
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2016 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of March 1, 2016. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of March 8, 2016. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:   

 

3. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-03-32 approving the plans and specifications and ordering 

advertisement for bids for 2015 City Project No. 1 – Interconnect Project. 

 

4. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-03-33 ordering advertisement for bids for 2014 City Project 

No. 5 - Sand/Salt Storage Building. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:   NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

5.  Consider approving the Exempt Gambling Application for the East Grand Forks Home Run Club to 

hold a raffle on April 12, 2016 at Stauss Baseball Park located at 5
th

 Ave NE East Grand Forks, MN 

56721 and waive the 30-day waiting period.  

 

6. Consider approving the temporary liquor license for Sacred Heart for an event on April 9, 2016 with 

contracted liquor services being provided by East Grand Lanes. 
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ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

7. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for February 4, 

2016 and February 18, 2016. 

 

8. Regular meeting minutes of the Economic Development Authority Board for February 2, 2016. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-03-34 authorizing Alliant Engineering to conduct the 

Intersection Control Evaluation at the intersection of Bygland Road and Rhinehart Drive with costs 

for services not to exceed $9,990. 

 

10. Consider approving the request to purchase an Elgin Pelican Street Sweeper from Sanitations 

Products in the amount of $202,460 and declare the current Elgin Street Sweeper as surplus. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-03-35 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 23692 for a total of 

$368.09 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

12. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

 

ADJOURN: 
 

Upcoming Meetings 

Work Session – March 22, 2016 – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – April 5, 2016 – Council Chambers 

Work Session – April 12, 2016 – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – April 19, 2016 – Council Chambers 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2016 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for March 1, 2016 was called to order by 

Council President Mark Olstad at 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL OF ROLL:   
 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 
 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Brad Bail, City 

Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve Emery, City Engineer; 

Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; 

Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City 

Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  and Jason Stordahl, Public Works 

Director. 
 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 
 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 

OPEN FORUM: 
“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action may be deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. Consider approving the minute summary of the “Closed Session” for the East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota City Council of January 19, 2016. 
 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of February 16, 2016. 
 

3. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of February 23, 2016. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) THROUGH THREE (3). 
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Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, and Vetter. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 
 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 
 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:    
 

4. Public Hearing on proposed 2016 Assessment Job No. 1 – Street Improvements. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, and Vetter. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 
 

Council President Olstad stated that due to caucuses being held the meeting could not go past 6:00pm.  

If more time is needed for the hearing the meeting will be continued on March 8th in Council Chambers 

beginning at 5:00pm so everyone will get their chance to address the Council.  He asked that when 

residents were addressing the Council to please stand at the podium and to state their name and address 

for the record.  He then turned the meeting over to the City Engineers. 
 

Mr. Emery welcomed everyone to the improvement hearing and introduced himself and those who 

assisted in this process.  He explained that the street improvements had been broken down into phases 

and this year was phase two of three.  He stated the last time there was street maintenance completed 

was in 2006 and all of the streets were done that year.  He then turned it over to Mr. Bail. 
 

Mr. Bail informed the group that assessments are how some projects are paid for.  He explained there is 

front benefit and end benefit.  He continued saying the front benefit is based on the narrow side of the 

parcel and that they use a formula to calculate front footage on odd shape lots.  He stated that once the 

footage is calculated the information is then reviewed to see who is receiving benefit from the project. 

 He explained how properties adjacent to the project are assessed halfway down the block so depending 

on which street is getting the improvement some parcels may be assessed only end benefit.  He then 

gave an example and asked for questions.  Mr. Emery reviewed the project and how there were three 

parts to it which included seal coat, mill and overlay, and full reconstruction.  He reviewed the estimated 

costs per foot for each part and how the reconstruction portion would be assessed over a 15 or 20 year 

period due to the costs of that project.  He then asked for questions. 
 

A resident stated they had received a letter in 2006 about a seal coat and mill and overlay.  She 

continued saying that they now received the same letter again and asked what the difference is between 

the two.  She commented how the last time this was done it was done poorly and that this time prices 

had tripled.  Mr. Emery explained that this would be the same process again.  Council member Grassel 

asked to have an explanation of what a seal coat and mill and overlay are.  Mr. Emery explained what a 

seal coat is when they spray down oil and add rocks or chips and drive on it for some time.  He added 

the process is different now because they add another layer of oil on top of everything.  He then 

explained that a mill and overlay is when the street is milled out and then an overlay of asphalt is put 

4



City Council Meeting March 1, 2016 

3 | P a g e  

 

down.  The resident asked which process would be happening by her property.  Ms. Anderson stated it 

was going to be a mill and overlay.   
 

