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APPROVED 

MINUTES 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2010 – 5:00 PM 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for April 20, 2010 was called to order 

by Council President Dick Grassel at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  

Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Dick Grassel, Council Vice President Henry Tweten, 

Council Member Marc Demers, Craig Buckalew (5:03 pm), Wayne Gregoire, Mike Pokrzywinski, 

and Greg Leigh (5:03 pm). 

 

STAFF PRESENT:   

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water 

& Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, Planning & Zoning; Michelle French, Executive Assistant; Ron 

Galstad, City Attorney; Randy Gust, Fire Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Scott 

Huizenga, City Administrator; Jim Richter, EDHA Director; and John Wachter, Public Works 

Superintendent. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research 

and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come 

up to the podium to do so. 

 

Mark Poolman, 2324 Pebble Beach Rd, wanted to know how the sewer backup happened and how it will 

be prevented in the future.  Mr. Huizenga stated that the City is unsure how the casting came off.  Mr. 

Wachter announced that the area is farmed and will not be in the future.  The City will level the land and 

raise the manhole cover to try to prevent future backup.  Mr. Boppre informed City Council that this 

infrastructure was put in place in 2004 and this was the first problem that has occurred.   



CITY COUNCIL MEETING  APRIL 20, 2010 

2 | P a g e  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of April 6, 2010.  

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of April 13, 2010. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) AND TWO (2) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:     Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:   

 

3. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-04-44 a Resolution accepting and awarding bid for 

improvement for “2009 Assessment Job No. 2 – Paving – 17
th

 Ave. SE” to Opp Construction for a 

base bid price of $237,787.60 and total base bid plus alternate bid price of $270,688.80. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-04-44 A RESOLUTION 

ACCEPTING AND AWARDING BID FOR IMPROVEMENT FOR “2009 ASSESSMENT JOB 

NO. 2 – PAVING – 17
TH

 AVE. SE” TO OPP CONSTRUCTION FOR A BASE BID PRICE OF 

$237,787.60 AND TOTAL BASE BID PLUS ALTERNATE BID PRICE OF $270,688.80. 

 

Council Member Leigh asked what side the sidewalk was going to be located.  Mr. Boppre announced 

that they are voting on the sidewalk to be placed on the left side of the road due to the elevation and 

drainage issues if it were placed on the other side.   

 

Voting Aye:     Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: DeMers. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

 

4. Public Hearing to adopt Resolution No. 10-04-45 a Resolution to consider the Enterprise Zone tax 

credits for 2010. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-

04-45 A RESOLUTION TO CONSIDER THE ENTERPRISE ZONE TAX CREDITS FOR 2010. 

 

Voting Aye:     Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   None. 
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5. Public Hearing for “2010 Assessment Job No. 1 - Paving” – Point of Woods 5
th

 Addition.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR “2010 ASSESSMENT JOB NO. 1 

- PAVING” – POINT OF WOODS 5
TH

 ADDITION. 

 

Mr. Boppre announced that the City received a petition with 8 signatures totaling 39.7% to pave Laurel 

Dr. SE.  He stated that the State Statute requires 35% of signatures.  Bob Peabody stated that he is not 

opposed to paving; he just can’t afford to pay assessments and taxes on property not sold so therefore he 

will need to forfeit some property.  Mr. Peabody stated that if two lots are issued building permits or hold 

off one more year, whichever comes first, then go ahead and pave the street.   

 

Phil Knutson, 1321 Laurel Drive SE, stated that he started the petition two years ago and has the required 

signatures.  Council Vice President Tweten announced that the petition complies with the law so therefore 

we should pave.  Council Member Leigh sympathized on the situation but lots are not selling.  The golf 

course is a prime example, the City is stuck with assessments and with budget cuts the City will need to 

look at cutting services.   

 

Ben Moen, 1512 Laurel Dr SE, expressed his concern of mud on the roads and the covenants when you 

purchase a lot you must purchase materials from Lumber Mart.  He stated that if you need to sell a lot, he 

will sell his current house and consider a lot sold. 

