
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 7, 2016 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. Consider approving the minutes and summary of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota City Council of May 17, 2016. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Special Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 24, 2016.  

 

3. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 24, 2016. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:    

 

4. Administrative Hearing regarding the three day liquor license suspension for the VFW Post 3817. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:    

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

5. Consider approving the Fireworks/Pyrotechnic Special Effects Permit for the Grand Forks Sertoma 

Club on July 4, 2016 beginning at approximately 10:30pm until 10:50pm. 

 

6. Consider approving the Special Event Application for Sacred Heart for a 5K Color Run event for 

August 13, 2016 contingent upon approval from the MNDOT.   

 

7. Consider approving the Temporary Liquor License Application for the Eagles Club 350 for an event 

at Hugo’s #5 on June 16, 2016.   
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8. Consider approving the expenditures for broadcast equipment and authorize the broadcasting of 

public meetings. 

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-06-51 approving the update of the CAT Title VI & LEP Plan 

which is subject to FTA review and approval. 

 

10. Consider approving the purchase of five Dell Latitude 14 Rugged computers for the Police 

Department squad cars for the amount of $9,210.45. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:   
 

11. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for May 5, 2016 and 

May 19, 2016. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

12. Consider taking action in regards to the three day suspension of the VFW liquor license. 

 

13. Consider taking action in regards to the three day suspension of the Northdale Oil liquor license. 

 

14. Consider approving the application for On-sale Weekday and Sunday Intoxicating Liquor License 

for JDM, LLC doing business as The Boardwalk to be located at 415 2
nd

 St NW Suite 2 East Grand 

Forks, MN 56721. 

 

15. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-06-56 authorizing the Police Department to enter into a grant 

agreement with the Minnesota Department of Public Safety for traffic safety projects.  

 

16. Consider approving the contract between the City of East Grand Forks and Coca Cola for the next 10 

years which includes a total contract payment of $50,000.  

 

17. Consider approving the lease agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and Verizon Wireless 

for the rental of city property. 

 

18. Consider approving the Special Use Permit for Verizon Wireless subject to the conditions listed in 

the city code and those listed on the RCA.  

 

19.  Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-06-52 accepting and awarding the 2016 Assessment Job No. 1 

– Street & Bikepath Improvements to ___________________ for the amount of ________________. 

 

20. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-06-53 approving the issuance of solid waste disposal revenue 

bonds. 

 

21. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-06-54 authorizing the transfers for budgeted year 2015. 
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CLAIMS: 

 

22. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-06-55 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 24223 for a total of 

$1,653.11 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

23. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

 

ADJOURN: 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Work Session – Tuesday, June 14, 2016 – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, June 21, 2016 – Council Chambers 

Work Session – Tuesday, June 28, 2016 – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, July 5, 2016 – Council Chambers 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2016 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for May 17, 2016 was called to order by 

Council President Mark Olstad at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig Buckalew, and Henry Tweten. 

 

Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Mark Dragich, Interim Parks & 

Recreation Director; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Paul Gorte, Economic 

Development Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary 

Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; and Megan Nelson, Executive 

Assistant. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” 

 

PUBLIC FORUM ON PROPOSED FLYING FIELD SITE: 

 

Council President Olstad asked those who would like to address the Council to come forward to the 

podium and state their name and address.  Mr. Robert Wagner, 2411 8
th

 Ave NW, informed the Council 

that he has concerns regarding the proposed model airplane airport.  He stated that if the airport had 

been already located there he would have never moved to the area and that he does not want to see an 

airport up in this area.  He continued saying that he sees it as a noise issue, how currently there are 

already planes flying up in this area, and that his neighbors dogs go crazy when they do.  He explained 

he has concerns about the traffic going down the half of a street that is 8
th

 Avenue NW, the wearing out 

the street early, and how it there is a dust problem when people drive on the other half of the street.  Mr. 

Wagner said that a lot of these planes carry cameras and even though they are not suppose to be flying 

over residential areas it doesn’t make anyone feel any better about the possible invasion of privacy.  He 

stated that he doesn’t believe something of this nature should even be put within the city limits.  He 

commented how with anything there is perception, that currently the Council is trying to spur building in 

this same area, and how allowing this would be like shooting themselves in the foot.  He said how there 
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is the perception that there can and will be noise or problems.  He added how he feels this would be a 

detriment to the area and that there is city property out by the lagoons that could be used for this.   

 

Council member Vetter asked Mr. Wagner if the City was to block off 8
th

 Avenue so it was no longer a 

thru street if that would make a difference to him.  Mr. Wagner said no and that is wasn’t so much the 

traffic but the noise.  Council member Vetter stated how the individuals that were currently using this 

space were not a part of the group that would like to the flying field.  He continued saying that if this 

area was developed into a flying field park the people that used it would have to be a part of the group; 

that they would follow list of regulations when flying, and asked if any of that would make a difference.  

Mr. Wagner said no.  Council member Vetter stated the rules include not being able to fly over houses, 

they don’t have cameras, and most of the planes are electric so there is minimal noise.  He asked if this 

area was developed the current illegal use of this area would probably stop and they wouldn’t have the 

antagonizing of the dogs or have planes flying over the neighborhood.  Mr. Wagner said what it came 

down to is that there will be some noise regardless if the planes are electric and the biggest thing would 

be that it was a detriment to the development.  Council member Vetter commented that even if this 

group flies the planes out by the lagoons this still won’t prevent people from using this site.  Mr. Wagner 

said there was quite a bit of traffic on the road.  Council member Vetter said if the Council looked at the 

recommendation and moved the group out by the lagoons it still wouldn’t stop people from using this 

area for flying. 

 

Mr. Tom Stennes, 2031 Central Ave NW, said he was the President of the Club and that they have 

appreciated how receptive the Council has been to learn about the rc flying.  He stated that one of the 

reasons he is standing behind this is because he has seen people flying all over town and how this could 

be a safer way to do that.  He explained how these airplanes have been around for a long time, that the 

technology is advancing extremely fast, and that it is good technology.  He commented how this activity 

needs to get under control and that is why he is proposing to have a recreational area that would have an 

AMA approved field along with AMA guidelines for those using the field to follow which are stricter 

than any ordinances or regulations from the FAA.  He stated that this gives the City a way to develop 

and keep this activity under control.  He added there are rogue people out flying, he wasn’t sure who 

they were at this point, and that more than likely they aren’t doing things intentionally or realize what 

they are doing.   

 

Mr. Stennes said that when it comes to traffic, most of these flying sites usually request from the City 

speed limits of 10 mph and explained how they don’t like dust because it isn’t good for any of the 

planes.  He said that they would ask for a low speed limit because they do not want dust raised.  He 

stated that there would be some traffic but not a lot and how once the lots are more developed there 

would be more traffic because of development.  He commented how he thinks this would be an asset to 

the City both development wise and safety wise.  He added that making a city isn’t a lot of big things but 

rather little things that come together which include the parks, the trails, and this could be another 

feather in the City’s hat.  He ended by saying he would be happy to answer any questions that the 

Council may have.   

 

Council member Buckalew commented that if the Council voted on the proposed agreement it included 

two parts for use with the first being a temporary field up by the lagoon which had been mentioned by 

Mr. Wagner.  He asked Mr. Stennes if they were ready to go forward preparing the site on 8
th

 Avenue 

for use.  Mr. Stennes stated that they were not completely ready because the City was not ready to go out 

there.  He said the contingency plan was to allow the club to use the old dump site which was southwest 

5



City Council Meeting May 17, 2016 

3 | P a g e  

 

of the lagoon.  He said in order to keep the club together they need a place to fly and that is why they 

were going to be using this space which would also take pressure off the City for the site on 8
th

 Avenue.  

He said this would also help them get on their feet, allow for time for the Council to see how this would 

work, and reminded the Council that this agreement can be ended at any time.  He explained how they 

would like to eventually end up at a permanent site out at the lagoon.  Council Vice-President Grassel 

asked what the hours of operation would be.  Mr. Stennes said that most sites flying hours are mostly in 

the early mornings or late afternoons or possibly hours similar to golfing.  He added that there could be 

some occasions that they may host an event on a weekend.   

 

Council member Tweten asked why this group doesn’t go up to the lagoon and then there wouldn’t be 

any issues with it.  He stated that Mr. James Wilson has issued a letter to the Mayor and City Council 

and asked if Mr. Stennes had seen it.  Mr. Stennes said he had.  Council member Tweten said that he 

thinks Mr. Wilson puts it well.  He continued saying that the City has struggled over the years to 

develop this area and help the City grow.  He stated that what will happen is that this will depreciate 

property values and in all probability have the City lose some sales.  He commented that they wouldn’t 

put an operation like this in the finest residential area on the south end of Grand Forks and if it was such 

a valuable asset they should put it up over there.  He stated how the City had spent a lot of money 

redoing 23
rd

 Street, the college was very interested in this site, and that this was an ideal site to help the 

college grow.  He commented that if they want to injure the college then continue what they were doing 

or they could go up north by the lagoon.  He continued saying how it was said there was no danger but 

these planes were like a piece of artillery and could be dangerous otherwise they wouldn’t be offering 

the liability policy.  He said there was one accident it would be too late and that this will hurt the City.  

He commented how he had spent more time trying to develop the City than anyone else in the room and 

he doesn’t want the college injured or anything to injure the sale of lots.  He stated that he will be voting 

against this and that there is a threat of a lawsuit.  He added this was the best location for the City to put 

in a full purpose park and this would destroy it.  

 

Mr. Stennes said he doesn’t totally agree with Council member Tweten because developing things like 

parks or an RC Flying Field are an addition to and will help promote the value of the City.  He said it 

may even help promote the sale of the lots.  He added he didn’t see how it would bring the lot values 

down.  He said there are many cities that are bringing the RC Flying Fields into cities and that this won’t 

hurt the City.  He continued saying that as for being dangerous, these planes are not like artillery shells 

and that these things are here to stay.  He added that if the guidelines are followed this would be a 

recreational area.  He commented how some of the things mentioned were on the commercial side and 

the FAA is very concerned about that and working on it.  He said again that this could be a great 

opportunity for the City.  He stated that based on the economic development side of this, there was 

development in Grand Forks and up in Thief River Falls and the City should take the best they can get or 

maybe have something develop later.  He said the people that work at these places like flying and tend to 

do it as a hobby, and that this could attract them to purchase a lot which would help increase the tax 

base. 

 

Council Vice-President Grassel said the map included in the packet shows that the planes would be 

flying to the east of the site and asked if that was correct.  Mr. Stennes said that was correct.  Council 

Vice-President continued saying that the planes would then be flying over a field, that this site is 

approximately two and a half blocks from the nearest residence, and that these can only fly about 400 

feet away from the controller.  Mr. Stennes stated that if the planes get to far away from the controller 

that they will lose contact with the transmitter and go down.   
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Mayor Stauss asked if this was a temporary site and how long it would be a temporary site.  Mr. Stennes 

said it would be a temporary site and that the interconnect project and decommissioning of the ponds 

would have to be completed before space is available for the permanent site.  He said at this time there 

isn’t an exact time table set yet because of some variables but it would end up being a few years.  Mayor 

Stauss said the Council is listening to how this would be an advantage and good for the City and other 

taxpayers saying they don’t think that it will be good.  He continued saying that no one knows for sure if 

it would be good or bad and that he wouldn’t mind watching from a distance but would not like it if this 

was real close to his home.  He said he would like to give them one year, how it shouldn’t hurt lot sales 

or the college in that period of time, and at that time the City would then know if this was good or not.  

He said he couldn’t just go for a three year time frame because this may get many taxpayers upset but 

that he could go along with possibly one year agreement.  Mr. Stennes said this agreement could be 

terminated in a short amount of time.  He explained that it is set up for three years, it could be renewed 

for an additional three years, but is reviewed annually to see how things are going and that the City 

could terminate this at any time.  Mayor Stauss said that at this time if people are flying illegally, told 

quick, and if they continue they should receive a fine.  Mr. Stennes commented how cities are struggling 

to pass ordinances regulating this since the federal government and the FAA still haven’t set their rules.   

 

Mr. Galstad said to make sure that everyone was on the same page, there were two sites being discussed.  

Mr. Stennes said that was right.  Mr. Galstad asked if the primary site was going to be the old dump site.  

Mr. Stennes stated that the primary site is the old dump out on the north end of 8
th

 Avenue and because 

that is not ready and to keep the club intact they are asking to use a space out by the lagoons.  He added 

that they would use the site by the lagoons until the site on 8
th

 Avenue is ready.  Mr. Stennes said that 

there isn’t anyone within a mile of the site by the lagoon.  Mr. Galstad asked about the second site on 8
th

 

Avenue and how that is also a temporary site until they are able to move to their permanent site when 

the lagoons are decommissioned.  Mr. Stennes said that was correct.   

 

Council member Pokrzywinski said it’s always difficult when there are opposing views when a decision 

has to be made.  He commented how communities get reputations as being welcoming or unwelcoming.  

He explained that he sees this as a potential recreational amenity for the City and the people attending 

the meeting are the kind of people that the City should welcome into the community because they are an 

involved in an emerging technology that has great potential benefit for the local economy.  He added 

that with the safe guards in place and the regulations they have to follow be a member of the club should 

help alleviate the fears of the neighborhood.  He stated that they will not be able to satisfy them and their 

fears and that this club deserves a chance.  He said that he understands the fears but that he does not 

necessarily agree with them because the City does have the ability to terminate the agreement if there is 

an issue.   

 

Council President Olstad commented that he appreciates having a public forum to discuss this which 

allowed Mr. Wagner coming in to voice his concerns, and to have Mr. Stennes speak for the club.  He 

stated that there was a meeting about two weeks ago about this and asked if someone could come 

forward and speak about how this can be an educational tool which can be used with geospatial 

intelligence studies and GIS mapping.  He said that this community should embrace things that the kids 

in the community as well as older people can do.  He added that this would just be a temporary site and 

that they look forward at working with this group to create a site that would be known in the area for 

flying.  He said this could be a great asset that down the road the City will be very proud of.  He stated 

that he understands the concerns but that this will also be temporary.  He said that what is great about 

this is that it is an educational tool and how that is something that is being overlooked.  He then asked 
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for a representative from the University to come speak about how this is educational.  