Council President Olstad stated again that if someone would like to address the City Council to please 

state their name and address so the engineers can look on their sheets, see how the property would be 

affected, and then be able to address questions.  Mr. Emery told the resident her property would be 

affected by a mill and overlay.  She stated that it was a side street and asked when they would be doing 

the street in front of her home.  Mr. Emery said again that this was going to be done in three phases and 

if it wasn’t done last year or this year then it would be done the following year.   
 

Mr. Don Coulter, 512 7th Ave SE, said that his property would be affected by the mill and overlay and 

asked how long that was going to last.  Mr. Emery explained how it is typically a seven to ten year cycle 

and since this time they are getting a mill and overlay next time they would be getting a seal coat.  Mr. 

Coulter asked how often a seal coat is put down.  Mr. Bail explained how the cycle alternates between 

seal coat and mill and overlay every seven to ten years.  Mr. Emery explained that this was the 

maintenance plan the City followed to keep streets looking nice because once they start having problems 

the project may turn into a reconstruction which is much more expensive.  Mr. Coulter commented how 

some streets included in the project are in good condition or more time should be given in between these 

projects.  He also reminded everyone of the school bond issue and the interconnect project that is 

coming up and how both will cost the residents more.  Mr. Emery commented how this is the reason for 

the improvement hearing so residents can let the Council know what they are thinking and the Council 

can make their decision based on the input from residents.     
 

Mayor Stauss stated that he understands how they feel about the older residents as well as those who are 

just starting out.  He continued saying the biggest mistake the City made in streets was back in the 1960s 

when they put these types of streets in.  He said that every eight years something should be done to the 

streets with either a seal or patching.  He stated that the Council and taxpayer at that time didn’t realize 

how much it was going to cost to maintain these streets.  He added how since oil prices have come back 

down he thought that costs for this project would come back down.  He said that every eight years an 

improvement might be done to try and prevent water from seeping in which would cause problems.  He 

said that back the 1960s the people wanted to pay the cheapest amount and get the best street possible. 

 He explained that it changed to concrete streets in the 1970s which ended up being much better but a 

major improvement on a concrete street is very costly.  He added how the City has been fortunate that 

there haven’t been too many major repairs.  Mayor Stauss stated that he knows what Mr. Coulter is 

talking about regarding all of the taxes, how the City had a large increase, and how the City has a 

responsibility to try to keep costs down for the residents.  He added how he hopes the State will help the 

City out with the costs for the interconnect project and how they are looking at going with a sales tax so 

the pool project wasn’t added to the property taxes.   
 

Mr. Coulter commented how the City did have a large increase in the levy and that it seems every time 

he turns around there is something else being taken out of his income.  Mayor Stauss stated how the City 

is providing services and how the costs have gone up over the years.  Mr. Coulter asked why a fix was 

being done on something that didn’t need to be fixed and asked to be shown what is wrong with the 

street.  Mr. Emery stated that there had been a water main replacement project that had gone through but 

that street did have alligator cracking along with drainage issues and the longer they let it go the more it 

will cost in the long run.  Discussion followed about how this street had been put off because of the 

water main project that was completed the year before and where alligator cracking comes from. 
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Another resident stood up and told the Council they all have other jobs and how they can afford to pay 

for streets.  She stated that she is on social security alone.  She added that the City owns the Senior 

Center and commented how they were being assessed.  She asked if they were exempt and if they 

weren’t how they were going to pay for it.  Mr. Emery said the Senior Center would be paying their 

share just like everyone else.  The resident said the Senior Center didn’t have any money to pay for this. 

 Mr. Emery commented how the City was liable for their portion.   
 

Another resident commented how he didn’t think the engineers were doing their job because no one is 

inspecting things.  He asked what they were going to do this year.  Mr. Murphy asked for the resident to 

give his name and address for the record.  Gary Nokelby stated his address was 704 5th St SE.  Mr. 