 

Discussion occurred regarding the other entrance.  Ms Ellis stated that this is a dedicated cart-way used 

for public use and should not be blocked off.  Mayor Stauss stated that the City has policies and the 

petition met the requirements however he understands from a developer side as well.  The City is already 

taking a hit on the golf course lots.  Council Vice President Tweten recommended a 20 year assessment.   

 

Mike Bergeron, 1324 Laurel Dr. SE, stated that he was told that in the spring or summer of 2009 this area 

would be paved, a developer must be prepared to take risks.  Council Member Buckalew announced that 

the City needs to look at the process because he doesn’t like to be the one to make this decision.  Council 

Member Pokrzywinski informed City Council that Mr. Peabody would be in direct competition with the 

City on development. 

 

Steve Emery, 1524 Laurel Dr. SE, informed City Council that after 4 years of blading and snow removal 

the curb and gutter needs to be replaced.  Kids are unable to bike or rollerblade because of the gravel.  He 

stated that prices are not getting any cheaper. 

 

Voting Aye:     Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 
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6. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-04-46 a Resolution approving the Intergovernmental 

Agreement amendment for the FY2010 Cost Allocation for the Fixed Route Bus Services. 

 

7. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-04-47 a Resolution declaring that the City of East Grand 

Forks acts as the legal sponsor for an application for the FY 2010/2011 funding to the State of 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for the trail maintenance of snowmobile trails 

managed by the Red River Snowmobile Club. 

 

8.  Consider approving the 2010 Airborne Custom Spraying Agreement for mosquito control. 

 

9. Consider awarding the quote to Northwest Asphalt & Maintenance for $.49/foot for crack sealing 

repairs. 

 

10. Consider awarding the quote to Comstock Custom Mowing for flood debris removal and cleanup. 

 

11. Consider awarding the quote to H&S Construction for repair of manholes and catch basins to 

include associated curbing and panel replacement. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO APPROVE CONSENT MOTIONS NUMBER SIX (6) 

THROUGH ELEVEN (11) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:     Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

 NONE.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

12. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-04-48 a Resolution ordering improvements and preparation of 

plans and specifications for “2010 Assessment Job No. 1 – Paving – Point of Woods 5
th

 Addition”. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-04-48 A RESOLUTION ORDERING 

IMPROVEMENTS AND PREPARATION OF PLANS AN DSPECIFICATIONS FOR “2010 

ASSESSMENT JOB NO.1 – PAVING – POINT OF WOODS 5
TH

 ADDITION. 

 

Council President Grassel stated that this motion is to order the plans and specifications and another 

public hearing will be scheduled before awarding the project.  Mr. Peabody requested a copy of the plans 

and specifications prior to the meeting. 
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Voting Aye:     Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, DeMers, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   Leigh and Pokrzywinski. 

 

13. Consider approving the LELS Labor Agreement from January 1, 2010 through December 31, 2012. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO APPROVE THE LELS LABOR AGREEMENT FROM 

JANUARY 1, 2010 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2012. 

 

Voting Aye:     Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

CLAIMS:  
 

14. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-04-49 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check number 6008 for a total of 

$595.06 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-04-49 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBER 6008 FOR A TOTAL 

OF $595.065 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:     Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

15. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

3D Specialties Safety Glasses $105.22 

Acme Electric Companies Coupler/Gate & Acuator/Equip Rental $2,575.85 

Advanced Business Methods Inc Copier Contract $158.46 

Aker Dave DNR State CG/MN Regional Parks & Trails Reimburse $111.26 

Alltel Cell Phone Service $397.50 

American Tire Service Tires/Tire Fill/Tire Repair $1,602.44 

Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services Lotion/Soap/Towels $602.13 

Aqua Water Solutions 5 gallon water/deposit $44.60 

Batteries Plus Battery for Green Site $21.34 

Beacon Athletics Ag Lime Chalk For Ball Diamond $1,935.00 

Big Jim's East Side Tire Lawn Garden Turf $35.90 

Brady Martz & Associates Audit Services (2009) $13,500.00 

Brite-Way Window Cleaning Riverwalk Mall Entrys $50.00 
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Bydal Designs Campground Sign $90.84 

