
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2015 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota 

City Council of September 1, 2015. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of September 8, 2015. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  NONE 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND 

COMMISSIONS:   

 

3. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for August 20, 

2015. 

 

4. Regular meeting minutes of the Planning Commission for June 25, 2015. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

 

5. Acknowledgement of the retirement of Deb Hadden after 35 years of service. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   NONE 
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NEW BUSINESS:   

 

6. Consider approving the application for an Exempt Gambling Permit for a raffle and paddlewheel 

for the Red River Lions Club to be held on November 12, 2015 at the American Legion located at 

1009 Central Ave NW East Grand Forks, MN 56721 and waive the 30 day waiting period. 

 

7. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-100 authorizing the request for $5.3 million for the waste 

water interconnect to be included in the 2016 State Bonding Bill. 

 

8. Consider authorizing the City Engineers to prepare a report of feasibility for the proposed 2016 

street repairs which will be prepared at no cost to the City. 

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-101 appointing Randy Olson to the Lead Equipment 

Operator at a salary of $24.01 per hour. 

 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-102 appointing Dillon Nelson to the Lead Wastewater 

Operator at a salary of $27.02 per hour. 

 

11. Consider approving the amendment to the Wireless Communication Ordinance of the City Code 

(1
st
 Reading). 

 

12. Consider approving the preliminary addition of Northview 1
st
 Addition contingent upon the road 

right-of-way being increased, a development agreement is signed and recorded, and a digital file is 

submitted to the Community Development Office.   

 

13. Consider approving the final plat for the MGI Grain Resubdivision contingent upon a digital file 

being submitted to the Community Development Office and the recording of the easement vacation 

on both the plat and separate document. 

  

CLAIMS: 

 

14. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-103 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 22403 for a total of 

$354.96 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

15. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended 

bills and payroll. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

 

ADJOURN: 
 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Work Session – September 22, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – October 6, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – October 13, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – October 20, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for September 1, 2015 was called to order 

by Council President Mark Olstad at 5:01 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss(5:04pm), Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad Grassel, Council 

Members Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig Buckalew, Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Dan Boyce, 

Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve Emery, City Engineer; Ron Galstad, City 

Attorney; Paul Gorte, EDA Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library 

Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan 

Nelson, Executive Assistant;  and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director.  

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 

SWEARING IN OF OFFICER TYLER HAJICEK: 

 

Chief Hedlund introduced Officer Hajicek to the Council, commented how he will be a second 

generation police officer for the department and with this addition to the police department they will be 

fully staffed once everyone completes their training.  Chief Hedlund swore in Officer Hajicek. 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota 

City Council of August 18, 2015. 
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2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of August 25, 2015. 

 

3. Consider approving the minutes of the “Special Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of August 25, 2015. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) THROUGH THREE (3). 
 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

4. Consider approving the request to declare the list of vehicles as surplus and to be sold at auction. 

 

5. Consider approving the special event application to the Grand Forks Run for Fun LLC for the Wild 

Hog Half Marathon taking place on September 26, 2015 from 8:00am until 11:00pm. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI TO APPROVE ITEMS FOUR (4) AND FIVE (5). 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND 

COMMISSIONS:   

 

6. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for August 6, 

2015. 

 

7. Regular meeting minutes of the Economic Development Authority Board for July 21, 2015. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 
 

OLD BUSINESS:    

 

8. Consider adopting Ordinance No. 15
 
4

th
 Series annexing Southeast Quarter of the Southeast 

Quarter (SE1/4SE1/4), Section Twenty-Six (26), Township One Hundred Fifty-Two (152) North, 

Range Fifty (50) West Of The Fifth Principal Meridian, Polk County, Minnesota (2nd Reading). 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 15
 

4
TH

 SERIES ANNEXING 

SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER (SE1/4SE1/4), SECTION 

TWENTY-SIX (26), TOWNSHIP ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-TWO (152) NORTH, RANGE 

FIFTY (50) WEST OF THE FIFTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, POLK COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

(2ND READING). 
 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-93 formally accepting the NV & Me Program Grant in the 

amount of $1800 for DARE Program supplies and training. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-09-93 FORMALLY ACCEPTING 

THE NV & ME PROGRAM GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1800 FOR DARE PROGRAM 

SUPPLIES AND TRAINING. 
 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-94 setting the final public hearing for 2014 Assessment 

