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CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS
CHARTER

Chapter |
Name, Boundaries and Powers

Section 1.01 Name and Boundaries. The City of East Grand Forks in the County of

Polk and State of Minnesota, shall, upon the taldffgct of this charter, continue to be a
municipal corporation under the name and stylehef €City of East Grand Forks, with the

same boundaries as now are or hereafter may hdisiséa.

Section 1.02 Power s of the City. The City shall have all powers which it may now

or hereafter be possible for a municipal corporatiothis state to exercise in harmony with
the constitution of this state and of the Unitedt&. It is the intention of this charter that
every power which the people of the City of Easariar Forks might lawfully confer upon

themselves, as a municipal corporation, by spe@hameration in this charter shall be
deemed to have been so conferred by the provisibiisis section. This charter shall be
construed liberally in favor of the city, and sgiecimention of particular powers in the

charter shall not be construed as limiting in argywhe generality of the power herein

sought to be conferred.



Chapter |1

Form of Gover nment

Section 201 Form of Government. The municipal government provided by this

charter shall be known as the Mayor-Council plangof’fernment. Subject only to the
limitations imposed by the constitution or statutdsthe State of Minnesota and by this
charter, all powers of the city except as othenpis®/ided in this charter shall be vested in a
mayor and elective council, hereinafter referrecdsd‘the council’, which shall enact local
legislation, adopt budgets and determine policielse council may create such departments,
divisions, bureaus, commissions and boards forathministration of the city’s affairs as it
may deem necessary for efficient government, am fime to time may alter the power and
organization of such departments, divisions, buisgaammissions and boards as the council

may create.

Section 2.02 Wards. The city shall be divided into five (5) wards,daaxisting
wards and ward boundaries shall continue until gimbk as they may be changed as herein
provided. The council may by ordinance increaselamrease the number of wards in the
city. In the event the council should increasdexrease the number of wards, the number of
ward aldermen to be elected, as provided in Se@i0a of this charter, shall be increased or
decreased by the same number.

Subdivison 1. The council shall by resolution redefine and raage the ward
boundaries so that the wards shall be as equabpualation as practicable and each ward
shall be composed of compact, contiguous territdggch councilman shall be a resident of
the ward from which they are elected, but a changeard boundaries does not disqualify a

councilman from serving the remainder of his term.

Subdivison 2. The council by resolution may redefine ward bames after any
regular municipal election. Within six months aftee official certification of each federal

decennial or special census the council shall eitbaefirm the existing ward boundaries as
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conforming to the standards of subdivision 1 oefgw ward boundaries to those standards.
Any resolution establishing new ward boundaried| epoly to the first election held at least
ninety (90) days after adoption of the resolutidf.the council fails to take either action
within the time required, no further compensatibalsbe paid to the mayor or councilmen

until the wards of the city are redefined as reeplipy this charter.

Section 2.03. Elective Officers and Elections. The elective officers of the city shall

be one mayor, one ward alderman elected from eatld w the city, and two aldermen
elected from the city at large. Each ward alderrslall be a resident of the ward from
which they are elected and shall serve for a tefrfiowr (4) years and until his successor is
elected and qualifies, except as provided in teigisn. Each alderman-at-large shall be a
resident of the city and shall serve for a ternfanfr (4) years and until his successor is
elected and qualifies, except as provided in tlistisn. At the first election held after
adoption of this charter, the three (3) aldermeattefrom the odd-numbered wards shall
serve for four (4) years, and the other two (2patten-elect from the even-numbered wards
shall serve for two (2) years; and of the two aiuem elected at large, the one receiving the
highest vote shall serve for four (4) years anddtier successful candidate shall serve for
two (2) years. Commencing in the year 1992, thganahall serve for a term of four (4)

years and until a successor is elected and qudlifie

Section 2.04. Vacancy in Office. An elective office becomes vacant when the

person elected or appointed thereto dies beforegakfice or fails to qualify therefore on or
before the second regular monthly meeting of thenCib held after the beginning of the
term of such office, or the incumbent dies, resignsvriting filed with the City Clerk, is
convicted of a felony before or after qualifying &uch office, ceases to reside in the city or
the ward from which they was chosen, except asigeovin Section 2.02, subdivision 1 of
the charter, or is adjudged incompetent by a colidompetent jurisdiction. If an elected
official without good cause fails to perform anytbe duties of his office for a period of
three months, the office of such member shall bamdel vacant. In each such case the

Council shall by Resolution appoint an eligible quar to serve until the qualification of a
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successor is elected at a regular city electibthel vacancy occurs before the first day to file
affidavits of candidacy for the regular city electj the appointed person shall serve until the
qualification of a successor for the remainderhef inexpired term who is duly elected at a
regular city election. If the vacancy occurs after first day to file affidavits of candidacy
for the regular city election, the appointed perstiall serve until the qualification of a
successor elected at the next ensuing regulael@tyion. In the event that the vacancy is for
Alderman-at-Large, persons filing for said offideall indicate on their filing papers whether
they are filing to fill the unexpired term of ofé¢ or whether they are filing for the regular
four (4) year term of office. Persons shall nopkemitted to file for both the regular term of
office at the same regular city election. This adment is effective upon passage as
provided by Section 410.12, subdivision 7, of Misoi@a Statutes.

