
APPROVED 

MINUTES 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, June 16, 2009 – 5:00 PM 
 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for June 16, 2009 was called to order by 

Council President Dick Grassel at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 
 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Dick Grassel, Council Vice President Henry Tweten, Council 

Member Marc Demers, Craig Buckalew, Wayne Gregoire, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Greg Leigh. 
 

STAFF PRESENT: 
 

Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Michelle French, Executive Assistant; Ron Galstad, City 

Attorney; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent;  Charlotte 

Helgeson, Library Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Nancy Ellis, Planning & Zoning; Randy 

Gust, Fire Chief; Jim Richter, EDHA Director; John Wachter, Public Works Superintendent; and 

Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 
 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 

OPEN FORUM: 
 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current. 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of June 2, 2009. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

GREGOIRE, TO APPROVE THE “REGULAR MEETING” FOR THE EAST GRAND FORKS, 

MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL OF JUNE 2, 2009. 
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Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of June 9, 2009. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

TWETEN, TO APPROVE THE “WORK SESSION” FOR THE EAST GRAND FORKS, 

MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL OF JUNE 9, 2009. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

 

3. Public Hearing to consider adopting Resolution No. 09-06-XX a Resolution to adopt Assessment Roll 

#313 for “2009 Assessment Job No. 3 – Paving” Peabodys 1
st
 Addition/Greenway Crossing 1

st
 Addition 

for a total assessment of $157,651.44. 

 

Mr. Olson, 1127 Greenway Blvd, stated that he does not want the paving.  Mr. Boppre explained the project 

and the City policy on special assessments.  He announced that Mr. Galstad, Mr. Huizenga, Mr. Peabody, 

Mr. Neil, and himself met to discuss the assessments.  Mr. Peabody suggested extending the project and 

lengthening a lot to reduce the specials by $3.00 per foot.  Mr. Boppre suggested a continuance hearing on 

July 7, 2009 to include the additional lots.   

 

Counicl Vice President Tweten checked on the bond process and suggested going with a 20 year assessment. 

Mayor Stauss stated that he would prefer a 15 year assessment as a property owner.  Discussion occurred 

regarding paving on Rhinehart Drive and making this a state aid route.  Council Member Buckalew stated 

that state aid routes should not be paid 100%.  He informed Council that spreading out the project reduces 

specials.  Council Member Pokrzywinski suggested reviewing the state aid policy.   Council Member Galstad 

announced that Mr. Peabody is aware that the policy could change in the future.  Mr. Boppre informed City 

Council that he will contact the contractor regarding the change and get the firm numbers on the costs.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO EXTEND THE PUBLIC HEARING TO JULY 7, 2009 AND INCLUDE THE 

PROJECT EXTENSION. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may request 

individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they chose. 
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4. Consider approving the request to promote Rod Hajicek, 509 13
th

 Street SE, East Grand Forks, 

MN 56721, to fill the Lieutenant position, beginning June 17, 2009. 

 

5. Consider approving the application for a Special Event for the annual Bikes and Bites, Ride in 

Motorcycle Show on July 16, 2009 from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm on the boardwalk. 

 

6. Consider approving the application for a Special Event for Whitey’s Café to hold patio parties 

every Thursday night beginning June 18, 2009 through September 10, 2009 from 8:30 pm to 

11:30 pm on the Whitey’s patio. 

 

7. Consider approving the application for an Exempt Gambling Permit for a raffle for the East 

Grand Forks Lions Club to be held September 9, 2009 at the VFW, 312 DeMers Ave, East Grand 

Forks, MN 56721 and waive the 30-day waiting period. 

 

8. Consider approving the Fireworks/Pyrotechnic Application for July 4, 2009 (Rain Date: July 5, 

2009) for RES Specialty Pyrotechnics Inc. for a display along Red River across from Cabelas. 

 

Council President Grassel stated that Mr. Corbit received damage to his house during the last fireworks 

display.  He asked if this display would be in the same location.  Mr. Gust stated that if it’s windy, he will 

request that they move further down.  He announced that these are preloaded trailers.  Discussion occurred 

regarding the insurance.   

 

9. Consider approving the contract with Northland Community Technical College (NCTC) to 

provide free rides to staff and students, with proper ID, for a cost of $4,500 and to authorize the 

Mayor and City Administrator to sign the contract. 

 

10. Consider approving Resolution No. 09-06-40 a Resolution for the City of East Grand Forks enter 

into Mn/DOT Agreement No. 94817 with the State of Minnesota, to provide for routine 

maintenance by the City within the corporate City limits upon, along and adjacent to Trunk 

Highway No. 2 and sign the Routine Maintenance Agreement for a total agreement amount of 

$14,609.22. 

