
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2015 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota 

City Council of October 6, 2015. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of October 13, 2015. 

 

3. Consider approving the summary minutes of the “Closed Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota City Council of October 13, 2015. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE   

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  NONE 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

   

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND 

COMMISSIONS:   

 

4. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for September 17, 

2015. 

 

5. Special meeting minutes of the Economic Development Authority Board, Planning Commission, 

and City Council for September 29, 2015. 

 

6. Regular meeting minutes of the Resurrection Cemetery Commission for September 28, 2015. 
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COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:    

 

7. Consider approving the amendment to the Wireless Communication Ordinance of the City Code 

(2nd Reading). 

 

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-106 adopting the assessment roll #334 for 2014 

Assessment Job No. 1 – Street Reconstruction – 17
th

 Street NE for a total assessment of 

$462,584.44. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-108 setting the final public hearing for 2015 Assessment 

Job No. 3 – Street Improvements on the North Side of the City for November 10, 2015. 

 

10. Consider approving the Polk County Mutual Aid Agreement and authorize the Mayor and City 

Administrator to sign the document. 

 

11. Consider awarding the Civic Center Roofing project to GW & Sons Construction Inc for the 

amount of $65,765.00.   

 

12. Consider approving the purchase of aggregate materials which will be added into the overall cost 

of the Point of Woods 6
th

 Utilities and Street Construction project.   

 

13. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-113 approving Change Order No. 2 on the pool 

renovation project for the amount of $36,688. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

14. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-114 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 22652 for a total of 

$744.17 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

15. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended 

bills and payroll. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

 

ADJOURN: 
 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Work Session – October 27, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – November 3, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – November 10, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – November 17, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2015 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for October 6, 2015 was called to order by 

Council President Mark Olstad at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Members Mike Pokrzywinski, Henry Tweten, 

and Marc DeMers. 

 

Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Erika Azure, Administrative Assistant; Brad Bail, City Engineer; 

Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve Emery, City Engineer; Ron 

Galstad, City Attorney; Paul Gorte, EDA Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, 

Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; and 

Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant. 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota 

City Council of September 15, 2015. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of September 22, 2015. 

 

3. Consider approving the minutes of the “Special Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of September 22, 2015. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) THROUGH THREE (3). 
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Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

 

4. Public Hearing to consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-106 adopting the assessment roll 334 for 

2014 Assessment Job No. 1 – Street Reconstruction – 17
th

 Street NE for a total assessment of 

$462,584.44. 

 

Council President explained the purpose of the hearing is to ensure due process is followed to protect 

the individual rights prior to governmental action, that all interested parties will have an opportunity to 

see information, ask questions, and express support or opposition.  He stated first the engineers would 

be explaining the project. 

 

Mr. Emery reviewed the scope of the street reconstruction project.  He stated how the total cost of the 

project was $1,269,798.44 and the City had received $807,214 in federal aid for this project so only 

$462,584 was assessed.  He stated the assessments were figured using the City’s assessment policy and 

said the map showed who received front benefit and who received end benefit.  He added how the 

assessments if assessed on the properties would be paid over a 20 year period at an interest rate of 

4.5% or be paid off without interest within 30 days of the roll being adopted.  He then asked for 

questions.   

 

Council President Olstad asked if there was anyone that who would like to speak in support of this 

project.  No one came forward.   

 

Council President Olstad asked if there was anyone present that would like to speak in opposition of 

the project.  Mr. Mike Loesevitz stated he was an attorney with Camrud Maddock Olson & Larson and 

also a resident of East Grand Forks 418 20
th

 St NW.  He explained that he was representing East Forks 

Limited Partnership who owns the property that is the trailer park.  He stated they are getting charged 

nearly $200,000.  He continued to say this is a trailer park and their argument is that the repaving of 

the road is not going to increase the fair market value of the property.  He said under Minnesota law 

the assessment has to be the increase to what the fair market value is of the property.  He added that it 

is there position this project did not increase the fair market value at all.  He then asked if there was an 

appraisal or study done showing what the increase would be in fair market value and the assessment 

should be the same as the increase to the fair market value.   

 

Mr. Loesevitz stated he had turned in a written objection with the clerk’s office the day before.  Mr. 

Murphy confirmed the Administration Office received the objection.  Council member Tweten asked 

what would happen if the road went back to gravel.  Mr. Loesevitz stated that his client would have 

been fine if the road went back to gravel.  Council member Tweten commented how this project was to 

make the area more attractive and asked if the area is not more attractive now compared to letting it go 

back to gravel.  Mr. Loesevitz stated his client’s position is that there wouldn’t be a difference if there 

was a dirt road.  Council member Tweten said if the road was a dirt road there would be dust there all 

of the time along with other problems.  He added this was to beautify the area and that this is a state 

aid street.  He stated those funds could have been used elsewhere.  Mr. Loesevitz stated again the 
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assessment is suppose to increase the fair market value of the property.   

 

Mayor Stauss stated that he agrees with Council member Tweten and that the new street improves the 

area but the problem is that the City can’t get the trailer court to improve the trailer court which 

doesn’t bring any more value to it.  Council President Olstad asked if there were any more comments 

and if there weren’t any he would entertain a motion to close the public hearing.      

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINKSI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

5. Consider approving the temporary liquor license for St. Michael’s Church for an event being held 

at Sacred Heart School on October 24, 2015 with contracted liquor services being provided by East 

Grand Lanes. 

 

6. Consider approving the Site Use Agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and Lutheran 

Social Services for the use of the kitchen facilities at the East Grand Forks Senior Center for 2016. 

 

7. Consider accepting and ratifying the updated Landscaping Incentive Policy that is recommended 

by the Economic Development Authority Board and will be administered by the Economic 

Development Office. 

 

8. Consider accepting and ratifying the MIF Loan Interest Rate Policy that is recommended by the 

Economic Development Authority Board and will be utilized by the Board and Loan Committee. 

 

9. Consider approving the request to advertise internally and hire for the position of Public Works 

Equipment Operator. 

 

10. Consider approving the request to advertise externally and hire a seasonal truck driver for the 

Public Works Department.    

 

11. Consider approving the request to advertise externally and hire an accounting technician for the 

Administration/Finance Office. 

