
WEEKLY MEMO 
 
 
Date:  October 1, 2010 
 

To: Mayor Lynn Stauss. Council President Dick Grassel, Vice President Henry Tweten, 
Council Members Marc Demers, Craig Buckalew, Wayne Gregoire, Greg Leigh, 
and Mike Pokrzywinski. 

 

From: Scott Huizenga 
 

RE:  Weekly Update  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
October 5, 2010 – 5:00 pm City Council Meeting 
October 6, 2010 – 5:00 pm Budget Meeting 
October 7, 2010 – 2:15 pm - MN Governor Candidate Tom Horner Visit – Council Chambers 
October 12, 2010 – 5:00 pm Work Session 
October 13, 2010 – 5:00 pm Budget Meeting 
October 14, 2010 – 7:00 pm Public Hearing – 2040 Comprehensive Plan – Council Chambers 
 

WEEKLY UPDATE: 
Curbside Chat 
Charles Marohn from Strong Towns hosted the Curbside Chat on Monday at City Hall.  Marohn 
reviewed the history of development patterns in many areas of the country, and he explained how 
current ideologies of unrestrained growth is unsustainable in the long run – especially as state 
and federal subsidies become scarce.  Many developments do not actually pay for themselves 
when one factors long-term maintenance to the City.  Marohn led an engaged dialogue; and he 
managed to convert some initial skeptics in attendance with his data and analysis.  Some 
materials from the presentation are attached for your convenience. 
 
Red River Basin Downstream Impact Group 
The working group met in the Council Chambers on Wednesday to discuss its proposal for a 
multi-jurisdictional Joint Powers Agreement.  The Agreement would allow the proposed 
authority to, among other items, execute contracts, authorize studies and other expenditure, and 
procure legal counsel.  The proposed agreement is attached.  The working group is asking 
communities to express their intent to execute or decline the proposed JPA by November.  
 
Budget Work Sessions 
Budget Work Sessions begin next Wednesday, October 6.  Public Works and Planning will 
present on Wednesday.  The Council will hear department presentations on each Wednesday 
evening in October. 
 
City Hall Energy and Building Improvements 
Bonnie Abel and Tom Spoor met with me this week to discuss potential energy savings for City 
Hall.  They will work with contractors on lighting improvements and changes (including turning 
off more lights at night), better weatherization options for doors, window shading, and plumbing 
improvements.  Ms. Abel recently entered City Hall energy statistics into an Energy Star 
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benchmarking tool. The early results indicated that City Hall ranked just 5 points out of a 100-
point scale (100 being the highest) for energy efficiency. City Hall, with its high ceilings and 
long corridors, was not optimally designed for energy efficiency.  Nonetheless, we can undertake 
certain improvements (“the little things”) to gain efficiencies where possible.  I thank Bonnie and 
Tom for undertaking this effort independently.    
 
COPS Grant 
The US Department of Justice notified the City that the City’s COPS hiring grant application 
was not awarded.  The Department awarded just 8 percent of total nationwide requests. 
 

Department Reports: 
 

Parks and Recreation, Dave Aker 
1 - Arts and Craft Show on Saturday and Sunday (Oct. 3 & 4) 
2 - 30 Tree stumps are being taken out by Paul's Stump Removal 
3 - The flower pots have been removed for the winter 
4 - The VFW Arena will have ice ready Oct. 20, Civic Center will be ready Oct 23 

Fire Department, Randy Gust 
5 members of the Fire Department attended the fall meeting of the Northern Region 
Firefighters Association. At the meeting elections were held and Chief Randy Gust was 
elected to the board of directors of the MN State Fire Chiefs Association representing 
Region 2 and Dale Dahlin was elected to represent Polk County for the Northern Region 
Firefighters. 
 
As a reminder the Fire Department will be holding its annual open house on the 4th of 
Oct. between 6:00pm and 8:00 pm, all are welcome. 
 
Public Works, John Wachter 
IQBID.com is hosting an online auction for the city.  The auction will begin on 
September 27 and run until October 6th.  You can go on line to this site and bid on the 
items that are on auction.   
 
SANITATION 
Residential fall clean-up will be held the week of October 4th -8th. Hazardous 
Waste/Electronics Drop Off is October 9 from 9am to 3pm at the Public Works Building.   
 
FLOOD CONTROL SYSTEM/STORMWATER 
The Army Corps of Engineers have contractors in town accessing levee right-of-way.  
They will also be gathering information and conducting centerline profiles and cross 
section surveys.  The contractors should be in town for approximately one week.   
 
The work to lift stations L8 and K1 has been delayed due to high river levels.  Once the 
river level subsides work will begin. Gowan Construction has been awarded the contract 
to increase pumping capacity at both the L8 (871 James Ave SE) and K1 (Valley Golf) 
storm lift stations. Additional pumps will be added to each lift station.  Also, two gate 
shafts at the L8 storm lift station will be repaired.   
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Dye testing has been completed for the State Park.  Dye testing of the storm water system 
will continue throughout the fall, as time permits.  To date, staff has not found any cross 
connections between the storm system and the wastewater system.  
 

            Library, Charlotte Helgeson 
A group of UND student volunteers will be washing windows at the Library on Saturday 
morning.  A Volunteer Potluck will be held Monday, October 4 from 5:30-7 pm in the 
large meeting room.  Bring a dish and find out who else supports our library with their 
time and energy.   
 

AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
The consent agenda includes the winter snow plow lease; the successful completion of two 
employees’ probationary periods; and a taxi license application.  The applicant’s background 
check included no substantive violations in the last 10-15 years. 
 
11-12. The Planning Commission recommends approval of the rezone and preliminary plat for 
the “Coulee View Addition,” which is City-owned property along 17th Street SE.  This is 
commonly referred to as the “Stokes Property.”  The City will market the platted lots for 
residential sale. 
 
13. The Metropolitan Planning Organization seeks approval to issue a new Request for Proposals 
(RFP) for a Dial-A-Ride service provider.  The primary change to the new RFP is an increase in 
the minimum age of qualification from 55 to 62.  MPO staff will be on hand to answer any 
questions.  This motion authorizes the terms and conditions of the RFP only.  The service 
agreement will be approved after a service provider is selected.  
 
14.  Chief Gust requests approval to recruit for a vacant firefighter position. 
 
15.  The resolution would accept a grant award from the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) for trail improvements leading to LaFave Park.  The City is responsible for 50-
percent of the construction costs. 
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