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APPROVED 

MINUTES 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2010 – 5:00 PM 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for February 23, 2010 was called to 

order by Council President Dick Grassel at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  

Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Dick Grassel, Council Vice President Henry Tweten, 

Council Member Marc Demers, Craig Buckalew, Wayne Gregoire, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Greg 

Leigh. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:   

 

Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Nancy Ellis, Planning & Zoning; Michelle French, Executive 

Assistant; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Randy Gust, Fire Chief; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; 

Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Aeisso Schrage, Patrol 

Officer; Kyle Steever; Patrol Officer; and John Wachter, Public Works Superintendent. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research 

and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come 

up to the podium to do so. 

 

Officer Schrage introduced the new Patrol Officer Kyle Steever to the City Council. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of February 2, 2010. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Special Council Meeting” and “Work Session” for the East 

Grand Forks, Minnesota City Council of February 9, 2010. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) AND TWO (2) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 
 

3. Consider approving the quote to MTI Distributing for the Toro Groundsmaster 4100-D for a total 

price of $44,994.82. 

 

4. Consider approving the quote to Polar Chevrolet for the ¾ ton pickup for a total price for 

$32,443.60. 

 

5. Consider approving the application for a Parade Permit for the KEM Shrine, 423 Bruce Ave, 

Grand Forks, ND 58201 on June 5, 2010 from 10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. based on approval from 

Police Chief and MnDot. 

 

6. Consider approving the application for a temporary on-sale liquor license for the American Legion 

Post 157 to be held March 11, 2010 at Northland Community and Technical College, East Grand 

Forks, MN 56721. 

 

7. Consider approving the application for an Exempt Gambling Permit for a raffle and paddlewheels 

for the East Grand Forks Heritage Foundation to be held April 16, 2010 at the American Legion, 

1009 Central Ave. NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721 and waive the 30-day waiting period. 

 

8. Consider approving the application for an Exempt Gambling Permit for a raffle for the East Grand 

Forks Ducks Unlimited to be held May 1, 2010 at the American Legion, 1009 Central Ave. NW, 

East Grand Forks, MN 56721 and waive the 30-day waiting period. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE CONSENT MOTIONS NUMBER THREE (3) 

THROUGH EIGHT (8) AS SUBMITTED. 
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Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

 

9. The minutes of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission for January 21, 2010. 

 

10. The minutes of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission for February 4, 2010. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

 

11. Gambling Reports 2009 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

12. Consider adopting Ordinance No. 310 3
rd

 Series, an Ordinance of the City of East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota amending City Code Title XI Business Regulations Chapter 117 entitled “(Alcoholic 

Beverages” by adding Section 117.70 entitled Caterer’s Permit; and by adopting by reference City 

Code Title I, Chapter 10 and Section 10.99 which, among other things, contain penalty provisions. (1
st
 

Reading)  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 310 3
RD

 SERIES, AN ORDINANCE OF 

THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA AMENDING CITY CODE TITLE XI 

BUSINESS REGULATIONS CHAPTER 117 ENTITLED “(ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES” BY 

ADDING SECTION 117.70 ENTITLED CATERER’S PERMIT; AND BY ADOPTING BY 

REFERENCE CITY CODE TITLE I, CHAPTER 10 AND SECTION 10.99 WHICH, AMONG 

OTHER THINGS, CONTAIN PENALTY PROVISIONS. (1
ST

 READING) 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

13. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-02-19 a Resolution amending the budget to purchase 12 new 

cylinders, lockers, and drying rack with the 2009 Aid to Firefighters Grant of $26,000 and approve the 

Cities share of $1,300.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-02-19 A RESOLUTION AMENDING 

THE BUDGET TO PURCHASE 12 NEW CYLINDERS, LOCKERS, AND DRYING RACK 

WITH THE 2009 AID TO FIREFIGHTERS GRANT OF $26,000 AND APPROVE THE CITIES 

SHARE OF $1,300. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 
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14. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-02-20 a Resolution in support of the “American Crystal Sugar 

Freight Road Proposal.”  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-02-20 A RESOLUTION IN 

SUPPORT OF THE “AMERICAN CRYSTAL SUGAR FREIGHT ROAD PROPOSAL.” 

 

Council Member Tweten stated that supporting this road will increase safety.  Council President Grassel 

announced that this will help with traffic flow during harvest.   

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

15. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-02-21 a Resolution designating the Economic Development and 

Housing Authority to handle the sale of rural property south of City limits.   

 

Mr. Huizenga stated that this motion requires a formal resolution that he provided prior to the Council 

Meeting. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-02-21 A RESOLUTION 

DESIGNATING THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING AUTHORITY TO 

HANDLE THE SALE OF RURAL PROPERTY SOUTH OF CITY LIMITS.   

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

16. Consider approving the request to improve Central Avenue railroad crossing with gate arms and 

controls for a cost estimate of approximately $130,000 plus local match of 10%. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST TO IMPROVE CENTRAL AVENUE 

RAILROAD CROSSING WITH GATE ARMS AND CONTROLS FOR A COST ESTIMATE OF 

APPROXIMATELY $130,000 PLUS LOCAL MATCH OF 10%. 