 

12. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-105 formally accepting the 2014 Aid to Firefighter Grant 

from FEMA in the amount of $45805. 

 

13. Consider adopting the pay scale for seasonal employees and to be affective upon adoption. 

 

14. Consider approving the grant contract between the City of East Grand Forks and the State of 

Minnesota’s Department of Natural Resources and authorizing the City Administrator and Mayor 
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to sign the contract.  

 

15. Consider approving the Fireworks/Pyrotechnic Special Effects Permit for the Downtown 

Development Association on November 29, 2015 from approximately 6:30pm until 7:00pm. 

   

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO APPROVE ITEMS FIVE (5) THROUGH FIFTEEN (15). 

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND 

COMMISSIONS:   

 

16. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for September 3, 

2015. 

 

17. Regular meeting minutes of the Economic Development Authority Board for September 1, 2015. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

18. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-106 adopting the assessment roll #334 for 2014 

Assessment Job No. 1 – Street Reconstruction – 17
th

 Street NE for a total assessment of 

$462,584.44 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL   

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-10-106 ADOPTING THE 

ASSESSMENT ROLL #334 FOR 2014 ASSESSMENT JOB NO. 1 – STREET 

RECONSTRUCTION – 17
TH

 STREET NE FOR A TOTAL ASSESSMENT OF $462,584.44 

 

Council member DeMers asked if an appraisal done.  Mr. Galstad stated one had been ordered.  

Council member DeMers said that there is no proof that they can’t raise their rates and as Council 

member Tweten commented this a direct benefit for this property as well as other around it, the 

residents deserve a good network of streets, and there is a cost to maintain those streets.  He asked 

about the water tower property, who maintains it, and if that would be paid for by the City or by the 

Water and Light Department.  Mr. Bail stated the property was listed as the City of East Grand Forks.   

 

Council member Pokrzywinski asked about process and said there are three absent members.  He asked 

if there is the option of putting off this decision until the full Council can discuss this.  Council 

member DeMers asked if there was a time constraint.  Ms. Nelson stated the only time constraint is 

that once a special assessment roll is adopted there is a 30 day period that people have to pay off a 

portion or the entire amount and the rest of the information would need to be to the County by the end 

of November.  She stated if the Council acts on this at the next meeting they should be able to meet all 
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the necessary deadlines.  Discussion followed about if this should be voted on or if this should wait for 

the entire Council to vote on.  Mr. Galstad stated this item could be recessed until a certain date put 

into the record and would give the City a chance to discuss this as well as discuss this with East Forks 

Partnership to see if a resolution is possible.  He added that if this roll is adopted they would then have 

30 days to appeal the decision to the courts. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL   

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, MOVED TO POSTPONE. 

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

19. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-107 accepting the report of feasibility for the Riverview 

9
th

 and 10
th

 Additions for paving and sidewalk construction and setting the improvement public 

hearing for November 17, 2015. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-10-107 ACCEPTING 

THE REPORT OF FEASIBILITY FOR THE RIVERVIEW 9
TH

 AND 10
TH

 ADDITIONS FOR 

PAVING AND SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION AND SETTING THE IMPROVEMENT 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR NOVEMBER 17, 2015. 

 

Council member Tweten stated that this area had many lots under development and that it is very 

important that all property owners receive a notice.  He said there would be a problem if not everyone 

was sent a notice which has been a problem before.  He suggests the engineers check ownership so 

there are not any problems in regards to assessments. 

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: Tweten. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

20. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-108 setting the final public hearing for 2015 Assessment 

Job No. 3 – Street Improvements on the North Side of the City for October 27, 2015.  

 

Council President Olstad stated this item was going to be pulled from the agenda and will be placed on 

a future agenda. 

 

21. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-109 authorizing the issuance and sale of General 

Obligation Bonds Series 2015A in the proposed aggregate principal amount of $4,575,000. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL   

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-10-109 AUTHORIZING 

THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS SERIES 2015A IN THE 

PROPOSED AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF $4,575,000. 

 

Council member DeMers stated at last minute he tried to get information and asked what the City’s 

current outstanding debt and what the annual debt service payments are.  Ms. Anderson stated she 
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didn’t have that information with her but that Brenda Krueger from Springsted was present who has 

worked with the bond structuring.  She added that there is a required tax levy limit that has to be 

included with the levy but the remainder of the bonds are paid for with the special assessment that are 

collected.  Council member DeMers commented how now would be a good time to reassess the 

position of the City when considering adding more debt.   

 

Ms. Brenda Krueger introduced herself to the City Council.  She explained that during this process one 

of the documents that are prepared is an official statement which includes all debts and annual debt 

service.  She added the information will include the credit rating and the debt ratio which will be 

shared with the Council once it is prepared.  Council member DeMers asked if this is voted yes if the 

Council had another chance to say no or if this was it.  Ms. Krueger stated that the Council does have 

to approve the results of the bond sale.  She stated that if the results are not favorable the Council does 

have the ability to reject the bids.  Council member Tweten commented how this company has handled 

the City’s affairs in an excellent manner and that these bonds are being sold for practical purposes.  

Mr. Murphy stated how most of this bond would be paid for by assessments which will be included on 

the list of when the bonds are sold and he is fairly comfortable where the debt ratio is currently at.     

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: Tweten. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

22. Consider approving the classification of Lot 6, Block 4 Wurden’s Second Addition and authorizing 

the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the necessary documents.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE THE CLASSIFICATION OF LOT 6, BLOCK 

4 WURDEN’S SECOND ADDITION AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY 

ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS. 

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

23. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-110 approving an increase to the storm water fee from 

$4.50 per month to $9.00 per month. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL   

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-10-110 APPROVING AN 

INCREASE TO THE STORM WATER FEE FROM $4.50 PER MONTH TO $9.00 PER 

MONTH. 
 

Council member Pokrzywinski stated that this increase is for Storm Water fee on the Water & Light 

bill and that it should include the words flood protection.  He commented how important it is to 

maintain our flood protection system so it remains certified, that it protects the entire City from flood 

waters, and that next year the Council should look into bringing this fee along with one or two more 

back into the general fund without trying to put more on the taxpayers. 