Emery commented how in 2006 they must have received a seal coat.  Mr. Nokelby said he did and it was 

a poor job.  Mr. Bail said he didn’t know the particulars of what happened on that job because he wasn’t 

the one inspecting at that time.   
 

Dan Rolczynski, 1826 14th Ave NW, stated that he received a letter informing him of the project, called 

and asked for information, and was referred to the City Engineers.  He stated that in the 51 years that he 

has lived at his residence he doesn’t remember paying end benefit and doesn’t understand why they have 

to pay end benefit.  He continued saying that he was upset about paying end benefit and that he will call 

this a city/engineer’s fund.  Council President Olstad stated that he lived on the corner of the same street 

and that there had been front and end benefits charged before.  He added nothing had changed on how 

this was being assessed.  Mr. Rolczynski asked if they paid end benefits in 2006.  Council President 

Olstad said he could look it up and he is assuming they did because that is how the City had been 

assessing projects.  Mr. Rolczynski commented how they had put rock down before and the last time the 

curb and sidewalks were full of rocks after the snowplow had come by.  He added that it may be out of 

turn but televising the Council meetings will only upset the people.   
 

Neal Johnson, 535 7th Ave SE, asked if the numbers were the actual bid numbers and if they were high, 

medium or low.  Mr. Emery explained that these were just estimated dollar amounts, the next step would 

be completing plans and specs, advertising for bids, and that they are hoping these numbers are on the 

conservative side.  Mr. Johnson asked when the bid process would start.  Mr. Emery said if it moved 

forward in either April or May.  Mr. Johnson commented how he did agree that the last job was really 

crummy and more attention could have been paid.  He added more diligence could be paid when 

inspecting.  Mr. Emery explained the seal coat process again and how there is an additional layer of oil 

which should help with keeping the rock chips on the road.  Mr. Johnson said he was familiar with the 

county roads and how there haven’t been issues with those roads.  Mr. Emery said there is a one year 

warranty on the streets so if the contractor needs to come back and fix things they won’t get paid twice.   
 

Mr. Dennis Larson, 205 6th St NW, stated that he was relatively new to the community and has never 

been hit so hard by taxes along with the street improvements that were done last year.  He asked for the 

reasoning to be taxed again when they had their street completed in August of last year.  Mr. Emery 

asked to speak with him afterwards to look at the specifics.  Council member Pokrzywinski said that 2nd 

Ave NW was not done and it was scheduled to be completed this year and would be an end benefit to 

Mr. Larson.  Mr. Larson said when they had received the notice last year he didn’t understand why they 

would do anything on the street in good condition but was told it was for upkeep for ongoing 

maintenance.  Mr. Emery stated the prior project was completed in 2006 which is done in a seven to ten 

year cycle.  
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Council member Vetter asked for a show of hands of who was in favor of the maintenance project, there 

were none.  He then asked how many were against and many raised their hands.  Mr. Jim Wilson, 1412 

Central Ave NE, asked why not all of the businesses were being assessed or affected by the project and 

he also asked what the interference would be like for businesses while this project is taking place.  Mr. 

Emery said the interference would be minimal because seal coat is usually done within a day.  Mr. 

Wilson asked if the road could be driven on because it would not be convenient for customers to have to 

drive through the alleyway.  Mr. Emery said that in most cases the street would be left open so people 

would be able to access the business.   
 

Mr. Neal Johnson asked how far down the reconstruction portion would be assessed.  Mr. Emery stated 

it was a block or two.  Mr. Johnson asked why it isn’t spread out further since so many others receive 

benefit from this street.  Mr. Emery explained all properties will be assessed eventually so when the time 

comes to redo the street in front of their house they will be getting assessed.  He continued to say that 

this is a State Aid street so only 30% of the project cost is being assessed to the property owners. 
 

Curtis Ellingson, 905 18th St NW, said that last year he was assessed over $4000 for a mill and overlay. 

 He added that this year he was being assessed another $1905 for end benefit and how without interest it 

was going to cost him $70 per month for the next seven years.  He said he can thank Mr. Vetter for 

asking if this should be done or not, that it needs to be done, but that it is getting out of hand.   
 

