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APPROVED 

MINUTES 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2010 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for January 19, 2010 was called to 

order by Council President Dick Grassel at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  

Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Dick Grassel, Council Vice President Henry Tweten, 

Council Member Marc Demers, Wayne Gregoire, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Greg Leigh. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:   

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water 

& Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, Planning & Zoning; Michelle French, Executive Assistant; Ron 

Galstad, City Attorney; Randy Gust, Fire Chief; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, 

Library Director; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Jim Richter, EDHA Director; and John 

Wachter, Public Works Superintendent. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research 

and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come 

up to the podium to do so. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of January 5, 2010. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO APPROVE THE “REGULAR MEETING” FOR THE EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL OF JANUARY 5, 2010. 

 

Voting Aye:     Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 
 

2. Consider approving the application for an Exempt Gambling Permit for a raffle for the Knights of 

Columbus Council #5341 to be held April 1, 2010 at Sacred Heart, 200 3
rd

 St. NW, East Grand 

Forks, MN 56721 and waive the 30-day waiting period.  

 

3. Consider approving the request to hire John Grenier as the new Wastewater Operator 1 to fill the 

vacancy starting January 11, 2010. 

 

4. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-01-13 a Resolution designating the Mayor’s appointment to 

the East Grand Forks Planning Commission for 2010. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO APPROVE CONSENT MOTIONS NUMBER TWO (2) THROUGH 

FOUR (4) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:     Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

 

5. The minutes of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission for December 17, 2009. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE. 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

6. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-01-14 a Resolution in support of the Energy Efficiency and 

Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) application for energy-related improvements for the Police 

building. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-01-14 A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT 

OF THE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT (EECBG) 

APPLICATION FOR ENERGY-RELATED IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE POLICE BUILDING. 

 

Mr. Huizenga recommended that City Council approve this resolution for energy efficiency upgrades.  He 

stated that he provided the latest estimate for the remaining improvements which are esthetic upgrades but 

would add energy conservation.   

 

Council Member Leigh would like to know an estimate on the energy savings.  Mr. Huizenga stated funds 

would be recovered for HVAC in 3-4 years and windows 6-7 years.  Council Vice President Tweten 

informed City Council that the City needs to lead by example on energy efficiency if we expect the 

residents too.  Council Member DeMers stated that he is in favor of all improvements but would like to 

know exactly where the funding would come from and suggested a list/plan of upcoming projects.   

 

Mayor Stauss stated that we need to move forward on the entire proposal and create a schedule of 

building maintenance/improvements.  Council Member Pokrzywinski announced that this is sticker shock 

and would like to discuss this before voting on it; he informed City Council that he doesn’t like these 

quick decisions.  Ms Ellis stated that the grant needs to be submitted by this Friday. 

 

Council President Grassel stated that he is shocked about the amount since the original estimate was 

$75,000 and now we are looking at $612,000.  Council Member DeMers announced that we need to look 

at the library roof.  Mr. Huizenga stated that we need to know what to submit; including the entire project 

would strengthen the application.  City Council decided to only vote on the current resolution.  

 

Voting Aye:     Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

CLAIMS:  
 

7. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-01-15 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Berts Truck Equipment for the goods referenced in check number 5191 for a 

total of $7,997.94 whereas Council Member Gregoire is personally interested financially in the 

contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-01-15 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

BERTS TRUCK EQUIPMENT FOR THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBER 5191 

FOR A TOTAL OF $7,997.94 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER GREGOIRE IS PERSONALLY 

INTERESTED FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:     Grassel, Tweten, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

Abstain: Gregoire. 
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8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 10-01-16 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 5235 for a total of 

$631.80 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 10-01-16 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 5235 FOR A TOTAL 

OF $631.80 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:     Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

9. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

Advanced Business Methods Inc Copier Contract $158.11 

Albrecht Manufacturing Deflector Plates $138.79 

Altru Health System Difibulator & Case $1,560.00 

American Tire Service Flat Repair #327 $11.60 

American Tire Service Inc Tire Replacement #546 $166.77 

Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services Cleaning Service $459.96 

