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APPROVED 

MINUTES 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2010 – 5:00 PM 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for March 2, 2010 was called to order 

by Council President Dick Grassel at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  

Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Dick Grassel, Council Vice President Henry Tweten, 

Council Member Marc Demers, Craig Buckalew, Wayne Gregoire, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Greg 

Leigh. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:   

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water 

& Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, Planning & Zoning; Michelle French, Executive Assistant; Ron 

Galstad, City Attorney; Randy Gust, Fire Chief; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, 

Library Director; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; and Jim Richter, EDHA Director.  

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research 

and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come 

up to the podium to do so. 

 

Mr. Boppre presented the Minnesota Society of Professional Engineering “Seven Wonders of Engineering 

Award” to the City of East Grand Forks.  He stated that the City also won the project of the year. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of February 23, 2010. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO APPROVE THE “REGULAR MEETING” FOR THE EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL OF FEBRUARY 23, 2010. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

Council Member DeMers asked about the Taxi Cab License and other licensing in the City.  Ms French 

announced that the Yellow Cab, Co. met all requirements.  She stated that there are many businesses 

within the community that are not licensed with the City.  Ms French announced that she has been 

sending out letters to businesses who should obtain a City license; it’s just a matter of enforcement. 
 

2. Consider approving the application for a temporary on-sale liquor license for the Sacred Heart 

Church and School to be held April 17, 2010 at Sacred Heart Social Hall and contract with Liberty 

Lanes for intoxicating liquor services. 

 

3. Consider approving the application for a Special Event for the Winter Triathlon from 10:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. on March 6, 2010.  

 

4. Consider approving the application for a Special Event for the Grand Cities Art Fest on June 12, 

2010 from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and June 13, 2010 from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and wave the 

Transient Merchant License Fee. 

 

5. Consider approving the application for a Taxi Cab License to Yellow Cab, Co, 1010 4
th

 Ave. NW, 

East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO APPROVE CONSENT MOTIONS NUMBER TWO (2) THROUGH 

FIVE (5) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 
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ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

 

6. The minutes of the East Grand Forks Campbell Library Board Meeting for February 23, 2010. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE. 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

7. Consider adopting Ordinance No. 310 3
rd

 Series, an Ordinance of the City of East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota amending City Code Title XI Business Regulations Chapter 117 entitled “(Alcoholic 

Beverages” by adding Section 117.70 entitled Caterer’s Permit; and by adopting by reference City 

Code Title I, Chapter 10 and Section 10.99 which, among other things, contain penalty provisions. 

(2
nd

 Reading)  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 310 3
RD

 SERIES, AN ORDINANCE OF 

THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA AMENDING CITY CODE TITLE XI 

BUSINESS REGULATIONS CHAPTER 117 ENTITLED “(ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES” BY 

ADDING SECTION 117.70 ENTITLED CATERER’S PERMIT; AND BY ADOPTING BY 

REFERENCE CITY CODE TITLE I, CHAPTER 10 AND SECTION 10.99 WHICH, AMONG 

OTHER THINGS, CONTAIN PENALTY PROVISIONS. (2
ND

 READING) 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-03-25 a Resolution to add a City fees for the Caterers Permit.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-03-25 A RESOLUTION TO ADD A 

CITY FEES FOR THE CATERERS PERMIT.   

 

Council Member DeMers asked how the $200 fee was established.  Mr. Huizenga stated that he doubled 

the temporary liquor license fee.  Since the Caterers Permit cannot be restricted, we can set a fee. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-03-26 a Resolution to reject the governor’s supplemental budget 

cuts to local government aid. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-03-26 A RESOLUTION 

TO REJECT THE GOVERNOR’S SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET CUTS TO LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT AID. 
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Mayor Stauss stated that every action should have a reaction.  The City may need to look at cutting 

services and programs and/or increase fees and taxes.  He stated that the Governor needs to look at other 

options rather than cutting more Local Government Aid.  Council Member Tweten stated that the 

Governor has gone way too far with Cities.  Mr. Huizenga explained the resolution.   