Job No. 1 – Reconstruction of 17
th

 Street NE for October 6, 2015.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-09-94 SETTING THE 

FINAL PUBLIC HEARING FOR 2014 ASSESSMENT JOB NO. 1 – RECONSTRUCTION OF 

17
TH

 STREET NE FOR OCTOBER 6, 2015. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-95 accepting and awarding the bid for 2014 City Project 

No. 3 – Lift Station No. 5 Replacement to Industrial Contract Services for the amount of 

$2,272,827. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-09-95 ACCEPTING 

AND AWARDING THE BID FOR 2014 CITY PROJECT NO. 3 – LIFT STATION NO. 5 

REPLACEMENT TO INDUSTRIAL CONTRACT SERVICES FOR THE AMOUNT OF 

$2,272,827. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 
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Abstain: DeMers. 

 

12. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-96 accepting and awarding the bid for 2015 City Project 

No. 5 – Campground Improvements to R.J. Zavoral & Sons for the amount of $209,941.85. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-09-96 ACCEPTING AND 

AWARDING THE BID FOR 2015 CITY PROJECT NO. 5 – CAMPGROUND 

IMPROVEMENTS TO R.J. ZAVORAL & SONS FOR THE AMOUNT OF $209,941.85. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Abstain: DeMers. 

 

13. Consider adopting Resolution 15-09-97 authorizing the reduction of the combined sewage bill from 

June and July for the Fairfield Inn by $3,000. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 15-09-97 AUTHORIZING THE 

REDUCTION OF THE COMBINED SEWAGE BILL FROM JUNE AND JULY FOR THE 

FAIRFIELD INN BY $3,000. 
 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

14. Consider approving the license agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and Riverwalk 

Enterprises LLC for the use of city owned property as a drive thru exit. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE THE LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND RIVERWALK ENTERPRISES LLC FOR THE 

USE OF CITY OWNED PROPERTY AS A DRIVE THRU EXIT. 

 

Council member Buckalew commented how this had changed from an easement agreement to a license 

agreement and asked Mr. Galstad if he had reviewed this agreement with Mr. Moore.  Mr. Galstad 

explained that he had reviewed this document with Mr. Moore, how it made more sense to move 

forward with a license agreement, all of the concerns were addressed in the agreement, and that this 

document had also been sent to Mr. Moore’s attorney for review.  Mr. Moore stated he did not have 

any issues with the agreement. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

15. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-99 approving and authorizing curb and gutter repairs to 

4
th

 Street NW not to exceed $10,000. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-09-99 APPROVING AND 

AUTHORIZING CURB AND GUTTER REPAIRS TO 4
TH

 STREET NW NOT TO EXCEED 

$10,000. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

16. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-09-98 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 22301 for a total of 

$336.31 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-09-98 AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM HARDWARE HANK THE 

GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 22301 FOR A TOTAL OF $336.31 

WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, and Pokrzywinski. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

17. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended 

bills and payroll. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-

TREASURER TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Vetter wished the participants of the mud run good luck. 

 

Council Member Buckalew commented how it was a great thing to see a son follow in his father’s 

footsteps, how it was a great testament to his father, and the police department will benefit from this. 

 

Council Member Tweten stated he joined in on Council member Buckalew’s comments and how the 

police department has done an excellent job for the community. 

 

Mr. Murphy informed the Council the Senate bonding committee will be in town on September 30
th

 at 
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Northland College and that they will want to see a presentation. 

 

ADJOURN: 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADJOURN THE SEPTEMBER 1, 2015 COUNCIL MEETING 

OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:14 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Tweten, Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for September 8, 2015 was called to 

order by Council President Mark Olstad at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: 

Mayor Lynn Stauss(5:03pm), Council President Mark Olstad, Council Vice-President Chad 

Grassel, Council Members Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig Buckalew, Henry Tweten, 

and Marc DeMers. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Brad Bail, 

City Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Steve Emery, 

City Engineer; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Paul Gorte, EDA Director; Mike Hedlund, Police 

Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City 

Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  and Jason Stordahl, Public 

Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present. 

 

1. Request Regarding People Mover from American Legion – Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Mike Peterson informed the Council the American Legion was interested in purchasing a 

people mover bus that could hold approximately 20 to 30 people.  He explained the primary use 

of the bus would be for transporting the American Legion Baseball Team but when they were not 

using it others would be able to.  He said if this bus was purchased the Legion was asking if the 

City would then maintain the bus, store it, and insure it.  He stated if the City would help with 

the regular maintenance the Legion would pay for any major repairs.  Council Vice-President 

Grassel asked how much maintenance costs and insurance would be.  Discussion followed about 

how cost estimates could be determined, how there currently is not room inside the park shop for 

storing another bus, and how the Legion Team had used charter services for some of their trips.   