Section 2.05. Office of the Mayor. The mayor shall be the chief executive officer

of the city. The mayor shall exercise all powersl gperform all duties conferred and
imposed upon the mayor by this charter and bynartties of the City of East Grand Forks
or the laws of the State of Minnesota. They mayj@il be recognized as the official head of
the city for all ceremonial purposes, by the cototsthe service of civil process and by the
governor for the purpose of martial law. The magball study the operations of the city
government and recommend to the council such clsaagd improvements as the mayor
believes to be desirable. The mayor shall alsortdp the council any neglect, dereliction of
duty, or waste on the part of any officer or depanit of the city. The mayor shall appoint
the chief of police and all police officers. Theayor shall prepare such regulations for the
control of the police force, and the powers andeduof the officers thereof, as the mayor
shall deem necessary, and in like manner the ntay thie same. The mayor shall have no
vote on matters before the council, except in trentof a tie vote among the other members

of the council, in which case the mayor shall \atea member of the council.

Section 2.06. Acting Mayor. In the event of a vacancy in the office of magothe

absence of or in the event of the disability of thayor, the mayor’s duties shall be

performed by the president of the council, or & fresident of the council is absent or
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incapacitated, the vice-president of the councdllsexercise the powers and perform the
duties of the mayor during such absence or disgbiWhile so acting they shall be styled

“Acting Mayor,” and the acting mayor’s acts in tlepacity shall have the same force and
effect as if performed by the mayor.

Section 2.07. Investigation of City Affairs. The council or any officer or officers

authorized by the council shall have the power skeninvestigations into the city’s affairs,
administer oaths, and compel the production of baotd papers. The council shall provide
for an audit of the city’s accounts at least oncgear by the state auditor’'s office or by a
public accountant. The council may at any timevygle for an examination or audit of the
accounts of any officer or department of the cibyenment, and it may cause to be made
any survey or research study of any subject of nipal concern.

Section 2.08. Salaries. The mayor and the alderman shall receive such
compensation as is fixed by the council in accoecdanith law. All subordinate officers and
employees of the city shall receive such salaniegsages as may be fixed by the council.



Chapter 111

Council Procedure

Section 3.01. Council Mesetings. The council shall meet regularly at least orexehe

month at such times and places as the council resigilate by rule. To the extent provided
by law, all meetings of the council and its comeet shall be public and any citizen shall

have access to the minutes and records of the t@tat reasonable times.

Section 3.02. Legidative Power Vested in the Council. The legislative power and

authority of the city shall be vested in the coyrmmposed of the aldermen of such city as
herein provided.

Unless otherwise expressly provided in the chatter council shall have all powers
granted to the city, including management and cbwfrthe finances and property of the city
with full power and authority to make, ordain, égish, publish, alter, modify, amend and
repeal ordinances, resolutions, rules and reguistior the government and good order of
the city. It shall have full power and authoritydeclare and impose penalties and
punishment against any person, firm, or corporatiotating any ordinance, rule, or

regulation. Its ordinances, rules, and regulatsiva! have the force of law.

Section 3.03. Organization. The council shall, biennially, on the first Tuegddter
the first Monday in January next succeeding thealigction, meet at the usual place and
time for the holding of council meetings. At thiimie the newly elected members of the
council shall assume their duties and shall prote&dect from their own number a
president and vice-president for the ensuing twargjeand such officers as may be necessary
for the transaction of business. Such electioad ble by ballot and the affirmative vote of

the majority of all the members elect shall be ssagy to elect.

Section 3.04. Dutiesof President. The president, and in case of the absence of the

president the vice-president, shall preside ovemntleetings of the council, and shall sign all

resolutions and ordinances passed by the coundildaring the absence of the mayor from
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the city, or the mayor’s inability for any reas@ndischarge the duties of the mayor, under
the style of “acting mayor.” The acts of such agtmayor shall have the same force and

effect as if performed by the mayor.

Section 3.05. Rules and Special Meetings. The council shall determine its own

rules and order of business. A majority of all nbens shall constitute a quorum, but a
smaller number may adjourn from time to time. Thancil may by rule provide a means by

which a majority may compel the attendance of afosembers.

Section 3.06. TheClerk-Treasurer Shall Act as Secretary of the Council. The

clerk-treasurer shall keep a journal of councilggedings and perform such other duties as

this charter or the council may require. The cdunay designate any other city official or

employee, except a member of the council, to astaretary of the council.

Section 3.07. Ordinances and Resolutions. Every legislative act of the council

shall be by ordinance unless otherwise providethlsycharter or by state law. The enacting
clause of all ordinances shall be in these wor@ike“City of East Grand Forks ordains.” No
ordinance, except for general appropriations, stmaitain more than one subject, which shall
be expressed in its title, nor shall any ordindme@mended after its introduction so as to
change its original purpose.

Section 3.08. Ordinance Readings. No ordinance shall be introduced except at a

regular meeting, at which meeting it shall havdirtt reading. It may be amended before
being given its second reading, but such amendmawgtnot change its original purpose. It
shall receive its second reading and be passedabmalyegular meeting occurring at least

seven (7) days subsequent to the time at whightitsduction and first reading was had.

Section 3.09. Passage of Ordinances and Resolutions. Every ordinance, order and

resolution shall require the affirmative vote ahajority of all the members of the council,

except where a larger vote is required by thistelnanr by state law, which vote shall be
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taken by ayes and nays, which shall be entered wp@rurnal. No vote of the council shall
be reconsidered or rescinded at a subsequent megtiess at such a meeting there are

present as many members of the council as weremtredien said vote was taken.

