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APPROVED 

MINUTES 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2010 – 5:00 PM 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for May 18, 2010 was called to order 

by Council President Dick Grassel at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  

Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Dick Grassel, Council Vice President Henry Tweten, 

Council Member Marc Demers, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Greg Leigh. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:   

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water 

& Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, Planning & Zoning; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Randy Gust, Fire 

Chief; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Jim Richter, EDHA 

Director, and John Wachter, Public Works Superintendent. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research 

and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come 

up to the podium to do so. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 4, 2010.  

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 11, 2010. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) AND TWO (2) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:  Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Leigh 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent:  Buckalew, Gregoire 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

3. Consider approving the construction of a new Columbarium at the Cemetery for a total cost of 

$14950.00 (concrete base, granite clad cabinet and labor) provided the Resurrection Cemetery board 

is able to pre-sell a set number of niches.  

 

4. Consider approving the Opp Constructions proposal for repair of 8
th

 Ave NE & Gateway Dr. for the 

total cost of $10,400.00. 

 

5. Consider authorizing the Fire Department to purchase a new 1 ton 4x4 Quad-Cab Pickup for 

$24,692.49 from Midway Ford in Roseville, MN.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO APPROVE CONSENT MOTIONS NUMBER THREE (3) THROUGH 

FIVE (5) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:  Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Leigh 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent:  Buckalew, Gregoire 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

 

6. Minutes of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission for April 15, 2010. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

7. Consider adopting Resolution 10-05-62 to request the Commissioner of Transportation, upon the basis 

of an engineering and traffic investigation, to authorize the erection of appropriate signs designating a 

reasonable and safe speed limit upon River Road.  
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-05-62 TO REQUEST THE 

COMMISSIONER OF TRANSPORTATION, UPON THE BASIS OF AN ENGINEERING AND 

TRAFFIC INVESTIGATION, TO AUTHORIZE THE ERECTION OF APPROPRIATE SIGNS 

DESIGNATING A REASONABLE AND SAFE SPEED LIMIT UPON RIVER ROAD. 

 

Voting Aye:  Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Leigh 

Voting Nay: None 

Absent:  Buckalew, Gregoire 

 

8. Consider approving the special event license “Blue Moose Bar & Grill” to hold weekly outdoor 

activities serving alcohol on city property on the river side of the restaurant throughout the summer on 

Monday evenings, beginning June 7
th

 and ending August 30
th

, 2010 providing proof of liability 

insurance. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO THE SPECIAL EVENT LICENSE “BLUE MOOSE BAR & 

GRILL” TO HOLD WEEKLY OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES SERVING ALCOHOL ON CITY 

PROPERTY ON THE RIVER SIDE OF THE RESTAURANT THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER 

ON MONDAY EVENINGS, BEGINNING JUNE 7
TH

 AND ENDING AUGUST 30
TH

, 2010 

PROVIDING PROOF OF LIABILITY INSURANCE. 

 

Council President Grassel asked about the location of the event, and whether it would be on the wet side 

or the dry side of the flood wall.  Mayor Stauss asked how many people were expected for the event each 

week.  Council Member Leigh asked if participants would be in an enclosed area for the purposes of 

alcohol consumption.  Mr. Huizenga stated that the applicant had provided all waivers and insurance 

coverages requisite with the application; and that the City typically allows many types of events on City 

property in the greenway area. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH WITHDREW THE MOTION TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL 

EVENT LICENSE.  COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI WITHDREW THE SECOND.  

 

9. Consider approving the application for a special event license for “Northern Helicopters” giving 

helicopter rides in the River Cinema parking lot on Friday, May 21 and Sunday, May 23, 2010.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL EVENT LICENSE 

FOR “NORTHERN HELICOPTERS” GIVING HELICOPTER RIDES IN THE RIVERWALK 

PARKING LOT ON FRIDAY, MAY 21 AND SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2010. 

 

Council Member Tweten asked if this was the same organizer as the previous event. Mr. Huizenga 

responded that it was a different group at would be at the Grand Forks Air Force Base for an air show.  