 

Mr. Galstad stated his concern about if the City’s insurance not covering a people mover owned 

by the Legion and how an agreement would have to be drafted for the use and maintenance of 

the bus.  Council member Buckalew asked if the Legion team had used the one of the City buses 

before and if there was ever a time the City was not able to accommodate.  Mr. Peterson stated 

they had used the buses before and explained that storage space is needed so a larger bus is what 
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they were looking at purchasing.  Discussion followed about how old the bus could be, how 

much regular maintenance may cost, how the American Legion would pay for all of the major 

repairs, and who would receive the revenue if it was rented.  Council Vice-President Grassel told 

Mr. Peterson to meet up with Mr. Aker, figure out what is needed and possible costs, and bring 

the information back to a work session.  Council member DeMers asked them to also set priority 

of reserving the bus.  Council member Vetter asked to see where the current buses are being 

used.     

 

2. Request from Sacred Heart – Len Vonasek 

 

Mr. Vonasek informed the Council that Sacred Heart had questions on some City owned lots 

along 4
th

 Street.  He explained how Sacred Heart is land locked, has interest in those lots, and 

asked what the City’s intention was with those lots.  Mayor Stauss stated that parking lot was 

originally put in for Cabela’s employees but it is not used very much.  Council member DeMers 

asked what those lots were zoned as.  Ms. Ellis stated they were zoned C-2.  Mayor Stauss asked 

what the plan was for the property.  Mr. Vonasek said nothing had been decided and they were 

still looking at different possibilities.  Discussion followed about how Sacred Heart had 

purchased other properties on the same block, how they were considering adding on an 

elementary school, and what may become of the parking lot.   

 

Council President Olstad asked Mr. Vonasek what he was asking for.  Mr. Vonasek said he 

wanted to inform the Council that Sacred Heart is interested in those lots and if the City is 

willing to sell them what they would like to sell them for.  Council member Buckalew asked if 

the parking lot was used much.  Council member Pokrzywinski stated that it wasn’t.  Council 

President Olstad stated that the Council will have a discussion about lot prices and asked that the 

time frame was.  Mr. Vonasek stated currently there wasn’t a time frame set.  Council member 

DeMers asked to have the Council look at all of the City lots that are available.  Ms. Ellis stated 

an inventory list had been put together but the Council needed to determine how they would like 

to sell them. 

 

3. Feasibility Study for Riverview 10
th

 Addition – Steve Emery 

 

Mr. Emery informed the Council that the Riverview 10
th

 Addition was developed using a 

developer’s agreement which states paving needed to be completed within three years of the 

development being started.  He stated the gravel would be removed which couldn’t be reassessed 

so the total amount that would be assessed on this project would be around $395,600.  Council 

Vice-President Grassel asked if this estimate was based on current prices.  Mr. Emery stated it 

was based off of the Point of Woods 5
th

 Paving project.  Council member Tweten asked to have 

this tabled until item nine was discussed.  Ms. Ellis stated that since a developer’s agreement was 

used and as long as the amount was reasonable they wouldn’t have the right to protest.  She then 

explained sidewalks are required and that there is a concern they won’t be put in.  Discussion 

followed about how sidewalks are required by City policy and if the sidewalks should be put in 

at the same time as the paving is done and be included in the assessment roll.  Council member 

Pokrzywinski stated the City should either adhere to the policy or get rid of it.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 
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4. Report of Feasibility – Jason Stordahl 

 

Mr. Stordahl stated that he along with the City Engineers had started preparing a long range plan 

of street improvements.  He explained this was year one and now they were beginning to look at 

2016.  He asked to move to the next step and have WSN start preparing the feasibility study for 

2016 street improvements.  Council member DeMers asked what the purpose was of breaking 

this up into thirds.  Mr. Stordahl stated it was typically done ever seven years but they have also 

been doing other kinds of maintenance which may give the streets a longer life.  Discussion 

followed about how long the street projects would be assessed and how there weren’t other street 

improvement projects planned after the three year plan in the areas that were improved.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.  