 

Mr. Ryan Walsh, 1229 3
rd

 Ave NW, informed the Council that he was a student at UND and works with 

the UND Aerospace Foundation.  He explained different items he has worked on and that he has taught 

students how to fly.  He stated that there is currently an RC club at the University but there isn’t any 

where to fly.  He told the Council that he lives in East Grand Forks with his family.  He explained that 

he has shown his kids how to build airplanes out of different kinds of materials.  He said the value he 

sees in this is getting the kids involved by teaching them to make something that flies which gets them 

out of the house.  He added this is something many kids could be involved with because this is the way 

the technology is going.  He said even at the University the students are taught how to build an aircraft, 

how to incorporate systems, and even to include a backup plan.  He said as an outsider looking in they 

could be weary of University aged kids using the field.  He explained that he is a commercially licensed 

pilot and if he violates any FAA regulations or is suspected of violating FAA regulations he would be 

subject to significant action of having his certificates pulled and he would have to start all over again.  

He said the students at UND are expected to perform at a high level and they generally do.  He 

commented how they are responsible for a $500,000 up to $2 million aircraft that they fly so they are 

generally responsible people.  He added that he would like to see the City have place to go and test what 

they have built.  He stated how he has reused items to build a plane to fly which had been used in a 

demonstration.  He said a field like this would work great for him and his kids so they are able to test the 

planes they have made.  He explained the kids that fly are connected to buddy box so an experienced 

pilot could take over at any time in the case the kid gets into any type trouble.  He stated how this 

controlled area will help, people can be told where they can fly, and that this is a great opportunity to see 

where this can go.   

 

Council President Olstad asked if there are any other questions or comments.  There were none.  He 

thanked everyone for coming in and making comments regarding concerns as well as support for this.                          

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes and summary of the “Regular Meeting & Closed Session” for the 

East Grand Forks, Minnesota City Council of May 3, 2016. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 10, 2016. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) AND TWO (2). 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:    

 

3. Public Hearing on the Tax Abatement Request from Northern Valley Machine. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING.  

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

Mr. Gorte explained that Northern Valley Machine was trying to expand and have asked for assistance 

from the City in the form of a loan which had been approved already by the EDA and by tax abatement.  

He stated that the City has approximately $140,000 available in the border enterprise tax credits and 

how they are requesting a five year abatement of $20,000 which is in line with the city policy.  He added 

these programs are helping retain a business in East Grand Forks and that Mr. Walski was at the meeting 

to answer any questions. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING.  

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   NONE 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

4. Regular meeting minutes and minute summary of the Economic Development Authority Board for 

April 5, 2016. 

 

5. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for April 21, 2016. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

6. Consider approving the agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and the Red River RC 

Flyers Chapter 490 allowing the city property referenced in the agreement to be used as a flying field 

site.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND THE RED RIVER RC FLYERS CHAPTER 490 

ALLOWING THE CITY PROPERTY REFERENCED IN THE AGREEMENT TO BE USED AS 

A FLYING FIELD SITE.   
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Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: Tweten*. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

*Council member Tweten asked to have his vote changed after the meeting was adjourned to nay 

because he does not support this agreement. 

 

7. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-05-48 granting Border City Development Tax Credits and 

approving the business subsidy agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and Walski 

Properties. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 16-05-48 GRANTING BORDER 

CITY DEVELOPMENT TAX CREDITS AND APPROVING THE BUSINESS SUBSIDY 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND WALSKI 

PROPERTIES. 
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

8. Consider approving the request to hire a baseball coordinator for the Park and Recreation 

Department to start at a salary of $15.50 per hour with a start date of May 18, 2016 and will work 

until the end of the 2016 baseball season. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST TO HIRE A BASEBALL 

COORDINATOR FOR THE PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT TO START AT A 

SALARY OF $15.50 PER HOUR WITH A START DATE OF MAY 18, 2016 AND WILL WORK 

UNTIL THE END OF THE 2016 BASEBALL SEASON. 
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

9. Consider awarding the job for the construction of a garage at the cemetery to Dan Cariveau 

Construction for a total of $17,700. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO AWARD THE JOB FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A GARAGE 

AT THE CEMETERY TO DAN CARIVEAU CONSTRUCTION FOR A TOTAL OF $17,700. 

 

Council member Pokrzywinski stated that at the work session the Council has discussed possible 

alternatives which included speaking with Good Sam to see if space was available to store items for the 

cemetery.  He said that he had spoken with them, there was space available at this time, so if the City 

wanted to take some time and look further into the plans for the garage this could be an alternative.  He 
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added he would favor holding off on the project until next season.  Council President Olstad asked if the 

plans were reviewed for the anticipation that it may be added onto.  Mr. Dragich said they had some, 

that there was space available for an addition, and something they could pursue.  Council member 

Olstad asked how that would change things such as appearance of the building or costs.  Mr. Dragich 

stated they didn’t know that yet.  Council member Buckalew asked to have this item tabled especially if 

they are able to reach an agreement with Good Sam to help give the Council more time to make 

decisions about this project.  Mayor Stauss asked if Valley Golf has storage available.  Mr. Dragich said 

they didn’t have any private space.    

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO TABLE THIS ITEM.  

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers 

 

10. Consider approving the request to start the process utilizing _________________ for hiring a new 

Parks and Recreation Director. 

 

Mr. Murphy said the Council has two options for hiring a Park and Rec Director.  He explained they 

could complete this process in-house by using the Civil Service Commission or the Council could 

decide to use a headhunting firm.  He stated that the City has used Springsted before.  He continued 

saying if they decided to use Springsted for this hiring process the cost would be $21,500 which would 

come with a one year guarantee or the basic search would be $16,000 without a guarantee.  He said he is 

comfortable moving forward with keeping this process in-house and using the Civil Service.  Council 

President Olstad commented that he would lean towards the in-house process.  Council member 

Pokrzywinski said this position could attract very good candidates from the region and would favor 

doing this hiring in-house.  Council member Vetter said he could go either way.  Council President 

Olstad asked if there any issues moving forward with in-house.    

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST TO START THE PROCESS 

UTILIZING THE IN-HOUSE PROCESS FOR HIRING A NEW PARKS AND RECREATION 

DIRECTOR. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

11. Consider approving the following On-sale Weekday & Sunday Liquor Licenses Applicant 

Renewals: 

 

a. VFW Post 3817 located at 312 Demers Ave East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

b. Blue Moose Bar & Grill located at 507 2
nd

 St NW East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

c. Eagles Club 350 located at 227 10
th

 St NW East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

d. Mike’s Pizza located at 411 2
nd

 St NW East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

e. East Grand Lanes located at 1500 5
th

 Ave NE East Grand Forks, MN 56721 
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f. Casa Mexico Restaurant located at 112 14
th

 St NE East Grand Forks MN 56721 

g. American Legion #157 located at 1009 Central Ave NW East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE THE ON-SALE WEEKDAY & SUNDAY LIQUOR 

LICENSES APPLICANT RENEWALS. 
Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

12. Consider approving the following Off-sale Non-Intoxicating Malt Liquor License Applicant 

Renewal for East Side Travel Plaza located at 607 Gateway Dr NE East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE THE OFF-SALE NON-INTOXICATING MALT 

LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICANT RENEWAL FOR EAST SIDE TRAVEL PLAZA LOCATED 

AT 607 GATEWAY DR NE EAST GRAND FORKS, MN 56721. 
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

13. Consider approving the following Off-sale Intoxicating Liquor License Applicant Renewals: 

 

a. Pop’s Liquor located at 122 4
th

 St NE East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

b. Hugo’s Wine & Spirits located at 310 14
th

 St NE East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VETTER, TO APPROVE THE OFF-SALE INTOXICATING LIQUOR LICENSE 

APPLICANT RENEWALS. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers 

 

14. Consider approving the On-sale Weekday & Sunday Liquor License Applicant Renewal from Valley 

Golf located at 2407 River Rd NW East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE THE ON-SALE WEEKDAY & SUNDAY LIQUOR 

LICENSE APPLICANT RENEWAL FROM VALLEY GOLF LOCATED AT 2407 RIVER RD 

NW EAST GRAND FORKS, MN 56721. 
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 
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15. Consider approving the On-sale Wine and On-sale Non-Intoxicating Liquor License Applicant 

Renewal for Tao Garden located at 302 Demers Ave East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO APPROVE THE ON-SALE WINE AND ON-SALE NON-

INTOXICATING LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICANT RENEWAL FOR TAO GARDEN 

LOCATED AT 302 DEMERS AVE EAST GRAND FORKS, MN 56721. 
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

16. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-05-49 authorizing the imposition of a $3000 per lot surcharge 

for sales initiated by the action of a realtor and would cause the need for the payment of a 

commission. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 16-05-49 AUTHORIZING THE 

IMPOSITION OF A $3000 PER LOT SURCHARGE FOR SALES INITIATED BY THE 

ACTION OF A REALTOR AND WOULD CAUSE THE NEED FOR THE PAYMENT OF A 

COMMISSION. 
 

Mayor Stauss asked if all of the lots have to be sold through a realtor or if individuals can still come in 

and purchase a lot.  Council President Olstad stated that this would just affect the sales if a realtor is 

involved.  Mr. Gorte said this was being done because the City was no longer using the MLS and will 

only occur when the sale is initiated by a realtor, not every sale.  Mayor Stauss asked to have the realtors 

let their clients know.  Mr. Gorte stated that he had informed Forx Builders about this.     

    

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

17. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-05-50 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 24121 for a total of $736.86 

whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 16-05-50 AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM HARDWARE 

HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 24121 FOR A TOTAL OF $736.86 

WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 
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Absent: DeMers. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

18. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-

TREASURER TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Mayor Stauss asked when the pool was scheduled to open.  Mr. Dragich stated June 5
th

 was the target 

date.   
 

Council Member Pokrzywinski reminded the Council that next Monday evening from 5:00pm until 

7:00pm the Forx Builders was going to be hosting an event at Valley Golf which was a joint effort 

between the EDA, the Water and Light Department, and Valley Golf to showcase the amenity available.  

He added that everyone was invited and welcome to attend.    

 

Council President Olstad stated that he wanted to bring up that it was National Police Appreciation 

week, that there was a service in Grand Forks, and that he would like to thank Chief Hedlund and his 

officers for what they do.   

 

Mr. Murphy said the new intern had started and was in attendance at the meeting. 

 

Mr. Dragich informed the Council that Thursday was Arbor Day and the Arbor Day Celebration would 

be taking place in Grand Forks this year at the Discovery Elementary School.  He added that Council 

member Buckalew would be in attendance to speak on East Grand Forks’ behalf and invited everyone to 

the event which would be starting at 9:30am.   
 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADJOURN THE MAY 17, 2016 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:58 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: DeMers. 
 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2016 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Special Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for May 24, 2016 was called to order by 

Council President Mark Olstad at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:    

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig Buckalew, Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Mark Dragich, Interim Parks & Recreation Director; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City 

Attorney; Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte 

Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-

Treasurer; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director; and Corey 

Thompson, IT Manager. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:    

 

1. Public Hearing regarding the splitting of Lot 6 Block 1 in the Coulee View Addition. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

Voting Aye: Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

Ms. Ellis stated that McMahons had purchased Lot 5 in the Coulee View Addition and Ms. Stauss had 

purchased Lot 7 in the Coulee View Addition.  She said that both would like a little larger lot and have 

decided to purchase and split lot 6.  She continued saying this would have to be replatted showing the 

two new lots.  Council member Tweten asked if the special assessments were paid in full.  Ms. Ellis said 

yes.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

Voting Aye: Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

2.  Consider approval of the Replat of Lots 5, 6, and 7 Block 1 Coulee View Addition. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE OF THE REPLAT OF LOTS 5, 6, AND 7 BLOCK 1 

COULEE VIEW ADDITION.  

 

Voting Aye: Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

3. Consider approving the following On-sale Weekday & Sunday Liquor Licenses Applicant 

Renewals: 

 

a. Whitey’s located at 121 Demers Ave East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

b. Little Bangkok located at 415 2
nd

 St NW Suite 1 East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

c. Mamma Maria’s located at 211 Demers Ave Suite 16 East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE THE ON-SALE WEEKDAY & SUNDAY LIQUOR 

LICENSES APPLICANT RENEWALS. 

 

Council member DeMers asked if any of these businesses had failed the recent alcohol compliance 

check.  Mr. Hedlund said that all of these places passed. 

 

Voting Aye: Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADJOURN THE MAY 24, 2016 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE EAST 

GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:04 P.M. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

       David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16



1 | P a g e  

 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MAY 24, 2016 – Following the Special Meeting 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for May 24, 2016 was called to order by 

Council President Mark Olstad at 5:07 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig Buckalew, Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Mark Dragich, Interim Director; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve 

Emery, City Engineer; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director; Mike 

Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  and Jason Stordahl, Public 

Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present. 

 

1. Request to Pave Parking Lot – Paul Gorte 

 

Mr. Gorte told the Council the parking lot he was referring to was the lot located next to the VFW.  He 

said that it was very common for this lot to have cars parked here for the businesses located nearby.  He 

reminded the Council that there is a new restaurant that is going to be located on the first floor of the 

Minnesota Heights building and how there are concerns about available parking in this area of the City.  

He stated that he was bringing forward a proposal to pave the lot using TIF dollars and help make sure 

parking is available to serve the businesses downtown.  Council President Olstad asked if there were any 

questions and commented that Mr. Craig Tweten would also like to address the Council.   