Duane Driscoll, 902 18th St NW, stated in 2006 the project was rock and oil in front of his home.  He 

said last summer it was mill and overlay in front of his house.  He stated that now he is being charged 

end benefit and asked the Council how that benefits him.  Mr. Emery said assessing is how the project is 

paid for.  Mr. Driscoll said he would be paying up to $4500 for both projects and that he would stay off 

that street.  Mr. Bail explained how assessments work.  Mr. Driscoll asked to assess the whole town and 

if that would be fair.  Mr. Bail said that has been discussed before and that he would be using other 

streets in town that he does not pay for so this process should equalize out what is paid for.  Mr. Driscoll 

said it would be equal if the whole town was assessed.   
 

Council member DeMers said this had been fantastic discussion but the meeting had to be over by 

6:00pm so he proposed to suspend the hearing until March 8th and to move on to other items on the 

agenda.  Mayor Stauss reminded everyone that because of the caucuses being held the meeting could not 

go past 6:00pm.   
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL TO ADJOURN THE HEARING UNTIL MARCH 8TH AT 5:00PM.           
 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, and Vetter. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Buckalew.             
 

The Council was reminded about the pancake feed at the Senior Center on March 13th and were asked 

to attend.  Council member DeMers reminded everyone that the hearing will be continued next week at 

5:00pm. 
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CLAIMS: 
 

5. Consider adopting Resolution No. 16-03-31 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 23591 for a total of 

$1,501.94 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 16-03-31 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 23591 FOR A 

TOTAL OF $1,501.94 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY 

INTERESTED FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   
 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, and Vetter. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 
 

6. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER 

TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 
 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, and Vetter. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 
 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADJOURN THE MARCH 1, 2016 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:00 P.M. 
 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, and Vetter. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 
 

 

_______________________________________________ 

       David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2016 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for March 8, 2016 was called to order by 

Council President Mark Olstad at 6:09 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Dan Boyce, Water 

& Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve Emery, City Engineer; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; 

Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library 

Director; Jeremy King, Public Works Supervisor; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; and David Murphy, City 

Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

1. 2015 City Project No. 1 – Interconnect Project – Steve Emery 

 

Mr. Emery stated he had passed around a set of plans of where things were at today.  He explained that 

they would like to file the plans with the City Council at the meeting next Tuesday.  He continued 

saying the plans would then be sent to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for review.  He said if 

approved they are hoping to start advertising for bids on April 20
th

 and May 4
th

 with the bid opening on 

May 10
th

.  He added that MPCA will have comments which will need to be addressed.   

 

Mayor Stauss commented how there was an article in the paper about the Missouri and if the City should 

be contacting them.  Council President Olstad stated that Mr. Boyce was on the committee.  Mr. Boyce 

informed the Council that Water and Light has been a part of that committee and had followed the 

project closely over the last several years.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

2. Intersection Control Evaluation Study – Steve Emery 

 

Mr. Emery stated that this had been discussed at previous work sessions and if the City would like to 

follow the Bygland Road study and utilize the federal sub-target dollars for the project MNDOT stated 
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that the City would first have to complete an intersection control evaluation study.  He explained how 

this work would need to be completed by a traffic engineer and how they included a proposal from 

Alliant.  He stated they have included an additional 10% for their time if needed so it would total 

$10,989.  He added this was required by MNDOT to amend the TIP.  Council President Olstad asked for 

questions. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

3. Verizon Wireless Cell Tower on City Property – Nancy Ellis 

 

Ms. Ellis stated this had been discussed previously, how monopole towers were not allowed before in 

residential areas, but that has been changed and they are now allowed if it is city property, churches, or 

public open space and not within a restrictive distance.  She told the Council that this location can now 

be revisited and that Mr. Buell was present at the meeting to answer any questions.   

 

Council Vice-President Grassel asked if the location had moved or if it was always in this location.  Ms. 