Mr. Pokrzywinski asked Dave Homstad, owner of Blue Moose Bar and Grill, if he foresaw any parking 

issues with the event.  Mr. Homstad responded that he saw no issues. 
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Voting Aye:  Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Leigh 

Voting Nay: None 

Absent:  Buckalew, Gregoire 

 

CLAIMS:  
 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-05-63 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check number 6267 for a total of $684.57 

whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-05-63 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBER 6267 FOR A TOTAL 

OF $684.57 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:  Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Leigh 

Voting Nay: None 

Absent:  Buckalew, Gregoire 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-05-64 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Bert’s Truck Equipment the goods referenced in check number 6228 for a 

total of $4.05 whereas Council Member Gregoire is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-05-64 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

BERT’S TRUCK EQUIPMENT THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBER 6228 FOR 

A TOTAL OF $4.05 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER GREGOIRE IS PERSONALLY 

INTERESTED FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:  Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Leigh 

Voting Nay: None 

Absent:  Buckalew, Gregoire 

 

 

12. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

3D Specialties Installation/Rental & Remo 4401.75 

Advanced Business Methods Inc Copier Contract 173.92 

Aker Dave Reimburse Hotel/Meals/CPO Class Moorhead 132.14 

All Seasons Garden Center Garden Supplies/Trees 157.24 

Alltel Cell Phone Services 382.97 

American Tire Service Tire Repairs 790.14 
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Ameripride Linen & Apparel 
Services General Supplies 317.19 

Anderson Mike Reimburse Meals/School in St. Paul 193 

Aqua Water Solutions 5 Gal/Bottle Deposit 38.85 

Aquacide Company Aquacide Pellets 330.77 

Auto Glass & Aftermarket Inc Windshields 310 

Bakken Kara Reimbursement for DPA Overpayment 131.61 

Bert's Truck Equipment Switch #157 4.05 

Best West The Falls Inn & Suites Seminar  692.28 

Brite-Way Window Cleaning Riverwalk Center Windows 50 

Bruce Jay April Cleaning Demers Building/4 days 60 

Business Essentials General Office Supplies 192.89 

Butler Machinery Co Repair Parts #118 213.85 

C&R Laundry & Cleaners Uniform Cleaning 391.62 

Canon Financial Services Copier Fees 167.1 

Cash Donald Scott April Dial-A-Ride/Senior Rider Services 2185.19 

CBCS Per-Account Charge/April 25 

City of Annadale Shotgun Armorer Course 4/29/10 - Robertson/Olson 180 

Civic Plus Monthly Services May-Dec 2010 2000 

Commercial Printing Summer Brochure 1132.88 

Country Inn & Suites-BWI Travel Expense - Patrol 87.9 

Country Inn St.Paul East Lodging for Training /Anderson/Demers 224.97 

Dacotah Paper Co Garbage Can Liners 77.98 

Dakota Supply Group CFL Lamp/Ultra Lighting/Lamp Flour-Eco 250.59 

Dakota TV & Appliance Lid Switch/Maytag Washer 2140.22 

DeMers Steve Reimburse Meals/School in St. Paul 193 

Diamond Cleaning Supply  Turn Towels/TP 139.37 

Eagle Electric Electric Services 569.03 

Electric Pump Flygt Floats For Lifts 607.05 

Explorer Post #38 Squad Car Cleaning 40 

Exponent Promotional Advertising 390.92 

FS Engineering Professional Services 8136 

G&K Services Custodial Services 74.33 

Gaffaneys Laser Toner Cartridges 272.5 

Galstad Jensen & McCann PA Professional Services 9264.46 

Garden Hut Inc Toro Parts/Blade/V-Belt 1327.62 

GF City Utility Billing April Landfill Charges 13862.5 

GF Fire Equipment Fire Extinguisher Recharge/Foam Nozzle 565 

GF Herald Ad for Home Improvement Program 363 

GF Park District 2010 Greenway Annual Marketing Payment 350 

Gopher State Lawn Sprinklers Maintance Contract 520 

Grand Forks Environmental Lab Lab Sample/Campground 26 

Gulbranson Dale Reimburse Meals/Mileage/CPO Class Moorhead 127 
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Hadden Garry Reimburse/Return Scoreboard Parts 27.32 