 

Council member DeMers asked if paving this would preclude the City from selling or developing this lot 

in the future.  Mr. Gorte said it would change the way or change the approach the City would take with 

this lot.  Council member Vetter mentioned that the VFW had been interested in putting a door on the 

side and if anyone had talked with the VFW to see what their plans are.  Mr. Gorte explained that he 

brought this to the Council before bringing it to the VFW.  Mayor Stauss asked that they dress up the 

side of the building if parking is put here.  Council Vice-President Grassel asked if it was feasible to use 

asphalt instead of concrete if the Council would still be considering selling this lot and asked if that 

would cause massive problems.  Mr. Emery said the Council could look at asphalt as an option.  He 

explained that concrete would cost more up front, that there would have much less maintenance over 
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time, but that asphalt would be cheaper upfront.  Mayor Stauss commented how the lot had been for sale 

for over 20 years and right now if a building is put there it would create more of a problem with parking.  

Council member Buckalew commented how the Council has discussed parking districts for a long time 

and now may be the time to speak with the businesses to help protect their interests in available parking 

and help with maintenance costs in the future. 

 

Mr. Craig Tweten reminded the Council that he is with Community Contractors.  He commented how he 

thinks the Council is wrong, listed the places where they are building, and how they have developed the 

apartments in the downtown.  He told the Council that Monday evening he counted parking stalls and 

what was available for parking.  He said he feels there are about 185 stalls to use.  He asked the Council 

to continue to grow the community and continue to develop the city.  He showed the Council an 

example of an apartment building his company was building in Bismarck and how a very similar 

structure could be built on that corner lot.  He added how he could include parking and commercial 

space on the first floor.  Discussion followed about how this proposed building could be either 4 or 5 

stories high and how an additional apartment building may not be an asset since parking is an issue 

already. 

 

Council member DeMers stated how spending $180,000 for a concrete parking lot is a terrible waste of 

money and a terrible project for the City.  He added how the lot hasn’t sold in the last 20 years but in the 

last 10 years the downtown has changed.  Mayor Stauss asked if there were restrictions on how high the 

building could be.  Ms. Ellis said not in the down town area and added a parking study had been 

completed so she had more information if the Council was interested.  Council member Buckalew asked 

if the proposed apartment building would meet the current city code.  Ms. Ellis said the ordinance had 

been amended which required 35% of the ground floor to be commercial.  Council member Buckalew 

asked Mr. Tweten if he was prepared to proceed without using public monies.  Mr. Tweten said he 

would need to purchase the land for $1, need $250,000 in cash, and a 9 year tax abatement to make it 

work.  More discussion followed about similar project that Mr. Tweten was working on in Fargo.  

Council President Olstad asked if the Council would be open to taking a step back and look at the 

project before making a decision.  After a brief discussion it was decided the Council would look at a 

proposal before moving forward.              

 

2. Request to Implement Broadcasting of City Meetings – Corey Thompson 

 

Mr. Thompson informed the Council he had put together a proposal as requested for the implementation 

of broadcasting the public meetings.  He explained that three cameras would be installed in the Council 

Chambers and two cameras would be installed in the Training Room.  He added the cost for equipment 

and labor to install everything will be just under the $25,000 amount of the grant.  Council member 

DeMers asked what the implementation schedule would be.  Mr. Thompson stated that they would start 

installing and updating equipment in July, test it throughout the fall, and start running full time at the 

beginning of next year.  Council member DeMers asked to have the MPO meetings broadcast as well as 

city meetings. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.  
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3. Request to Enter into Pop Contract – Mark Dragich 

 

Mr. Dragich informed the Council that the current contract had expired.  He stated that both Pepsi and 

Coca Cola were contacted and asked to submit bids but only Coca Cola did.  He explained they had 

proposed either a 5 or 10 year contract.  He recommended moving forward with the 10 year contract and 

earmark the funds for paying off the zambonis.  Council President Olstad asked how the revenue was 

handled.  Mr. Dragich said he wasn’t sure but he thought that it currently goes into the general fund and 

is not earmarked for anything specific.  Council member DeMers said he didn’t have a problem having 

revenue go for a specific purpose but that would mean a cut somewhere else.  Council President Olstad 

commented that those payments come out of the general fund so it would be a wash.  He asked to have 

that determined before the next Council Meeting.  Council member Vetter asked what concession stands 

that the City has since they don’t run any of them.  Mr. Dragich said the City doesn’t run any of the 

concession stands and but they all fall under this contract.   

 

Council member Buckalew said he was reviewing prices which included a 3% yearly increase.  He 

asked if the City was committing to something they may be changing in the future if they change to 

fountain pop to save more money.  Mr. Dragich said that was looked into this last year.  He said the 

volume the City goes through it wouldn’t save very much for the price the City could purchase the 

fountain pop for.  Council member Buckalew asked if he was concerned about the price escalator.  Mr. 

Dragich said he wasn’t concerned about it because the cost is not much higher than what pop is being 

sold for at a gas station and the increase won’t be amounting to much.  He added he was recommending 

the 10 year contract because if they went with a five year contract the City may not be offered any more 

funding once the contract expires.  Council member DeMers asked if the City could ask for an escalator 

on the amount received per year.  Mr. Dragich said he certainly could. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.     

 

4. Request to Purchase Mobile Data Computers – Mike Hedlund 

 

Mr. Hedlund reminded the Council this had previously been brought forward and it was requested to 

look into other options.  He said that staff and the IT Department looked into other possible options and 

found a semi-rugged computer that came with a three year warranty which included accidental an were 

about half the cost of the tough books.  He commented that it had good reviews but if there are issues 

with these computers he will be coming back and asking to purchase tough books.  Council member 

DeMers thanked Chief Hedlund for looking into other options.  He then asked if they should get tablets 

in the future.  Mr. Thompson stated that had been looked into and currently the best option is to continue 

using the laptops. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

5. Request to Review Rental Registration & Inspection Practices – Nancy Ellis 

 

Ms. Ellis explained how she and the fire chief or a building inspector go on yearly inspections of rental 

properties to make sure there aren’t any fire code issues.  She stated how these inspections are time 

consuming and difficult to schedule.  She said they have been receiving push back because of frequent 

inspections.  She told the Council the inspections cost more than what is collected for a rentals each year 
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and how there are around 600 inspections that need to be done.  She asked for direction from the 

Council if they should continue with what they are currently doing or if this process should be amended.  

 

Council President Olstad commented how a five year cycle could be beneficial.  Ms. Ellis stated they 

could do a percentage of inspections each year.  Mayor Stauss commented how people could call in if 

there was an issue in between inspections.  Discussion followed about how they only look at fire code 

issues on the inspections, how the housing authority does inspections as well including vacant spaces, 

and changing inspections to every five years could change how the inspection fee is charged.  Chief 

Larson commented how they may want to also include the ability to pull the certificate of occupancy.  

Ms. Ellis added if they added being able to pull the certificate of occupancy and inspect every five years 

the inspections would become more efficient.  Council President Olstad asked if there were issues 

changing inspections to every five years.  There were none.  Ms. Ellis said she would make the changes 

and bring the information back for the Council to review. 

 

This item will be brought back to a future Work Session.  

 

6. Request for Approval of Special Use Permit – Nancy Ellis 

 

Ms. Ellis reminded the Council about the proposed cell tower that would be located between the VFW 

Arena and the south end fire station.  She explained the Planning Commission is recommending the City 

Council approve the special use permit with the listed conditions that include a wooded fence for 

screening around the tower.  She asked Mr. Galstad to speak about the lease agreement.   

 

Mr. Galstad stated he had spoken with Mr. Buell, that they agreed upon the language used in the 

agreement but they were still discussing what the space would be rented for each month.  He said 

Verizon was offering $12,000 per year and that he had been looking into what other cities collect and 

how that it varies from city to city.  He explained when he asked for a higher rent Mr. Buell said they 

would make the foot print smaller so the City would be able to rent the space to other carriers instead.  

Discussion followed about how the City should ask for more a month and if a re-opener should be 

added.  Council President Olstad asked to try and negotiate $2000 per month for rent.  Council member 

Vetter asked they didn’t agree to $2000 per month to start with $1000 per month and add an additional 

$500 for each carrier that rents space from them.  Mr. Galstad said he would ask about both options.   

 

7. Request to Approve the Update to the Transit Title VI Plan & LEP Plan – Nancy Ellis 

 

Ms. Ellis informed the Council that this update was required by law and had to be adopted in order for 

the City to receive transit dollars.  She said the plan had been prepared and updated to meet the goals 

and she was asking for approval.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

8. Other 

 

Council member DeMers said the Red Lake River Corridor group was working on a master plan and 

once that is completed they will be submitting for funding.  He added this group was supporting a June 

10
th

 paddling event on the Red River in East Grand Forks and encouraged people to attend.   
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Ms. Helgeson informed the Council there was an art exhibit in the library which was created by 

homeless veterans and would be there until Thursday so if they got a chance to stop in.   

 

Mr. Galstad mentioned that the City may need to become more involved in the purchasing of water 

rights and more information would be coming forward shortly. 

 

Mayor Stauss commented how good the new fence looked at the pool, he stopped by the campground 

and commented how Catherine needs to be kept more in the loop and receive more help from the City.  

He also asked to keep a record of what the City does in the park so when it comes to possibly renewing 

the contract the city should review the information and see if it should be taken over completely.  He 

then asked why the fountain is not working.  Mr. Dragich stated that a supply line is broken and it is 

being addressed.  Mayor Stauss then asked if the flowers were going to be out for Memorial Day.  Mr. 

Dragich said the flower beds will be planted but the pots and hanging plant still need some time.  Mayor 

Stauss commented how they really need to have those out for Memorial Day.  He continued saying even 

though he didn’t want to bring this up but the number one issue last year was flowers.  He stated he 

didn’t like the article in the paper, it made him look like a villain, and it was his fault there weren’t 

flowers.  He explained the cost of the flowers was less than 1% of the City budget that they couldn’t find 

the funds to cover the flowers.   

 

Mayor Stauss reviewed how the City receive around $800,000 from the sale of the mall, how some 

people retired without being replaced, the swimming pool budget was cut which was included in 5% cut, 

there weren’t as many snow storms, and said how it could have been fit in.  He stated how both he and 

Mr. Dale Helms raised $27,000 for the flowers.  He said that didn’t bother him but the part that did 

bother him was that the City Administrator was told not to give any assistance.  He continued saying 

how the funds couldn’t be run through the City and this group given no support.  He asked the reason 

why the City wouldn’t accept the flowers.  He explained the left over funds were given to the Heritage 

Foundation and they used to decorate Christmas trees by the VFW and the war memorial.  He 

commented again how this was questioned.  He pointed out to the Council all of the items in a picture he 

had handed out that have been donated for beautification of the City.  He added he did not cut the budget 

to stop the flowers being planted and that he has always been in favor of beautifying the City.  

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADJOURN THE MAY 24, 2016 WORK SESSION OF 

THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:25 P.M. 
 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

       David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

 
- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 6-2-16 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council 

Vice President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Administration & Police Departments 
 
RE: VFW & Northdale Oil Failed Alcohol Compliance Checks   
 

 
Background: 
The VFW and Northdale Oil (Tesoro) both recently failed an alcohol compliance check.  This was the 
second failed compliance check within a 12 month period for both businesses.   Per City code this is 
grounds for a $500 fine and a three day suspension of their liquor license.  Both businesses have already 
paid the fine, and the VFW has indicated that they intend to appeal the suspension while Northdale Oil 
has indicated they will accept the three day license suspension.  
 
In the most recent similar situation the city council chose to dismiss the suspension while still imposing 
the fine. Our most recent round of compliance checks showed a significant increase in failed checks and 
we feel the city needs to re-examine how these situations are handled.   
 
Possible courses of action include but are not limited to: 
Enforce the three day suspension as stated in city code. 
Reduce the suspension with no other restrictions. 
Reduce the suspension while leaving the other two days as a conditional suspension should the 
businesses fail another compliance check within the next ____ (number of years TBD) years. 
Dismiss the suspension. 
 
Recommendation:   
The City of East Grand Forks Administrative Staff, in conjunction with the East Grand Forks Police 
Department, is in the process of finalizing a set of proposed new penalty guidelines that would establish 
what the penalties would be for liquor license violations in East Grand Forks.  These proposed 
guidelines will be brought to a work session in the near future.  Under these proposed guidelines the 
penalty for a “second event” would be a $500 fine (the same as the current fine) and a one day suspension 
of the establishment’s liquor license.  Additional “events” would result in increased penalties.  The 
proposed guidelines also expand the time frame for subsequent events beyond the current twelve month 
time period.     
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The recommendation for the current situations would be to apply the penalty as stated in the proposed 
guidelines ($500 fine and a one day license suspension).  While we understand that Northdale Oil 
(Tesoro) has stated that they are willing to accept the three day suspension it is our belief that both 
businesses should be treated the same.   
 
We would strongly recommend that the council not completely dismiss the suspensions.   It is our 
opinion that requiring no suspension after a second event sets a bad precedent and minimizes the 
importance of keeping alcohol out of the hands of underage persons.  By the same token, the current 
penalty guidelines are both overly punitive in the short term (going from a $250 fine on a first event to a 
$500 fine and three day suspension on a second event) and ineffective in the long term (only covering a 
twelve month time frame thus ignoring repeated violations that occur in a greater time period).   
 
Action Required. 
Decision on what punishment the council deems appropriate. 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

 
 

Request for Council Action 

 
 
Date: 5-24-2016 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council 
 
Cc: File 
 
From: Corey Thompson, Technology Manager  
 
RE: Implement Broadcasting of City Meetings and Activities  
 

 
Consider authorizing expenditures  to obtain and install equipment to allow audio and video 
broadcasting and recording of City meetings from the City Council chambers and City Hall training 
room, and authorization to begin broadcasting public meetings and other events. Estimated equipment 
acquisition and installation cost is $24,845, funding source to be the $25,000 Knight Foundation grant  
accepted by the Council earlier in 2016. 
 