Section 3.10. Approval of Ordinances and Resolutions--Veto Power. Every

ordinance and resolution shall, before it takesaffbe forthwith presented to the mayor for
approval. If the mayor approves, the mayor shaii the same; but if the mayor disapproves
it, the mayor shall return it to the council witretmayor’s objections thereto, by depositing
the same with the clerk-treasurer, to be preseotéte council at the next regular meeting

thereafter.

Section 3.11. Reconsideration of Ordinances. Upon the return of any ordinance,

order or resolution by the mayor, the vote by whiwh same was passed shall be deemed to
have been reconsidered, and the question shafjde put upon the passage of the same,
notwithstanding the objections of the mayor; angpién such vote the council shall pass
the same by a vote of three-fourths (3/4) of alhitembers, it shall have the same effect as if
approved by the mayor, and in such case the vaiélshby ayes and nays, which shall be
entered by the clerk-treasurer of record. No omteashall be signed by the mayor within
four (4) days after the same is presented to themand if any ordinance, order or
resolution shall not be returned by the mayor witiein (10) days after the same is presented
to the mayor, it shall have the same force anctce#e if approved by the mayor. The clerk-
treasurer shall endorse upon each such ordinamteeaalution the time when the same was
delivered to the mayor, and the time when it wasrned to his office by the mayor. Every
ordinance shall be published at least once in th&a newspaper of the city after approval
by the mayor or after passage by a three-fourtiy (®te of the council over the mayor’s
veto, and shall be recorded in a book kept for pli@pose, which record shall be attested by

the clerk-treasurer.

Section 3.12. Effective Date of Ordinances and Resolutions. Every ordinance

shall be approved by the mayor and published arwrded by the clerk-treasurer before it
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takes effect. Every resolution shall be approwethe mayor and recorded by the clerk-
treasurer in his office before it shall take effeApproval by the mayor shall not be required
if the ordinance or resolution is passed by thencoy a three-fourths (3/4) vote of all its

member over the mayor’s veto.

Section 3.13. Amendment and Repeal of Ordinances and Resolutions. Every

ordinance or resolution repealing all or part giavious ordinance or resolution shall give
the number, if any, and the title of the ordinanceesolution to be repealed in whole or in
part. Nor ordinance or resolution shall be amergeckeference to the title alone, but such
an amending ordinance or resolution shall set fiorflall each section or subdivision to be

amended and shall indicate by appropriate typgmibsls matter to be omitted or added.

Section 3.14. Emergency Ordinances. An emergency ordinance is an ordinance

necessary for the immediate preservation of thdippbace, health, morals, safety, or
welfare in the emergency as defined and declardaeipreamble thereto, and is adopted by
a vote of at least three-fourths (3/4) of all themtbers of the council. No prosecution shall
be based upon the provisions of any emergency amdauntil twenty-four (24) hours after
the ordinance has been filed with the clerk-treassand posted in three (3) conspicuous
places or until the ordinance has been publisheldss the person charged with the violation
had actual notice of the passage of the ordinanoetp the act or omission complained of.

Section 3.15. Emergency Bids. The requirements set forth herein and in the lafivs

the State of Minnesota for competitive bids maylispensed with if the council by a three-
fourths (3/4) vote of all the members of the coluskall pass a resolution setting forth that
competitive bids shall not be required due to aergency and it is essential to the health,
safety or welfare of the people that immediatecschie taken and there is insufficient time

for competitive bids.



Chapter 1V

Administration

Section 4.01. Existing Departments. After the effective date of this charter, the

existing departments, divisions, boards, commissand funds of the City of East Grand
Forks shall be continued, except as expressly a@thhgreby, or hereafter changed by

ordinance of the council.

Section 4.02. Boards and Commissions. The council may be ordinance establish

any boards or commissions which it deems essdutigthe city’s operation, which ordinance
shall set forth fully the powers and duties, inehgdmethods of accounting and handling of
funds and allowance and payment of claims. Thecbwmay also, by any board or
commission previously created, or alter its funesi@nd duties, unless said board or
commission was created by popular vote. Subjeappwoval by a majority of all the
members of the council, the mayor shall appointntieenbers of all boards and commissions.
With the exception of the Civil Service PersonnebRi, each board or commission
heretofore established by ordinance, any boardwmussion established by this charter, or
any board or commission hereinafter establisheth&youncil, shall have as an ex officio
member thereof a member from the council, appoihbtethe council. Any ex officio
member, whether from the council or holding offilzevirtue of his position in the municipal
government, shall have the power to vote on altensicoming before the board or
commission they are an ex officio member of; howerne ex officio member shall be
appointed chairman or hold any other office onrgspective board or commission they are
appointed to. The terms of ex officio membersIst@irespond to their respective official
tenures. Members of all boards and commissions s#rae until their successors are
appointed and qualified. Members shall serve watltompensation unless the council
authorizes compensation, then compensation shak heed by the council. Members may
be removed by the mayor, with the approval of aomiigj of the council, for cause after a
hearing. The respective boards and commissionkctitmse one of its members as

chairman or president and may select a secretdmgrdrom among its own members or

10



otherwise and fix his compensation, subject tocthencil approval, except in the case of the
secretary of the Water, Light, Power and Buildimn@nission, who shall be appointed by,
and whose salary shall be set, as provided in @e6t03 of this charter. The respective
boards and commissions may adopt, and from tintien® amend, their respective rules of
procedure. All boards and commissions shall submmitual budgets for consideration and

approval by the council, as provided in Chaptef this charter.