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 
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Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

24. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-111 approving increases to the rate schedule for both 

commercial and residential refuse rates. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL   

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-10-111 APPROVING 

INCREASES TO THE RATE SCHEDULE FOR BOTH COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 

REFUSE RATES. 
 

Mayor Stauss stated he has received calls on increases in fees and taxes.  He stated that many people 

that he had spoken to were in favor of the sales tax but were concerned about other increases since they 

were not receiving an increase with their fixed incomes. 

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

25. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-10-112 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 22511 for a total of 

$628.57 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-10-112 AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM HARDWARE 

HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 22511 FOR A TOTAL OF 

$628.57 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.    

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

26. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended 

bills and payroll. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-

TREASURER TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 
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COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Mayor Stauss thanked Mr. Dan Boyce and Mr. Scott Gravseth from the Water and Light Department 

for all of their hard work and congratulated Mr. Boyce for receiving the Presidential Award from the 

MMUA and Mr. Gravseth for the award that he also received.  
 

Council Member Pokrzywinski congratulated Mr. Boyce on his award. 

 

Council President Olstad also congratulated Mr. Boyce on his award. 

 

Mr. Murphy commented how the new concession stand at the Civic Center was used for the first time 

over the weekend since it was the weekend of the arts and crafts show. 

 

Mr. Boyce stated that the Water and Light bills do have the words flood protection next to the storm 

water fee and added he was surprised to receive the award from MMUA.  He said that it has been a 

please to serve the City and State. 

 

ADJOURN: 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADJOURN THE OCTOBER 6, 2015 COUNCIL MEETING 

OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:36 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Pokrzywinski, Tweten, Olstad, and DeMers. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Vetter, Buckalew, and Grassel. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for October 13, 2015 was called to 

order by Council President Mark Olstad at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: 

Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, 

Council Members Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Brad Bail, City Engineer; Greg Boppre, City 

Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve Emery, City 

Engineer; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Paul Gorte, EDA Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; 

Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City 

Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  and Jason Stordahl, Public 

Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present. 

 

1. Midcontinent Franchise Agreement – David Murphy 

 

Mr. Murphy explained how this item had been on the agenda before and how the language of the 

agreement was still being finalized.  He said how there was a conference call between the City 

and Midcontinent and stated that Mr. Mastel was present at the meeting to help answer questions 

the Council may have.  Mr. Pat Mastel introduced himself, informed the Council that he works 

on the approximate 330 franchise agreements for Midcontinent.  He said there were questions 

about the PEG channel which stands for public, educational, and government.  He informed the 

Council there were already three channels being used by the City of Grand Forks, the Grand 

Forks School District, and the University of North Dakota.  He explained that there could be a 

4th channel but if the City started their own channel the City would also be in charge of the 

agenda of that channel.  He said another choice maybe to utilize one of the current channels by a 

live feed or by using a tape delay.  He added that a third option would be to broadcast on the web 

but the City would be limited to Midcontinent subscribers.  He asked if there were any questions. 

 

Council member Pokrzywinski said that he had been a part of the conference call and told the 

Council that a decision did not have to be made that night.  He said this was to hear about the 

different options and that the City would have the ability to approach Midcontinent anytime after 

the franchise agreement was signed.  Mr. Mastel informed the Council that the FCC allows only 

up to a 5% fee on franchise agreements but an additional 1% could be added if that 1% was spent 
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on equipment which could help with the purchase of necessary equipment needed for taping the 

council meetings.  He added how the additional 1% could set as either a percentage or a specific 

amount.  Discussion followed about how this could be added at a later date, how the current 

franchise fee brings in approximately $12,000 per month, and how there isn’t any limitations on 

what the funds the first 5% of the franchise fee could be spent on.  Mr. Galstad stated the 

language can be added to the agreement for the possibility of adding an additional channel and 

Midcontinent will have to review the language also before the Council voting on the new 

agreement. 

 

2. Pool Change Order – Mark Bohlman 

 

Mr. Murphy explained how there were nine items that would be included in the proposed change 

order.  He stated the diving boards needed to be replaced and the other items were outlined in the 

email from Mr. Bohlman which had been included with the packet.  Mr. Bohlman stated the 

largest item was the diving boards.  He explained how they were planning to reuse the diving 

boards but after closer inspection they were found to be in need of replacement.  He reviewed the 

list of items that would either need to be replaced instead of being reused as well as having some 

reductions.  He stated that with both the additions and reductions the amount of the change order 

was $35,872.70 which would leave approximately $64,000 left in contingency for this project. 

 Mr. Murphy commented that after speaking with the project manager they do not foresee 

anything else that should be discovered or be a surprise. 

 

Council member DeMers stated that the cost of the diving boards is the same as a new car.  Mr. 

Bohlman commented that they went out for quotes; that the purchase of two one meter boards is 

expensive, but that is the market for this item. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

3. Northview Addition Discussion – Nancy Ellis 

 

Ms. Ellis stated this item had come before the Council at the September 15th meeting and that 

there had been questions regarding the placement of the road as well as others items for the 

developer who was in attendance and would be able to answer those questions.  Council 

President Olstad asked if it was possible to move the placement of the road.  Mr. Craig Tweten 

explained what had been proposed and how they would be able to do this differently.  Discussion 

followed about how 23rd Street NW is a collector, how the road that is put in will need to 

connect to other roads, and how there were other possible ways for the project and road to be 

completed.  Ms. Ellis informed the Council that the road could not be a dead-end but a public 

street and that private drives were not allowed.  She added how there is a master plan that could 

be followed but understands how this could be very costly to complete.   

 

Mr. Boppre commented how this property would be developed using a developer’s agreement so 

the road would need to be completed within three years of the development and wouldn’t have to 

be completed right away.  More discussion followed about moving the location of the proposed 

apartment building closer to the drainage ditch which would also change the location of the road.  