Background: 
 
A desire to provide citizen engagement using multimedia has been expressed by many. Upon discussion, 
it was determined building systems to deliver live and archived (or on-demand) audio and video content 
using Internet delivery, including social media and mobile, along with scheduled live and repeat 
broadcasts on the City cable TV channel will help fulfill the desire. In addition to public meetings, it is 
the intent to work with other City departments such as the Campbell Library, Parks and Recreation and 
Emergency Management to make use of the resources to enhance their service to the public. 
 
Project Overview: 
 
Capture video of meetings by installing high definition video cameras: 
 

 Installation of three remotely and programmaticlly  operated pan-tilt-zoom (PTZ) cameras in 
the City Council chambers. Two towards the rear of room pointing at council desk, one in front 
for covering speaker podium and audience.  

 

 Installing two remotely and programmaticlly operated PTZ cameras in the training room at 
opposite corners to give full room coverage. 

 
Improve audio capture by replacing audio mixers in City Council chambers and training room with ones 
that can be remote controlled and have advanced digital signal processing (DSP) to provide clear, 
consistent sound.
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Integration of video processing and playout server running software video and audio switching. This 
device will switch between cameras, overlay graphics, run scheduled programs for linear streams, 
command PTZ cameras. 
 
Incorporation of storage servers to store recorded events for archive and playback. 
 
Implementation of transcoding and streaming appliances to provide adaptive rate internet delivery of 
programming. 
 
Provide SDI or ASI feed from playout server for cable TV integration  
 
Most installation labor will be internal. 
 
Proposed Schedule: 
 
Upon approval, equipment acquisition and installation will begin in July and continue through 
September. Test broadcasts will begin in the fall and continue through December. During this time, not 
only will technical bugs be worked out, but also work on documenting best camera angles, graphics and 
styling standards, automation programming, and development of standard operating procedures for staff 
training. Public broadcasts are expected to start at the beginning at 2017.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
Approve expenditures for initial implementation of broadcast equipment up to the Knight Foundation 
grant amount and authorize broadcasting of public meetings. 
 
 
 

29



AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Title VI 
and LEP Plan.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: May 24th , 2016 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council 

Vice President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, 
Craig Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Nancy Ellis, Transit Manager 
 
RE: Approve the 2016 Update to the Transit Title VI Plan and LEP Plan 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends approval of the proposed Title VI Plan 

BACKGROUND: 
 
In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, recipients of federal financial 
assistance must not discriminate in the level and quality of transportation services and 
transit-related benefits on the basis of race, color, or national origin.  Special emphasis is 
placed on persons with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), as different treatment based upon 
a person’s inability to speak, read, write, or understand English may be a type of national 
origin discrimination.  The City of East Grand Forks and Cities Area Transit (CAT) are 
required to submit a Title VI and LEP Plan to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) every 
three years.  Staff recommends approval of the 2016 Update of the CAT Title VI & LEP Plan, 
subject to FTA review and approval. 

ANALYSIS & FINDINGS OF FACT: 

Recipients of FTA funding must include the following in their Title VI Plan: 
 

1. Title VI notice to the public and list of locations where the notice is posted 
CAT posts a notice that indicates compliance with Title VI and informs the 
public of their protections against discrimination at the City Bus Garage, Metro 
Transit Center, Grand Forks City Hall, UND Memorial Union, East Grand Forks 
City Hall, Northland Community & Technical College, and on-board all transit 
vehicles.  The notice instructs persons who believe they have been discriminated 
against to contact CAT or the FTA.  The notice also instructs persons needing 
language assistance to contact CAT. 
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2. Notice to the public regarding Title VI discrimination complaint procedures 
CAT provides instructions on how to file a Title VI discrimination complaint on 
its website.  CAT provides a Title VI complaint form, which must be filed within 
180 calendar days of the alleged occurrence.  Complainants may also file Title VI 
complaints with the FTA.   
 

3. List of any public transportation-related Title VI investigations, complaints, 
or lawsuits 
CAT has not had any transportation-related Title VI investigations, complaints, 
or lawsuits filed since the last plan submission. 
 

4. Public participation plan and outreach efforts 
CAT has a Mobility Manager to perform outreach activities for public transit 
users, including monthly bus familiarization trainings for new Americans.  CAT 
has also entered in to a Memorandum of Understanding with the Grand Forks-
East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to follow the 
MPO’s Public Participation Plan for transit fare and service changes.   
 

5. Limited English Proficiency Plan 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, about 2.2% of the total population (1,279 
persons) in Grand Forks, ND and East Grand Forks, MN are considered limited 
English proficient (LEP).  This is a 29% increase from 989 LEP persons in 2010.   

CAT assesses the frequency with which staff and drivers have or could possibly have contact 
with LEP persons.  This includes documenting phone inquiries and verbally surveying drivers.  
Contact with LEP persons has increased in recent years as many new Americans are utilizing 
CAT’s public transportation services.   

   

The Grand Forks community resettles about 90 refugees per year, most of whom speak 
Nepalese or Somali.  CAT’s public transportation services are very important to the new 
American community, as they rely heavily on public transit during their first year in the 
community.  Through New American Services and Global Friends Coalition 
representatives who serve on the Human Services Coordinated Transportation 
Committee, CAT has learned a great deal about the importance of reliable transportation 
to and from English language classes for new Americans.   
 
New American Services and other groups, such as Global Friends Coalition, provide bus skills 
training and teach new Americans how to purchase a bus pass, pay their fare, request a 
transfer on-board a CAT bus, etc.  CAT’s Mobility Manager also provides bus familiarization 
training once per month with the help of New American Services interpreters.  The training 
goes over how to follow the bus map and schedule, hours of operation, fare payment, and 
more.  This is also an opportunity to addresses issues that drivers encounter with LEP 
persons on the bus, such as understanding the rules for fare payment and the bike and bus 
program.   

 
CAT continues to work closely with New American Services and Global Friends Coalition to 
assist LEP persons.  Additional outreach measures that CAT is considering for the future 
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include translation of vital documents and on-vehicle announcements in to Nepalese and/or 
Somali and partnering with the University of North Dakota Multicultural Student Services 
and Northland Community & Technical College to provide bus familiarization training. 

 

SUPPORTING MATERIALS: 

Cities Area Transit Title VI Plan (2016 Update) in on file at the Planning/Transit Office 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16 – 06 - 51  

 
Council Member ______, supported by Council Member ______, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, recipients of federal 

financial assistance must not discriminate in the level and quality of transportation services and 

transit-related benefits on the basis of race, color, or national origin; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Special emphasis is placed on persons with Limited English Proficiency (LEP), as 

different treatment based upon a person’s inability to speak, read, write, or understand English 

may be a type of national origin discrimination; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Both the City of East Grand Forks and Cities Area Transit (CAT) are required to 

submit a Title VI and LEP Plan to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) every three years; 

and,   
 

WHEREAS, Recipients of FTA funding must include the following in their Title VI Plan: 1) 

Title VI notice to the public and list of locations where the notice is posted; 2) Notice to the 

public regarding Title VI discrimination complaint procedures; 3) List of any public 

transportation-related Title VI investigations, complaints, or lawsuits; 4) Public participation 

plan and outreach efforts; and 5) Limited English Proficiency Plan;  
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of East Grand Forks does hereby approves the 

2016 Update of the CAT Title VI & LEP Plan, subject to FTA review and approval. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. Passed: June 7, 2016 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 7
th

 of June, 2016. 

 

 

  ________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 04/21/2016 – Updated May 19, 2016 

 

To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Members: 

Clarence Vetter,  Henry Tweten, Craig Buckalew, Chad Grassel, Mike Pokrzywinski and Marc 

Demers 

 

Cc: File 

 

From:  Michael S. Hedlund – Chief of Police 

 

RE: Request to Approve the Purchase of Mobile Data Computers 

 

 

Background:  The East Grand Forks Police Department is requesting permission to purchase five (5) 

Mobile Data Computers for use in our squad cars.  The East Grand Forks City Council approved 

$20,000.00 for this purchase in the 2016 budget.  This is a planned equipment update/replacement.  The 

EGFPD formed an internal committee to research various in-car computer options and, with input from 

the city IT department, determined that replacing our existing Panasonic Toughbooks with updated 

Toughbooks was our best option.  Kris Kovar from Water & Light IT requested quotes from several 

vendors and received responses from three vendors as detailed below: 
 

1. PCM – Tiger Direct Business = $19,729.35 

2.  Ingram Technologies = $18,700.00 

3.  Bizco = $18,100.00 

 

***Per City Council request the EGFPD and East Grand Forks IT personnel did additional research and 

came up with what we believe is a viable alternative to the Panasonic Toughbook.  The Dell Latitude 14 

Rugged is a semi-rugged computer that matches most specifications of the fully rugged Toughbooks at a 

significantly reduced price ($9,210.45 for five computers) as compared to the Toughbooks ($18,100.00).  

This price does not include shipping and we may also have to update some of our mounts but should still 

be significantly below the previous bids.   

 

Recommendations:  That the East Grand Forks City Council approve the purchase of five (5) Panasonic 

Toughbook computers from Bizco for the total price of $18,100.00 per their quote dated March 25, 2016.  

 

That the East Grand Forks City Council approve the purchase of five (5) Dell Latitude 14 Rugged 

computers for use in the EGFPD squad cars.    

 

Enclosures:  Quotes from PCM, Ingram and Bizco         

Price summary for the Dell Latitude 14 Rugged – this price does not include shipping.   
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Latitude 14 Rugged
Starting Price $2,588.70
Instant Savings $746.61

Subtotal $1,842.09
As low as $56.00 /month^ 

Dell Business Credit | Apply

Discount Details

Ships in 8  10 Business Days 

Latitude 14 Rugged

Date   5/5/2016 9:07:14 AM Central StandardTime
Catalog Number   4 Retail 04
Evalue Code  CUL14RW7P 

Catalog Number / Description  Product Code   Qty   SKU   Id

Processor:
4th gen Intel® Core™ i54310U Processor
(2.0GHz, 3M cache) (no security hardware)

 54310N   1   [338BFPT]   146

Operating System:
Windows 7 Professional English, French,
Spanish 64bit (Includes Windows 10 Pro
License)

 DW10P7M   1   [619AIKP]   11

Microsoft Application Software:
No Productivity Software  NOPSW   1   [630AARX]   1002

Dell Data Protection Solutions:
No DDPE Encryption Software  NODDPE   1   [9543465]   156

Security Software:
No AntiVirus Software  NOANVIR   1   [650AACW]   1014

Operating System Recovery Options:
Recovery media not included  NOME81   1   [620AAWD]   200013

Latitude 14 Rugged (5404):
Latitude 14 Rugged  5404T   1   [210ADEK]   1

Memory:
8GB (1x8GB) 1600MHz DDR3L Memory  8G1D6   1   [370AAER]   3

Keyboard:
Sealed Internal RGB Backlit English Keyboard  KBENG   1   [580ABYR]   4

Video Card:
UMA Video Card  UMA   1   [490BCGN]   6

Hard Drive:
500GB 5400RPM SATA Hard Drive  500S3Y   1   [400AAYY]   8

Documentation/Disks:

My Selections All Options
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Safety/Environment and Regulatory Guide
(English/French Multilanguage)

 EFDOC   1   [340AGIK]   21

Wireless:
Dell Wireless 1707 1x1 Single Band
802.11bgn + Bluetooth 4.0 LE

 1707BC   1   [555BBRU]   19

PowerCord:
US Power Cord  USE5   1   [537BBBD]   20

Intel Rapid Technology and Smart Connect:
No Intel Responsive  NONE   1   [409BBCF]   707

LCD:
14.0 HD (1366x768) High brightness display
with Camera & Microphone

 NTCM   1   [391BBTO]   760

Primary Battery:
6cell (65Wh) Lithium Ion battery with
ExpressCharge™

 6CJ   1   [451BBOK]   112

EStar:
EnergyStar 6.0  ESTAR   1   [387BBJD]   122

Power Supply:
65W AC Adapter, 3pin  65WE5   1   [492BBEM]   1015

Transportation from ODM to region:
Standard Shipment  STND   1   [800BBGF]   200080

CD ROM/DVD ROM:
Optical Drive not selected  NOODD   1   [325BBKI]   16

Docking Stations:
No Docking Station  NONE   1   [452BBSE]   271

Systems Management:
No OutofBand Systems Management  NOVPRO   1   [631AALD]   49

Wireless Driver:
Software for Dell Wireless 1707  S1707   1   [555BCDU]   7

Expansion Slot:
No PCMCIA Card or ExpressCard Reader  NOEXPC   1   [540BBLW]   13

Mobile Broadband:
Qualcomm Gobi™ 4G LTE Wireless Card
(Dell Wireless™ DW5808E for Verizon)

 D5808V8   1   [556BBHL]   114

Camera Software:
Software for Integrated Camera  SCW7   1   [319BBBH]   25

Optical Software:
PowerDVD Software not included  NOPDVD   1   [429AAGQ]   597

TAA:
No TAA  NOTAA   1   [340ACQQ]   97

FGA Module:
No FGA  NOFGA   1   [817BBBB]   572

Dell Backup & Recovery:
No Dell Backup & Recovery Manager  NODBRM   1   [637AAAM]   200076

Processor Branding:
Intel® Core™ i5 Processor Label   I5INTEL   1   [389BCCI]   749

Dedicated GPS:
No Dedicated GPS  NOGPS   1   [340ACQQ]   1409

Getting Started Guide:
English Getting Started Guide  TSHEN   1   [340AMHI]   60

NonMicrosoft Application Software:
Additional Software for Win 8.1 Downgrade  WIN7DG   1  

[340AATY][340
ADFZ][422
0007][640
BBEU][640
BBLW][640
BBOD][658
BBNF][658

  1003
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BBVM]

Packaging:
Ship Material, Shuttle, Mix Model  MIXMDL   1   [328BBYL]   465

Regulatory Label:
Regulatory Label  REGLBL   1   [389BFFE]   676

Serial I/O Port:
No Additional Serial Ports  NOIO   1   [590TEUJ]   698

Docking Station Connector:
Dock Connector and Triple RF Passthru  POGO   1   [590TEUH]   115

Stylus:
No Stylus  NONE   1   [461AABV]   583

Dell Threat Protection and Endpoint
Security Suite:
No Dell Data Protection | Endpoint Security
Suite Software

 NODDP   1   [634BENZ]   593

Hardware Support Services:
3 Year Ltd Hware Warranty: Mailin; Customer
supplies box, Dell pays shipping

 3MI   1   [9976988][9976989]   29

Complete Care:
3 Year Accidental Damage Service  ACDAM3   1   [9739199][9887689]   33

Business Essentials:
Dell 90W Auto/Air Charger with Power Cord  3318146   1   [3318146]   6672

Print

© 2016 Dell Regulatory Compliance Terms of Sale Unresolved Issues Privacy Ads & Emails

Dell Recycling Contact Site Map Visit ID Feedback

Products

Offers subject to change. Taxes, shipping, handling and other fees apply. U.S. Dell Small Business new purchases only. LIMIT
5 DISCOUNTED OR PROMOTIONAL ITEMS PER CUSTOMER. LIMIT 5 VOSTRO OR INSPIRON UNITS PER CUSTOMER.