C&R Laundry & Cleaners Dry Cleaning/PD Investigations/Patrol/FD $477.50 

Canon Financial Services Copier Maintenance $167.10 

Carrot Top Industries Inc MN Flags $92.59 

Cash Donald Scott Feb / March 2010 Dial - A - Ride $4,296.74 

CBCS Per Account Charge $40.00 

Clear Channel Communications Commericals $150.00 

CNA Surety MN Utility Permit $100.00 

Coalition of Greater MN Cities Public Labor & Employee Relations Summer Seminar $110.00 

Cole Papers Inc Supplies $412.10 

Complete Pest Control Inc Pest Control/Gopher Report/Inspections $1,672.61 

Custom Stripes Inc Graphics  $208.00 

Dakota Inc Clutch/Motor #952 $470.00 

Dakota TV & Appliance White Goods/Fridge $582.43 

Department of Public Safety CJDN Connect $1,530.00 

Dragich Mark Reimburse Mileage/VFW Baseball Meeting $64.00 

Eagle Electric Blower/Sump Pump/Lamps/Troubleshooting $6,632.31 

East Side Travel Plaza Fuel Squad Cars $38.05 

Emerson Music and Sound Re-Wire Sound System At Rink $50.00 

Emphasys Computer Solutions Quarterly Software Maint Agreement $1,739.54 

Environmental Equipment xGutter Brooms #114 $673.31 

Explorer Post #38 Squad Car Cleaning $40.00 

Exponent Flood Clean-Up Ad $39.00 

Fastenal Company Loctite/Hydsealant/Hooks for Spreader(flood) $171.52 

Finest Auto Trim Inc. Labor/Material For Seat Repair $300.00 

Flaherty & Hood PA Labor & Employment Services March 2010 $1,176.45 

Floan Sanders Professional Services $18,236.00 

Forensics Source  Drug Test Kits  $16 $203.44 

G&K Services Custodial Services $251.85 

Gaffaneys Calendar/Ink Jet $97.90 

Galstad Jensen & McCann PA Professional Services $10,148.22 

George's Quick Printing Office Supplies $249.03 

GF City Utility Billing Landfill Charge Tickets $14,767.60 

GF Fire Equipment Recharge Fire Extinguishers/Hip Boot $248.49 

GF Herald Fire Subscription/Advertising $403.95 

GF Welding & Machine x U-Joint $56.79 

GGF Convention & Visitors Bureau Feb Lodging Tax Plaza Ck #8895 $236.57 

Government Finance Officers Association Membership Renewal/Mem #52326006 $170.00 

Grand Cities Towing Tow Ford F15/800 Blck $53.44 

Hajicek Rick Cleaning Services $275.50 

Hardware Hank General Supplies $595.06 

Heartland Paper General Supplies $150.13 

Huizenga Scott City Admin Meeting/Intergovernmental Meeting $61.40 
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ICS Instrument Control Systems VFD Maint & Adjustment $2,340.20 

Integrated Process Solutions Inc Elec Timer/Relay Out/Pump Safe Module/Lift Repairs $3,233.30 

Ironman Welding Inc Hockey Goal Frames. $850.00 

Jet Way Multiple Services Inc Clean San Sewer Lines $5,480.00 

Jordheim Scott Reimburse Gas/Clan-Lab Training $47.55 

K&K Trucking Inc Gravel Class 5 $1,700.47 

Keith's Security World City Hall/Flag Poles $91.71 

Kellermeyer Building Service Cleaning Services $2,671.88 

Laker Chemical Fine Road Patch/EZ Dose It $2,377.44 

Laser Systems HP Color Printer Cartridges $297.96 

League of MN Cities 2010 Joint Legislative Conference $160.00 

League of MN Cities City Employee Backed into Parked Car While Moving Snow. $999.00 

