
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, APRIL 26, 2016 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Downtown Development Association – Stacey Majkrzak 

 

2. Midwest Figure Skating Competition – Katie Boespflug 

 

3. LRIP Grant Information – Greg Boppre 

 

4. Request to File Plans & Specifications for 16AJ1 Street & Bike Path Improvements – Steve 

Emery 

 

5. Water Service for Interconnect Lift Station – Jason Stordahl 

 

6. Flying Field Site Agreement – Tom Stennes 

 

7. Request to Approve the Purchase of Mobile Data Computers – Mike Hedlund 

 

8. Greenway Project Request – Mike Pokrzywinski 

 

9. Request to Use City Property Discussion – Megan Nelson 

 

10. Other 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, May 3, 2016 – Council Chambers 

Work Session – Tuesday, May 10, 2016 – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday, May 17, 2016 – Council Chambers 

Work Session – Tuesday, May 24, 2016 – Training Room 

 

 

 
 

1



The Northern Lights Figure Skating Club (NLFSC) is beyond thrilled to announce we will be 

hosting the Midwestern/Pacific Synchronized Skating Championships January 25-27, 2017 at the 

Ralph Engelstad Arena.  

The Northern Lights Figure Skating Club does have some experience hosting a competition of 

this magnitude.  In 2003 the club was the host of Midwestern Synchronized Skating 

Championships which brought roughly 100 synchronized skating teams to the community.  Since 

that competition the USFSA went through some restructuring and combined the Midwestern 

region and the Pacific region, as a result we anticipate bringing over 200 teams attending the 

competition.  The skaters will range in age from 5 years old to 80 years old.  In addition to the 

hundreds of skaters there will be over 35 national figure skating officials working and judging 

the competition.  The competition consists of 14 different team categories of which 9 of the 

categories qualify the three top scoring teams to advance to the National Synchronized Skating 

Championship and then onto the World Synchronized Skating Championship.  Synchronized 

skating is a growing sport and is on the docket to be voted into the Winter Olympics.   

 

Last January the Midwestern/Pacific Synchronized Skating Championships was held in Portland, 

OR.  When the location of the 2016 competition was made public the NLFSC collectively made 

the decision to participle in the competition know it would require additional fundraising for the 

team.  The Metallites, NLFSC’s oldest team, competed in the non-qualifying open-juvenile 

category.  The girl’s hard work and dedication earned them the highest honor in their category as 

they were named the Midwestern/Pacific Synchronized Skating Champions!!  

The NLFSC put in a bid with the US Figure Skating Organization in May of 2015 and was 

awarded the bid over eleven other potential clubs.  As part of the bid process the club was 

required to provide specific information including, but not limited to; occupancy of the 

competition arena, hotel rooms, flights, etc.  Host clubs must assure they can provide a venue 

with a spectator capacity of 4,000.  The NLFSC met with the Ralph Engelstad Arena and were 

able to secure both the Main Arena and the Olympic Arena for official practice and the 

competition.  In addition to the main competition teams requiring unofficial practice ice for their 

teams.  The NLFSC plan to run unofficial practice ice at the Civic Center and the VFW Arena 

with the PurPur and Gambucci as back up.  

The goal is to manage the competition mainly through volunteers.  The NLFSC is confident in 

their abilities because of their experience with running local competitions and their 

understanding of what required of the volunteers to deliver a successful competition.  The 

NLFSC has had an overwhelming wonderful response from the community, surrounding 

communities, and the Grand Forks Convention and Visitors Bureau.  The competition has the 

potential of bringing hundreds of people to the community.  

The NLFSC is hoping during our welcoming ceremonies, we can have the representation from 

the city council there and the mayor to speak on behalf of our wonderful city and to welcome 

people to our community.  Officials that were here in 2003 were thrilled to return to East Grand 

Forks and asked if “Whitey’s still had good Walleye” and “can we go to Cabelas”.  
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The logo design is reflective of the perseverance of our community as we celebrate 20th 

Anniversary of the flood in 2017.  The logo was chosen as a reminder of what wonderful a 

community we are part of and how we were brought together stronger than ever.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Insight into the logo design... 