Dell reserves right to cancel orders arising from pricing or other errors. 
 

*Dell Business Credit: OFFER VARIES BY CREDITWORTHINESS AS DETERMINED BY LENDER. Offered by WebBank to
Small and Medium Business customers with approved credit. Taxes, shipping and other charges are extra and vary. Minimum

monthly payments are the greater of $15 or 2.5% of account balance.
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East 
Grand Forks, Minnesota held May 5, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. 
Present:   Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Grinde that the minutes of the 
previous meeting of April 21, 2016 be approved as read. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to authorize the Secretary to 
issue payment of the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of $464,988.41. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to approve doing some 
landscaping at the DSC with Northland Yard Service in the amount of $3771. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to approve replacement of the 
vacuum excavator at the DSC from Ditch Witch in the amount of $33,000. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
The commission tabled item #9 until next meeting. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to adjourn to the next regular 
meeting on May 19, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
         Lori Maloney  
         Secretary 
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East 
Grand Forks, Minnesota held May 19, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. 
Present:   Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk that the minutes of the 
previous meeting of May 5, 2016 be approved as read. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to authorize the Secretary to 
issue payment of the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of $1,228,044.22. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to approve a donation of $1000 
to the Tri-Valley Reach Out for Warmth Program for 2016. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to approve the bid from A&R 
Roofing in the amount of $105,510 for the 2016 Waterplant Re-Roofing Project. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to approve a quote from Valley 
Door in the amount of $15,968 to replace the overhead garage doors at the DSC. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to approve the agreement from 
Rauenhorst Recruting Company to begin the search for the next General Manager for the Water & Light 
Department. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to adjourn to the next regular 
meeting on June 2, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
         Lori Maloney  
         Secretary 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\RCA-2017 TZD 
Grant Resoultion.docx 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: June 3, 2016 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Michael S. Hedlund – Chief of Police 
 
RE: Resolution to accept the 2017 TZD Enforcement Grant  
 

 
Background: The East Grand Forks Police Department, in conjunction with the Crookston Police 
Department and the Polk County Sheriff’s Office are applying for a traffic safety grant through the Office 
of Traffic Safety’s TZD (Toward Zero Deaths) program.  The majority of the grant funds (we are 
requesting approx. $40,000.00 that would be divided equally between the agencies) are for overtime 
expenses for enforcement and there is no match on those funds (other than the use of each agency’s 
squad cars for the enforcement).  The remainder of the funds are divided between Dispatch ($950.00 
requested) which will go to Polk County and TZD Conference Lodging Reimbursement for each involved 
agency ($200.00 per agency).    
 
Recommendation:  Approve the resolution to apply for and subsequently accept the grant and 
authorize Chief Michael Hedlund to serve as the grant administrator. 
 
Attachments:  Draft Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO.  16 – 06 - 56 
 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS RESOLUTION  

AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT 

 

Council Member ________, supported by Council Member ________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the East Grand Forks Police Department is authorized to enter into a 

grant agreement with the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, for traffic safety projects 

during the period of October 1, 2016 through September 30, 2017. 

 

East Grand Forks Chief of Police Michael Hedlund (or his designee) is hereby authorized to 

execute such agreements and amendments as are necessary to implement the project on behalf of 

the East Grand Forks Police Department and to be the fiscal agent and administrator of the grant.   

     

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:  

 
The President declared the resolution passed. 

 

 Passed:  June 7, 2016 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________  _________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer       President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 7
th
 day of June, 2016. 

 

      

 __________________________                     

Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Coca Cola.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: Thursday, May 19, 2016 
 Thursday, June 2, 2016 - Update 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council 

Vice President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Mark Dragich 
 Parks and Recreation 
 
RE: Bottling / Pop Contract    
 

 
As of April 30, 2016 the current contract with Coca Cola expired.  In March, both Coca Cola and Pepsi 
were contacted to submit bids for both a five year and ten year contract.  Coca Cola submitted the 
attached bid information.  Pepsi did not submit a bid. 
 
Coca Cola’s bid includes both a five year and ten year option with same contract terms. 
 
Recommendation:  Sign a ten year contract with Coca Cola.  Use $25,000.00 upfront funding and the 
$2000.00 per year funds toward paying off current VFW Zamboni balance and remaining funds toward 
the purchase of a new Zamboni.  We are currently paying on two Zamboni’s – VFW through 2018 and 
Civic Center through 2021. 
 
Enclosure:  Coca Cola Bid 
 
UPDATE following May 24, 2016 COW Meeting: 
 
Coca Cola has agreed to increase yearly contribution in the ten year contract to $2500.00 per year to 
offset the maximum three percent increase in product costs per year of contract.  The contract now reads 
$25,000.00 up front donation and $2500.00 payment per  year for a total contract payment of 
$50,000.00. 
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DRAFT FOR REVIEW ONLY – NOT FOR EXECUTION 

 
GFKC Lincoln Drive 

Land Lease Agreement 1 

SITE NAME: – GFKC Lincoln Drive 

SITE NUMBER: 20141019914 

ATTY/DATE: GJ 

LAND LEASE AGREEMENT 

This Agreement, made this _______ day of __________________, 20___, between The 

City of East Grand Forks, with its principal offices located at 600 DeMers Ave, East Grand 

Forks, MN 56721, hereinafter designated LESSOR and Verizon Wireless (VAW) LLC d/b/a 

Verizon Wireless, with its principal office located at One Verizon Way, Mail Stop 4AW100, 

Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920 (telephone number 866-862-4404), hereinafter designated 

LESSEE.  The LESSOR and LESSEE are at times collectively referred to hereinafter as the 

“Parties” or individually as the “Party”. 

1. PREMISES.  LESSOR hereby leases to LESSEE a portion of that certain real 

property located east of the Fire Station located at 243 5th Ave SE, East Grand Forks, MN 

56721, as being further described in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and made a part hereof (the 

entirety of LESSOR’s property is referred to hereinafter as the “Property”), being described as a 

Sixty (60) foot by Sixty (60) foot parcel containing Three Thousand Six Hundred (3,600) square 

feet (the “Premises”).  LESSOR also agrees to provide a license for the non-exclusive right (the 

“Access Right”) for ingress and egress, seven (7) days a week twenty-four (24) hours a day, on 

foot or motor vehicle, including trucks over or in an area extending from the nearest public right-

of-way, Bygland Rd SE, to the Land Space, and for the installation and maintenance of utility 

wires, poles, cables, conduits, and pipes over, under, or along one or more designated areas from 

the Premises (“Utility Area”) with such rights being substantially as described herein in Exhibit 

“A” attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

2. SURVEY.  LESSOR also hereby grants to LESSEE the right to survey the 

Property and the Premises, and said survey shall then become Exhibit “B” which shall be 

attached hereto and made a part hereof, and shall control in the event of boundary and access 

discrepancies between it and Exhibit “A”.  Cost for such work shall be borne by the LESSEE.   

3. TERM; RENTAL. 

a. This Agreement shall be effective as of the date of execution by both 

Parties, provided, however, the initial term shall be for five (5) years and shall commence on the 

Commencement Date (as hereinafter defined) at which time rental payments shall commence and 

be due at a total annual rental of Twenty-four Thousand and No/100 Dollars to be paid in equal 

monthly installments on the first day of the month, in advance, to LESSOR or to such other 

person, firm or place as LESSOR may, from time to time, designate in writing at least thirty (30) 

days in advance of any rental payment date by notice given in accordance with Paragraph 23 

below.  The Agreement shall commence based upon the date LESSEE commences installation of 

the equipment on the Premises.  In the event the date LESSEE commences installation of the 

equipment on the Premises falls between the 1
st
 and 15

th
 of the month, the Agreement shall 

commence on the 1
st
 of that month and if the date installation commences falls between the 16

th
 

and 31
st
 of the month, then the Agreement shall commence on the 1

st
 day of the following month 

(either the “Commencement Date”). LESSOR and LESSEE agree that they shall acknowledge in 

writing the Commencement Date.  LESSOR and LESSEE acknowledge and agree that initial 

47

mnelson
Typewriter
17



DRAFT FOR REVIEW ONLY – NOT FOR EXECUTION 

 
GFKC Lincoln Drive 

Land Lease Agreement 2 

rental payment(s) shall not actually be sent by LESSEE until thirty (30) days after a written 

acknowledgement confirming the Commencement Date.  By way of illustration of the preceding 

sentence, if the Commencement Date is January 1 and the written acknowledgement confirming 

the Commencement Date is dated January 14, LESSEE shall send to the LESSOR the rental 

payments for January 1 and February 1 by February 13. 

Upon agreement of the Parties, LESSEE shall pay rent by electronic funds transfer and in 

such event, LESSOR agrees to provide to LESSEE bank routing information for such purpose 

upon request of LESSEE. 

b. LESSOR hereby agrees to provide to LESSEE certain documentation (the 

“Rental Documentation”) evidencing LESSOR’s interest in, and right to receive payments under, 

this Agreement, including without limitation:  (i) documentation, acceptable to LESSEE in 

LESSEE’s reasonable discretion, evidencing LESSOR’s good and sufficient title to and/or 

interest in the Property and right to receive rental payments and other benefits hereunder; (ii)  a 

complete and fully executed Internal Revenue Service Form W-9, or equivalent, in a form 

acceptable to LESSEE, for any party to whom rental payments are to be made pursuant to this 

Agreement; and (iii) other documentation requested by LESSEE in LESSEE’s reasonable 

discretion.  From time to time during the Term of this Agreement and within thirty (30) days of a 

written request from LESSEE, LESSOR agrees to provide updated Rental Documentation in a 

form reasonably acceptable to LESSEE.  The Rental Documentation shall be provided to 

LESSEE in accordance with the provisions of and at the address given in Paragraph 23.  

Delivery of Rental Documentation to LESSEE shall be a prerequisite for the payment of any rent 

by LESSEE and notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein, LESSEE shall have no 

obligation to make any rental payments until Rental Documentation has been supplied to 

LESSEE as provided herein. 

Within fifteen (15) days of obtaining an interest in the Property or this Agreement, any 

assignee(s), transferee(s) or other successor(s) in interest of LESSOR shall provide to LESSEE 

Rental Documentation in the manner set forth in the preceding paragraph.  From time to time 

during the Term of this Agreement and within thirty (30) days of a written request from 

LESSEE, any assignee(s) or transferee(s) of LESSOR agrees to provide updated Rental 

Documentation in a form reasonably acceptable to LESSEE.  Delivery of Rental Documentation 

to LESSEE by any assignee(s), transferee(s) or other successor(s) in interest of LESSOR shall be 

a prerequisite for the payment of any rent by LESSEE to such party and notwithstanding 

anything to the contrary herein, LESSEE shall have no obligation to make any rental payments to 

any assignee(s), transferee(s) or other successor(s) in interest of LESSOR until Rental 

Documentation has been supplied to LESSEE as provided herein. 

4. EXTENSIONS.  This Agreement shall automatically be extended for three (3) 

additional five (5) year terms unless LESSEE terminates it at the end of the then current term by 

giving LESSOR written notice of the intent to terminate at least six (6) months prior to the end of 

the then current term.      

5. EXTENSION RENTALS.  The annual rental for each five (5) year extension term 

shall be equal to one hundred ten percent (120%) of the annual rental payable with respect to the 

immediately preceding five (5) year term. 
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6. ADDITIONAL EXTENSION.  If at the end of the third (3
rd

) five (5) year 

extension term this Agreement has not been terminated by either Party by giving to the other 

written notice of an intention to terminate it at least three (3) months prior to the end of such 

term, this Agreement shall continue in force upon the same covenants, terms and conditions for a 

further term of five (5) years. Annual rental for the additional five (5) year term shall be equal to 

one hundred ten percent (120%) of the annual rental payable with respect to the immediately 

preceding five (5) year term.  The initial term and all extensions shall be collectively referred to 

herein as the “Term”. 

7. TAXES.  LESSEE shall have the responsibility to pay any personal property, real 

estate taxes, assessments, or charges owed on the Property which results from LESSEE’s use of 

the Premises and/or the installation, maintenance, and operation of the LESSEE’s improvements, 

and any sales tax imposed on the rent (except to the extent that LESSEE  is or may become 

exempt from the payment of sales tax in the jurisdiction in which the Property is located), 

including any increase in real estate taxes at the Property which LESSOR demonstrates arises 

from the LESSEE’s improvements and/or LESSEE’s use of the Premises.  Notwithstanding the 

foregoing, LESSEE shall not have the obligation to pay any tax, assessment, or charge that 

LESSEE is disputing in good faith in appropriate proceedings prior to a final determination that 

such tax is properly assessed provided that no lien attaches to the Property. Nothing in this 

Paragraph shall be construed as making LESSEE liable for any portion of LESSOR’s income 

taxes in connection with any Property or otherwise. Except as set forth in this Paragraph, 

LESSOR shall have the responsibility to pay any personal property, real estate taxes, 

assessments, or charges owed on the Property and shall do so prior to the imposition of any lien 

on the Property. 