Ellis said it was originally at the concrete pad but then moved back behind the trees.  Council member 

DeMers said he wanted to make sure that this will be 40 feet from the toe of the levy.  Ms. Ellis said it 

would be.  Discussion followed about what the actual location of monopole would be.  Ms. Ellis a site 

plan will have to be reviewed.  Mr. Buell said the property had been formally surveyed, they were 

informed of the setbacks, and they will make sure they follow those setbacks.  More discussion followed 

about the diagram that shows the space they will be renting.  Mr. Buell added they could shrink the 

space down since they are still negotiating.  Council member DeMers commented how there is also 

drainage there and make sure that is not affected.  Ms. Ellis said this was to show the Council what it 

was going to look like and use as much of the existing cement that is there.   

 

Ms. Ellis asked the Council if they should continue with negotiations of the lease and then move forward 

with the special use permit in April.  Council President Olstad asked if anyone had an issue with that.  

There were none.  Ms. Ellis added they will continue moving forward contingent upon the approval of 

the lease.  

 

4. Request to Purchase Street Sweeper – Jeremy King 

 

Mr. King informed the Council that the purchase of a street sweeper was included in the 2016 capital 

improvement budget.  He stated that they had made a selection that will fulfill the City’s needs using the 

National Joint Powers Alliance and Sanitation Products for an Elgin Pelican street sweeper.  He said the 

recommendation was to purchase the street sweeper for the amount of $202,460 and declare the current 

Elgin street sweeper as surplus.  Discussion followed about the options that were included for the street 

sweeper and how $270,000 had been budgeted for this purchase.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.  

 

5. Request to Advertise for Bids for a Sand & Salt Shed – Jeremy King 

 

Mr. King reminded the Council that in the spring of 2015 bids were collected for the sand and salt 

building and how the bid results came in significantly higher than what had been budgeted.  He 
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continued saying how there was $125,000 budgeted in the capital improvement budget for this project 

and asked for approval to advertise for bids.  He said the recommendation was to allow staff to advertise 

for bids for this project.   

 

Mayor Stauss commented how there has been discussions about wants and needs.  He stated that for 129 

years there hasn’t been one, that he does realize the sand can get hard, and asked if this was really 

needed.  Council President Olstad asked if the City would be able to use the county building.  Ms. 

Anderson stated it was a state building and the City was not allowed to use them.  Discussion followed 

about the current situation at Public Works, how hard the sand can be on the equipment when it is hard 

and in clumps, and how this is something the City may need.  Council Vice-President asked if they 

could reach out to Grand Forks and that their facility would be out of the way.  Mr. King stated that the 

issue with that is crossing state lines and that he wasn’t certain if Mr. Stordahl had contacted them.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.   

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VETTER, TO ADJOURN THE MARCH 8, 2016 WORK SESSION OF THE EAST 

GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:30 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, and Pokrzywinski. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: March 2, 2016 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten, Marc DeMers, 
Craig Buckalew and Mike Pokrzywinski. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre, P.E. 
 
RE:  2015 City Project No. 1 – Interconnect Project 
 
 
Background: 
The Plans and Specifications for the above referenced project will be filed with the City Council, on 
Monday, March 14, 2016. The following is the tentative schedule: 
 
 March 14, 2016 – File Plans/Specifications with the City Council 
 March 15, 2016 – send P/S to MPCA for approval and permit 
 March 15, 2016 – send PFA packet to Nancy Johnson 
 April 15, 2016 – MPCA approval of P/S and permit 
 April 20, 27 and May 4, 2016 – Advertise the project 
 May 10, 2016 – bid project and take bids to the City Council Work Session 
 May 17, 2016 – consider bids at the City Council meeting 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
When we file the plans and specifications, we will ask for approval to advertise once we have the 
approval from MPCA. 
 
Documentation: 
The Plans will be brought the Work Session. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  16 – 03 - 32 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR 2015 CITY PROJECT NO. 1 – INTERCONNECT 

PROJECT 

 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council has directed the City Engineers to prepare plans and specifications 

for the improvement of 2015 City Project No. 1 – Interconnect Project; 

 

WHEREAS, the City Engineer has presented such plans and specifications to the Council for 

approval; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA: 

 

1. Such plans and specifications, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, 

are hereby approved. 