 

5. Update on Bygland Road Study & Land Use Plan – Teri Kouba 

 

Ms. Kouba reminded the Council that the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) had been 

working on the Bygland Road Study as well as the Land Use Plan.  She stated how a plan had 

been developed with implementation, near, mid, and long-term plans.  She said how currently the 

implementation plan was to begin stripping next year and how the cost estimates were included 

with the information.  She added how costs could fluctuate due to what paint was used in this 

process.  Ms. Kouba continued by saying how this stripping would allow for bike lanes and that 

some parking would be taken away in some areas along Bygland.  She said that people attending 

the public forums did not indicate either way if they would like to retain the parking or if they 

were okay with losing that parking.   

 

Ms. Kouba informed the Council they were looking at ways to try and improve some of the 

intersections along Bygland Road.  She said that after looking at different options the MPO is 

making the suggestion to install round-a-bouts.  She explained that this will keep track flowing 

instead of coming to complete stops at stop signs or a traffic light and added the drawings for the 

round-a-bouts were included in the packet.  Ms. Kouba continued on by briefly speaking about 

the Land Use Plan and informing the Council there was an open house for the Bygland Road 

Study on September 23
rd

 and for the Land Use Plan on September 16
th

.   

 

Council member DeMers asked if stripping was included by the stoplights by the bridge.  Ms. 

Kouba said it was and there was a suggestion to also include a left turning sign.  Discussion 

followed about how the Council should consider looking into acquiring land if the plan is 

approved to insure enough land is available for round-a-bouts, that there are many complaints 

about Bygland Road, there isn’t a quick and easy solution, and how the Council should look and 

see what kind of funding may be available to help pay for a round-a-bout project.   

 

Ms. Ellis stated the stripping for $400,000 was listed under the implementation plan.  She added 

it had not been included in the budget and asked Ms. Kouba to move that to the near term plans 

and out of the implementation plan.  Ms. Kouba stated it would be moved and would be 

presented that way to the public at the open house.  Council member DeMers asked what was all 

included with the $400,000 for stripping.  Ms. Kouba explained it included grinding to remove 

other paint so it was more than just stripping.   
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Council member Vetter commented how bike lanes had been brought up a year ago and put on 

hold.  He stated that the $400,000 was sticker shock but the City could look into grants for 

putting in bike lanes.  Council President Olstad commented about the sidewalks done with Safe 

Routes to School and asked if anything needed to be widened out.  Discussion followed about 

how a multi-use trail had to be a minimum of 8 feet, the addition of a bike lane would add 

another choice, and how when the sidewalks were put in the City was only able to get $175,000 

in federal funds for the project and was not able to afford a larger sidewalk.  Council member 

Pokrzywinski asked what the time table was on the reports.  Ms. Kouba said both would be done 

by the end of the year and the Council would see of draft of each in October.  

 

6. Ordinance Amendment Request – Nancy Ellis 

 

Ms. Ellis stated she had received a request to have an ordinance amended regarding cell towers 

and allowing them in residential areas.  She informed the Council there was going to be a public 

hearing during the Planning Commission at the meeting on Thursday, September 10
th

.  She 

stated there had been concerns and if there were questions the Verizon attorney was present to 

either answer or come prepared to the next meeting with answers.  Mr. Galstad introduced Mr. 

Littlejohn.  Mr. Littlejohn informed the Council he had brought handouts for them to review.  He 

stated how services are in high demand and these towers are needed to provide services.  He 

explained how they were trying to take the minimalistic approach with the slim line or stealth 

poles.  He added he had worked with Verizon since 1988 and was here to answer any questions 

the Council may have.   

 

Council member DeMers thanked Mr. Littlejohn for coming to the meeting and commented how 

he sees this service as a utility and asked how putting up a pole affects the community.  

Discussion followed about how the pole would support more than one carrier, the carriers work 

together, and how things may change to even smaller antennas in the future.  Council member 

DeMers asked what would happen to the pole when it is no longer used.  Mr. Littlejohn stated 

how it is standard procedure to take them down.  Mayor Stauss asked who the pole would be 

serving.  Mr. Littlejohn said it would depend on the location and height of the pole but it would 

be serving East Grand Forks and some of Grand Forks.  More discussion followed about how 

appraisals could be done to reassure property owners that property values would not be affected 

and that properties could be looked at in Grand Forks to see if they were affected after a tower 

went up.      