LESSEE shall have the right, at its sole option and at its sole cost and expense, to appeal, 

challenge or seek modification of any tax assessment or billing for which LESSEE is wholly or 

partly responsible for payment.     

8. USE; GOVERNMENTAL APPROVALS.  LESSEE shall use the Premises for 

the purpose of constructing, maintaining, repairing and operating a communications facility and 

uses incidental thereto. A security fence consisting of chain link construction or similar but 

comparable construction may be placed around the perimeter of the Premises at the discretion of 

LESSEE (not including the access easement).  All improvements, equipment, antennas and 

conduits shall be at LESSEE’s expense and their installation shall be at the discretion and option 

of LESSEE.  LESSEE shall have the right to replace, repair, add or otherwise modify its utilities, 

equipment, antennas and/or conduits or any portion thereof and the frequencies over which the 

equipment operates, whether the equipment, antennas, conduits or frequencies are specified or 

not on any exhibit attached hereto, during the Term. It is understood and agreed that LESSEE’s 

ability to use the Premises and associated Utility Area is contingent upon its obtaining after the 

execution date of this Agreement all of the certificates, permits and other approvals (collectively 

the “Governmental Approvals”) that may be required by any Federal, State or Local authorities 

as well as satisfactory soil boring tests which will permit LESSEE use of the Premises as set 

forth above.  LESSOR shall cooperate with LESSEE in its effort to obtain such approvals and 

shall take no action which would adversely affect the status of the Property with respect to the 

proposed use thereof by LESSEE.  In the event that (i) any of such applications for such 

Governmental Approvals should be finally rejected; (ii) any Governmental Approval issued to 
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LESSEE is canceled, expires, lapses, or is otherwise withdrawn or terminated by governmental 

authority; (iii) LESSEE determines that such Governmental Approvals may not be obtained in a 

timely manner; (iv) LESSEE determines that any soil boring tests are unsatisfactory; (v) 

LESSEE determines that the Premises is no longer technically compatible for its use, or (vi) 

LESSEE, in its sole discretion, determines that the use of the Premises is obsolete or 

unnecessary, LESSEE shall have the right to terminate this Agreement.  Notice of LESSEE’s 

exercise of its right to terminate shall be given to LESSOR in writing by certified mail, return 

receipt requested, and shall be effective upon the mailing of such notice by LESSEE, or upon 

such later date as designated by LESSEE.  All rentals paid to said termination date shall be 

retained by LESSOR.  Upon such termination, this Agreement shall be of no further force or 

effect except to the extent of the representations, warranties and indemnities made by each Party 

to the other hereunder.  Otherwise, the LESSEE shall have no further obligations for the payment 

of rent to LESSOR. 

9. INDEMNIFICATION.  Subject to Paragraph 10 below, each Party shall 

indemnify and hold the other harmless against any claim of liability or loss from personal injury 

or property damage resulting from or arising out of the negligence or willful misconduct of the 

indemnifying Party, its employees, contractors or agents, except to the extent such claims or 

damages may be due to or caused by the fault of the other Party, or its employees, contractors or 

agents.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the LESSOR’s duty to indemnify LESSEE shall not 

apply to any claim of liability or loss from personal injury or property damage arising from fault 

of LESSOR’s contractors or agents.   

10. INSURANCE. 

a. The Parties hereby waive and release any and all rights of action for 

negligence against the other which may hereafter arise on account of damage to the Premises or 

to the Property, resulting from any fire, or other casualty of the kind covered by standard fire 

insurance policies with extended coverage, regardless of whether or not, or in what amounts, 

such insurance is now or hereafter carried by the Parties, or either of them. These waivers and 

releases shall apply between the Parties and they shall also apply to any claims under or through 

either Party as a result of any asserted right of subrogation.  All such policies of insurance 

obtained by either Party concerning the Premises or the Property shall waive the insurer’s right 

of subrogation against the other Party. 

b. LESSEE agrees that at its own cost and expense, each will maintain 

commercial general liability insurance with limits not less than $2,000,000 for bodily injury 

(including death) and for damage or destruction to property in any one occurrence.  LESSEE will 

include the LESSOR as an additional insured as their interest may appear. 

c. LESSOR shall maintain liability coverage through either a commercial 

insurance carrier or governmental risk pool, subject to the limitations imposed by Minn.Stat. 

Chapter 466. Tort Liability. Political Subdivisions.   

11. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY.  Except for indemnification pursuant to 

Paragraphs 9 and 29, neither Party shall be liable to the other, or any of their respective agents, 

representatives, employees for any lost revenue, lost profits, loss of technology, rights or 
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services, incidental, punitive, indirect, special or consequential damages, loss of data, or 

interruption or loss of use of service, even if advised of the possibility of such damages, whether 

under theory of contract, tort (including negligence), strict liability or otherwise. 

12. ANNUAL TERMINATION.   Intentionally Omitted. 

13. INTERFERENCE.  LESSEE agrees to install equipment of the type and 

frequency which will not cause harmful interference which is measurable in accordance with 

then existing industry standards to any equipment of LESSOR or other lessees of the Property 

which existed on the Property prior to the date this Agreement is executed by the Parties.  In the 

event any after-installed LESSEE’s equipment causes such interference, and after LESSOR has 

notified LESSEE in writing of such interference, LESSEE will take all commercially reasonable 

steps necessary to correct and eliminate the interference, including but not limited to, at 

LESSEE’s option, powering down such equipment and later powering up such equipment for 

intermittent testing.  In no event will LESSOR be entitled to terminate this Agreement or relocate 

the equipment as long as LESSEE is making a good faith effort to remedy the interference issue.  

LESSOR agrees that LESSOR and/or any other tenants of the Property who currently have or in 

the future take possession of the Property will be permitted to install only such equipment that is 

of the type and frequency which will not cause harmful interference which is measurable in 

accordance with then existing industry standards to the then existing equipment of LESSEE.  

The Parties acknowledge that there will not be an adequate remedy at law for noncompliance 

with the provisions of this Paragraph and therefore, either Party shall have the right to equitable 

remedies, such as, without limitation, injunctive relief and specific performance. 

14. REMOVAL AT END OF TERM.  LESSEE shall, upon expiration of the Term or 

termination of the Agreement, remove its building(s), antenna structure(s) (except footings and 

foundations which shall be removed by LESSEE to a depth of 3’ below surface), equipment, 

conduits, fixtures and all personal property and restore the Premises and Utility Area to its 

original condition, reasonable wear and tear and casualty damage excepted.  LESSOR agrees and 

acknowledges that all of the equipment, conduits, fixtures and personal property of LESSEE 

shall remain the personal property of LESSEE and LESSEE shall have the right to remove the 

same at any time during the Term, whether or not said items are considered fixtures and 

attachments to real property under applicable Laws (as defined in Paragraph 33 below).  If such 

time for removal causes LESSEE to remain on the Premises after termination of this Agreement, 

LESSEE shall pay rent at the then existing monthly rate or on the existing monthly pro-rata basis 

if based upon a longer payment term, until such time as the removal of the building, antenna 

structure, fixtures and all personal property are completed. 

15. HOLDOVER.  LESSEE has no right to retain possession of the Premises or any 

part thereof beyond the expiration of that removal period set forth in Paragraph 14 herein, unless 

the Parties are negotiating a new lease or lease extension in good faith.  In the event that the 

Parties are not in the process of negotiating a new lease or lease extension in good faith, LESSEE 

holds over in violation of Paragraph 14 and this Paragraph 15, then the rent then in effect payable 

from and after the time of the expiration or earlier removal period set forth in Paragraph 14 shall 

be equal to the rent applicable during the month immediately preceding such expiration or earlier 

termination. 
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16. RIGHT OF FIRST REFUSAL.  Intentionally Omitted. 

17. RIGHTS UPON SALE.  Should LESSOR, at any time during the Term decide (i) 

to sell or transfer all or any part of the Property to a purchaser other than LESSEE, or (ii) to grant 

to a third party by easement or other legal instrument an interest in and to that portion of the 

Property occupied by LESSEE, or a larger portion thereof, for the purpose of operating and 

maintaining communications facilities or the management thereof, such sale or grant of an 

easement or interest therein shall be under and subject to this Agreement and any such purchaser 

or transferee shall recognize LESSEE’s rights hereunder under the terms of this Agreement.  To 

the extent that LESSOR grants to a third party by easement or other legal instrument an interest 

in and to that portion of the Property occupied by LESSEE for the purpose of operating and 

maintaining communications facilities or the management thereof and in conjunction therewith, 

assigns this Agreement to said third party, LESSOR shall not be released from its obligations to 

LESSEE under this Agreement, and LESSEE shall have the right to look to LESSOR and the 

third party for the full performance of this Agreement. 

18. QUIET ENJOYMENT.  LESSOR covenants that LESSEE, on paying the rent and 

performing the covenants herein, shall peaceably and quietly have, hold and enjoy the Premises. 

19. TITLE.  LESSOR represents and warrants to LESSEE as of the execution date of 

this Agreement, and covenants during the Term that LESSOR is seized of good and sufficient 

title and interest to the Property and has full authority to enter into and execute this Agreement. 

LESSOR further covenants during the Term that there are no liens, judgments or impediments of 

title on the Property, or affecting LESSOR’s title to the same and that there are no covenants, 

easements or restrictions which prevent or adversely affect the use or occupancy of the Premises 

by LESSEE as set forth above. 

20. INTEGRATION.  It is agreed and understood that this Agreement contains all 

agreements, promises and understandings between LESSOR and LESSEE and that no verbal or 

oral agreements, promises or understandings shall be binding upon either LESSOR or LESSEE 

in any dispute, controversy or proceeding at law, and any addition, variation or modification to 

this Agreement shall be void and ineffective unless made in writing signed by the Parties or in a 

written acknowledgment in the case provided in Paragraph 3.  In the event any provision of the 

Agreement is found to be invalid or unenforceable, such finding shall not affect the validity and 

enforceability of the remaining provisions of this Agreement.  The failure of either Party to insist 

upon strict performance of any of the terms or conditions of this Agreement or to exercise any of 

its rights under the Agreement shall not waive such rights and such Party shall have the right to 

enforce such rights at any time and take such action as may be lawful and authorized under this 

Agreement, in law or in equity. 

21. GOVERNING LAW.  This Agreement and the performance thereof shall be 

governed, interpreted, construed and regulated by the Laws of the State in which the Property is 

located. 

22. ASSIGNMENT.  This Agreement may be sold, assigned or transferred by the 

LESSEE without any approval or consent of the LESSOR to the LESSEE’s principal, affiliates, 

subsidiaries of its principal or to any entity which acquires all or substantially all of LESSEE’s 
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assets in the market defined by the Federal Communications Commission in which the Property 

is located by reason of a merger, acquisition or other business reorganization.  As to other 

parties, this Agreement may not be sold, assigned or transferred without the written consent of 

the LESSOR, which such consent will not be unreasonably withheld, delayed or conditioned.  

No change of stock ownership, partnership interest or control of LESSEE or transfer upon 

partnership or corporate dissolution of LESSEE shall constitute an assignment hereunder.  

LESSEE may sublet the Premises within its sole discretion, upon notice to LESSOR. Any 

sublease that is entered into by LESSEE shall be subject to the provisions of this Agreement and 

shall be binding upon the successors, assigns, heirs and legal representatives of the respective 

Parties hereto. 

23. NOTICES.  All notices hereunder must be in writing and shall be deemed validly 

given if sent by certified mail, return receipt requested or by commercial courier, provided the 

courier’s regular business is delivery service and provided further that it guarantees delivery to 

the addressee by the end of the next business day following the courier’s receipt from the sender, 

addressed as follows (or any other address that the Party to be notified may have designated to 

the sender by like notice): 

LESSOR: City of East Grand Forks 

  600 DeMers Ave 

  East Grand Forks, Minnesota 56721 

 

LESSEE: Verizon Wireless (VAW) LLC 

d/b/a Verizon Wireless 

180 Washington Valley Road 

Bedminster, New Jersey 07921 

Attention: Network Real Estate 

 

Notice shall be effective upon actual receipt or refusal as shown on the receipt obtained 

pursuant to the foregoing. 

24. SUCCESSORS.  This Agreement shall extend to and bind the heirs, personal 

representative, successors and assigns of the Parties hereto. 

25. SUBORDINATION AND NON-DISTURBANCE.  Intentionally omitted. 

26. RECORDING.  LESSOR agrees to execute a Memorandum of this Agreement 

which LESSEE may record with the appropriate recording officer. The date set forth in the 

Memorandum of Lease is for recording purposes only and bears no reference to commencement 

of either the Term or rent payments. 

27. DEFAULT. 

a. In the event there is a breach by LESSEE with respect to any of the  

provisions of this Agreement or its obligations under it, including the payment of rent, LESSOR 

shall give LESSEE written notice of such breach.  After receipt of such written notice, LESSEE 

shall have fifteen (15) days in which to cure any monetary breach and thirty (30) days in which 
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to cure any non-monetary breach, provided LESSEE shall have such extended period as may be 

required beyond the thirty (30) days if the nature of the cure is such that it reasonably requires 

more than thirty (30) days and LESSEE commences the cure within the thirty (30) day period 

and thereafter continuously and diligently pursues the cure to completion, with such cure period 

not to be extended beyond one hundred twenty (120) days from the date of the original notice 

provided by LESSOR.  LESSOR may not maintain any action or effect any remedies for default 

against LESSEE unless and until LESSEE has failed to cure the breach within the time periods 

provided in this Paragraph. 

b. In the event there is a breach by LESSOR with respect to any of the 

provisions of this Agreement or its obligations under it, LESSEE shall give LESSOR written 

notice of such breach.  After receipt of such written notice, LESSOR shall have thirty (30) days 

in which to cure any such breach, provided LESSOR shall have such extended period as may be 

required beyond the thirty (30) days if the nature of the cure is such that it reasonably requires 

more than thirty (30) days and LESSOR commences the cure within the thirty (30) day period 

and thereafter continuously and diligently pursues the cure to completion. LESSEE may not 

maintain any action or effect any remedies for default against LESSOR unless and until 

LESSOR has failed to cure the breach within the time periods provided in this Paragraph.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing to the contrary, it shall be a default under this Agreement if 

LESSOR fails, within five (5) days after receipt of written notice of such breach, to perform an 

obligation required to be performed by LESSOR if the failure to perform such an obligation 

interferes with LESSEE’s ability to conduct its business on the Property; provided, however, that 

if the nature of LESSOR’s obligation is such that more than five (5) days after such notice is 

reasonably required for its performance, then it shall not be a default under this Agreement if 

performance is commenced within such five (5) day period and thereafter diligently pursued to 

completion. 

