
APPROVED 

WORK SESSION MINUTES 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 2010 – 5:00 PM 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for
 
March 23, 2010 was called to order by 

Council President Dick Grassel at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Dick Grassel, Council Vice President Henry Tweten, Council Members 

Marc DeMers, Craig Buckalew (5:01 pm), Wayne Gregoire, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Greg Leigh. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:   

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Brad Bail, City Engineer; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; 

Michelle French, Executive Assistant; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Randy Gust, Fire Chief; Mike 

Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Jim 

Richter, EDHA Director; and John Wachter, Public Works Superintendent. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

1. Report of Feasibility – 2010 Assessment Job No. 1 – Paving Point of Woods 5
th

 Addition – 

Greg Boppre 

 

Mr. Boppre announced that a petition has been turned into the City Administration office for the paving 

of Laurel Drive SE.  The percentage of front footage on the petition is 40%; State Statute requires 35%.  

Mr. Boppre stated that the proposed street construction cost would be approximately $271,818.75.  Mayor 

Stauss asked how much would be assessed to the developer.  Council Member Leigh stated approximately 

$132,000.  Mayor Stauss informed City Council that the economy is tough and it’s hard to sell lots.  Mr. 

Boppre suggested forwarding this petition to City Council to schedule a public hearing.   

 

2. Sanitary Sewer Phase 2 Presentation – Greg Boppre 

 

Mr. Boppre stated that in 2008 the City performed the first phase of the sanitary sewer project that 

included the lift stations, gravity sewer, and force mains.  The City Council decided to hold off on the 

sewage ponds to see the results from phase 1.  Mr. Bail explained the inflow/infiltration results for 2009.  

Council Member Pokrzywinski stated that he would like to see the numbers prior to phase 1 and compare.  

Mr. Boppre stated that MPCA is not pushing phase 2, however, if the City chooses to hold off, the City 

will need to send a letter to the state so the funds would be available for other cities.  Discussion occurred 
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regarding funding.  Mr. Boppre announced that the City does not qualify for principle forgiveness because 

our rates are too low.  Mr. Boppre and Mr. Bail discussed phase 2 and the option of sending our waste to 

the City of Grand Forks and what the associated cost would be.  A comparison of the pros and cons were 

presented.  Discussion occurred regarding a third pond.  Mr. Boppre recommended continuing the growth 

of our own system rather than going with the City of Grand Forks.  Council President Grassel feels that if 

we go with the City of Grand Forks, all costs would go to the East Grand Forks residents.   

 

3. Business Development Infrastructure Application – Jim Richter 

 

Mr. Richter announced that this is an application in conjunction with the Federal EHA for funds to do the 

street, storm sewer, sanitary sewer, and water expansion in the industrial park.  He stated that owners will 

be assessed.  This item will be referred to City Council for action. 

 

4. Other 

 

Mayor Stauss announced that he spoke with Senators and Governors this past weekend regarding the 

Police Department, Red River State Recreation Area (RRSRA), and Local Government Aid (LGA).  He 

stated that he will be meeting on April 8
th

 with the DNR regarding the RRSRA. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADJOURN THE MARCH 23, 2010 WORK SESSION OF 

THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:26 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew and Gregoire. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 