 

11. Consider approving the Temporary Levee Easement for a tent structure for Robert Peabody 

located at 1300 Laurel Dr. SE, East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

12. Consider approving the Commercial Landscaping Rate Structure options to $100 annually and 

$10 per load or an annual rate of $500. 

 

13. Consider approving a variance to go 4.5 feet from the side property line instead of the required 6 

foot setback for Patrick and Kathleen Bushy, 1211 18
th

 Ave. SE, East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

14. Consider approving the Viking Gas Encroachment Agreement and Minnkota Encroachment 

Agreement for the “2009 City Project No. 1 – Curb, Gutter, and Paving” – 23
rd

 Street NW 

project.   
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

POKRZYWINSKI, TO APPROVE CONSENT MOTIONS NUMBER FOUR (4) THROUGH 

FOURTEEN (14) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

15. The minutes of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission for June 4, 2009. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   NONE. 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

16. Consider adopting Resolution No. 09-06-41 a Resolution approving the Lease Agreement according to 

the Cooperative Agreement dated April 17, 2003 entered into by the City of East Grand Forks and Valley 

Golf Association and authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to sign any documents upon the City 

Attorney’s review and approval. 

 

Mr. Galstad stated that this is to combine the two current leases that the City of East Grand Forks has with 

Valley Golf. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 09-06-42 A RESOLUTION APPROVING 

THE LEASE AGREEMENT ACCORDING TO THE COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT DATED 

APRIL 17, 2003 ENTERED INTO BY THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND VALLEY GOLF 

ASSOCIATION AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN ANY 

DOCUMENTS UPON THE CITY ATTORNEY’S REVIEW AND APPROVAL. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

17. Consider adopting Resolution No. 09-06-42 a Resolution approving the Bare Land Purchase Agreement; 

authorize the City Attorney to draft all necessary documents to initiate the transfer of title and to take 

possession; and authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to sign all appropriate documents and 

requisition the funds to complete the transaction 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GREGOIRE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 09-06-43 A RESOLUTION 

APPROVING THE BARE LAND PURCHASE AGREEMENT; AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

ATTORNEY TO DRAFT ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS TO INITIATE THE TRANSFER OF 

TITLE AND TO TAKE POSSESSION; AND AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY 
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ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN ALL APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTS AND REQUISITION THE 

FUNDS TO COMPLETE THE TRANSACTION 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

18. Consider adopting Resolution No. 09-06-43 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Berts Truck Equipment for the goods referenced in check number 3293 for a 

total of $837.41 whereas Council Member Gregoire is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 09-06-44 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM BERTS TRUCK EQUIPMENT 

FOR THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBER 3293 FOR A TOTAL OF $837.41 

WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER GREGOIRE IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED FINANCIALLY 

IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Gregoire. 

 

19. Consider adopting Resolution No. 09-06-44 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check number 3344 for a total of 

$3882.45 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 09-06-45 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBER 3344 FOR A TOTAL OF 

$3882.45 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

20. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills and 

payroll. 

 
3D Specialties Safety Glasses/Equip For Flood $6,712.70 

Acme Electric Companies Shop Tools/Inv Parts $284.79 

Albrecht Manufacturing Inv Parts #120/Inv For Flood $1,533.86 

All Pro Embroidery Crest Badge/Caps $57.00 

All Seasons Garden Center Trees $111.27 
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American Tire Service Inv Parts/Flat Repairs $6,374.96 

American Tire Service Inc Inv Parts #107/Tires #510 $568.85 

Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services Mats/Cleaning Supplies/Mops $613.83 

Aqua Water Solutions Water Service $27.31 

Barta Alex Repair Ice Machine $132.00 

Batteries Plus Batteries #3278 & CT4432 $136.88 

Bert's Truck Equipment Truck Accessories $837.41 

Bobcat of Grand Forks Service Manual/Bobcat Rental For Flood $2,119.41 

Border States Electric Supply Bulbs/City Hall $79.80 

Bruce Jay Cleaning Demers Building $75.00 

Bryan Rock Products Inc Red Ball Diamond Agg $927.12 

Bud & Ralph's Appliance Service Inc Sunshine Terrace $22.60 

Bydal Designs Signs/RRSRA $148.88 

C&R Laundry & Cleaners Dry Cleaning May 09 PD/Fire $563.94 

Canon Financial Services Canon IRC 2550 $166.58 

Carquest Auto Parts Shop Supplies/Tail Light #314 $84.57 

Cole Papers Inc Foam Antibiotic $77.78 

Complete Pest Control Inc Pest Control $127.80 

CSI Forensic Supply Evidence Bags $123.33 

Cummins NPower LLC City Hall $9,724.25 

Custom Pools U Flow Basket $59.52 

Custom Stripes Inc Graphics #147 & 304 / Lettering $505.00 

Dakota Fence Repair Damaged Gate $884.00 

Dakota Mud Jack Water Fountain Repair $2,488.00 

Daydreams Specialities Nametags $4.50 

Diamond Cleaning Supply Richard Papenfuss Truck Wash Soap/Glass Cleaner/Sanitizer $1,023.48 