28. REMEDIES.  Upon a default, the non-defaulting Party may at its option (but 

without obligation to do so), perform the defaulting Party’s duty or obligation on the defaulting 

Party’s behalf, including but not limited to the obtaining of reasonably required insurance 

policies.  The costs and expenses of any such performance by the non-defaulting Party shall be 

due and payable by the defaulting Party upon invoice therefor.  In the event of a default by either 

Party with respect to a material provision of this Agreement, without limiting the non-defaulting 

Party in the exercise of any right or remedy which the non-defaulting Party may have by reason 

of such default, the non-defaulting Party may terminate the Agreement and/or pursue any remedy 

now or hereafter available to the non-defaulting Party under the Laws or judicial decisions of the 

state in which the Premises are located; provided, however, LESSOR shall use reasonable efforts 

to mitigate its damages in connection with a default by LESSEE.  If LESSEE so performs any of 

LESSOR’s obligations hereunder, the full amount of the reasonable and actual cost and expense 

incurred by LESSEE shall immediately be owing by LESSOR to LESSEE, and LESSOR shall 

pay to LESSEE upon demand the full undisputed amount thereof with interest thereon from the 

date of payment at the greater of (i) ten percent (10%) per annum, or (ii) the highest rate 

permitted by applicable Laws.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, if LESSOR does not pay 

LESSEE the full undisputed amount within thirty (30) days of its receipt of an invoice setting 

forth the amount due from LESSOR, LESSEE may offset the full undisputed amount, including 
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all accrued interest, due against all fees due and owing to LESSOR until the full undisputed 

amount, including all accrued interest, is fully reimbursed to LESSEE. 

29. ENVIRONMENTAL. LESSOR will be responsible for all obligations of 

compliance with any and all environmental and industrial hygiene laws, including any 

regulations, guidelines, standards, or policies of any governmental authorities regulating or 

imposing standards of liability or standards of conduct with regard to any environmental or 

industrial hygiene conditions or concerns as may now or at any time hereafter be in effect, that 

are or were in any way related to activity now conducted in, on, or in any way related to the 

Property, unless such conditions or concerns are caused by the acts or omissions of LESSEE or 

its contractors or agents in the Premises. 

30. CASUALTY.  In the event of damage by fire or other casualty to the Premises 

that cannot reasonably be expected to be repaired within forty-five (45) days following same or, 

if the Property is damaged by fire or other casualty so that such damage may reasonably be 

expected to disrupt LESSEE’s operations at the Premises for more than forty-five (45) days, then 

LESSEE may, at any time following such fire or other casualty, provided LESSOR has not 

completed the restoration required to permit LESSEE to resume its operation at the Premises, 

terminate this Agreement upon fifteen (15) days prior written notice to LESSOR.  Any such 

notice of termination shall cause this Agreement to expire with the same force and effect as 

though the date set forth in such notice were the date originally set as the expiration date of this 

Agreement and the Parties shall make an appropriate adjustment, as of such termination date, 

with respect to payments due to the other under this Agreement.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

the rent shall abate during the period of repair following such fire or other casualty in proportion 

to the degree to which LESSEE’s use of the Premises is impaired. 

31. CONDEMNATION.  In the event of any condemnation of the Premises or 

Property, LESSEE, in LESSEE’s sole discretion, is unable to use the Premises for the purposes 

intended hereunder, or if such condemnation may reasonably be expected to disrupt LESSEE’s 

operations at the Premises for more than forty-five (45) days, LESSEE may, at LESSEE’s 

option, to be exercised in writing within fifteen (15) days after LESSOR shall have given 

LESSEE written notice of such taking (or in the absence of such notice, within fifteen (15) days 

after the condemning authority shall have taken possession) terminate this Agreement as of the 

date the condemning authority takes such possession.  LESSEE may on its own behalf make a 

claim in any condemnation proceeding involving the Premises for losses related to the 

equipment, conduits, fixtures, its relocation costs and its damages and losses (but not for the loss 

of its leasehold interest).  Any such notice of termination shall cause this Agreement to expire 

with the same force and effect as though the date set forth in such notice were the date originally 

set as the expiration date of this Agreement and the Parties shall make an appropriate adjustment 

as of such termination date with respect to payments due to the other under this Agreement.  If 

LESSEE does not terminate this Agreement in accordance with the foregoing, this Agreement 

shall remain in full force and effect as to the portion of the Premises remaining, except that the 

rent shall be reduced in the same proportion as the rentable area of the Premises taken bears to 

the total rentable area of the Premises.  In the event that this Agreement is not terminated by 

reason of such condemnation, LESSOR shall promptly repair any damage to the Premises caused 

by such condemning authority. 
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32. SUBMISSION OF AGREEMENT/PARTIAL INVALIDITY/AUTHORITY.  The 

submission of this Agreement for examination does not constitute an offer to lease the Premises 

and this Agreement becomes effective only upon the full execution of this Agreement by the 

Parties. If any provision herein is invalid, it shall be considered deleted from this Agreement and 

shall not invalidate the remaining provisions of this Agreement. Each of the Parties hereto 

warrants to the other that the person or persons executing this Agreement on behalf of such Party 

has the full right, power and authority to enter into and execute this Agreement on such Party’s 

behalf and that no consent from any other person or entity is necessary as a condition precedent 

to the legal effect of this Agreement. 

33. APPLICABLE LAWS.  During the Term, LESSOR shall maintain the Property in 

compliance with all applicable laws, rules, regulations, ordinances, directives, covenants, 

easements, zoning and land use regulations, and restrictions of record, permits, building codes, 

and the requirements of any applicable fire insurance underwriter or rating bureau, now in effect 

or which may hereafter come into effect (including, without limitation, the Americans with 

Disabilities Act and laws regulating hazardous substances) (collectively “Laws”).  LESSEE 

shall, in respect to the condition of the Premises and at LESSEE’s sole cost and expense, comply 

with (a) all Laws relating solely to LESSEE’s specific and unique nature of use of the Premises 

(other than general office use); and (b) all building codes requiring modifications to the Premises 

due to the improvements being made by LESSEE in the Premises. 

34. SURVIVAL.  The provisions of the Agreement relating to indemnification from 

one Party to the other Party shall survive any termination or expiration of this Agreement. 

Additionally, any provisions of this Agreement which require performance subsequent to the 

termination or expiration of this Agreement shall also survive such termination or expiration. 

35. CAPTIONS.  The captions contained in this Agreement are inserted for 

convenience only and are not intended to be part of the Agreement. They shall not affect or be 

utilized in the construction or interpretation of the Agreement. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have set their hands and affixed their 

respective seals the day and year written below. 
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LESSOR: 

City of East Grand Forks 

       By:       

       Name: _____________________________ 

       Its:_______________________________ 

       Date: _______________________________ 

 

 

LESSEE: 

Verizon Wireless (VAW) LLC d/b/a 

Verizon Wireless 

 

       By:        

        Lynn Ramsey 

       Its:  Area Vice President Network 

 

       Date:       
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Exhibit “A” 

(Legal Description of Property) Page 1 of ____ 

All that portion of the unplatted part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of 

Section 12, Township 151 North, Range 50 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, Polk County, 

Minnesota, which lies Northeasterly of Minnesota Trunk Highway No. 220, excepting therefrom 

a tract of land 160 feet wide from East to West, the Westerly edge of which exception is the 

Easterly line of Block 3, O'Leary and Ryan's Addition to Elm Grove, the Southerly line of which 

is the Easterly projection of the Southerly line of said Block 3, O'Leary and Ryan's Addition to 

Elm Grove, and the Northerly edge of which is the North line of the aforesaid Section 12. 

 

AND  

 

A triangular shaped tract of land in the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 

12, Township 151 North, Range 50 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, Polk County, Minnesota, 

which tract is described as follows:  

 

Commencing at the Northeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of 

Section 12, Township 151 North, Range 50 West of the 5th Principal Meridian and thence 

proceeding Westerly along the North line of said Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter, for 

a distance of 68.56 feet to the true point of beginning; thence deflecting left 35°41'30" and 

proceeding Southwesterly for a distance of 336.06 feet to the Northeasterly right of way limit of 

Minnesota Trunk Highway 220; thence deflecting right 90°00'00" and proceeding Northwesterly 

along said Northeasterly right of way limit, to the aforesaid North line of the Southeast Quarter 

of the Northwest Quarter; thence proceeding Easterly along said North line of said quarter-

quarter to the true point of beginning. 

 

AND 

 

All that part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 12, Township 151 

North, Range 50 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, and all that part of Block 4, of O'Leary and 

Ryan's Addition to Elm Grove, now part of the City of East Grand Forks, Polk County, 

Minnesota, which parts are described as follows:  

 

Commencing at the point where the East-West Quarter-Quarter line in the Northwest Quarter of 

Section 12, Township 151 North, Range 50 West, intersects the Southerly projection of the 

Westerly boundary of Block 4 of the aforesaid O'Leary and Ryan's Addition, said point being the 

true point of beginning; thence proceeding Easterly along the said Quarter-Quarter line for a 

distance of 20.00 feet; thence proceeding Northerly, parallel to the aforesaid Westerly boundary 

of Block 4, to the Southwesterly right-of-way limit of Bygland Road, formerly Minnesota Trunk 

Highway No. 220; thence proceeding Westerly, along said Southwesterly right-of-way limit, to 

the aforesaid Westerly boundary of Block 4; thence proceeding Southerly, along said Westerly 

boundary of Block 4, and along the Southerly project thereof, for a distance of 553.72 feet more 

or less, to the true point of beginning. 
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(Sketch of Land Space within Property) Page ___ of ___ 
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(Survey) Page ___ of ___ 
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Verizon cell tower at the VFW site.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: May 24, 2016 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner 
 
RE:   Approve the Special Use Permit (SUP) and Lease for the Verizon Wireless cell tower proposal on 
city property 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

The Planning Commission recommends approval of the Special Use Permit subject to the conditions 
listed in the city code and with the following additional condition: 

1) A lease must be negotiated and granted before the SUP permit is issued and mailed to Verizon. 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

APPLICANTS/PROPERTY OWNERS: Verizon Wireless, Applicant and City of East Grand Forks, 
property owners 

REQUESTED ACTION: Applicant is requesting approval of a Special Use Permit for a cell tower and 
equipment shelter between the quonset and the VFW Arena at O’Leary Park. 

SITE ZONING/LAND USE: R-1 is the current zoning,  

SURROUNDING ZONING/LAND USE:  

 North:  Flood Control Project and Greenway 
 West:  R-1 zoning, South Fire Station  
 South: R-1 zoning, part of O’Leary Park and single family homes 
 East: R-1 zoning, single family homes 
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GENERAL COMMENTS: 

As you recall, we had received a request from Verizon Wireless in October of 2014 to place a monopole 
cell tower in the south end of East Grand Forks.  They were looking to construct a monopole cell tower 
and equipment shelter on City property near the VFW arena (DNR shed).  A sketch plan of the location 
is available on file.  Verizon had proposed to erect a 65’ cellular tower with an 11.5’ X 29.5’ equipment 
shelter near the shed/fire station.  They stated that this facility would fill a void in wireless services 
caused by a lack of capacity to handle the increasing data usage of Verizon customers.  At a past Council 
meeting, it was determined that the tower was not allowed at the site because of zoning requirements 
(not allowed in residential) and they were going to look near the Public Works facility (zoned 
Industrial). 
 
Verizon did look at this public works site; but since this discussion, our zoning ordinance has been 
amended to allow for monopole towers within park or institutional property in residential districts.  
They have prepared propagation studies for each site (Public Works site and VFW site) and have 
decided that the VFW site is the best site to provide optimal coverage.  I will have these propagation 
studies available for your review at the work session.   
 
Verizon is now asking you to decide if you are willing to allow them to construct a monopole tower at 
the VFW site instead of the Public Works site.  Verizon staff will be at the Planning Commission 
meeting to answer any questions you may have regarding the studies or locations.  The Planning 
Commission also has the ability to request that the City hire an independent cell tower consultant, at 
Verizon’s expense, to review the studies and ask questions on the City’s behalf.  If you decide to forward 
an approval recommendation to the City Council, the City Council must also approve and lease the 
property to Verizon.  Lease paperwork and lease payment negotiations must begin before the SUP 
permit is issued. 
 

SPECIAL USE PERMIT PROCESS: 

Within City Code is a section that lists “Criteria For Granting Special Use Permits”.  This section states 
that the applicant must show that standards and criteria in Chapter 10 will be satisfied.  These standards 
and criteria shall include both general requirements for all special uses and, insofar as practicable, 
requirements specific to each designated special use.  In granting a special use permit, the city council 
shall consider the effect of the proposed use upon the health, safety, and general welfare of occupants of 
surrounding lands.  Among other things, the planning commission and city council shall make the 
following findings where applicable: 

1. The use will not create an excessive burden on public facilities and utilities, which serve or are 
proposed to serve the area. 

