
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Feasibility Study for Riverview 10
th

 Addition – Steve Emery 

 

2. Remote Control Flight Field – Tom Stennes 

 

3. Results from Idea Circle for Staffing – Idea Circle Staff 

 

4. 2014 AFG Equipment Grant – Gary Larson 

 

5. Civic Center Roof Repairs – Dave Aker 

 

6. Seasonal Employee Pay Scale – Dave Aker 

 

7. Landscape Incentive – Paul Gorte 

 

8. MIF Loan Interest Rate Policy -  Paul Gorte 

 

9. Request for Equipment Operator – Jason Stordahl 

 

10. Information on Property by Lagoons – Jason Stordahl 

 

11. Dept of Natural Resources Contract – David Murphy 

 

12. 2016 Budget Discussion – David Murphy 

 

13. Other 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

 

See next page for Special Meeting Agenda 
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AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2015 – 5:00 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-104 approving the 2015 tax levy collectable in 

2016 for a total amount of $3,837,287 and set the Public Budget Meeting for December 

1, 2015 at 7:00pm with a continuance hearing December 15, 2015 at 7:00pm if necessary. 

 

2. Consider authorizing payment to TF Powers Construction for work done on the pool 

project in the amount of $142,200. 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Regular Council Meeting – October 6, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – October 13, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – October 20, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – October 27, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 
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Grant Auto EX.docx 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date:  
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Fire Chief Gary Larson 
 
RE: 2014 AFG Equipment Grant  
 

 
 
We were notified this week that we have been awarded the Aid to Firefighter Grant (AFG) from FEMA. 
We applied for this grant earlier this year to get auto extrication equipment for the Fire Dept. The grant 
would get a new cutter, spreader, and ram for auto extrication which are battery operated. It also 
includes Air Bags for lifting and a K-12 saw that can cut through metal post on cars, and metal, or cement 
if needed. Some of this equipment we do not have, and some will be put in service to equip trucks at 
Station 2. As our call volume increases we have had many instances where we have 2 or three call going 
on at a time. 
 
The grant is for the amount of $45805.00 with our share of the grant at 5 cents on the dollar. This would 
put our share at $2300. Since dollars are tight the Fire Dept will attempt to pay the share out of our 
budget. 
 
It would be my recommendation to accept the 2014 AFG grant from FEMA. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Gary Larson 
Fire Chief 
East Grand Forks, MN 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date:   September 17, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Council Mark  Olstad, Vice 

President  Chad Grassel,  Council Members: Craig Buckalew, Marc DeMers, Mike Pokozinski, 
Henry Tweten and Clarence Vetter. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Dave Aker 
 
RE: Civic Center roof 
 

 
 
Background:  
 
To get the roof done this year we are currently waiting for one more bid to come in, we have a bid from 
GW and Sons.  I’m waiting for Structures Inc. to provide the other bid.  They have to check with the 
manufacture to get their price for the materials. 
 
Recommendation:  If we have two bids by Tuesday, go with the lower bid. 
    
Enclosures:  Will hand out the prices if I have them both. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date:   September 15, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Council Mark  Olstad, Vice 

President  Chad Grassel,  Council Members: Craig Buckalew, Marc DeMers, Mike Pokozinski, 
Henry Tweten and Clarence Vetter. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Dave Aker 
 
RE: Wages for 2015-2016 
 

 
 
Background:  
 
On August 1, 2015 the minimum wage went up to $9.00 per hour.   I cut out the 15 grades and made 13 
grades. The only two different would be steps 1 and 2, I also put in the hockey referees pay schedule. 
 The positions that are hired where cleaned up so you know what they are getting paid. 
 
Recommendation:  My recommendation is to accept the pay schedule for workers. 
    
Enclosures:  The pay schedule. 
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STEP

GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 $9.00 $9.25 $9.50 $9.75 $10.00 X X

2 $9.00 $9.25 $9.50 $9.75 $10.00 $10.50 $11.00

3 $9.39 $9.77 $10.16 $10.57 $10.99 $11.43 $11.89

4 $9.91 $10.31 $10.72 $11.15 $11.59 $12.06 $12.54

5 $10.46 $10.87 $11.31 $11.76 $12.23 $12.72 $13.23

6 $11.03 $11.47 $11.93 $12.41 $12.90 $13.42 $13.96

7 $11.64 $12.10 $12.59 $13.09 $13.61 $14.16 $14.73

8 $12.28 $12.77 $13.28 $13.81 $14.36 $14.94 $15.53

9 $12.95 $13.47 $14.01 $14.57 $15.15 $15.76 $16.39

10 $13.67 $14.21 $14.78 $15.37 $15.99 $16.63 $17.29

11 $14.42 $14.99 $15.59 $16.22 $16.87 $17.54 $18.24

12 $15.21 $15.82 $16.45 $17.11 $17.79 $18.50 $19.25

13 $20.41 $21.23 $22.07 $22.96 $23.88 $24.83 $25.82

Position Grade

Squirts/10U $30.00 Coach I 1

Pee Wee/12U $35.00 Coach 2 2 Bus Drivers 6

Bantam/14U $40.00 Coordinator 6 Lifeguards 3

Figure Skate Inst. 2 Pool Manager 6

Ice Guard 1

Operators 4

Outdoor Rink Atten 1

Supervisor 5

MN Min wage 8/1/2015 Sweeper 1

Rec Skating Tickets 1

Mowers 4

CmpGrnd Worker 6

CmpGrnd Security 6

CmpGrnd Front Desk 10

CmpGrnd Manager 13
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: October 6, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council 

Vice President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director 
 
RE: Landscaping Incentive Policy  
 

 
The EDA and its Loan Committee reviewed the Landscaping Incentive Policy for new homes.  