Ms. Ellis stated that she would work with the developer to see if there was a different way for 

this development to be completed. 
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4. 2015 Assessment Job No. 1, Point of Woods 6
th

 Addition – Steve Emery 

 

Mr. Emery reminded the Council that two projects were projected to be done at the same time 

but only one moved forward.  He added how the aggregate from the one project was going to be 

reused but that was no longer an option.  He explained that there were two options for the 

Council to consider moving forward so the street construction and curb and gutter could be 

completed in the Point of Woods 6
th

 Addition.  He stated how the construction company could 

furnish the materials and the cost would be added to the overall project and assessed or the City 

could purchase the material and when it is removed be able to reclaim the material.  Mr. Murphy 

stated that he had spoken with the developer about both options and that he recommended 

moving forward with option 1 and having the costs assessed.  Council member Vetter stated this 

would be consistent with other projects that have been assessed. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

5. Update on Engineering Contract – David Murphy 

 

Mr. Murphy stated that this had previously come before the Council and additional information 

was asked for.  He explained he brought forward information about Minnesota cities, their 

population, what their engineering practices were, and how many people they employed in their 

engineering department.  He said that he had also included the expenses the City had paid to 

Widseth Smith Nolting since the beginning of 2014 to this point in 2015.   

 

Council President Olstad stated that it is always good to look but his opinion was that he is very 

happy with the services provided by WSN.  Council Vice-President Grassel stated that some of 

these cities are metro cities and circumstances are different between the metro area and greater 

Minnesota.  He added that lots of items were based on fees and asked about other services such 

as staking.  Mr. Murphy stated that these costs were their internal costs only and how some of the 

services were contracted out.  Discussion followed about how there is a Metro Council that 

handles the sewer, water, billing, and where the cities are able to grow and how cities like East 

Grand Forks have to handle those projects themselves.   

 

Council member Vetter review possible costs and stated even with the occasional need of hiring 

an outside engineer the costs would be minimal to the City’s general fund since most of these 

projects are paid for by special assessments.  He added how if the City wanted a GIS system 

there is a possibility of teaming up with UND or Northland to set up internships for that kind of 

work.  Council member Tweten commented that he did not like a three year contract and that it 

should be changed to a two year contract so he would be voting against the three year contract.  

Mr. Boppre stated the last two contracts the City approved were three year contracts.   

 

Council member Pokrzywinski stated he didn’t have an issue with a three year contract because 

the term for a Council member is four years so every council would have a chance to vote on an 

engineering contract.  He said after looking at the numbers the City is right in the middle, that the 

City continues to receive good services, and that the City is paying a fair price.  Discussion 

followed about how the contract expires on December 31
st
 of 2015, how the costs presented from 

other cities did not include their costs of hiring additional engineering services when needed, and 

how if the City hired their own staff they would be able to pay for the staff using special 
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assessments.  Council member Vetter stated if the Council was considering to hire its own 

engineering staff there wasn’t enough time before the end of the year and to only approve a one 

year contract and look into this further.     

 

6. Property Tax Abatement Request – Paul Gorte 

 

Mr. Gorte stated that he had been approached by Valley Golf who is requesting a tax abatement. 

He said that Mr. Dan Filipi and Mr. Larry Slowen were present at the meeting to answer 

questions and that they have provided the City with both a budget and business plan.  Mr. Filipi 

stated that the golf course board had worked on the budget while trying to make improvements. 

 He commented how the downturn in the economy had decreased the amount of revenue of the 

golf course.  He stated that they are behind in equipment maintenance and that the tax abatement 

was only one piece of the puzzle for them.  He explained the way a golf course was taxed had 

changed under Governor Pawlenty and the taxes went from $7,500 for the year to $42,000 which 

included special assessments.  

 

Council President Olstad commented how the City portion of taxes was approximately $11,500 

per year.  Council member DeMers said that he appreciates them coming forward but that he 

would like to see a business plan in detail.  Council President Olstad asked what the reasoning 

was for 10 years.  Mr. Filipi explained that by 2023 the golf course would have some of its debts 

taken care of.  He added that the City of Grand Forks sets $30,000 aside for the Lincoln course 

and $140,000 aside for the King’s Walk golf course.  Council member Pokrzywinski asked if 

that was the City or the park district.  After review of paperwork Mr. Filipi stated it was the park 

district.   

 

Council member Vetter asked what the City’s policy is for a new business.  Mr. Gorte stated he 

was unsure what that policy was but would look into it.  Mayor Stauss commented how the City 

had helped the golf course before, that there are arenas and baseball fields but how the golf 

course was important to the community.  Discussion followed about what possible options were, 

how the City was limited on what it is able to do, and how an abatement would be absorbed by 

the rest of the tax payers.  Council member Pokrzywinski asked if the golf course board had 

approached the County yet.  Mr. Filipi stated they hadn’t.  Council member Pokrzywinski then 

asked if they would also be asking for the loan they had with the City to be deferred.  Mr. Filipi 

stated they were trying to stay current but had asked to have both the September and October 

payments of this year deferred.  He added they were trying to avoid borrowing more money and 

that the abatement would help.  Council member Tweten asked to have them indicate what 

amount was for taxes and what amount was for special assessments.  Council President Olstad 

added more information was needed before moving forward.     

 

7. Update on Mutual Aid Agreement – Gary Larson 

 

Chief Gary Larson told the Council they had see this agreement before but changes had been 

made.  He stated the amount of hours required to be on the scene was changed from 48 hours 

down to 12 hours.  He explained how this was a five year agreement and the City would be able 

to withdraw from it with a 30 day notice.  He added that he had discussed the liability portion 

with others and that the City would be liable if something happened to another department if they 

were assisting under the mutual aid agreement.  Council member DeMers asked if Chief Larson 
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was happy with the changes.  Chief Larson stated he was and how they would be assigned to 

duties when they arrived upon a scene. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

8. Civic Center Roof Repairs – Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Aker informed the Council that he had contacted five people to give a quote on the roof 

project at the Civic Center.  He stated that he only received one and asked if the Council would 

like to consider the quote.  Mayor Stauss asked when there were issues.  Mr. Aker stated there 

were issues when it snowed.  Council member DeMers asked if there would be a warranty on the 

work.  Mr. Aker said there would be.  Council member Tweten asked if any drawings were 

prepared.  Mr. Aker stated there wasn’t at this time.  Discussion followed about it the contractor 

would still honor the bid and how others may not have bid because they were too busy or it was 

too late in the year.  Council member Pokrzywinski stated that he would like to see a plan or 

drawing on this project.  Council Vice-President Grassel asked if a drawing could be prepared or 

if the contractor would be able to come to the next meeting and informed the Council about what 

the plan was for this project.  Council President Olstad asked if there was enough time still this 

year to complete the project.  Mr. Aker stated it depended on the weather.  