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-03-27 a Resolution to approve the filing of plans and 

specifications and ordering advertisement for bids for 2010 City Project No. 1 – Curb, Gutter, and 

Paving – 23
rd

 Street NW, once the City receives MnDot concurrence to advertise for the project based 

on the Jobs Bill. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-03-27 A RESOLUTION TO 

APPROVE THE FILING OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR 2010 CITY PROJECT NO. 1 – CURB, GUTTER, AND 

PAVING – 23
RD

 STREET NW, ONCE THE CITY RECEIVES MNDOT CONCURRENCE TO 

ADVERTISE FOR THE PROJECT BASED ON THE JOBS BILL. 

 

Council Member Gregoire asked Mr. Boppre if there were going to be sidewalks along 23
rd

 Street.  Mr. 

Boppre stated that there will be a 10 foot multi-purpose path.  Discussion occurred regarding the timeline 

for this project.   

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-03-28 a Resolution to support the Mayor’s efforts to craft a new 

agreement with the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for operational assistance and/or state 

takeover of lands along the Red River. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-03-28 A RESOLUTION TO 

SUPPORT THE MAYOR’S EFFORTS TO CRAFT A NEW AGREEMENT WITH THE 

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES FOR OPERATIONAL 

ASSISTANCE AND/OR STATE TAKEOVER OF LANDS ALONG THE RED RIVER. 

 

Council Member Pokrzywinski thanked the Mayor for all his efforts on the Red River State Recreation 

Area.   

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

12. Consider approving the Towing Service Agreement with Grand Cities Towing and Stuart’s Towing 

and the City of East Grand Forks for a term commencing March 3, 2010 and terminating March 3, 

2012.  
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GREGOIRE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO APPROVE THE TOWING SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH GRAND 

CITIES TOWING AND STUART’S TOWING AND THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS FOR 

A TERM COMMENCING MARCH 3, 2010 AND TERMINATING MARCH 3, 2012. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

13. Consider approving the AFSCME Council 65 Labor Agreement from January 1, 2010 through 

December 31, 2012. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE THE AFSCME COUNCIL 65 LABOR AGREEMENT 

FROM JANUARY 1, 2010 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2012. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

CLAIMS:  
 

14. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-03-29 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 5570 for a total of 

$376.19 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-03-29 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 5570 FOR A TOTAL 

OF $376.19 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

15. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

Advanced Business Methods Inc Copier Lease $153.71  

Aker Dave Mileage Reimb/Postage Reimb $232.90  

Alltel Phone Service $393.55  

American Tire Service Flat Repair $54.93  

Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services Cleaning Supplies/Services $301.28  

Baron's Upholstery Arm Pads For Chairs $322.03  

Becker Arena Products Inc Board Brush/Cloth/Hockey Nets $732.00  
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Bender Betty Artist Payment $200.00  