Section 4.03. Appointive Officers. The council shall appoint a clerk-treasurer, a

city attorney, a city assessor, a city health effiand such other officers as shall be

necessary for the proper conduct of the affairthefcity.

Section 4.04. Appointment of Officers. All officers enumerated in Section 4.03

shall be initially appointed at the organizationetireg of the first council elected under the
provisions of this charter. All appointed officestsall continue in office until their

successors have been appointed and qualified.

Section 4.05. Qualifying. Every person appointed to any office shall take
subscribe to the oath provided by law. The clegasurer and such other officers as are
designated by the council shall, before enteringnuipeir respective duties, furnish bond to
the city in such manner, form, and amount as thmcibmay direct. If so determined by the
council, the bond may be in the form of a blankatdy and the premium shall be paid by the

city.

Section 4.06. Clerk-Treasurer. The clerk-treasurer shall have custody of the

corporate seal and all of the books and recordiseo€ity. They shall attend meetings of the
council and keep a correct record of all proceeslingdinances, and resolutions in suitable
books kept for that purpose. They may administééh®and acknowledgments in all cases as
required or sanctioned by law. They shall keepféine open at hours fixed by the council
and at the place designated by the council. Albrés and files therein shall be open to

public inspection. They shall sign and file alht@acts and perform all things incident
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thereto as directed. They shall draw and signrerdpon the city treasury for money
authorized to be paid, but, except in this chastberwise authorized, they shall not sign any
order unless there is a sufficient amount creditetthe fund upon which the same is drawn to
pay the same. They shall keep a list of outstandonds showing the purpose, when and
where payable, the rate of interest and the dapagient, including a specimen bond of
each issue.

In addition, the clerk-treasurer shall be the @distn of all funds and securities
belonging to the city. They shall be responsibletiie safekeeping thereof ad shall keep an
accurate and detailed account thereof in such &wthe council shall direct. Before the
second regular meeting of each month they shatigvesand file in his office a statement of
receipts and disbursements of the city during tieequing month, specifying the funds and
the amount in each fund. They shall make an amepalrt and such other reports as are
required by the council. Whenever in the chaxein any ordinance of the City of East
Grand Forks in force as of the effective date &f tharter, either the designations “city
clerk” or “city treasurer” or the abbreviated desgjons “clerk” or “treasurer” appear, such
designations shall be construed to mean “clerkstresa.” The qualifications for this position
shall be established by the council.

The clerk-treasurer shall have power when autbdrizy the council to appoint a
deputy clerk-treasurer, who shall hold said officeing the pleasure of the clerk-treasurer,
and shall have authority, under the direction efdlerk-treasurer, to perform all the duties of
the clerk-treasurer. The clerk-treasurer may, wdnghorized by the council, select such
other assistants as may be necessary in said,dfiesalary of said assistant clerk-treasurer
and all such assistants to be paid by the cityatheunt of compensation to be fixed and
determined by the council.

Section 4.07. City Attorney. The city attorney shall be a person admittepréztice
in the courts of this state. They shall be thaleglvisor of all officers and boards of the
city. They shall prosecute or defend all suit$ioas or proceedings, either civil or criminal,
to which the city is a party. They shall furnishitéen opinions on subjects submitted to him

by the council, by any of its committees, by theyaraor by any board of the city. They

12



shall attend meetings of the council when so reigdesliraw all contracts affecting the city
and such other legal instruments and papers avmegquired in connection with city

affairs and perform such other services as pettalms office. The council may provide for
assistants to the city attorney, to be appointethbyity attorney, with the approval of the
council, the compensation to be paid said assistgnattorneys to be authorized and
approved by the council. The council may also wevor secretarial and clerical assistance

to be authorized and approved by the council.

Section 4.08. City Health Officer. The council shall appoint a city health officer

who shall be a physician in good standing in hefgssion. They shall advise the mayor and
council on health matters, they shall make reguéaith inspections of the city, and shall
perform such other duties as the council may requir

Section 4.09. Park Board. The council may by ordinance establish a padedo
The park board, if so established by ordinancd| shasist of one park commissioner from
each ward of the city, appointed as provided irntieal.02. Said commissioners shall hold
office for three years and until their successagehbeen appointed and qualified, provided,
that the first commissioners appointed shall beoaged for one, two and three years, as
designated by the council. The board shall be knasvthe Park Board of East Grand Forks,
and shall have control and supervision of all pankd parkways within the corporate limits
of said city, and such other public grounds ascthencil shall by resolution designate. Said
board shall power and it shall be its duty to ecdéasuch laws of the state and such
ordinances of the city as it may deem necessarthéoproper performance of its duties in
such department. Said board shall have contrthlepark fund and shall have power to
expend the same in such manner as it may seeiffitgroving the recreation program of the
city and in improving and beautifying the parkstkyeaays and such other public grounds as

the council shall designate.

Section 4.10. Continuancein Office. Except as otherwise specifically provided in

this charter, the adoption of this charter shallafect the terms of office or powers of any
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appointed officer or employee of the city, or memdieany board or commission, but the

same shall continue in office until changed by wadice or resolution.
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Chapter V

Nomination and Elections

Section 5.01. The Regular Municipal Election. A regular municipal election shall

be held on the first Tuesday after the first Mon@aiovember of each odd-numbered year
commencing in 1975 at such place or places asaimecd may designate. The clerk-
treasurer shall give at least two weeks publisteta of the time and place of holding such
election and of the officers to be elected, butfaito give such notice shall not invalidate

the election.