Display Sales Co Flag For Downtown Poles $1,976.91 

DNR Sign Shop Signs $127.73 

Eagle Electric Reprogram Clock/Generator Connections for Lift Stations $38,032.84 

East Side Travel Plaza Fuel  $322.67 

EFA Bench Slants $1,879.38 

Emily Abel & Community Bank Of RRV Down Payment Assistance Program $7,500.00 

Environmental Equipment Inv Parts #114 $99.35 

Environmental Resource Association Sample For DMRQA 29 Study $89.67 

Environmental Toxicity Control Inc WW Lagoon Discharge $775.00 

Exponent Public Hearing/P.Bushy/Posters RR Rendevous $152.05 

Fert L Lawn Spray 404 4th St NW/Riverwalk Center $97.98 

Filter Care Washed Filters $53.26 

Flat Plains Services Inc Trees On East & West Wing Of CH $249.21 

Forks Freightliner Diff Lock Repair #157 $401.25 

G&K Services Rugs $208.70 

Gaffaneys Ink/Pens/Office Supplies $58.06 

Galstad Jensen & Olson PA Prof Services $10,256.20 

Galstad Jensen McCann PA Trust Acct Stokes Property Land Purchase/17th Ave/09 AJ 1&2 $72,000.00 

Garden Hut Maint Supplies $3,985.57 
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Gerrells Sport Center Balls/Jerseys/Ump Shirts/Scorebooks/Bags $3,226.87 

GF City Utility Billing Landfill May 09 $14,511.75 

GF Fire Equipment Wrench $11.08 

GF Herald PW Clean Up/RRSRA Ad $789.00 

GF Welding & Machine Yoke & U Joint #114 $63.42 

Glass Pro's Inc Fix Closure $407.00 

Gopher State Lawn Sprinklers Check Backflow/Fix Break/Clean VB & Fill Fountain $306.27 

Grand Cities Towing Towing $90.00 

Grand Forks Taxi Company Dial  A Ride May 2009 $1,931.09 

H&R Construction Repair Guard Rails @ Point Bridge/Pavers $5,790.05 

H&S Construction Curb/Gutter/Pavers/Handicap Stamps $16,608.57 

Hajicek Rick Cleaning  $399.00 

Hardware Hank Misc Maint Supplies $3,882.45 

Hawkins Chemical Chlorine & Cylinders $1,585.79 

Heartland Paper Batteries/Cleaner/Bottles/Tissue/Liners $531.04 

Hedlund Mike Tuition Reimb $2,638.00 

Home of Economy Sprayer Parts $21.25 

Hugo's Bags/Cakes/Plates/Supplies $347.50 

Huizenga Scott Labor & Employee Relations Seminar/Mileage Reimb $82.13 

Integra Telecom LD $170.91 

International Code Council MN Uniform Fire Code Book $71.00 

Johnson Randall Sidewalk Reimb $250.00 

K&K Trucking Inc Road Gravel $2,116.08 

Kar Products Inv Parts $232.65 

Keith's Lock & Key Key Bak & Tags/Lock Box $178.08 

Kellermeyer Building Service Montly Cleaning Service/May $3,088.50 

Knudson Terry Meal/Mileage Reimb/Pay Equity Training $135.30 

Korynta Mark & Jill Refund For Baseball $60.00 

Korynta Ryan Safety Boots $28.82 

Lab Safety Supply Earphone/Earplugs $247.18 

Laker Chemical Tri Kill / Wipe Out Grain Herb $1,930.85 

League of MN Cities 2009 Directory Of City Officials/Annual Conference $302.19 

League of MN Cities 3rd Installment Mun Insurance  $48,188.70 

Lithia Payment Processing Inv Parts #541/547/Spark Plugs $517.34 

Lumber Mart Cedar/Stakes/Lumber Posts $447.93 

Lunseth Plumbing & Heating Cleaned & Sealed Exhaust $122.78 

Matthew Shunn & Alerus Financial Downpayment Assistance Program $2,463.00 

McDonald's of EGF Prisoner Meals $44.82 

MCFOA Membership Fees $35.00 

Menards Maint Supplies/Cleaning Supplies $162.52 

Michelle Henrickson & Grand Forks Abstract Deferred Loan Repayment $5,000.00 

Midcontinent Communications Broadcast Fees $2,475.00 

MN Dept of Labor & Industry Boiler Registration/VFW $40.00 

MN Dept of Revenue  Sales & Use Tax $1,343.00 

MN Pollution Contrl Bert Roberts Certification Fee $23.00 
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Newman Signs Install 1-20 Amp Branch Circuit/Sign Rental $2,704.25 