While at first glance, the logo may appear to pay homage to the host cities of East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota and Grand Forks, North Dakota, the images present in the logo were specifically selected to 

capture the character shared between the host cities and the teams competing at the 2017 Midwestern 

Pacific Coast Synchronized Skating Section Championships. 

 

It is said character is defined by historical events.  The 1997 Red River flooding of the cities of Grand 

Forks and East Grand Forks is quite possibly the single most defining historical event for the cities and 

the people of the two communities.  It was a time in the history when the cities were flooded, homes and 

businesses were destroyed and entire communities were evacuated, not knowing when or what they 

would come home to. 

 

With the future unknown, it was not the effects of the natural disaster that defined the communities,  

it was the way in which the communities responded that defined them.  Through support, perseverance 

and sheer will, they rebuilt that was destroyed and are now bigger and stronger than they were twenty 

years ago. 
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It is the same character traits instrumental in shaping the new Grand Cities that can be found in our 

successful synchro teams.  It is for this reason, iconic symbols synonymous with the Grand Cities 

flooding and the recovery were chosen for this logo. 

While looking at the logo, know that the red and blue represent the blood, sweat and tears that go into 

accomplishing a goal which at times can seem unsurmountable.  The Surley Bridge (one of the last 

bridges to close during the 97 flooding) signifies the strength of the skaters as they move from one 

starting point to their ultimate goal.  The flood memorial monument symbolizes the perseverance of the 

individuals coming together to accomplish the cohesiveness as a team and to serve as a reminder of their 

past and how instrumental it is in shaping their present and future.    

 

Whatever the future holds for these skaters, one thing is for sure, much like the communities of the Grand 

Cities, their experiences during the 2017 Midwestern Pacific Coast Synchronized Skating Section 

Championships, were influenced by what occurred in their past and will help shape who they will 

become.  We wish them all the best. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: April 21, 2016 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten, Marc DeMers, 
Craig Buckalew and Mike Pokrzywinski. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre, P.E. 
 
RE:  2015 City Project No. 4 – Curb, Gutter and Paving 
 
 
Background: 
The City of East Grand Forks will need to enter into a grant agreement with MnDOT for the above 
referenced project. Therefore, please find attached the following: 
 

1) Memo from MnDOT approving the funding for the project and proceeding with the 
agreement. 

2) Two (2) copies of the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) Grant Agreement 
3) The City will need to execute Exhibit C, “Bond Financed Property Certification” 
4) The City will need to pass a Resolution for exhibit E – “Grantee Resolution Approving 

Grant Agreement”  
 
The total of the grant agreement is $366,957.48, because the bids came in under budget, we convinced 
MnDOT, to include the 10% contingency in the award, which they typically do not. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the Grant Agreement and give WSN the approval to forward the agreement to MnDOT 
 
Documentation: 
Please see attached 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Water Service for 
Interconnect Lift Station_RCA_2016.docx 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 4-21-2016 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl-Public Works Director 
 
RE: Water Service for Interconnect Lift Station  
 

 
Background:  As part of the “interconnect project” we will be installing a new lift station just south of 
where our existing sewage lagoons are currently located.  The lift station will require hook up to a 
potable water source.  The potable water will be used for pump maintenance, facility maintenance, and 
safety (keeping hands, eyes, skin etc. clean).   
 
Currently there are no sources of potable water within the immediate area surrounding the new lift 
stations site.  So we will have to bring water in from one of two nearby locations, utilizing either City 
Water or Rural Water.  For the City to install water line to the site our City Engineer estimates that it 
would cost a minimum of $150,000.  Marshal Polk Rural Water’s estimate to provide infrastructure is 
$15,900, and their monthly water rates are roughly the same as ours. 
 
Based on the above information, we feel that the most cost effective and prudent solution for providing 
water to the site is to have Marshal Polk Rural Water install a line and provide service to the lift station.    
If Council approves, the funds for payment would come from our Wastewater Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  Approve staff to authorize Marshal Polk Rural Water to install a water line and 
provide water service to our new lift station site for $15,900.    
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