 

Council member Pokrzywinski asked how this was going to be paid for.  Ms. Nelson stated that 

funds had been set aside specifically for this project.  Council member DeMers commented he 

only asked about warranty because of all of the issues the City has had with the library’s roof.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

9. Special Election Discussion – Mark Olstad 

 

Council President Olstad explained there were questions that needed to be addressed regarding 

the sales tax special election.  He stated the suggestion was to have the election in February so if 

it passed the City would be able to approach the State Legislature with the results from the 

election.  Ms. Nelson stated that if the Council picked an election date of February 9th the latest 

the County could be notified would be November 27th.  Council President Olstad said one of the 

questions that needed to be addressed is what was all going to be included to be paid for by the 

sales tax because that information needs to be included in the resolution that is sent to the 

County.  Council member Tweten commented how there is a sunset provision on the sales tax 

and how some cities use sales tax to help fund their EDAs.  Council Vice-President Grassel 

asked if a list could be compiled and then the Council could go through the list and discuss what 

should be included.  Council President Olstad commented how that was a good idea and how 

there should be enough time to compile the list before the next work session.   

 

Mr. Galstad commented how Ms. Anderson had received information from Bemidji who had 

implemented a sales tax and the City may be able to use similar language.  Council member 

DeMers stated that this is a policy decision, the items should be limited or narrow in scope, and 

if something else is needed the Council should go through the process again.  Council President 

Olstad asked about language and to have samples brought forward to help with the layout of the 

ballot question.  Mr. Murphy stated the League of Minnesota Cities should have many examples 

that he will bring forward at the next work session. 
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10. Other 

 

Ms. Nelson stated she missed including an item for discussion on the agenda and reminded the 

Council how the vote had been postponed for adopting the assessment roll for the reconstruction 

of 17
th

 Street NE.  Mr. Galstad stated he had tried contacting the attorney representing East Forks 

Partnership and would continue to try to contact them and see if there was a possible resolution 

to the objection.  Council member DeMers asked if this should be discussed in a closed session.  

Mr. Galstad stated he was just asking to see if a resolution could be reached and how this was an 

initial discussion.   

 

Council President Olstad stated that the League of Minnesota Cities was holding a regional 

meeting in Crookston on Tuesday, October 20
th

 and that it had been requested to move the 

Council meeting so the entire Council could attend.  He added that he would not be able to attend 

the regional meeting and asked who would like to attend.  Council member Tweten commented 

that it was important to attend this meeting and the City should be represented.  Discussion 

followed about how both Council member Tweten and Mr. Murphy were going to attend the 

regional meeting. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADJOURN THE OCTOBER 13, 2015 WORK 

SESSION OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:45 

P.M. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTE SUMMARY 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL CLOSED MEETING  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015 – Following the Closed Session 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Closed Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for October 13, 2015 was called to 

order by Council President Mark Olstad at 7:52 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: 

Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Ron Galstad, City Attorney, David Murphy, City Administrator; and Megan Nelson, Executive 

Assistant. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present. 

 

1. Closed Session pursuant to MN Statute 13D.05 Sub 3(a) to conduct the job evaluation of 

the City Administrator. 

 

Mr. Galstad stated the purpose of the meeting was for the job evaluation of the City 

Administrator and could be closed according to Minnesota Statute 13D.05 Sub 3(a).  He asked 

Mr. Murphy if he would like to meeting closed.  Mr. Murphy said he would like to meeting to be 

closed. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, TO MOVE INTO A CLOSED SESSION. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, and Pokrzywinski. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

Discussion followed in closed session. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, TO MOVE INTO AN OPEN SESSION. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, and Pokrzywinski. 
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Voting Nay: Grassel. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

The Council had reviewed Mr. Murphy’s job performance on both what he is doing well, areas 

that could be improved, and goals that they have for him to accomplish in 2016. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADJOURN THE OCTOBER 13, 2015 CLOSED 

MEETING THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 8:28 P.M. 

 

 
 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East 
Grand Forks, Minnesota held September 17, 2015 at 5:00 P.M. 
 
Present:   Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Absent:  Loven 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten that the minutes of the 
previous meeting of September 3, 2015 be approved as read. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to authorize the Secretary to 
issue payment of the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of $1,180,249.52. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to approve Change Order #2 
for the 2015 Water Main Replacement project contract with RJ Zavoral in the amount of $2,808.00. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to approve WAPA Contract 
#15-UGPR-135 and execute the same. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to approve WAPA Contract 
#15-UGPR-1035 and execute the same. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to approve WAPA Contract 
#15-UGPR-2035 and execute the same. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to approve WAPA Contract 
#15-UGPR-3035 and execute the same. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to authorize the appropriate 
officials to sign WAPA Contract #15-UGPR-143 when the final version is received and execute the same. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to adjourn to the next regular 
meeting on October 2, 2015 at 5:00 P.M. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
 
         Lori Maloney 
         Sec'y 
 
 

19

mnelson
Typewriter
4



MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
(EDA), CITY COUNCIL AND THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2015 – 4:00 PM 

 
 

Call To Order:  
 
The Special Meeting of the East Grand Forks Economic Development Authority was called 
to order by Vice-President Hecht at 4:00 pm. 
 
Roll Call 
 
EDA Board present at roll: Vice President Shea, Board Members Mike Pokrzywinski, Chad 
Grassel, George Wogaman, Josh Grinde and Ralph Messelt.   
 
Absent: President Hecht  
 
Staff present: Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director; Brenda Ault, Executive 
Assistant 
 
 
Call To Order:  
 
The Special Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council was called to order by Council 
President Mark Olstad at 4:00 pm. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Council Members present at roll: Council President Mark Olstad, City Council Members 
Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig Buckalew, Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, Chad 
Grassel and Marc DeMers. 
 
Absent: Mayor Lynn Stauss 
 
Call To Order:  
 
The Special Meeting of the East Grand Forks Planning Commission was called to order by 
President Mike Powers at 4:00 pm. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Council Members present at roll: President Mike Powers, Planning Commission Members 
Gary Christianson, Niel McWalter, Kevin Marcott, Chad Erickson and Mark DeMers.  
 
