
Important Projects for East Grand Forks and the Region 
The proposed East Grand Forks Recreation Facility Improvements will focus on important repairs and im-

provements to long-standing and aged community centers and parks in East Grand Forks.  The listed fa-

cility projects will place an important focus on improving user function, address accessibility, and improve 

safety of participants and spectators at each of these important community assets. The City desires Local 

Sales tax funding for these important improvements due to its limited ability to raise property taxes to 

fund such projects. The current 1% Local Sales Tax to fund outdoor swimming pool improvements is set 

to sunset as early as June of 2020.  The below proposed Sales Tax Option will replace that 1% tax.  

 

The outcome of these improvements will contribute to health and wellness improvement for people of all 

ages, that will further enrich and enhance the lives of our residents from all walks of life, and further 

serve as an economic driver for East Grand Forks as a regional hub for sports and recreation tourism.   

 

The overall facility improvements will have two focused areas, described in greater detail throughout this 

project summary. As we progress through the process for approval from State Legislature for a local vote 

on a proposed sales tax option, our community will be engaging in organized public forums to receive 

feedback and final design considerations on the following projects: 1) Indoor Ice Arena Repairs and Improve-

ments 2) Ball Field Improvements  
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Indoor Ice Arena Repairs and Improvements  

The Civic Center, built in 1974, is the primary home of East Grand Forks youth and high school hockey, and the primary event 

center in our community. A renovation and expansion of the Civic Center will add much needed upgrades to outdated 

infrastructure such as locker rooms, building accessibility, mechanical and refrigeration systems, site amenities and parking 

lot infrastructure. In addition to the needed improvements at the Civic Center, the cities VFW Memorial Arena, originally built in 

1982, is in need of significant improvements.  Our City is currently engaging in a study with our residents to gauge interest in 

expanding the services of the current Ice Arena at the VFW Memorial Arena.  Asking the question, should it continue to serve  

our community as an ice arena, or could we expand to build a new ice arena and repurpose this building into an all 

encompassing community wellness center.  A plan of this nature would see more than $1 Million in savings by removing the 

cost of replacing the R22 refrigeration system in this ice arena, and rather would allow for the current space to become a 

facility that captures the passion and current sports trend of our community and region. From a recreation perspective, the 

improvements detailed above will undoubtedly better serve the needs of our community as a whole, and better meet the 

needs of todays trends in recreation activities.  Where families and communities are looking for a place for athletes and fitness 

enthusiasts, young and old, a year-round, indoor, temperature controlled facility to practice their sport and stay active.  

Project 1        Construction Total: $24,000,000 

Example of indoor turf facility Proposed layout of Civic Center expansion 

 

1% Local Option Sales Tax  

for Recreation Facility 

Improvements  

 

 

Proposed 8.125%  

Sales Tax in  

East Grand Forks  

 