Section 5.02. Special Elections. The council may by resolution order a special

election and provide all means for holding it. Terk-treasurer shall give at least two
weeks published notice of a special election. gifeeedure at such election shall conform as

nearly as possible to that prescribed for othgreligctions.

Section 5.03. Nominationsfor Office. At any time not more than six (6) weeks

preceding any municipal election, but no less tioamn (4) weeks prior to such election, any
eligible person may become a candidate for ang®#iective under the provisions of this
charter either by filing an affidavit with the detreasurer and paying a filing fee of $2.00 to
the clerk-treasurer, or by having an applicatiéedfin his behalf signed by at least five (5)
gualified voters of the city and the area the @ffiepresents, containing his endorsed
acceptance thereon, together with a $2.00 filimg $eich affidavit or application shall be on
a form furnished by the city and stating the fullhme and address of the candidate and the
office for which they are a candidate, togethehuite ward which he seeks to represent

unless the office is one for which election isaagk.

Section 5.04. Procedure at Elections. Subject to this charter and applicable state

laws, the council may by ordinance further reguthteconduct of municipal elections.
Except as otherwise provided by this charactersaipgplementary ordinances, general state

laws on elections shall apply to municipal elecsion
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Chapter VI

Taxation and Finances

Section 6.01. Council to Control Finances. The council shall have full authority

over the financial affairs of the city and shalbyide for the collection of all revenue and
other assets, the auditing and settlement of a¢spand the safekeeping and disbursement
of public monies, and in the exercise of a sousdrdtion shall make appropriations for the
payment of all liabilities and expenses.

Section 6.02. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the city shall be the calengzar.
Section 6.03. Taxation. All property taxes shall be assessed and celieict the
manner provided by law. Subject to law, the cousttall have full power to provide by

ordinance for a system of local taxation for geherapecial purposes.

Section 6.04. Budget Estimates. Annually on or before the T'5lay of August the

heads of all departments, officers, boards, comaonssor committees of the city council
charged with the management of any department daker to the clerk-treasurer an
estimate in writing of all revenues and expend#uoe such department during the ensuing
fiscal year.

Section 6.05. Budget Preparation. The clerk-treasurer shall prepare the annual

budget from estimates received. The budget skdiyfunds and shall include all the funds
of the city, except the funds made up of procedd®nd issues, and special assessment
funds, and may include any of such funds at theréi®n of the council. The estimates shall
be submitted to the council at its first regulamtindy meeting in September. The clerk-
treasurer may submit with the estimates such egpbay statement or statements as may be
deemed necessary.
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Section 6.06. Budget Approval. The budget shall be an item of business atitbie f

regular monthly meeting of the council in Septembead the council shall hold adjourned
meetings from time to time until all of the estimshave been considered. The budget
estimates shall be read in full and the clerk-umearsshall explain the various items thereof
as fully as may be deemed necessary by the couhled.annual budget finally agreed upon
shall set forth in detail the complete financiambf the city for the ensuing year for funds
budgeted and shall be signed by a majority of thencil when adopted. The council shall
adopt the budget by a resolution which shall sghfthe total for each budgeted fund. Each
department shall segregate as to objects and msdExpenditure in such manner as the
council deems necessary for the purpose of budgtal. The council shall also adopt a
resolution levying whatever taxes it considers ssagy within the per capita limits
established by statute and in addition theretoadhgr taxes as authorized by law for the
ensuing year for the total budget. The tax lewwphation shall be certified to the county
auditor in accordance with the law. At the begngof the fiscal year, the sums fixed in the
budget resolution shall be and become appropriatetthe several purposes named in the

budget resolution and no other.

Section 6.07. Budget Enforcement. It shall be the duty of the clerk-treasurer, @md

the direction of the council, to enforce the prawis of the budget. No approval shall be
made of any order upon the council for any expemeithat exceeds the appropriation in the
budget resolution. No officer or employee or thg shall place any order or make any

purchase except for a purpose and to the amoumbi@zed in the budget resolution.

Section 6.08. Budget Alterations. After the budget resolution has been adopted, the

council shall have no power to increase the appatget amounts fixed in the budget
resolution beyond the estimated revenues, unlégalaeceipts exceed the estimates and
then not beyond the actual receipts. The counail at any time, by resolution approved by
a majority of all its members, reduce the sums @mmaited for any purpose by the budget
resolution, or by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of @l members, authorize the transfer of sums

from unencumbered balances of appropriations irbtliget resolution to other purposes.
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Section 6.09. Emergency Fund in Budget. The council may include an emergency

fund as a part of the budget. The maximum offtimsl shall not exceed ten (10%) percent
of the budget raised by taxation. A transfer fiitvd emergency fund to any other fund shall
be made only by a vote of at least two-thirds (&f3ll members of the council. Each

transfer shall be used only for the emergency agdated by the council.

Section 6.10. Disbursements. How Made. No money shall be paid out of the city

treasury except upon an order specifying the funduthorized by resolution or informal
motion of the council or the board or commissioarged with the management of the fund
and signed by the officer designated by such magagody. Disbursement shall be made
by check signed by the mayor and the clerk-treasspecifying the purpose for which
disbursement is made and the fund from whichdrégsvn. No such check shall be issued
until there is money to the credit of the fund frarich it is to be paid sufficient to pay it
together with all outstanding encumbrances onuhe.f No such check shall be issued until
the claim to which it relates has been supportedrbigemized bill, payroll or time-sheet
approved and signed by the responsible city offideo vouches for its correctness and
reasonableness. The council may by ordinance moalkeer regulations for the safe-keeping

and disbursement of funds.