Absent: Planning Commission Member Randy Boushey 
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September 29, 2015 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY (EDA), CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION (continued) 
 

Page | 2 

 

 
 
Determination of a Quorum by the Economic Development Authority, City 
Council and the Planning Commission: 
 
EDA Vice President Shea determined a quorum was present for the Economic 
Development Authority.  Council President Mark Olstad determined a quorum was 
present for the City Council. Planning Commission President Mike Powers determined a 
quorum was present for the Planning Commission. 
 

 New Business: 
The Members discussed the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (SWOT) in 
East Grand Forks.  

 
 Adjournment: 
 

A motion was made by City Council member DeMers, seconded by Council member 
Olstad, to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 pm. M/S/P- DeMers, Olstad; unanimous, mc. 

 
A motion was made by Planning Commissioner DeMers, seconded by Commissioner 
Marcott, to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 pm. M/S/P- DeMers, Marcott; unanimous, mc. 

 
A motion was made by Economic Development Authority Board member Pokrzywinski, 
seconded by Board member Wogaman, to adjourn the meeting at 5:30 pm. M/S/P- 
Pokrzywinski, Wogaman; unanimous, mc. 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Brenda Ault 
Executive Assistant 
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Resurrection Cemetery Commission Meeting  

Monday, September 28, 2015 

4:00 p.m. 

City Hall – Conference Room 

 

MINUTES 

 

The East Grand Forks Resurrection Cemetery Commission met Monday, September 28, 2015 at 

City Hall at 4:00 pm.  Secretary Dave Aker called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.m. 

 

Present were:  Commissioner Julie Marek, Commissioner George Wogaman, Alderman Chad 

Grassel and Executive Secretary Dave Aker.  Guests included Phillip Amundson. 

 

Alderman Grassel made a motion to accept the minutes for April 22, 2015, motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Wogaman, motion passed. 

 

Executive Secretary Aker reviewed the financial minutes for April, May, June, July and August 

of 2015.  Commissioner Marek motioned that we accept the financial minutes; Commissioner 

Wogaman seconded the motion and motion passed. 

   

OLD BUSINESS:  

 

Secretary Aker talked about the update on the notes, saying everyone had paid their notice off 

except three people.  There is one that comes past due next month, Aker said they already sent 

them notification of the past due. Delene was the only one we had to take the lot back from, we 

received no respond to our letters telling them they were past due and we were taking back the 

lot. 

 

Saturday burials of cremates were brought up to make sure the funeral homes know there is a 

$100 charge for Saturday’s burials of cremates starting June 1, 2015.  Phil Amundson said he 

knew about the extra charge. 

 

Secretary Aker brought up the cost of the columbarium and how much room we still have in the 

granite columbarium, Chairman Tucker had requested that we see if we can get rid of the marble 

columbarium and move the cremates from the marble to the granite colubarium.  Aker explain the 

cost to put in the columbarium was $15,510.00 and the markers was $5,829.10.  The amount of 

niches sold is 12 companion and 13 singles for a total of $33,700.00 and that means the 

columbarium was netted $12,360.90.  Alderman Grassel asked if we need to get another 

columbarium, Secretary Aker said it wouldn’t be long since they can fill up quickly.  Grassel 

asked if there is any money and Aker said that so far this year we have $40,280 in sales in the 

cemetery.  Grassel asked how come Karla is always saying we are broke, Aker said he didn’t 

know.  The Commission asked if Karla could come to the next meeting and Aker said he would 

check with her. 

  

Review of winter burials for 2015 – 2016, are two grave diggers that would like to dig graves in 

the winter, they are Alan Anderson from Grafton, ND and Dick Delage from Brooks, MN.  Phil 

Amundson said that there was no problem with the diggers.  He asked if they were going to 

continue calling when they needed a grave dug, Secretary Aker said they would. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

Secretary Aker brought up the disinterment for a half grave or cremates.  Aker said there is a 

price for a full disinterment but not one for a half grave or cremates.  The charge for a full 

disinterment is $750.00, he said they had someone ask for a disinterment of a cremates and he 

charged them $375.00 which he would like to get on paper.  Alderman Grassel made a motion 

that we would charge $375.00 for a half lot or a cremates; Commissioner Wogaman second the 

motion.  Phil Amundson asked if we would have our person do the half lot or cremates and hire 

out someone for a full interment.  Aker said that is how he would do it; Motion passed. 

 
Secretary Aker said a big thank to Wayne Gregoire for still wanted to do the flag holders on 

Memorial Day.  Secretary Aker said he and Wayne did the flag holders and would continue to do 

them. 

 

Secretary Aker said the cement slabs were not poured all the way because they needed more dirt 

on Section 8 – 10.  There is dirt now, but they thought it would be a good idea to wait until next 

year.  Alderman Grassel asked if anyone could make those slabs, Aker replied they had to know 

something about concrete before he would hire them.   Secretary Aker also stated they have 

bought Section markers for the upright section and Brian would have them in this fall. 

 

Alderman Grassel made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Commissioner Marek seconded it; 

Motion passed.  Next meeting would be emailed to everyone. 

 

 Meeting was adjourned!   
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Verizon Ordinance 
Amendment Request_Sept 15 Council Meeting.doc  
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: September 15, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner 
 
RE: Amend Wireless Communication Section of the City Code  
 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

Planning Commission recommends approval of the Amendment Request from Verizon Wireless to 
amend the Wireless Communication Ordinance of the City Code with the attached Ordinance with the 
changes in red. 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

The City of East Grand Forks has received requests from Verizon Wireless to build monopole cell 
towers within park/institutional areas of the city that are currently zoning Residential.  At this time, our 
Wireless Communications Ordinance does not allow cell towers within a residential zoning district 
(only antennas on buildings) and does not allow them within a certain distance from sensitive receptors 
(schools, churches, parks, etc.)  Therefore, Verizon’s requests have been denied. 