Recently some subsequent purchasers have requested access to the landscaping funds because the 

original homebuyer of a new home did not use the funds or landscape the property.  The purpose of 

the program is to beautify by landscaping.  Therefore, The EDA decided that it would be 

appropriate to revise the program to achieve its mission.  The attached policy reflects the desired 

changes.  In summary, they are as follows: 

 

 Use by a subsequent owner if the original owner did not fully use the program. 

 Available during the first 10 years after issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy. 

 

The program is otherwise unchanged. 

 

The EDA approved this policy at its September 1, 2015, meeting. 

 

Recommendation:  Approval of a motion to accept and ratify the revised Landscaping Incentive 

Policy.   
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LANDSCAPING INCENTIVE POLICY 
September 2015 

 
Amount of Incentive 

 Up to $500 reimbursed expenditures 
 
Who’s Eligible 

 Buyers/homeowners of newly constructed homes eligible for the East Grand Forks New 
Construction Opportunities Program 

 May be subsequent purchaser if original owner did not use Incentive 
 
What’s Eligible? 

 All varieties of trees and shrubs used in residential landscaping 
 
How It Works 

 Available at any time during first 10 years after issuance of original Certificate of Occupancy 

 Buyer/homeowner purchases trees and/or shrubs from local vendor and submits receipts to 
East Grand Forks Economic Development Office for reimbursement 

 After review to determine eligibility, the cost up to $500, excluding sales tax, will be reimbursed 
 
Note (Labor) 

 Costs associated with labor will not be reimbursed, including physical or mechanical labor, such 
as tree spades 

 
 
If you have questions, please call the EDA at 218/773-8939. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: October 6, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Mark Olstad, Council 

Vice President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director 
 
RE: MIF Loan Interest Rate Policy  
 

 
The EDA and its Loan Committee reviewed the interest rate policy for MIF loans.  The loan 

portfolio has different rates for different businesses, depending upon the type of economic activity.  

Upon the recommendation of the Loan Committee, the EDA decided to clarify its policy for loan 

rates applicable for MIF loans, depending upon the economic activity of the borrower.  A primary 

manufacturing business will have a loan rate of 1% per annum.  A business which combines 

manufacturing and retail operations and serves a regional market will have an interest rate of 2.5% 

per annum.  All other borrowers will have an interest rate of 4% per annum. 

 

The EDA approved this policy at its September 1, 2015, meeting. 

 

Recommendation:  Approval of a motion to accept and ratify the MIF Loan Interest Rate Policy.   
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 9/17/2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl-Public Works Director 
 
RE: Equipment Operator  
 

 
 
Background:  In prior Work Sessions we have discussed staffing plans for the Public Works 
Department.  Now that we have hired from within a “Lead Equipment Operator” we need to fill the 
vacancy of an “Equipment Operator”.  Previous practice when filling an “Equipment Operator” position 
has been to promote from within, and in most cases a “Truck Driver” has been promoted to an 
“Equipment Operator”.  If Council so chooses to hire an “equipment operator “ it will not be an added 
position, it will be filling a vacancy from within.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Administrator to advertise internally for the position of “Public 
Works Equipment Operator”. 
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Memo to City Council 
 
 
Date: 9/16/2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl-Public Works Director 
 
RE: Lagoon Land 
 

 
 
I’m sure that you are all aware that the City owns two pieces of land near our wastewater lagoons (see 
attached map), one just north of the lagoons and one east of the lagoons.  The land to the north is 
cropped, and the land to the east is fallow.  The City Administrator and I discussed options for managing 
the land in future years. 
 
The land to the north has very poor drainage and without spending money to have the land properly 
ditch may not be suitable for agriculture.  The land to the east of the lagoons has been used as a 
dumpsite/debris pile throughout the years, and there are bricks and concrete chunks littered 
throughout.  So we came to the conclusion that the best option at this point would be to plant the area 
into native grasses, and once the wastewater ponds are decommissioned reassess.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 15 – 09 - 104 

 
Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, By the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, that the 

proposed property tax levy collectible in year 2016 upon the taxable property within the said 

City, in accordance with truth-in-taxation and levy limit regulations, be set as follows: 

 

  General Operations    $ 3,647,068 

 

                        General, Unallotment Special Levy                                            0 

   

  Certificates of Indebtedness         117,600 

  

  Improvement Bonds 2007A           21,704  

 

  PERA-Employer Share Increase          50,915 

 

  TOTAL  LEVY     $3,837,287 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer will certify said 

proposed tax levy to the County Auditor of Polk County. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the meeting to discuss, allow citizen input and possibly 

adopt the final budget will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 1, 2015, with a final 

hearing, if necessary, on Tuesday, December 15, 2015, at the same time.   

 

Voting Aye:    

Voting Nay:     

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 

        Passed: September 22, 2015 

Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________  ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of the Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 22
nd

 day of September, 2015. 

 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor  
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Accounts Payable

Printed: 9/17/2015 -  3:59 PM

mnelsonUser:

Check Register Totals Only

Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 142,200.00  0TF Powers ConstructionTFP00109/22/2015 22465

Check Total:  142,200.00

AP-Check Register Totals Only (09/17/2015 -  3:59 PM) Page 1
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