
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Midcontinent Franchise Agreement – David Murphy 

 

2. Pool Change Order – Mark Bohlman 

 

3. Northview Addition Discussion – Nancy Ellis 

 

4. 2015 Assessment Job No. 1, Point of Woods 6
th

 Addition – Steve Emery 

 

5. Update on Engineering Contract – David Murphy 

 

6. Property Tax Abatement Request – Paul Gorte 

 

7. Update on Mutual Aid Agreement – Gary Larson 

 

8. Civic Center Roof Repairs – Dave Aker 

 

9. Special Election Discussion – Mark Olstad 

 

10. Other 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

 

See next page for the Closed Meetings Agendas 
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AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL CLOSED MEETING  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015 – Following the Work Session 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Closed Session pursuant to MN Statute 13D.05 Sub 3(b) for attorney-client privilege to 

discuss settlement negotiations. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

 

AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL CLOSED MEETING  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015 – Following the Closed Session 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Closed Session pursuant to MN Statute 13D.05 Sub 3(a) to conduct the job evaluation of 

the City Administrator. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Regular Council Meeting – October 20, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – October 27, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – November 3, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – November 10, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\October 13 
Midcontinent Contract.docx 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: October 13, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  City Administrator David Murphy 
 
RE: Midcontinent Franchise Agreement. 
 

 
Background 
 
The City Attorney and staff were tasked with finalizing the language for the Franchise Agreement 
Renewal with Midcontinent.  City Attorney Galstad, Council Members Pokrzywinski, DeMers, IT 
Coordinator Thompson and City Administrator Murphy engaged in a conference call with 
Midcontinent Representatives on October 9th. 
 
Pat Mastel and Dan Nelson have indicated that they will be attending the meeting to answer any further 
questions the Council may have. 
 
Budget Impact 
 
Undetermined at this time. 
 
Action Required 
 
Discussion and Direction.. 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Preliminary plat 
approval for Northview First Addition.doc 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: September 10, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner 
 
RE: Preliminary Plat approval for Northview First Addition 
 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Planning Commission recommends preliminary approval of Northview First Addition with the 
following comments:  

Increase Road R-O-W to 80’ by having 20’ of the R-O-W on the City’s drainway property.  This 
approval is contingent on approvals from the City Engineer and Water and Light Superintendent that 
the utilities can be placed in this 20’ without compromising the utilities or the drainway. 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

APPLICANTS/PROPERTY OWNERS: Dakota Commercial   

REQUESTED ACTION: Applicant is requesting preliminary approval of the plat named Northview 
First Addition to the City of East Grand Forks.  They would like to plat this 3.83 acre piece north of 23rd 
St NW (recently annexed) to build an apartment building. 

SITE ZONING/LAND USE: R-3 Multi-family Residential is the newly established zoning. 

SURROUNDING ZONING/LAND USE:  

North: UER, unplatted land owned by Johnsons and drainway 
West:  Outside of City Limits (Wavra property) and PUD and R-1, Water’s Edge Additions 
South: R-1, single family residential housing 
East:  UER, unplatted land owned by Johnsons 
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September 15, 2015  Request for Council Action 

2 

 
LOCATION: The parcel is located just east of 3rd Ave NW, north of 23rd St NW 

 

 

COMMENTS 

The City of East Grand Forks has received an application from Dakota Commercial to plat 3.83 acres of 
the new 40 acre annexation to build an apartment building with parking.  This plat must be reviewed for 
utility and access easements, as well as, R-O-W for future road construction as it does not currently 
meet our subdivision standards.  The City Utility Group is meeting with the developer’s engineer/staff to 
discuss the potential easements, ROW and review the site plan.  A draft site plan for the build out of the 
3.83 acres will be handed out at the meeting.   

There are concerns from the developer that it will not be able to construct the entire road shown on the 
plat in the first three years, as required in the development agreement.  This agreement does allow for the 
site plan/drawing of the plat to be separated into stages. The construction of the road segments, 
therefore, will be negotiated and can be built in stages. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends preliminary approval of Northview First Addition with the following comments: 

1) Increase Road R-O-W to 80’ 
2) A development agreement must be signed and recorded before the plat is recorded. 
3) Submit a digital file to planning office. 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 
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Request for Council Action 

 

 
Date: October 20, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council 

Vice President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director 
 
RE: Valley Golf Property Tax Abatement Request 

 

Valley Golf is requesting a 10-year abatement of the City property taxes.  Please below the request 

from Dan Filipi, Treasurer. 

 
From: dfilipi@americanfederal.net [mailto:dfilipi@americanfederal.net]  
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2015 7:48 AM 

To: Paul Gorte 

Subject: Re: Abatement of Property Taxes - Valley Golf 

 
Ok.  Please consider this the submission of our official request for a Real Estate Tax Abatement from the 
City of East Grand Forks' portion of Valley Golf's taxes for the next 10 years. 
 
Dan Filipi 
Ag/Business Banker 
American Federal Bank 
East Grand Forks, MN 56721 
218-773-4718 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: October 9, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Fire Chief Gary Larson   
 
RE: Polk County Mutual Aid Agreement  
 

 
 
The Polk County Mutual Aid Agreement is in the packet for your review. This is the final draft, and has 
been approved by all the cities with Fire Departments in Polk County. 
 
A change has been made to the final paragraph to change the total hour without charging down to 12 
hours instead of 48 hours. I think this is better and gives time for the Requesting Party to contact the 
insurance company to see if time and equipment can be reimbursed. 
 
As Ron Galstad stated, we are responsible for  claims caused by other Fire Departments. I discussed this 
with other departments and the League of MN  Cities and they feel that is the best way to get mutual aid 
because it cannot cause expense to the Responding Department. 
 
It would be my recommendation to accept the Polk County Mutual Aid Agreement. Although we do not 
use it often, if we had a big incident it would provide a bigger and better response for our citizens. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Gary Larson 
East Grand Forks Fire Chief 
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C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Civic_roof.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date:   September 17, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Council Mark  Olstad, Vice 

President  Chad Grassel,  Council Members: Craig Buckalew, Marc DeMers, Mike Pokrzywinski, 
Henry Tweten and Clarence Vetter. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Dave Aker 
 
RE: Civic Center roof 
 

 
 
Background:  
 
To get the roof done this year we are currently waiting for one more bid to come in, we have a bid from 
GW and Sons.  I’m waiting for Structures Inc. to provide the other bid.  They have to check with the 
manufacture to get their price for the materials. 
 
Recommendation:  If we have two bids by Tuesday, go with the lower bid. 
    
Enclosures:  Will hand out the prices if I have them both. 
 
Bids will be accepted until Friday, October 9th and if there are two bids the information will be handed 
out at the meeting.   
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