Blue Cross Blue Shield of ND EDHA Insurance $4,977.20  

Brodart Co Books $245.50  

Cardmember Service Library Equip Knight Grant $4,003.59  

CDW Government Inc Library Equip Knight Grant $12,047.00  

CENGAGE Learning Books $152.66  

Claitor's Law Book & Publishers Book $53.12  

Cole Papers Inc Supplies $326.84  

Demco Educational Corp Material Processing $102.92  

DeMers Marc Meal Reimb/Leg Action Day/M Demers $78.00  

Digi Key Corp 590699 Wiring For Proj & Audio Systems $53.53  

Direct USA Online Ref Books $889.00  

Eagle Electric Replace Amp Fuse/Wall Fixture/Flag Pole Lights $5,571.21  

Egeland Bobbie Gas Reimb $42.00  

Explorer Post #38 Squad Car Cleaning $50.00  

Exponent Admin Assist Ad/PW Employment Ad $273.00  

Flaherty & Hood PA Jan 2010 Services $124.16  

Floan Sanders Prof Services 1/27/10 - 2/13/10 $21,515.10  

Forx Radiator Fuel Tank #412 $135.00  

G&K Services Mats $179.19  

Gale Books $70.11  

GF Fire Equipment Extinguisher Maint $39.41  

GF Herald Subscription 2/27/10 - 2/27/11 $387.92  

GGF Convention & Visitors Bureau Jan 2010 Lodging Tax CR 86357 $262.24  

Grand Cities Towing Towing $255.00  

Grassel Richard Reimb Meal/Mileage/Leg Action Day/Int Gov Retreat $512.14  

Hajicek Rick Cleaning 2/8/10-2/12/10 $133.00  

Hardware Hank Maint Supplies $376.19  

Hearn Jason Reimb Gas $144.00  

Heartland Paper Cleaner/Disinfectant $263.82  

History Education DVD's $300.00  

Holiday Credit Office EDHA Fuel Jan/Feb/ PD Fuel $229.33  

Hugo's Supplies $42.37  

Huizenga Scott Meal Reimb/CGMC Leg Day/Int Gov Retreat $100.07  

Josh Jones Music Editing $120.00  

Lithia Payment Processing Tail Lights $168.77  

Lunseth Plumbing & Heating Cleaned Intake On Heaters $55.00  

M-B Companies Inc Brooms $760.55  

Marco Inc Usage Fees $285.83  

MBPTA 2010 Membership Jennifer Bushee $50.00  

McDonald's of EGF Prisoner Meals $17.37  

Micro-Marketing LLC Books $139.79  

Midcontinent Communications Cable Sunshine Terrace/Senior Center $785.77  
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Mike's Pizza Meal For Meeting $63.62  

MN Dept of Revenue VOID****VOID****VOID*** Sales & Use Tax Jan 2010 $228.00  

MN Rec & Park Association MRPA 2010 Conference/Dave Aker $289.00  

MN Secretart of State - Notary Notary Fees/M.French $100.00  

Northern Lights Figure Skating Reimb Bus Fees Maplewood $700.00  

O'Reilly Auto Parts Maint Supplies $512.71  

Oulette Sue Artist Fee $200.00  

Pesch Dale Gas Reimb $73.00  

Piche Tom Gas Reimb $42.00  

Praxair Distribution Work Gloves $468.52  

Premier Distributors Inc Grout Grabber/Supplies $144.09  

Quality Flow Systems Inc Sump Pump Repair $1,120.97  

Quill Corp Office Supplies $848.44  

Qwest Phone Service $2,252.76  

Qwest Communication Util Relocation Phase 4 Reach 2 $32,179.63  

Rich Swangler Auto LLP 94 Chevy Drivers Seat $50.00  

Shanon & Amy Ray & Alerus Financial Deffered Loan Repayment Agreement $5,000.00  

Stauss Lynn  Int Gov Ret/Leg Action Day $486.25  

Streichers Uniforms/Patrol $115.50  

Surface Specialists of NW Minnesota ST Unit #308 $150.00  

Surplus Center Mats $95.89  

Thomas Bouregy & Co Books $139.50  

Tiger Direct.com DVD/VCR For Projection AV Box $174.80  

True Temp Htg Rpr/ Furnace Fuse/Rpr Wire/Air Filter RTU's $518.93  

Ultramax Ammo $1,139.00  

United States Post Office Bulk Mail $360.00  

US Hockey Coach Fees $30.00  

Valley Truck Repair Parts $28.84  

Veit & Company Inc Cleaning & Televising 10th St NW $3,184.00  

Vermeer Sales & Service Chipper $27,320.46  

Vossler Ronald J Artist Fee $200.00  

Water & Light Department Monthly Service $41,075.01  

Winnelson Spring Rod Kit/Toilet Lever $117.56  

Ziegler Equip Rental Jan 2010 $15,277.78  

 
Total $193,394.36  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER TO 

ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 



CITY COUNCIL MEETING  MARCH 2, 2010 

8 | P a g e  

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Leigh announced his frustration with the media regarding the projects that the 

government is looking at.  He stated that he is also concerned as a tax payer.  

 

Mr. Boppre stated that he will have a PowerPoint presentation on the Grand Forks/East Grand Forks 

potential sewer on the March 23
rd

 work session. 

 

Mr. Gust informed City Council that there will be another flood meeting Monday, March 8
th

 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Mr. Aker announced that five hockey teams will participate in Regions this week.  He thanked Council 

President Grassel and Mr. Huizenga for participating in the soup contest. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADJOURN THE MARCH 2, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:32 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, Gregoire, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 