Section 6.11. Accounts and Reports. The clerk-treasurer shall be responsible for all

the accounts of the city and every branch thewead,the council may prescribe and enforce
proper accounting and monthly reporting methodsn$§ blanks, and other devices
consistent with the law, this charter, and ordirenadopted in accord therewith. On or
before the last day of March the clerk-treasurdirssibmit a report to the council covering
the entire financial operation of the city for {hest year. The report shall show all
operations and conditions in a manner consistettit thve accounting method of the city, and
shall include such further information as the cledasurer deems advisable or the council

requires.
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Section 6.12. Funds. There shall be maintained in the city treasuggiaeral fund
and such other funds as may be required by staixdeance, or resolution. The council
may, by ordinance or resolution, make inter-furahkgy except from trust and agency funds,
as it may deem necessary and appropriate.

Section 6.13. City Indebtedness. Except as provided in Sections 6.15 and 6.16, no

obligations shall be issued to pay current expernmsédshe council may issue and sell

obligations for any other municipal purpose in adamce with law and within the
limitations prescribed by this charter or by law,such obligations shall be issued and sold
without the approval of the majority of the voteming on the question at a general or

special election.

Section 6.14. Public | mprovements--Financing. Whenever any public

improvement is ordered by the council, pursuar@hapter 429 of Minnesota Statutes, the
cost of which is to be paid wholly or partly froimetproceeds of special assessments levied
upon property specially benefited by the improvetand not less than twenty (20%)
percent of the cost of the improvement is to bess=d against benefited property, the city
may also issue temporary certificates of indebtsdhacally to finance the improvement
while in the construction period. When all relategbrovement costs are determined and
finalized, then permanent certificates of indebt=dnshall be issued to finance the
improvement. Such permanent certificates of ineldfiess shall bear interest rates and
maturity dates as determined by the council angr@gded by the laws of the State of

Minnesota.

Section 6.15. Anticipation Certificates. At any time after January 1 the council

may issue certificates of indebtedness in antimpatf the collection of state and federal
aids and collection of taxes levied the previousryer any fund and not yet collected. The
total amount of certificates issued against anylfonany year, together with interest thereon
until maturity, shall not exceed the total statdéemteral aids or current taxes for the fund

uncollected at the time of issuance. Such ceatifis shall be issued on such terms and
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conditions as the council may determine, but theJl become due not later than April 1 of
the year following their issuance. The proceedheffund against which anticipation
certificates are issued and the full faith and itrefdthe city shall be irrevocably pledged for
the redemption of the certificates.

Section 6.16. Emergency Debt Certificates. If in any year the receipts from taxes

or other sources should for some unforeseen cacseie insufficient for the ordinary
expenses of the city, or if any calamity or otheblgc emergency necessitates the making of
extraordinary expenditures, the council may bymadce issue on such terms and in such
manner as the council determines emergency delfiaaes to run not to exceed three

years. A tax sufficient to pay principal and irtgron such certificates within the margin
required by law shall be levied as required by Iaie ordinance authorizing an issue of
such emergency debt certificate shall state thereatf the emergency and be approved by at
least two-thirds (2/3) of all members of the coundtii may be passed as an emergency

ordinance.

Section 6.17. Financing Purchase of Certain Equipment. The council may issue

certificates of indebtedness within existing daits for the purpose of purchasing fire or
police equipment or ambulance equipment or streestcuction or maintenance equipment.
Such certificates shall be payable in not more thamyears and shall be issued on such
terms and in such manner as the council may deternif the amount of the certificates to
be issued to finance any such purchase exceedseooent of the assessed valuation of the
city, excluding money and credits, they shall n@idsued for at least ten days after
publication in the official newspaper of a counesolution determining to issue them; and if
before the end of that time, a petition askingaiorelection on the proposition signed by
voters equal to ten percent of the number of vaetke last regular municipal election is
filed with the clerk-treasurer, such certificateals not be issued until the proposition of
their issuance has been approved by a majoritiyeof’dtes cast on the question at a regular
or special election. A tax levy shall be madetf@ payment of the principal and interest on

such certificates as in the case of bonds.
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Chapter VII

Public | mprovements and Special Assessments

Section 7.01. Power to Make Improvementsand L evy Assessments. The city

may make any type of public improvement not forkeiddby law and levy special
assessments to pay all or any part of the cosialf Bnprovements as are of a local
character. The total assessments for any localowement may not exceed the cost of the
improvement, including all costs and expenses attedeherewith, with interest. No

assessment shall exceed the benefits to the pyopert

Section 7.02. Assessmentsfor Services. The council may provide by ordinance that

the cost of city services to streets, sidewalksitber public or private property may be

assessed against property benefited and collettidnd isame manner as special assessments.