Locators & Supplies Inc Safety Vests/Utility Markers $752.96 

Lorene Keehr No Dumping Stickers $250.00 

Lumber Mart Plywood For L8 $26.48 

Lunski Plumbing Inc Replace Ball Valve $225.37 

Lynne Gladwin Campground Computer $73.61 

Mankie Jon Reimburse Ice Show $191.19 

McDonald's of EGF Prisioner Meals 3/16-4/4 $65.68 

MCFOA MN Municipal Clerks Institute/Brooklyn Center $260.00 

Meritcare Hep. Shots $491.00 

Metropolitan Planning Organization Planning Hours/Local Share/Transit Hours $11,188.95 

Midcontinent Communications Sunshine Terrace Cable $741.00 

Midwest Refrigeration Inc Turn Ice Plant Off $54.50 

MN Dept of Labor & Industry FD Boiler Registration $20.00 

MN Municipal Utilities Assoc City Portion/Safety Management Program $3,543.75 

Newman Signs Sign Rental $1,580.00 

Northern Lights Figure Skating 25% Ice Show Gate $991.25 

O'Reilly Auto Parts General Supplies $1,651.03 

Opp Construction Flood Work/March 2010 $1,677.50 

Otis Elevator Company City Hall Elevator $1,800.00 

Party America Corp Offices Ice Show Supplies $169.28 

Peterson Veterinarian Clinic P.C. Pound Report March 2010 $619.49 

Police Dept Replace Petty Cash Money/Used for Insured Mail $13.74 

Praxair Distribution Plastic Shields/Acetylene Cylinder $86.47 

Premium Waters Inc Water Delivery Service $117.62 

Quill Corp Office Supplies $255.56 

Qwest Phone Service $2,216.54 

Red River Snowmobile Club MN Management & Budget Grant $4,703.48 

Reed Business Information 2009 AJ No.2 Ad $263.22 

Resharpit Inc Blade Sharpening $175.00 

RMB Environmental Lab Inc ER Discharge #14 Lift $43.00 

Rydell Chevrolet Repair Parts $1,516.45 
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Sam's Club Annual Membership Fee $105.00 

Shades of Gray Bust A Caps $202.37 

SimplexGrinnell Alarm-Camera Repair $365.00 

Skinner Roofing Remove Snow/Ice/Repair Seam in Roof $1,290.00 

Spoor Tom Reimburse/Mileage & Dues $158.20 

Steamatic of GF Water Restoration (#118/#222) $35.80 

Stuart's Towing Lift & Tow $106.88 

Sun Dot Communications ADSL Circuit/DSL Access and Services $138.49 

Sunshine Terrace Petty Cash Reimbursment $42.49 

Superior Fenders Inc 143H Front Fenders & Labor $1,041.78 

Surface Specialists of NW Minnesota Unit 225 $395.00 

Tony Dorn Inc Copier Contract Fees $103.45 

True Temp Normal Service Labor (No. 2 Boiler) $96.25 

University of Minnesota Asphalt Paving Seminar/S.Kovar $75.00 

US Bearings & Drives Bearings $167.43 

US Figure Skating Association Figure Skating Badges $26.25 

Waste Mgmt Refuse/Recycling/Greensite $28,386.01 

Water & Light Department Postage/Utility Services $39,448.87 

Zavoral Paul Snow Out Of Ditch $1,800.00 

 
Total $218,667.06 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-

TREASURER TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye:     Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Pokrzywinski commented on the work done on the downtown parking.  He stated that 

business owners need to talk to their employees about leaving the prime parking for customers. 

 

Council President Grassel stated that now the snow is gone and the 2000 pound tulips (vehicles) are now 

visible.  He stated that 67 vehicles need to be tagged.   

 

Mr. Wachter announced that Spring Cleanup will be the 1
st
 week in May on your normal garbage pickup 

with hazardous waste and electronic drop off at Public Works on May 1
st
.   

 

Council Member Leigh asked if anything could be done with the dust on Laurel Drive in the mean time.  

Mr. Wachter stated that calcium chloride is put down but it wears out with the traffic and blading.  He 

announced that every gravel road except alleys gets this. 
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ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO ADJOURN THE APRIL 20, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:11 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:    Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 