Aqua Water Solutions Water Service $50.35 

Baker & Taylor Co Books $44.74 

Becker Arena Products Inc Protect All Sheets $333.59 

Bert's Truck Equipment Hyd Pump Parts #737/Blade/Tommy Gate  $7,997.94 

Big Jim's East Side Tire Flat Repair #157 $25.00 

Bobcat of Grand Forks Tie Rod #144/Inv Parts #144/Bucket For Bobcat $1,759.90 

Border States Electric Supply Ballasts/Lights $137.31 

Border States Trophy & Awards Plate/Engraving/Logo $48.04 

Brite-Way Window Cleaning Dec 2009 Cleaning Service/Riverwalk Center $50.00 

Brodart Co Books $238.95 

Bruce Jay Clean DeMers Building/Jan 2010 $60.00 

Building Vision LLC 2009 Tax Increment Payment $6,776.00 

C&R Laundry & Cleaners Laundry Dec 09  $529.78 

Canon Financial Services Copier Contract $361.60 

Cash Donald Scott Dec 2009 Dial-A-Ride $3,787.76 

Cole Papers Inc Cleaning Supplies $1,402.63 

Complete Pest Control Inc Insects/Rodents/Gophers $2,118.35 

D&M Auto Body Repair Damaged Squad Car 02 Chev (Jordheim) $1,238.72 

Dahlstrom Motors Inc 2 Chev Impalas $22,000.00 
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Dakota Food Equipment Thrust Washer $7.43 

Dave's Snow Removal Jan 2010 Snow Removal $180.00 

Diamond Cleaning Supply Richard Papenfuss General Supplies $483.42 

Drummer's Diesel Inc MIF Draw Request $102,000.00 

Eckes Todd & Janet Housing Incentive Tax Rebate 09/10 $1,880.96 

Economy Plumbing Check Leak $95.00 

Emphasys Computer Solutions Software Maint Agreement $1,739.54 

Explorer Post #38 Squad Cleaning $50.00 

Exponent Ad For Xmas Tree Pick Up $5.00 

Filter Care Washed Filters $106.49 

Flaherty & Hood PA Employment Consultation Services Dec 09 $262.33 

Forks Freightliner Wiper Arm #157 $31.60 

G&K Services Mats $205.23 

Gaffaneys Office Supplies $30.36 

Gale Books $93.48 

Galstad Randy Reimb Gas/Hockey Roseau & Warroad $51.00 

Galstad Jensen & McCann PA Prof Services $11,491.65 

Gardner Publishing Books $138.93 

Gerrells Sport Center Goalie Stick $91.81 

GF City Utility Billing Landfill Dec 09 $13,915.80 

GF Fire Equipment Turn Out Gear/A.Skjei $2,003.22 

GF Welding & Machine Rod End $32.37 

Grand Cities Towing Towing $740.00 

Grand Forks bclean.com Toilet Tissue $114.62 

Grand Forks City Oct - Nov 2009 Public Transit Billing $34,333.00 

Grenier John Reimb Boots $59.99 

Hajicek Rick Cleaning $408.50 

Hajicek Rod Reimb Meal/Crookston $8.25 

Hardware Hank Maint Supplies $631.80 

Heartland Paper Open Shower/Bath Tissue $268.83 

House Of Vacuums Vacuum Repair $257.73 

Hugo's Fingerprint/ Acct End XXX2283 $3.84 

Int’l Association of Chiefs of Police Membership Dues $120.00 

Int’l Public Management Association for HR Freight PD Test $102.50 

Inventory Trading Company Uniforms/Patrol $252.25 

J. P. Cooke Company Dog/Cat Tags $80.72 

Johnson Tim Reimb Safety Glasses $47.00 

Jung Beverly Housing Incentive Program Tax Rebate $2,178.13 

Kar Products Inv Parts $207.47 

Kellermeyer Building Service Cleaning Services/RW Center $1,923.75 

Lab Safety Supply Earplugs W/ Cord $102.81 

Lithia Payment Processing Pick-up Accessories #310/Ignition Keys #541 $767.05 

Lumber Mart Plywood/Wood For Hockey Boards  $639.24 
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M&W Services Outdoor Rink Water $1,380.00 

Mamma Maria's Italian Restaurant EDHA Board Meeting Meal $109.56 

McDonald's of EGF Prisoner Meals $24.86 

Melanee Myers & Frandsen Bank & Trust Deferred Loan Repayment Agreement & Mortgage $5,000.00 

Menards Maint Supplies $98.34 

Micro-Marketing LLC Books $147.56 

Midcontinent Communications Cable Service $795.77 

Mike's Pizza Board Meal $67.72 

Miller Josef Reimb Ref Fees Level III $90.00 

MN Dept of Labor & Industry Quarterly Building Permit Surcharge $3,450.44 

MN Dept of Public Safety 4th Qtr CJDN $1,530.00 

MN Drivers & Vehicle Services Title New Chev Impala's $1,500.00 

MN Ice Arena Mgr's Association VFW Arena Membership $140.00 

MN Municipal Utilities Assoc 2010 Drug Testing/1st Qtr Safety Management Program $4,123.75 