 

Council Member Tweten stated that the City Council needs to look at safety and economic issues.  He 

stated that closing the access could have ramifications in changing traffic.  Council Member Tweten also 

informed City Council that property values will decrease with the closure.   

 

Mr. Helms, 613 2
nd

 Ave. NE, stated that he has been living in this area since 1970 and the whistles have 

not bothered him until now.  He stated that being a bus driver and driving that route daily, it is unsafe so 

he feels that the Central Ave. crossing should be closed. 

 

Mayor Stauss stated that change is hard; however, with the increased development on the south end, 

additional access across the tracks is important.   
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Ms Jenkins, 7 3
rd

 St. NE, announced that the whistles are a nuisance but you get used to them.  She feels 

that the sound of the brakes is more bothersome.  She stated that she uses this crossing everyday and it 

will decrease the value of her home even more if this crossing is closed.  She would like for the access to 

remain open. 

 

Mr. Zavoral, Sacred Heart Representative, announced that the Board would like to see the crossing remain 

open.  Council Member Leigh stated that he is going to vote to keep the crossing open because of all the 

Sacred Heart functions.  He announced that all crossings lead to one bridge, but you have multiple 

openings.  He stated that he drives bus occasionally and has no problem making the turn. 

 

Council President Grassel would like to the see the crossing remain opening as well.  He stated that this 

crossing is a collector street that leads to the same access but is needed.  

 

Council Member Buckalew informed City Council that he has talked to professional staff and they felt 

that closing this crossing will not increase the traffic.  He stated that we need to look at reducing traffic by 

the school. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Grassel, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Buckalew. 

 

17. Consider approving the request to improve Central Avenue and 3
rd

 St. railroad crossings including the 

closing of Central Avenue. 

 

Motion failed. 

 

CLAIMS:  
 

18. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-02-22 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 5474 for a total of 

$474.00 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-02-22 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 5474 FOR A TOTAL 

OF $474.00 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

19. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-02-23 a Resolution accepting the donations described above are 

accepted and shall be used for general operations or other purposes as adopted by the City Council. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-02-23 A RESOLUTION 

ACCEPTING THE DONATIONS DESCRIBED ABOVE ARE ACCEPTED AND SHALL BE 

USED FOR GENERAL OPERATIONS OR OTHER PURPOSES AS ADOPTED BY THE CITY 

COUNCIL. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

20. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-02-24 a Resolution accepting the donations for the 125
th

 

Anniversary of the City of East Grand Forks.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-02-24 A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING 

THE DONATIONS FOR THE 125
TH

 ANNIVERSARY OF THE CITY OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS.   

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

21. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

Advanced Business Methods Inc Copier Contract $172.90 

Agri-Valley Grand Forks Petroleum 50/50 Dyed Diesel Fuel $17,921.25 

Albrecht Manufacturing Pins #118/Zambonie Repair/Pins #174 & #157 Plow $988.20 

American Tire Service Tire Tube/Repair Flat $36.31 

Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services Cleaning Supplies/Service $564.16 

Aqua Water Solutions Water Service $27.35 

Auto Glass & Aftermarket Inc Windshield Parts #614 $237.00 

Batteries Plus Batteries $87.12 

Ben Meadows SW Ctrl Ultra Gutterguard/Doc Stge Tube File 43 x 3 1/2 $1,322.37 

Border States Electric Supply Light Bulbs $145.41 

Brewitz Billy Gas Reimb $87.00 

Brite-Way Window Cleaning Jan 2010 Window Service Riverwalk Center $50.00 

Bruce Jay Clean Demers Building/Cell Phone Reimb $138.11 

C&R Laundry & Cleaners Laundry FD & PD $448.93 

Canon Financial Services Copier Fees $167.10 

Cash Donald Scott Jan 2010 Dial-A-Ride $1,828.84 

CBCS Per-Account Charges $155.00 

Civic Plus Website Go Live & Training $5,526.00 

CMI Inc Intox/PBT Mouthpiece $84.92 

Cole Papers Inc Shampoo/Toilet Paper $240.82 

Corey & Michelle Quirck & American Federal Deferred Loan Repayment Agreement $5,000.00 

D&M Distributing Starter $169.73 
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Dakota TV & Appliance Dryer Repair $309.73 

Dave's Snow Removal Feb Snow Removal $180.00 

Diamond Cleaning Supply Richard Papenfuss Urinal Screens/Floor Matt/Toilet Paper $256.51 