Section 7.03. Local Improvement Procedure. When the city undertakes any local

improvement to which the state local improvememntecapplies, it shall comply with the
provisions of that law. The council may be ordicaprescribe the procedure to be followed

in making any other local improvement and levyisgessments therefore.
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Chapter VIII

Franchises

Section 8.01. Franchises Required. Except as otherwise provided by law, no

person, firm, or corporation shall place or mamtany permanent or semi-permanent
fixtures in, over, upon, or under any street orljgylace for the purpose of operating a
public utility or for any other purpose, withoufranchise therefore from the city. A
franchise shall be granted only by ordinance, wisieéill not be an emergency ordinance.
Every ordinance granting a franchise shall cordgdlithe terms and conditions of the
franchise. The grantee shall bear the costs digaiion of the franchise ordinance and shall
make a sufficient deposit with the clerk-treastioeguarantee publication before the

ordinance is passed.

Section 8.02. Term. No exclusive or perpetual franchise shall evegiamted.

Section 8.03. Public Hearing. Before any franchise ordinance is adopted or any

rates, fares, or prices to be charged by a publityware fixed by the council, the council
shall hold a public hearing on the matter. Not€such hearing shall be published at least

once in the official newspaper not less than ters gaior to the date of the hearing.

Section 8.04. Power and Regulation Reserved. Subject to any applicable law, the

council may by ordinance reasonably regulate amtkrgbthe exercise of any franchise,
including the maximum rates, fares, or prices taHerged to the grantee. No franchise
value shall be included in the valuation of thengea’s property in regulating utility rates,
fares, or prices under any applicable law, ordieaonc regulation or in proceedings for

municipal acquisition of the grantee’s propertypgaychase or eminent domain.

Section 8.05. Renewalsor Extensions. Every renewal or modification of a

franchise, including an existing franchise, shallsbject to the same limitations and shall be

granted in the same manner as a new franchise.
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Chapter X

Water, Light, Power and Building Commission

Section 9.01. The Water, Light, Power and Building Commissionséirg at the time
of adoption of this charter shall continue in foesel effect, subject to the provisions of this

charter, under the same name.

Section 9.02. Members, Appointment. The present commission is composed of

three members, the term of one member expiring gaahon the 28day of November.
Effective with the adoption of this charter, thente of office of the commission members
are extended to December3if their respective years of expiration, and ubiir
successors are appointed and qualified. In addibiereto, there shall be an ex officio

member from the council, as provided in Sectior24Dthis charter.

Section 9.03. Rules, Officers, Salary. The commission shall adopt rules for its own

proceedings, and the rules, regulations and raetdfore established by said commission
are hereby confirmed. It shall annually chooseesipent from its own members. It shall
also appoint a secretary for an indefinite termowked not be a member of the commission.

The secretary shall receive a salary fixed by tranaission.

Section 9.04. Commission, Jurisdiction. Said commission presently has

jurisdiction over the city water system, the ligimd power distribution system, and the
public buildings owned or leased by the city. Toenmission shall continue, after the
effective date of this charter, to have jurisdintmver such buildings and facilities as relate to
its operation, and such other buildings and faedibwned or leased by the city as the

council shall by resolution confer upon them.

Section 9.05. Budget Egtimate. Annually, as provided in Chapter VI of this ceay
the said commission shall submit a budget estifoaties department, and shall comply with

the provisions of said Chapter VI.
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Section 9.06. Specific Powers.

Subdivison 1. The commission shall have power to extend amdddify or rebuild

any public utility it has jurisdiction over, and do anything it deems necessary for its proper
and efficient operation; and it may enter into rsegy contracts for these purposes. The
provisions of this Charter and the Laws of the &tdtMinnesota relating to advertisement

for bids shall apply to contracts of the commission

ubdivision 2. The commission shall have power to employ alkseary help for
the management and operation of the public utititgscribe duties of officers and

employees and fix their compensation.

Subdivison 3. The commission shall have power to buy all fue aupplies, and it
may purchase wholesale electric energy, steam @spr water, as the case may be for

municipal distribution.

Subdivison 4. The commission shall have power to fix rates @anaidopt reasonable
rules and regulations for utility service suppli®dthe municipally owned public utilities

within its jurisdiction.

Section 9.07. Public Utility Fund and Disbur sements.

Subdivision 1. A separate fund or a separate account shall bblested in the city

treasury for the utilities. Into this fund or acob shall be paid all the receipts from the

utilities and from it shall be paid all disbursertgeattributable to the utilities.

Subdivision 2. The commission shall, in the same manner as thecdpand to the

same extent, audit claims to be paid from the pultiiities fund. The secretary of the
commission shall draw his order upon the publititytiund. After the secretary of the
commission prepares the checks as ordered, thielenésf the commission and the
secretary of the commission shall sign the cheaftieating the same have been audited,

verified and prepared for the clerk-treasurer'siaigre and payment thereof.
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Section 9.08. Reports. The secretary of the commission shall make suwmiitinty,
guarterly or annual statements of operation asdiemission may require. A copy of each
such report shall be filed in the office of therklreasurer. An annual financial report shall
be made and a copy filed with the clerk-treasurénaclose of the calendar year, and shall
be included as part of the annual financial statéraéthe clerk-treasurer. The cost of
publication of any other official statement reqditgy law to be published shall be paid from

the public utility funds.
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Chapter X

General Provisions

Section 10.01. Official Publication. Effective January 1, 1982, the Council shall

annually at its first meeting of the year desigrategal newspaper of general circulation in

the city as its official newspaper in which shalfublished ordinance and other matters
required by law to be so published, as well as silslr matters as the Council may deem in
the public interest to have published in this manAgis amendment is effective January 1,
1982.

Section 10.02. Official Interest in Contracts. Except as otherwise permitted by

law, no officer of the city who is authorized td&egpart in any contract with the city shall

voluntarily have a personal financial interest irpersonally benefit from such contract.