2. The use will be sufficiently compatible with, or separated by sufficient distance from, or screened 
from adjacent land uses so that there will be no deterrence to the use or development of adjacent 
land and uses. 
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3. Each structure or improvement is so designed and constructed that it is not unsightly in 
appearance to the extent that it will hinder the orderly and harmonious development of the 
district wherein proposed. 

4. The use is consistent with the purposes of Chapter 10, and the purposes of the zoning district in 
which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use. 

5. The use is not in conflict with the East Grand Forks Land Use Plan. 
6. Adequate measures have been taken to provide ingress and egress so designed as to minimize 

traffic congestion, provide adequate access to public roads, and provide sufficient on-site 
parking. 

 

In permitting a new special use permit or alteration upon review of an existing special use permit, the 
planning commission may recommend, and the city council may impose, in addition to these standards 
and requirements expressly specified by this Chapter, additional conditions which the planning 
commission or city council considers necessary to protect the interests of the surrounding area or the 
City as a whole. 

 

SITE PLAN COMMENTS: 

In addition to the Special Use Permit requirements, there are Wireless Communications Towers and 
Antennae regulations within the Zoning Ordinance.  The following regulations deal with this type of 
tower: 

1) Wireless communication antennas shall not exceed thirty (30) feet above the maximum building 
height as per zoning district regulations.  The R-1 zoning district has a maximum height 
requirement of 35 feet above grade, and therefore, the maximum height the tower can be is 65 
feet.  It meets this requirement. 

2) Wireless communication antenna and /or tower design shall utilize colors and materials that 
effectively reduce their visual impact.  This will be silver in color.  Not sure if this is the color the City would 
want. 

3) A landscaped bufferyard of not less than 15 feet in depth shall be placed around the entire 
perimeter of the wireless communication facility being utilized for commercial purposes.  A 
landscaping plan with listed plantings must be submitted for review. 

4) The tower and equipment shelter must have sufficient structural capacity to accommodate 3 
users.  Need this information confirmed by Verizon Wireless with an affidavit that the tower will be made 
available to future users when technically possible. 

5) Prior to receiving a permit, all applicable licenses, including FCC and FAA licenses needed to 
construct the tower at the proposed site, shall be submitted to the Community Development 
Office. 

6) A feasibility report must be submitted as to why this is a good location, meets requirements, 
cannot be placed in another location. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  16 – 06 - 52  
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND AWARDING BID FOR IMPROVEMENT 
 

Council Member ________, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the improvement of 2016 Assessment Job No. 1 – 

Street & Bikepath Improvements, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law, and the 

following bids were received complying with the advertisement: 

 

WHEREAS, it appears that ____________ is the lowest responsible bidder at a bid price of 

$______________; 

 

WHEREAS, the total project costs are estimated to total $_____________; 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota declares its official intent to reimburse itself for the 

costs of the improvement from the proceeds of the tax exempt bond. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  

 

1. The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to enter into a contract 

with __________ in the name of the City of East Grand Forks for the improvement of 2016 

Assessment Job No. 1 – Street & Bikepath Improvements according to the plans and 

specifications therefore approved by the City Council and on file in the administration office. 

 

2. The City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to return forthwith to all bidders the 

deposits made with their bids, except that the deposits of the successful bidder and the next 

lowest bidder shall be retained until a contract has been signed. 

 

3. The City Portion for this project will be paid out of the following funds: 

 

  414-43-148-45300 Construction $_________ 

  414-43-148-43030 Plans/Specifications $________ 

  414-43-148-43030 Staking/Inspection $________ 

  414-43-148-43030 Assessment Roll $________ 

  414-43-148-45300 Contingencies $________ 

  414-43-148-43500 Admin/Legal $________   

    

 

Voting Aye:      

Voting Nay:    

Absent:  
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The President declared the resolution passed. 

 

 Passed: June 7, 2016 

Attest: 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 7
th

 of June, 2016. 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16 – 06 - 53 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING OF THE ISSUANCE OF 

SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL REVENUE BONDS 

(AMERICAN CRYSTAL SUGAR COMPANY PROJECT) 

SERIES 2016 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, as 

follows: 

 

Recitals: 

1. The City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota (the “City”) is authorized pursuant to 

Minnesota Statutes, sections 469.152 to 469.1655, as amended (the “Act”), to issue its 

revenue bonds for the purpose of providing financing for the construction, acquisition 

and installation of equipment and buildings to be used in connection with processing 

agricultural products, the disposal of solid waste, and functionally related facilities. 

 

2. American Crystal Sugar Company, a Minnesota agricultural cooperative corporation (the 

“Company”), has applied to the city to issue and sell its revenue bonds pursuant to the 

Act for the purpose of providing financing for construction, acquisition and installation of 

equipment to be used in connection with sugar beet processing, solid waste disposal and 

functionally related facilities at its facility in East Grand Forks (the “Project”). 

 

3. The City Council has, on December 1st 2015, held a public hearing regarding the 

issuance of revenue bonds to finance the Project, following duly published notice thereof, 

and all persons desiring to be heard were heard. 

 

4. Following the public hearing the City Council gave preliminary approval ti the Project 

and the issuance of up to $45,000,000 of revenue bonds subject to approval by the 

Department of Employment and Economic Development, subject to approval by the 

Department of Employment and Economic Development, subject to receipt of allocation 

of authority to issue private activity bonds, and subject to final approval of this Council, 

the Company and the purchaser of the Bonds as to the ultimate details of the financing 

and the Project. 

 

5. The Department of Employment and Economic Development approved the Project 

on__________, 2016 and the Department of Finance allocated $12,750,000 of authority 

to issue private activity bonds for the Project on May 2, 2016. 

 

6. It is in the public interest, for public benefit and in furtherance of the public purposes of 

the City that the City Council provide approval of the issuance of Bonds for the Project; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby found, determined and ordered, as follows: 
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1. The City hereby approves the issuance and sale, pursuant to the Act, of its Solid Waste 

Disposal Revenue Bonds, Series 2016 (the “Bonds”) in the principal amount not to 

exceed $11,500,000 for the purpose of providing financing to the Company for the 

acquisition and installation of the Project. 

 

2. The Bonds will be issued pursuant to a Financing Agreement dated as of June 1, 2016 

(the “Financing Agreement”), among the City, the Company and Wells Fargo Bank, 

National Association Minneapolis, Minnesota (the “Purchaser”), the terms of which are 

hereby incorporated by reference. 

 

3. Pursuant to the Financing Agreement, the City will lease the Project to the Company.  

The payments to be made by the Company under the Financing Agreement are 

established so as to produce revenue sufficient to pay the principal of, premium, if any, 

and interest on the Bonds when due. The City will assign its rights to the basic payments 

and certain other rights under the Financing Agreement to the Purchaser as security for 

payment of the Bonds. 

 

4. Under the provisions of the Act, and as provided in the Financing Agreement, the Bonds 

are not to be payable from or charged upon any funds other than the revenue pledged to 

the payment thereof; the City is not subject, to any liability thereon; nor shall the holder 

of any Bonds ever have the right to compel any exercise by the City of its taxing power to 

pay any of the Bonds or the interest or premium thereon, or to enforce payment thereof 

against any property of the City except the interest of the City in the Financing 

Agreement which has been assigned to the Purchaser; the Bonds shall recite that the 

Bonds are issued without obligation on the part of the State or its political subdivisions, 

and that the Bonds including interest thereon, are payable solely from the revenues 

pledged to the payment thereof; and, the Bonds shall not constitute a debt of the City 

within the meaning of any constitutional or statutory limitation. 

 

5. Subject to the approval of the City’s counsel, the form of the Financing Agreement and 

all other documents necessary for the issuance of the Bonds are approved.  The Financing 

Agreement, in substantially the form submitted, is directed to be executed in the name 

and on behalf of the City by the Mayor or other member of the City Council and the City 

Administrator or Assistant City Administrator.  Any other documents and certificates 

necessary to the transaction described above shall be executed by the appropriate City 

officers.  Copies of all of the documents necessary to the transaction herein described 

shall be signed, delivered and filed as provided herein and in the Financing Agreement. 

 

6. The City shall proceed to issue the Bonds, in the form and upon the terms set forth in the 

Financing Agreement.  The Mayor or other member of the City Council and City 

Administrator are authorized and directed to prepare and execute the Bonds as prescribed 

in the Financing Agreement and to deliver them to the Purchaser. 

 

7. The Mayor and City Administrator and other officers of the City are authorized and 

directed to prepare and furnish to the Purchaser a certified copy of alol proceedings and 

records of the City relating to the Bonds and such other affadavits and certificates as may 
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be required to show the facts relating to the legality of the Bonds, as such facts appear 

from the books and record in the Officer’s custody and control or as otherwise known to 

them; and all such certified copies, certificates and affidavits concluding any heretofore 

furnished, shall constitute representations of the City as to the truth of all statements 

contained therein. 

 

8. The approval hereby given to the various documents referred to above includes approval 

of such additional details therein as may be necessary and appropriate and such 

modifications thereof, deletions therefrom and additions thereto as may be necessary and 

appropriate and approved by the City’s counsel and the City officials authorized herein to 

execute the documents; and the City officials are hereby authorized to approve the 

changes on behalf of the City.  The execution of any instrument by the appropriate officer 

or officers of the City herein authorized shall be conclusive evidence of the approval of 

such documents in accordance with the terms thereof.  In the absence of the Mayor or 

City Administrator, any of the documents authorized by this Resolution to be executed 

may be executed by the acting Mayor or the acting City Administrator, respectively. 

 

Voting Aye: 

Voting Nay: 

Absent: 

 

The President has declared the resolution passed: 

 

       Passed:  June 7, 2016. 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________                _________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer   President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 7
th

 day of June, 2016. 

 

______________________________ 

        Mayor 
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CERTIFICATE 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

COUNTY OF POLK 

 

The undersigned duly appointed, qualified, and acting City Administrator of the City of East 

Grand Forks, Minnesota, hereby certifies that there is attached hereto a true and correct copy of 

the RESOLUTION APPROVING OF THE ISSUANCE OF SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 

REVENUE BONDS (AMERICAN CRYSTAL SUGAR COMPANY PROJECT) SERIES 

2016 which was adopted by the City of Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, on 

June 7, 2016, at a regular meeting of the City Council which certified copy is an exact copy of 

the original on file in the office of the City Administrator. 

 Dated this ______ day of June, 2016. 

 

 

______________________________ 

        City Administrator 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\RCA-Transfers 
2015 in the year 2016.docx 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: June 1, 2016 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council 

Vice President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Karla Anderson 
 
RE: 2015 Year end transfers and Project fund transfers  
 

 
 
Attached  is a resolution on transfers needed  as of 12-31-15. 
 
 Some of the transfers were budgeted  
Cemetery non-street improvements were under budgeted expenses. (Cemetery expansion could not be 
completed in 2015 due to weather and ground saturation.) 
Cemetery road improvements were $162,927.71, a transfer  from State Fund 209 is needed  to fund the 
project. 
. 
 
Projects 14CP2 and 14AJ1 were not finalized until 2015.   
 
The 2015 General Fund Street Reconstruction was budgeted at $250,000.  There was a balance of over 
$130,000 left over for street reconstruction.  This money was transferred to help fund the 2015 Street 
Project for the City’s share.   
 
Recommendation: To accept all the transfers as presented in the Resolution submitted. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16 – 06 - 54 

 
Council member _______, supported by Council Member _____, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has passed budget resolution authorizing other transfers occurring 

in 2015; and 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, By the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, that the 

Clerk-Treasurer is authorized to make the following transfers for budget year 2015 as set out 

hereafter: 

       
       Reason 

  
Amount 

 
Transfer To Transfer From 

       
       
       Local 13CP1 Multi-Use Trails 

  
$15,055.39 

 
415-39-000-39201 209-49-300-47200 

       Budget Transfer in General Fund  
  

$120,000.00 
 

101-39-000-39203 401-49-300-47200 

        
Distribute Tax Levy-2007 Bond 

  
$24,014.00 

 
535-39-000-39204 101-49-300-47210 

       
Cemetery Budget($46,053)Transfer 
 

  

$27,923.12 
 

 

214-39-000-39201 
 

 
101-49-300-47260 
 

Cemetery Road Improvement 
Transfer 
 

  

$162,927.71 
 

 

214-39-000-39201 
 

 
209-49-300-47200 
 

Transit Budget($53,137) Transfer                                 
 

  

$53,137.00  
 

 

210-39-000-39201 
 

101-49-300-47220 
 

         Budgeted ($60,000) for tax rebates            $20,931.51             101-39-000-39204      280-49-300-47200 
 
 City share 14CP2 sidewalk         $11,308.47               415-39-000-39201     209-49-300-47200 
 
City share 14AJ1 17th St NE         $14,559.91               414-39-000-39201     209-49-300-47200 
 
 15AJ3 Street Improvement        $33,000.00              414-39-000-39201      101-49-300-47200 
   Budget General Fund (33,000) 
 
15AJ3 Street Improvement        $290,508.08           414-39-000-39201      209-49-300-47200 
   City Share  
 
2015 Street Reconstruction  $130,000.00        209-39-000-39201         101-43-120-45300 
   15AJ3 
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Voting Aye: 

Voting Nay: 

Absent:  

 

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

         Passed:   June 7, 2016 

 

Attest: 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer   President of the Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 7
th

 day of June, 2016.   

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  16 – 05 – 55 

 
 

Council Member ________, supported by Council Member ________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in 

check number 24223 for a total of $1,653.11. 

 

WHEREAS, Craig Buckalew, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases 

were made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are 

confirmed and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such 

claim on the filing of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 

471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $1,653.11 paid for such goods is as low as, or lower 

than, the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the purchase was 

made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on June 7, 2016. 

 

Voting Aye:   

Voting Nay:    

Abstain:   

   

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: June 7, 2016 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 7
th

 day of June, 2016. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Craig Buckalew, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 3
rd

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The City of East Grand Forks check number 24223 for a total of $1,653.11. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on June 7, 2016. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or 

lower than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the 

claim is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 

 

 Dated: _______________________  

 

 

  _______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 
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