East Side Express Food EDHA Meeting $55.28 

Egeland Bobbie Reimb Gas/Fargo/Crookston/TRF $72.38 

EGF Building Officials Housing Registration/65 Units $975.00 

Explorer Post #38 Squad Cleaning $60.00 

Flat Plains Services Inc Sunshine Terrace & RWC Snow Removal $1,520.00 

G&K Services Mats $132.83 

Gaffaneys 1099 Tax Forms/Office Supplies $32.58 

Galstad Randy Reimb Gas/Hallock/Fargo $57.00 

Galstad Jensen & McCann PA Prof Services $9,700.25 

GF City Utility Billing Landfill Charges Jan 2010 $12,173.00 

GF Herald Monthly Dinner & Dance/Mechanic Ad $679.77 

GF Thur-O-Clean Bio Cleanup $314.21 

GF Welding & Machine Iron #120 $13.37 

GF Winnelson Toilet Parts $58.78 

Government Finance Officers Association 2010 Membership Dues $60.00 

Government Training Services Conf Registration/Scott Huizenga/2010 MCFOA $180.00 

Grand Cities Towing Towing Services $490.00 

Grand Forks City Dec 2009 Transit  $17,254.00 

Hajicek Rick Cleaning 1/18/10 - 2/5/10 $418.00 

Hajicek Rod Meal Reimb  $30.00 

Hardware Hank Maint Supplies $474.00 

Heartland Paper Cleaner Pad/Squeege/Mop/Bath Tissue/Rug/Lotion $713.27 

Henke - Alamo Group Company Push Plow Parts $2,142.37 

Hugo's Meal Supplies/Supplies/Finance Charges $211.92 

Integra Telecom Long Distance $160.61 

Keith's Security World Key/Repair CH Back Door $110.68 

Kellermeyer Building Service Monthly Cleaning Services $2,671.88 

League of MN Cities 1st Qtr Workers Comp/EDHA Work Comp/EDHA Municipality $47,723.62 

Lucke Gerald Reimb Conf Fee/Mileage/Meals/Ehlers Finance Seminar $669.00 

M&W Services Outdoor Rink/3 Loads $180.00 

McDonald's of EGF Prisoner Meals $33.75 

Merkens Seth Reimb Meal/St.Paul/Spanish Class $40.50 

Metropolitan Planning Organization Dec 2009 Planning & Transit/Local Share $9,424.65 

Mitch Yoney Snow Removal 10.75 Hrs Snow Removal $698.75 

MnFIAM Book Sales Training DVD's $106.88 

Nan McKay & Associates PIH Alert & Newsletter Access $349.00 

Narlock Sanding Sanding $75.00 

National Recreation & Park Association 2010 Dues $140.00 

Nevco Inc MOdule For Scoreboard $949.05 

Newman Signs Sign Rental $2,370.00 
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Northland College Training/J Boushee $25.00 

O'Reilly Auto Parts Bolts For Starter/Wiper Blades/Sea Foam $219.95 

Olson Chris Reimb Lunch $8.25 

Orchard Richard Motor Oil $1,276.00 

Peterson Veterinarian Clinic P.C. Jan 2010 Pound Report $384.29 

Praxair Distribution Cylinder Rental $18.47 

Premium Waters Inc Water Service $40.12 

PS Door Services Remote For Overhead Doors $347.76 

Quill Corp Office Supplies/Computer Stand/Pens $358.58 

Radar Shop Radar Recertification $323.00 

Rotary Club of East Grand Forks First Qtr Dues/J.Richter/Jan-March 2010 $100.00 

Rydell Chevrolet Starter Bracket $13.40 

Jim & Julie Scheef Housing Tax Reimb $1,707.66 

Schrage Aeisso Reimb Meals/St.Paul/Spanish Class $40.50 

Schumacher Todd Reimb Gas/Roseu/TRF $65.00 

Stengl Matt Gas Reimb/Bagley $32.00 

Streichers Uniforms/Patrol $229.72 

Sun Dot Communications DSL Internet Service  $138.49 

The Chamber of EGF/GF Chamber Dinner $460.00 

Tony Dorn Inc Copies $165.34 

True Temp Repair 4 RTU's In Hallway RWC $839.81 

Try-County Refrigeration New Module & Thermostat $656.84 

Uniforms Unlimited Inc. Taser Equip $812.35 

Wanda L Davis & Gate City Bank Parcel 83.04190.00 $5,000.00 

Waste Mgmt Monthly Services $28,134.54 

Water & Light Department Monthly Services $42,322.05 

Whitey's Cafe Inc Board Meeting $72.57 

Xerox Corporation Base Charge & Billable Prints $69.91 

Zee Medical Service First Aid Refill $46.38 

 
Total $233,574.12 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER 

TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Mayor Stauss announced that Council Member DeMers, Council President Grassel, Mr. Huizenga and 

himself had an effective visit in St. Paul during Legislative Action Day.  He stated that they will be going 

down for a follow-up in March.   

 

Council Vice President Tweten informed City Council that they did an excellent job in St. Paul.   
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Council President Grassel stated that they had excellent meetings in St. Paul and is looking forward to the 

follow-up visit in March. 

 

Chief Gust announced that on March 1
st
 at 10:00 a.m. at Fire Station #1, the Flood Committee will begin 

meeting.  He stated that the prediction is 70% chance of water reaching 46 feet.  Discussion occurred 

regarding the County residents. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO ADJOURN THE FEBRUARY 23, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:39 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 