However, it was noted that our ordinance is dated and could be reviewed if ordinance amendments are 
requested.  As such, Verizon is showing a need for additional wireless service in the residential areas but 
has no ability to serve their customers with a tower in the residential districts.  This is the cause for their 
amendment request.  Their Ordinance amendment proposals match other wireless communication 
ordinances in the area; with the changes making it similar to the West Fargo Ordinance.   

I am attaching the proposed amendments to the Wireless Communications Ordinance for you to discuss 
(the new proposal is in red print).  Verizon Wireless is asking you to consider amending and 
establishing these new regulations in both Chapter 10 – General Performance Standards of the City’s 
Zoning Regulations and XV of the City Code.   
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RESOLUTION NO.  15 – 10 – 106 
 

Council Member ________, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution and 

moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, The City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer with the assistance of the person designated, has calculated 

the proper amount to be specially assessed against every lot, piece and parcel of land, without regard to cash 

valuation, utilities and street foundation improvements described as “2014 Assessment Job No. 1 – Street 

Reconstruction – 17
th
 Street NE”; for a total assessment of $462,584.44; and 

 

WHEREAS, Said calculations known as the proposed assessments were filed with the Administrator/Clerk-

Treasurer on September 1, 2015; and 

 
WHEREAS, On September 16

th
, 23

rd
, and 30th, a published notice will be given in the official newspaper of a special 

assessment hearing to consider the said proposed assessment, and a copy of said published notice was mailed on 

September 14, 2015, to the owner(s) of the tract(s) or parcel(s) of land as provided by law, and the public hearing will be 

held on October 6, 2015 and all objections to said proposed assessment have been considered by the Council, and 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, hereby determines that the 

property in the said proposed assessment is benefited by the improvement and that the amount of said assessment is 

based upon the benefit received, without regard to cash valuation, and that every lot, piece and parcel or parcels of land 

set out therein as assessable and that said proposed assessment has been calculated in accordance with the law, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That said proposed assessments for said improvement be and hereby are adopted 

as the special assessments against the tracts of land stated in the assessment roll in the amount set out therein and 

that this assessment roll be given the descriptive name of “Assessment Roll No. 334 – Street Reconstruction – 17
th
 

Street NE”. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the said assessment shall be payable in equal installments over a period of 

twenty (20) years. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That interest at the rate of 4.5 percent per annum on the entire assessment from the 

date of the resolution levying said assessment to December 31, 2015, and each subsequent installment will be 

payable with one year’s interest at said rate on all unpaid installments, except that no interest will be charged if the 

entire assessment as to any parcel is paid at the office of the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer within 30 days 

from the date of adoption of the assessment roll. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:   
 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed:  October 6, 2015 

Attest: 

 

 _______________________________________   _____________________________________  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 6
th
 day of October, 2015. 

 

  _____________________________________  

 Mayor 
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2014 ASSESSMENT JOB NO. 1

17TH ST NE RECONSTRUCTION

S.P. 119-080-011

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA

17th Street NE

Calculations

Construction $1,014,737.25

Plans & Specifications $126,814.00

Staking & Inspection $87,657.70

Administration $30,442.12

Contingencies $0.00

Assessment roll $10,147.37

TOTAL $1,269,798.44

Federal Aid $807,214.00

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS TO BE 

ASSESSED TO PROPERTY OWNERS $462,584.44

Front Footage's

AUD PLAT OF OUTLOTS 17 THRU 64 765.00

AUD PLAT OF OUTLOTS 65 THRU 94 1,859.20

TOTAL 2,624.20

End Footage's

AUD PLAT OF OUTLOTS 17 THRU 64 589.65

AUD PLAT OF OUTLOTS 65 THRU 94 1,831.86

TOTAL 2,421.51

Front Assessment Rate $134.810423  / front foot

End Assessment Rate $44.936808  / end foot
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2014 ASSESSMENT JOB No. 1

17th ST NE RECONSTRUCTION

S.P. 119-080-011

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA

17th ST NE PAVING TOTAL

FRONT $ FRONT END $ END ASSESSMENT

PARCEL OWNER DESCRIPTION FOOTAGE BENEFIT FOOTAGE BENEFIT BEFORE INTEREST

No. $134.81042 $44.93681

AUD PLAT OF OUTLOTS 17 THRU 64

R 83.02277.00 EAST FORKS LIMITED PARTNERSHIP Lot 17 465.00 $62,686.85 $0.00 $62,686.85

R 83.02278.00 EAST GRAND FORKS CITY

OUTLOTS 18, 33, 50 & 54 & TR IN 

NE COR OF O L 48 300.00 $40,443.13 $0.00 $40,443.13

R 83.02279.00 BTA PROPERTIES, LLC Lot 19 $0.00 189.65 $8,522.27 $8,522.27

R 83.02280.00 SIXTEEN HUNDRED CEN AVE PTNSHP Lot 20 $0.00 100.00 $4,493.68 $4,493.68

R 83.02281.00 SIXTEEN HUNDRED CEN AVE PTNSHP Lot 21 $0.00 5.25 $235.92 $235.92

R 83.02296.00 OLDERBAK LAWRENCE R & JANIE L Lot 36 $0.00 100.00 $4,493.68 $4,493.68

R 83.02297.00 BLOMQUIST KEITH & CAROL M. Lot 37 $0.00 100.00 $4,493.68 $4,493.68

R 83.02298.00 HAGEMAN PAUL D Lot 38 $0.00 94.75 $4,257.76 $4,257.76

SUBTOTAL AUD PLAT OF OUTLOTS 17 THRU 64 765.00 $103,129.98 589.65 $26,496.99 $129,626.97

AUD PLAT OF OUTLOTS 65 THRU 94

R 83.02841.00 RENT-A-HOME Lot 68 $0.00 174.25 $7,830.24 $7,830.24

R 83.02842.00 VERVALEN ROBERT M Lot 69 $0.00 58.75 $2,640.04 $2,640.04

R 83.02843.00 PIERCE INVESTMENT COMPANY Lot 70 $0.00 388.29 $17,448.51 $17,448.51

R 83.02847.00 EAST FORKS LIMITED PARTNERSHIP

SLY 50 FT OF THE ELY 300 FT OF 

OUTLOT 72 & ALL Lot 74 646.88 $87,206.17 621.29 $27,918.79 $115,124.96

R 83.02857.00 EAST GRAND FORKS CITY OUTLOTS 84, 85 & 94 1,212.32 $163,433.36 589.28 $26,480.36 $189,913.72

SUBTOTAL AUD PLAT OF OUTLOTS 65 THRU 94 1,859.20 $250,639.53 1,831.86 $82,317.94 $332,957.47

GRAND TOTAL 2014 AJ No. 1 2,624.20 $353,769.51 2,421.51 $108,814.93 $462,584.44
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RESOLUTION NO.  15 – 10 - 108 
 