 

2. The City Administrator shall prepare and cause to be inserted in the official paper and in 

the Finance and Commerce an advertisement for bids upon the making of such 

improvement under such approved plans and specifications.  The advertisement shall be 

published for 21 days, shall specify the work to be considered by the Council at 5:00 p.m. 

on May 17, 2016 in the Council Chambers of the East Grand Forks City Hall.  Any 

bidder whose responsibility is questioned during consideration of the bid will be given an 

opportunity to address the council on the issue of responsibility.  No bids will be 

considered unless sealed and filed with the City Administrator and accompanied by a 

cash deposit, cashier’s check, bid bond or certified check payable to the City of East 

Grand Forks for five percent of the amount of such bid. 

 

Voting Aye:   

Voting Nay:    

Absent:  

  

The President declared the resolution passed. Passed: March 14, 2016 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

City Administrator  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 14
th

 of May, 2016. 

 

  ________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Sand-Salt 
Building.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 3-2-2016 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl-Public Works Director 
 
RE: Sand/Salt Building 

 
 
Background:  In the spring of 2015 the City advertised for bid for a Sand/Salt Building.  The bids results 
came in significantly higher than the amount budgeted for the project.  This year’s CIP reflects a budget 
of $125,000 designated for the construction of a Sand/Salt Building.  We are asking for approval to 
advertise for bid, with hopes that we receive more reasonable prices in 2016.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  Authorize staff to advertise for bid for a sand/salt building. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  16 – 03 - 33 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING ORDERING THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR 

2014 CITY PROJECT NO. 5 – SAND/SALT STORAGE BUILDING 

 

Council Member ______, supported by Council Member ______, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council approved the plans and specifications at the Council Meeting on 

August 12, 2014 for the 2014 City Project No. 5 – Sand/Salt Storage Building;  

 

WHEREAS, previous tries resulted in either no bids collected or all bids being rejected because 

of how much higher they were than what had been budgeted; 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Director is requesting to have this project re-advertised for bids; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA: 

 

1. The city staff shall prepare and cause to be inserted in the official paper and in Finance 

and Commerce an advertisement for bids upon the making of such improvement under 

such approved plans and specifications.  The advertisement shall be published for 21 

days, shall specify the work to be considered by the Council at 5:00 p.m. on May 3, 2016 

in the Council Chambers of the East Grand Forks City Hall.  Any bidder whose 

responsibility is questioned during consideration of the bid will be given an opportunity 

to address the council on the issue of responsibility.  No bids will be considered unless 

sealed and filed with the City Administrator and accompanied by a cash deposit, cashier’s 

check, bid bond or certified check payable to the City of East Grand Forks for five 

percent of the amount of such bid. 

 

Voting Aye:    

Voting Nay:    

Absent:  

  

The President declared the resolution passed. Passed: March 14, 2016 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 14
th

 of March, 2016. 

 

  ________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East 
Grand Forks, Minnesota held February 4, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. 
Present:   Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk that the minutes of the 
previous meeting of January 21, 2016 be approved as read. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to authorize the Secretary to 
issue payment of the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of $441,519.01. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to approve the appointment of 
Melvin Metz to the Computer Application Specialist /Technical Trainer position effective 2-22-16 starting 
at $24.35/hr. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to approve providing 
complimentary power & potable water for the Grand Cities Art Fest to be held on June 11 & 12, 2016. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten  
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to approve sending two 
lineman and two office staff to volunteer at the APPA Lineman’s Rodeo being held on April 1 & 2, 2016. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to approve the quote from 
Vilandre in the amount of $4,400 for purchase and installation of two water bottle filling stations to be 
installed at the VFW and Blue Line Club Arenas with any additional cost to be paid by the Park & 
Recreation Department. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to adjourn to the next regular 
meeting on February 18, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. 
Voting Aye: Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
 
         Lori Maloney 
         Sec'y 
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East 
Grand Forks, Minnesota held February 18, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. 
Present:   Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde that the minutes of the previous 
meeting of February 4, 2016 be approved as read. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to authorize the Secretary to 
issue payment of the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of $1,316,289.23. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to cease the hiring process for 
the Accountant position until further notice. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to accept the 2015 accounts for 
charge off. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten  
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to approve the plans and 
specs for the 2016 Miscellaneous Electric Construction Project and advertise for bids with bids to be open 
on March 29, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Grinde to approve the plans and specs 
for the 2016 Equipment and Material bids and advertise for bids with bids to be open on March 15, 2016 
at 2:00 p.m. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk, seconded by Commissioner Grinde to declare old Comdial and 
other miscellaneous phones as surplus and to dispose of them in the proper manner. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to adjourn to the next regular 
meeting on March, 3, 2016 at 5:00 P.M. 
Voting Aye: Loven, Quirk, Grinde, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
 