MN State Fire Chief Association Yearly Dues $65.00 

My-Lor Inc Accountibility Tags $52.50 

Nagle Mary Lou Housing Incentive Program Tax Rebate $949.90 

Nelson Katie Reimb Badges $26.25 

Newman Signs Sign Rental $2,370.00 

Northern Safety Tech Strobe Lights/Back Up Arms $885.82 

Nunn Kevin Reimb Hockey Coaching Fees $55.00 

O'Reilly Auto Parts Maint Supplies $2,732.12 

Odland Fitzgerald Reynolds & Harbott PLLP First Appearances $758.40 

Olson Chris Meal Reimb Training Cambridge $35.25 

Orchard Richard Transmission Oil #128 $134.34 

Otis Elevator Company Elevator Service Contract/ City Hall/Riverwalk/Infill $3,307.56 

Overhead Door Co 1 Door Opener $45.90 

Pamida Cust # 02790447 Memory Foam/Back Support For Drivers $64.11 

Peak Performance 2010 Service Contract $72.00 

Peterson Veterinarian Clinic P.C. Dec 09 Pound Report $424.98 

Polk County Environmental Services 2009 Administrative Fees $6,288.00 

Praxair Distribution Cylinder Rental $18.01 

Premium Waters Inc Water Service $142.12 

PS Door Services Repair Overhead Door $85.86 

Quill Corp Office Supplies $673.51 

Qwest Phone Service $241.99 

R&R Specialties of Wisconsin Inc Spreader Cloths $128.50 

RDO Powerplan OIB Repair Parts $799.56 

Resharpit Inc Sharpen Blade $140.00 

RJ Zavoral & Sons Furnish & Install New Gate Valve/Lagoon $33,030.00 

RMB Environmental Lab Inc 4 Hr Composite Sample $43.00 

Safety Kleen Corp Service Parts Washer $400.62 

Schumacher Todd Gas Reimb $86.20 
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Simonson Station Stores Car Washes $500.00 

Steenerson Ryan & Sadie Housing Incentive Program Tax Rebat $2,065.56 

Stengl Matt Reimb Gas/Det Lakes $29.11 

Sterling Development Group 2009 Tax Increment Payment $34,222.00 

Stone's Mobile Radio Inc External Speakers #108 $28.20 

Streichers Uniforms/Patrol $470.75 

Sun Dot Communications DSL Internet Service $138.49 

Szczepanski Darren Meal Reimb Training St $60.00 

Tony Dorn Inc Copies $130.14 

True Temp Service Labor/Furnace Repair $183.66 

United States Post Office Standard Mail Fee $185.00 

US Bank Principal/Interest Obligation Bonds $2,412,900.00 

US Bearings & Drives Inv Parts $114.65 

US Figure Skating Association Badges & Forms $182.50 

US Foodservice Inc TM Food Supplies $7.19 

USA Hockey Coaches Insurance $30.00 

Vilandre Heating & A/C ReHav Valves In Shop $68.00 

Virnig Glen and Lisa Housing Incentive Program Tax Rebate $2,243.94 

W.D. Larson Companies LTD Inc Inv Parts #614 $724.51 

Waste Mgmt Monthly Service $28,021.25 

Water & Light Department Monthly Service $42,283.86 

Zee Medical Service Refill 1st Aid Kit $58.92 

 
Total $2,826,761.22 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER 

TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye:     Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

SUSPENSION OF RULES:   

 

Council President Grassel asked the City Council to suspend rules for a special event application. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, THAT THE COUNCIL DESIRES TO SUSPEND THE RULES AND 

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING ONE (1) ACTION (S). 

 

Voting Aye:     Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO APPROVE THE SPECIAL EVENT APPLICATION FOR WINTER FEST 

ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2010 FROM 9:30 AM TO APPROXIMATELY 4:30 PM. 

 

Council Member DeMers asked if the liability issue has been resolved.  Mr. Galstad stated that the 

snowmobile organization will be purchasing a special event liability insurance to include the City.  Mr. 

Aker went through the plan of events. 

 

Voting Aye:     Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Mayor Stauss stated that when he was out of town and looking at other communities, he felt that East 

Grand Forks looks appealing in the summer and we need to continue on beautification. 

 

Council Member DeMers asked why the City quit streamlining the audio of the Council Meetings.  Mr. 

Huizenga stated that we were having some technical issues and we haven’t been getting much of an 

audience but he will follow-up on this. 

 

Council Vice President Tweten complimented Public Works on the street condition. 

 

Council President Grassel stated that there is another snowstorm forecasted for this upcoming weekend.  

Discussion occurred regarding snow plow routes.  Mr. Wachter stated that it depends on what day the 

storm occurs and what events are in the City.  Mr. Huizenga suggested putting the calendar parking on the 

front page of the website. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO ADJOURN THE JANUARY 19, 2010 REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:42 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:     Grassel, Tweten, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 