 

 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution and moved 

its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, The City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer with the assistance of the person designated, has calculated 

the proper amount to be specially assessed against every lot, piece and parcel of land, without regard to cash 

valuation, utilities and street foundation improvements described as “2015 Assessment Job No. 3 – Street 

Improvements”; and 

 

WHEREAS, Said calculations known as the proposed assessments were filed with the Administrator/Clerk-

Treasurer on October 20th, 2015; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST GRAND FORKS, 

MINNESOTA: 

 

1. A hearing shall be held at 5:00pm or as soon as possible thereafter on November 10, 2015 in the 

City Hall Council Chambers located at 600 Demers Ave to pass upon such proposed assessments.  

All persons owning property affected by such improvement will be given an opportunity to be 

heard with reference to such assessment. 

 

2. The City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer is hereby directed to cause a notice of the hearing on the 

proposed assessment to be published once in the official newspaper at least two weeks prior to the 

hearing, and he shall stated in the notice the total cost of the improvement.  He shall also cause 

mailed notice to be given to the owner of each parcel described in the assessment roll not less than 

two weeks prior to the hearing. 

 
 

Voting Aye:    

Voting Nay:  

Absent:   
 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed:  October 20, 2015 

Attest: 

 

 _______________________________________   _____________________________________  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 20
th
 day of October, 2015. 

 

  _____________________________________  

 Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\RCA-Polk County 
Mutual Aid Agreement 2015 Final.docx 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: October 9, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Fire Chief Gary Larson   
 
RE: Polk County Mutual Aid Agreement  
 

 
 
The Polk County Mutual Aid Agreement is in the packet for your review. This is the final draft, and has 
been approved by all the cities with Fire Departments in Polk County. 
 
A change has been made to the final paragraph to change the total hour without charging down to 12 
hours instead of 48 hours. I think this is better and gives time for the Requesting Party to contact the 
insurance company to see if time and equipment can be reimbursed. 
 
As Ron Galstad stated, we are responsible for  claims caused by other Fire Departments. I discussed this 
with other departments and the League of MN  Cities and they feel that is the best way to get mutual aid 
because it cannot cause expense to the Responding Department. 
 
It would be my recommendation to accept the Polk County Mutual Aid Agreement. Although we do not 
use it often, if we had a big incident it would provide a bigger and better response for our citizens. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Gary Larson 
East Grand Forks Fire Chief 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\October 20 Pool 
Change Order 2.docx 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: October 20, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  City Administrator David Murphy 
 
RE: Pool Project Change Order No. 2. 
 

 
Background 
 
There was an arithmetic error on the previous listing for change order no. 2 that has been corrected.  The 
correct amount is listed below.  The previous amount was approximately $1,000 low. 
 
Budget Impact 
 
$36,688.00.  The base bid contingency amount was $130,800.00.  Change order No. 1 was for 
$30,092.00.  This resulting impact is: 
 
Original Contingency Amount   $130,080.00 
Change Order No. 1    ($30,092.00) 
Change Order No. 2    ($36,688.00) 
 
Remaining Contingency Amount     $63,300.00 
 
Action Required 
 
Approval of Change Order No. 2. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  15 - 10 – 113 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NO. 2 FOR 

2015 POOL RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT  

 

Council Member, supported by Council Member, introduced the following resolution and moved 

its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Pool Reconstruction Project was let and set for the majority of construction to 

be completed in 2015, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Pool Project Budget included roughly $130,000 for contingencies, and 

 

WHEREAS, several items were discovered during construction that were not included in the original 

budget, 

 

WHEREAS, Change Order No. 2 includes the following items: 

 

G10 two new diving boards. $25,929.00 

 

G11 electrical items replacing existing switches and receptacles that were called out to be left in 

service.    $1,433.00 

 

G13 adding sloped tops to the new metal lockers which will keep debris off of the tops.  

$2,865.00 

 

G14 adding two Fish spray water features to the Wading Pool.     $4,651.00 

 

G15 adding 18 lockers for the lifeguards and staff.  The existing lockers were intended to be 

reused but proved to be in poor condition.   $1,877.00 

 

G16 adding concrete deck and fence to the area just south of the filter area (north east of the 

Wading Pool. No cost change for the fence.  This eliminates an area that will be tough to mow 

and increases the deck space adjacent to the Wading pool.    $1,866.00 

 

G17 credit for reducing the amount of fence and gates at the Concession Area   ($-3,129.00) 

 

G18  credit for using the Ascent Climbing Wall, 3 panels wide and 2 panels high. We needed to 

substitute a 2 panel wall instead of the 3 panel high unit we originally specified. We did not have 

enough water depth for the 3 panel unit.    ($-1,745.00) 

 

G19   removing existing sidewalks at the north and east sides of the Pump House that are in need 

of replacement. $2,941.00 

 

 

Total $36,688.00.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota, approves the request for Change Order No. 2.        
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Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: October 20
th

, 2015 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 20
th

 day of October, 2015. 

 

____________________________________ 

 Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  15 – 10 - 114 

 
 

Council Member ________, supported by Council Member ________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in 

check number 22652 for a total of $744.17. 

 

WHEREAS, Craig Buckalew, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases 

were made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are 

confirmed and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such 

claim on the filing of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 

471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $744.17 paid for such goods is as low as, or lower 

than, the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the purchase was 

made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on October 20, 2015. 

 

Voting Aye:   

Voting Nay:    

Absent:   

   

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: October 20, 2015 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 20
th

 day of October, 2015. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Craig Buckalew, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 3
rd

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The City of East Grand Forks check number 22652 for a total of $744.17. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on October 20, 2015. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or 

lower than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the 

claim is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 

 

 Dated: _______________________  

 

 

  _______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 
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