         Bonnie Abel 
         Deputy Sec'y 
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APPROVED MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD MEMBERS OF THE 
EAST GRAND FORKS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (EDA) 

 
A regular meeting of the Board Members of the East Grand Forks Economic Development 
Authority was held at 3:30 pm on February 2, 2016, in the East Grand Forks City Hall Training 
Room, on the first floor in the South Wing, East Grand Forks, MN. 
 
1. Roll Call: 

Meeting was called to order by President Hecht at 3:35 pm. 
 
EDA Board present at roll, President Hecht, Board Members Mike Pokrzywinski, George 
Wogaman, Ralph Messelt, and Chad Grassel arrived at 4:09.   
 
Absent: Board Members Josh Grinde, Daniel Black 
 
Staff present: Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director; Brenda Ault, Executive 
Assistant; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Karla Anderson, Finance 
Director. 
 
Also Present:  
 
Roll Call: President Hecht determined a quorum was present. 
 

2. Approval of minutes of the January 19, 2016 Organizational Meeting: 
A Motion was made by Board Member Messelt, seconded by Board Member Hecht, to 
approve the minutes from the January 19, 2016 Organizational Meeting. M/S/P- Messelt, 
Hecht; 4-0, mc. 
 
Approval of minutes of the January 19 Regular Meeting: 
A Motion was made by Board Member Messelt, seconded by Board Member Hecht, to 
approve the minutes from the January 19, 2016 Regular Meeting. M/S/P- Messelt, Hecht; 
4-0, mc. 
 
 

3. Bills and Communications: 
a. Approval of the Accounts Payable for February 2, 2016. 
 
A Motion was made by Board Member Pokrzywinski, seconded by Board Member 
Wogaman, to approve the Accounts Payable for February 2, 2016. M/S/P- Pokrzywinski, 
Wogaman; 4-0, mc. 
 
 

4. Reports: 
 a. Delinquencies Update: 

ED Gorte reported that there is one delinquency and the company has been contacted.  
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February 2, 2016 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY (EDA) (continued) 
 

Page | 2 

 

5. Unfinished Business:  
 a. Sunshine Terrace update:  
Maintenance Strategy 
CP Ellis reminded the Board that they had discussed hiring one full time position to 
handle maintenance for the City buildings. She stated that she had spoken with City 
Administrator Murphy, and he thinks it would be a good idea as well, to combine a 
position for maintenance on the City buildings. 
 
She is currently working to prepare a job description, the position would require a Boiler’s 
License, the union only allows for a certain number of people with that qualification, so it 
would need to be carefully gone over, before it is sent to the Council for approval. CA 
Galstad agreed it would need to be carefully considered where to classify the job because 
of the union. 
 
President Hecht questioned whether the hours the person worked for the other city 
buildings, would be allocated, or all charged to Sunshine Terrace’s budget.  CP Ellis 
explained that the hours worked elsewhere could be put on a work order and billed out to 
that department. 
 
Smoke Alarm replacement program 
CP Ellis informed the Board that the invoice submitted with the packet is the correct price.  
There are 65 apartments at Sunshine Terrace and to replace each apartment with one 
dual unit would cost around $2500.00. CP Ellis stated that a motion was not needed 
because this was included in her 2014 Capital Improvement Plan, this improvement is 
right on schedule and the plan was previously approved. 
 
b. Infill Building Elevator Update  
CP Ellis informed the Board that there is no further update; the parts were ordered and 
they take approximately 6-8 weeks for delivery.   
 
CP Ellis left the meeting at 3:50 pm. 
 
c. EGF Residential Development Pilot Program Update 
ED Gorte informed the group that when the group had met it considered some other 
parameters for the future.  They discussed allowing a contractor to pay the $1000 down 
on a lot and then having a floating loan for the rest of the cost of the lot, until the sale of 
the home.  They are still going over details, but that was one idea. 
 
d. Marketing Committee 
ED Gorte informed the group that the committee’s first meeting was on Wednesday, 
January 27th.   Board Member Pokrzywinski stated that it was a good meeting, with lots of 
brainstorming; they discussed holding golf tournaments to get people out to the 
development and getting the media involved.  They are planning to meet again on 
February 10th. 
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February 2, 2016 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY (EDA) (continued) 
 

Page | 3 

 

 
Board Member Grassel arrived at 4:09 pm. 
 