Section 10.03. Acquisition and Sale of Property. The council may acquire by

purchase, lease, gift, grant, condemnation, omatlse, any property, either within or
without its boundaries, that may be needed by itiyefar any public purpose. In acquiring
property exercising the power of eminent domaia,dity shall proceed according to
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 117, or other appkckb. The city may sell, convey and
dispose of any real property not needed for mualgprposes by resolution approved by a

two-thirds (2/3) vote of all the members of the wal

Section 10.04. Control of Streets. The council shall have the care, supervision and

control of all public highways, bridges, streetsulevards, lanes, alleys, public squares and
grounds, sewers, public improvements and shall havpower and authority to regulate
and control the use thereof; it shall have autii@dtopen streets when necessary and to
cause all streets which may have been opened timelauthority of the city, or with its
consent, to be kept open and in repair and frem fibstructions and nuisance.
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Section 10.05. Vacation of Streets. The council may by resolution vacate any

street, alley, public grounds, public way, or amaytghereof, on its own motion or on petition
of a majority of the owners of land and land areaténg on the street, alley, public grounds,
public way, or part thereof to be vacated. Whemnelas been no petition, the resolution
may be adopted only by a vote of three-fourths)(8f4ll members of the council. No such
vacation shall be made unless it appears in tleedast of the public to do so after a hearing
preceded by two (2) weeks published Notice. Adteesolution of vacation is adopted, it
shall be effective after a certified copy of sadalution has been filed for record and duly
recorded in the office of the Register of Deedand for the County of Polk and State of

Minnesota.

Section 10.06. City Property Not L ost by Adverse Possession. No right, title,

estate or easement of the city shall be lost bges#dvpossession or occupancy, and no statute
of limitations shall operate against the city indaof any person occupying any public

property or highway, whether such highway shallehbgen improved or not.

Section 10.07. Recovery of Judgment for Damages. If any judgment shall be

recovered in any action against the city for angyrinor damage caused for any obstruction,
excavation, opening or defect in any street oryallepublic ground caused or occasioned by
the act or omission of any person or corporatibe,dty shall have the right to recover the
amount of any such judgment from the person oraaitpn so responsible for such
obstruction, excavation, opening or defect; andhsaerson or corporation is hereby declared

to be liable to the city in the amount of such dgesa

Section 10.08. Statutes Not Affected. All general laws and statutes of the state

applicable to all cities operating under home ahiarters, or applicable to cities of the same
class as the City of East Grand Forks operatinguhdme rule charters and not inconsistent
with the provisions of this charter, shall applythe City of East Grand Forks and shall be

construed as supplementary to the provisions ofhlagter of the city.

27



Section 10.09. Provisions Severable. The various sections and provisions of this

charter, and the clauses, phrases and sentencesfitshall be severable, and if any section,
part or provisions shall be held to be invaligshtll not be construed as invalidating any
other part or portion thereof.

Section 10.10. City to Succeed to Rights and Obligations of Former City. The
city shall succeed to all the property, rights, anigileges and shall be subject to all legal

obligations of the city under the former Laws oB%8State of Minnesota, Chapter 8, as

amended.

Section 10.11. Existing Ordinances Continued. All ordinances and regulations of

the city in force when this charter takes effea ant inconsistent with this charter are

continued in full force and effect until amendedepealed.

Section 10.12. Pending Condemnations, | mprovements and Assessments. Any

condemnation, public improvement, or assessmeiepaing in progress when this charter
takes effect shall be continued and completed utidelaws under which such proceedings
were begun. All assessments made by the city fwithre time when this charter takes effect
shall be collected as if this charter had not estopted.

Section 10.13. Ordinancesto Make Charter Effective. The council shall by

ordinance, resolution, or other appropriate actaie such steps as may be necessary to

make effective provisions of this charter.
Section 10.14. Advertising. The city may expend city funds for the purpoke o
advertising the city and its resources and advastggursuant to the provisions of Minnesota

Statutes, Section 465.56.

Section 10.15. Advertising for Bids. Except where otherwise provided by state law

or by this charter, every advertisement for bidsewsealed bids are required, shall be made
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by the publication in the official newspaper of ity at least twice, of a notice containing a
general description of the contract to be let ergloperty to be purchased or sold, and shall
invite sealed proposals therefore, which proposiaddl be designated in said advertisement,
not less than three (3) days after the last puttbica All proposals shall be opened and read
by the Clerk-Treasurer in the presence of the Cibunc the Council may direct that the bids
shall be opened publicly by two or more designati#iders or agents of the municipality and
tabulated in advance of the meeting at which arth@same are acted upon or accepted.

This amendment is effective upon passage as prwgéection 410.12, subdivision 7, of

Minnesota Statutes.

Section 10.16. Present Officers Continued. The present officers of the city shall

continue in their respective offices and functians shall continue to govern the city under
the laws previously in effect until the officerooprded for by this charter have been elected
and qualify. They shall make such financial arfteoprovisions for the fiscal year 1976 as
will serve to carry on the government until a goweent has been set up under this charter,
and they shall make provision for the electionh#f first city council as provided in Chapter

V of this charter.

Section 10.17. Effective Date of Charter. This character shall become effective

seven (7) days after the canvass of the votesatdsé election upon the charter and
compliance by the clerk-treasurer with the filimgjuirements as set forth in Minnesota

Statutes, Section 410.11, as amended.

29