Hajicek Rick Cleaning Services 418 

Hajicek Rod Reimburse Driving School/GFAFB 8.25 

Hardware Hank General Supplies 684.57 

Heartland Paper General Supplies 401.59 

Hilary /Cathy Ryan and US Bank New Construction Incentive 5000 

Hugo's General Supplies 38.29 

Integra Telecom Long Distance Services 187.77 

Keith's Security World Key Tags 87 

Kellermeyer Building Service April Cleaning Services-Riverwalk 1923.75 

Kelly Services Temp Salaries 465.5 

League of MN Cities Workers Comp Audit-1st Quarter 112 

Liberty Flag & Specialty Company Nylon Flag for Campground 31.45 

Lorene Keehr Haz Waste Sign/Brown Signs for Floodwalls 352.28 

Mamma Maria's Restaurant 11 Meals Delivered 113.15 

Manias Michelle EVOC Training/GFAFB 8.25 

Merkens Seth Reimburse EVOC Training/GFAFB 8.25 

Michael & Beverly Moulton Plaques/Volunteers & Board 80.69 

Midcontinent Communications Cable Services/Sunshine Terrace 736 

Midwest Playscapes Playground Equipment 8908.94 

MN Dept of Revenue Annual Fee/WWTP 5900 

MTI Distributing Company Toro Lawn Mower 48088.21 

Nelson Dillon WW Training/Fergus Falls/Reimbursement 103 

Newman Signs Cabela's Sign Rental/Installation 2580 

O'Reilly Auto Parts Tools/Supply 172.53 

Old Dominion Brush Sweeper Parts #112 1840.1 

Olson Chris Shotgun Armorer School/Annadale MN 71.76 

Opp Construction City Striping/Tree Removal 3534.8 

Peterson Veterinarian Clinic P.C. Pound Report April 2010 543.08 

Polk County DAC Shredding Services/April 17.31 

Polk County Recorder Filing Fee/Repayment Agreements 276 

Poolman Mark Landscaping Incentive 500 

Praxair Distribution Work Gloves/Cylinder Rental 222.87 

Premium Waters Inc Water Delivery Service 84.62 

Quill Corp Office Supplies 264.11 

Qwest Sunshine Terrace/Town Square 173.59 

Reznicek Anthony MCTC Recognition/Camp Dodge IA/Reimbursement 58 

RJ Zavoral & Sons Moving Snow Away From Floodwall 2480 

RMB Environmental Lab Inc Predischarge Sampling 261 

Ryan Hillary & Cathy Landscaping Incentive 500 

Rydell Chevrolet Blower Motor & Actuator 215.21 

S&S Towing & Repair Repair Riding Mower 304.41 

Sam's Club Paper Products for Office (EDHA) 72.87 
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Schrage Aeisso 
MCTC Drug Abuse Recog/Camp Dodge 
IA/Reimbursement for Meals/Gas 97.64 

Signature Jewelers Gift Certificate Reimbursement 50 

Skinner Roofing Shingles Replaced/Sunshine Terrace 692 

Stennes Granite Open & Close Grave 3325 

Streichers Uniforms-Patrol 213.43 

Sun Dot Communications DSL Internet Services/April 2010 138.49 

Thompson Dave Training/Ottertail/Reimburse Meal 17.25 

Tony Dorn Inc April Copier Contract 123.37 

US Bearings & Drives Seals 12.6 

Vonasek Terry MN Pollution Control License/Reimbursement 261 

W.D. Larson Companies LTD Inc Door Parts/Nozzles 240.74 

Wachter John WW Training in Fergus Falls/Reimbursement 120 

Waste Mgmt Utilities 34865.45 

Water & Light Department Utilities 45922.4 

WC Wolff Company Online Order - Mossberg Magazine Springs 50.25 

Whalen Mark Pehram Class/Reimburse Meal 17.25 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER 

TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye:  Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Leigh 

Voting Nay: None 

Absent:  Buckalew, Gregoire 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

8. Consider approving the special event license “Blue Moose Bar & Grill” to hold weekly outdoor 

activities serving alcohol on city property on the river side of the restaurant throughout the summer on 

Monday evenings, beginning June 7
th

 and ending August 30
th

, 2010 providing proof of liability 

insurance. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO THE SPECIAL EVENT LICENSE “BLUE MOOSE BAR & 

GRILL” TO HOLD WEEKLY OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES SERVING ALCOHOL ON CITY 

PROPERTY ON THE RIVER SIDE OF THE RESTAURANT THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER 

ON MONDAY EVENINGS, BEGINNING JUNE 7
TH

 AND ENDING AUGUST 30
TH

, 2010 

PROVIDING PROOF OF LIABILITY INSURANCE. 
 

Dave Homstad addressed the Council on behalf of Blue Moose Bar and Grill. The establishment would be 

responsible for crowd control and beverage consumption.  Council Member DeMers stated that that the 

request is similar to persons who apply for an alcohol consumption permit in City Parks. He also stated 

that the Blue Moose is assuming the risk of its liquor license. 
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Voting Aye:  Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Leigh 

Voting Nay: None 

Absent:  Buckalew, Gregoire 

 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Mayor Stauss acknowledged a donation of $6000 from the Greater Grand Forks Community Foundation 

for the production of a video for the 125
th

 Anniversary Foundation.  He also complimented the newly-

installed banners downtown. 

 

Council Member DeMers announced the Comprehensive Plan hearings at three locations in the City. 

 

Council Vice President Tweten talked about the Tri-Cities meeting attended by Mayor Stauss, Council 

President Grassel, Council Vice President Tweten, and Mr. Huizenga. 

 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADJOURN THE MAY 18, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:47 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:  Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Leigh 

Voting Nay: None 

Absent:  Buckalew, Gregoire 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 