 

6. New Business:  
a. IRP (USDA-RD) Funds: 
ED Gorte explained that the Intermediary Relending Program currently has $750,000 
available, but the loans are very limited in what we can use them for, he’d like the Board 
to consider paying off the $290,000 currently owed, leaving a net of $460,000.  It would 
allow the EDA more flexibility for other things, such as land purchase.  After discussion,  
 
A motion was made by Board Member Grassel, seconded by Board Member Wogaman, to 
approve paying off the Intermediary Relending Program. M/S/P- Grassel, Wogaman; 5-0, 
mc. 
 
b. February 4 Joint Meeting at the Chamber  
ED Gorte stated that the joint meeting of the two City Councils and two EDA Boards, 
along with the Chamber, is set for February 4th at 5:30.   
 
c. Water’s Edge Variances  
ED Gorte stated that he has been working on preparing an application for variances to 
submit to the Planning & Zoning Commission. 
 

7. Adjournment  
A motion was made by Board member Pokrzywinski, seconded by Board member 
Messelt, to adjourn the meeting at 4:22 pm. M/S/P- Pokrzywinski, Messelt; 5-0, mc. 
 
The next regular meeting is March 1st, 2016 at 3:30 in the East Grand Forks 
Training Room, First Floor in the South Wing, East Grand Forks City Hall, East 
Grand Forks, MN.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Brenda Ault 
Executive Assistant 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16 – 03 - 34  

 
Council Member ______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, a study was completed in 2015 regarding traffic on Bygland Road 

which stated the need for a round-a-bout to be constructed at the intersection of 

Bygland Road and Rhinehart Drive; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council deems the round-a-bout a higher priority than the reconstruction 

project and would like to amend the Transportation Improvement Program schedule; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Transportation requires an Intersection Control 

Evaluation study to be completed; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City has received a proposal from Alliant Engineering to complete the 

study;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota, accepts the proposal from Alliant Engineering and agrees to pay up to and not to 

exceed $9,990 for the Intersection Control Evaluation Study as well as up to and not to exceed 

10% or $999 to the City Engineers for services on this project.  

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. Passed: March 14, 2016 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 14
th

 of March, 2016. 

 

 

  ________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Street Sweeper.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 3-1-2016 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl-Public Works Director 
 
RE: Street Sweeper 

 
Background and supporting documentation of request: 
 
The Public Works Department was approved in the 2016 CIP budget (Budgeted amount $270,000) for 
the purchase of a Street Sweeper.  We have made a selection that we feel will fulfill or needs, and through 
National Joint Powers Alliance and Sanitation Products received pricing for a new Elgin Pelican Street 
Sweeper.  See purchasing information below: 
 
Sanitation Products (pricing through NJPA) 
 
Elgin Pelican (Model P)  $200,175 
Add –ons 
Speed Controller   $785 
Overhead Beacon    $1,500 
 
Total:      $202,460 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  Approve the purchase of one Elgin Pelican Street Sweeper from Sanitation Products 
(priced through NJPA) for $202,460, and declare surplus our used Elgin Sweeper (unit 112).     
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RESOLUTION NO.  16 – 03 – 35 

 
 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution 

and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in 

check number 23692 for a total of $368.09. 

 

WHEREAS, Craig Buckalew, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases 

were made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are 

confirmed and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such 

claim on the filing of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 

471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $368.09 paid for such goods is as low as, or lower 

than, the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the purchase was 

made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on March 14, 2016. 

 

Voting Aye:   

Voting Nay:    

Absent:   

   

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: March 14, 2016 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 14
th

 day of March, 2016. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 

35

mnelson
Typewriter
11



AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Craig Buckalew, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 3
rd

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The City of East Grand Forks check number 23692 for a total of $368.09. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on March 14, 2016. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or 

lower than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the 

claim is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 

 

 Dated: _______________________  

 

 

  _______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 
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