NFPA Dues $150.00 

North Central Rental & Leasing Rental April 09 $5,844.00 

O'Reilly Auto Parts Shop Supplies/Maint Supplies $1,488.74 

Old Dominion Brush Gutter Brooms #114 $670.95 

Opp Construction Paint Stripe Parking Lot/Street Repair  $22,236.00 

Orchard Oil Company Mower Oil $127.14 

Pamida Supplies $50.95 

Peterson Veterinarian Clinic P.C. May 2009 Pound Report $471.79 

Polk County Recorder Notary Registration Fees Terry Knudson $100.00 

Porta Mix Concrete Inc Landscape Rock $15.00 

Praxair Distribution Work Gloves/Cylinder Rental $264.91 

Premium Waters Inc Water Service $103.09 

Quality Flow Systems Inc Repair KSB Pump $183.54 

Quill Corp Ink/Bndrs/Tape/Labels/File Folders/Pens $260.28 

Revolution Cycle Engine Repair $105.70 

Rivards Turf & Forage Weed Control $354.22 

RJ Zavoral  $2,004.02 

RMB Environmental Lab Inc Pond Discharge/Samples/Pre-Discharge $360.00 

Rydell Chevrolet Warranty Work #103 $100.00 

S&S Worldwide Supplies $105.72 

Service Shoe Shop Repair Downtown Banners $100.00 

Simonson Station Stores Squad Car Washes $91.92 

Spray Advantage Spray Tip Parts $98.10 

St Cloud State Univ 09 MN Municipal Clerks Institute Reg $410.00 

Steamatic Clean Air Ducts $4,396.60 

Stennes Granite 10 o/c $4,100.00 

Sticky Construction Inc Caulk Pool $4,950.00 

Stone's Mobile Radio Prof Services/Antenna #510 $225.86 

Streichers Uniforms - Pants $236.95 

Stuart's Towing Training Aid/Car For Burning $100.00 

Sun Dot Communications ADSL Internet Service/Dsl Internet $138.49 

Sunshine Terrace Laundry Money April May June $150.00 

Supply Distribution Center Toner Cartidge $499.85 

Surplus Center Misc Inventory $19.84 

The Lodge At Brainerd Lakes Hotel Dick Grassel/Scott Huizenga $154.00 

Tony Dorn Inc Copies $315.93 

Tractor Supply Co Motor/Pump Assy/Sprayer Parts $827.29 

True Temp Replace Drive Wheels East RTU/Filters In RTU/Filter  $1,276.41 

Ultramax Ammunition $494.00 

United States Post Office PO Box Renewal 373/325/321/439 $320.00 

UPS Shipping For WW/Environmental Toxicity $81.11 

Valley Petroleum Equipment Repair Fuel Island Pump #1 $683.86 

Valley Truck Oil Filters $41.16 

Waste Mgmt Metal Box/Homes/Recycle/Greensite/Riverwalk $25,857.63 
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Water & Light Department Monthly Service $34,259.38 

WDAZ TV Advertising $1,771.00 

Wilbur Ellis  Chemical Spray $255.00 

Wizard's Enterprises Inc Custodial Services $490.00 

Xcel Energy Monthly Service $2,529.97 

Xerox Corporation Copy Maint $21.72 

 Total $420,355.53 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

BUCKALEW, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER TO ISSUE 

PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Leigh asked when the dip on Central Avenue would be fixed.  Mr. Boppre stated that it 

would be fixed sometime next week.   

 

Mr. Huizenga gave a brief update on the Governors Proposal regarding LGA cuts. 

 

Mr. Galstad asked if there is an easier way to view the council packets on the computers in the Council 

Chambers rather than having to scroll through all the information.  Ms French will contact Mr. Thompson 

regarding this request.  Mayor Stauss suggested finding a way to minimize the paper usage in the council 

packets.  Council Vice President Tweten would like to see all exhibits.   

 

Chief Hedlund announced that there will be a gathering at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, June 17, 2009 in the 

Training Room of City Hall for Rod Hajicek’s promotion as Lieutenant.   

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

DEMERS, TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 16, 2009 REGULAR MEETING OF THE EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:53 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 