 

7. Request for Pay Increase for Operator – Jason Stordahl 

 

Mr. Stordahl reminded the Council about the lead equipment operator position that was open.  

He explained the position was pointed at a Grade 11 but due to length of service of all of the 

current operators and the 4% increase for a promotion, there wasn’t a step to place them on since 

the top step would be much less that the 4% that is stated in the contract.  Discussion followed 

about how the steps may need to be adjusted or if there may need to be a freeze on the wages.  

Mr. Murphy stated he had never seen this situation before.  Mr. Galstad commented how the 

contract will need to be followed and that it states a promotion receives a 4% increase.  Mr. 

Murphy added the precedence had been set. 
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This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

8. Midcontinent Agreement – David Murphy 

 

Mr. Murphy said he was asked to see what other cities have done when renegotiating with 

Midcontinent.  He stated that Bemidji had completed a new agreement with Midcontinent in 

2014 and was the most recent.  He explained there were two main things with the first being the 

most the franchise fee could be was 5% of the gross revenue.  He added the City was collecting 

close to $12,000 a month which goes into the general fund.  He said the second item was the 

changes with technology and what services should be included when adding up the gross revenue 

which is still unknown.  Mr. Galstad said he had one concern regarding the public and education 

channel that was a part of the agreement.  He said it only lists one in the City’s agreement but 

Bemidji has six.  He explained Bemidji also receives service and tapes so all cable subscribers 

can watch and added how the Council should look closer into this to see what could be provided 

to the City.  Council member Pokrzywinski suggested starting the conversation of what could be 

done with this channel and how it could be a great marketing tool.  Council member DeMers 

commented he wouldn’t mind a shorter agreement with Midcontinent.  

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

9. Discussion on Engineering Contract – David Murphy 

 

Mr. Murphy informed the Council that the engineering contract was up for renewal at the end of 

the year.  He stated that he had met with Widseth Smith Nolting(WSN), spent time on 

assessment procedures, and that WSN had prepared a draft of a new contract for the Council to 

review.  He added that he had been asked to look into Request for Proposals as well as looking 

what it would cost for an in-house engineer.  He explained he had put together responses from 

the listserv email he had sent out.  He asked for questions and direction from Council.   

 

Council member Tweten stated his objections to a three year contract and that he would like to 

open this up to see what prices and expenses are from others and there shouldn’t be a monopoly 

on professional services.  Council member Vetter stated he is a proponent of the City having 

their own engineer and based on some of the information it could pay for itself.  Council member 

DeMers stated he didn’t think a three year contract was unfair and that he doesn’t see how 

having an in-house engineer will save money since there is so much more that is now 

specialized.  He added how much it may cost in personnel and office costs and asked to have a 

budget drawn up.  Council member Pokrzywinski commented he can’t tell what would be better, 

that it would be hard to fire a bad employee, and that Grand Forks has in-house engineers and 

also still contracts out work as well.   

 

Council member Buckalew stated the group the City has is doing a good job, the Council doesn’t 

know how many times they haven’t charged for something, they have been very fair in the past, 

and that there are many engineers that can help the City because the City would need more than 

one.  He ended by saying they are a part of the community, they support the community, and 

they try to keep things fair to the community and tax payers.  Council Vice-President Grassel 

commented he agreed with Council members Buckalew and DeMers, stated that setting up an 
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engineering department would be an overwhelming task and if there are issues they City needs to 

tell them so they have a chance to correct it.   

 

Council President Olstad stated he echoes comments already made and that all of the City 

Engineers live in the City, they look at what is in the best interest of the citizens, and if there is 

an issue they need to be told so things can be worked out.  Mayor Stauss commented that he had 

worked with this firm since 1963, that they have built a history with the City, they charge what 

others charge, and that this firm employees residents of the community.  Mr. Galstad stated he 

had some concerns about language regarding indemnification that he would be looking into but 

the rest was very similar to previous contracts.  Mr. Murphy stated that when there has been an 

issue he is vocal about it and it gets discussed. Council member Vetter asked to see what has 

been paid to the engineers over the last three years from both the City and the Water and Light 

Department.    

 

10. Waste Water Fee Discussion – Karla Anderson 

 

Council President Olstad mentioned that the Council had been increasing the waste water fee 

every year and it was asked to be discussed to see if another increase was needed.  Ms. Anderson 

explained she had put together a spreadsheet showing two different scenarios with one 

maintaining the current rate and the other having a $1.00 increase in 2025 to the fixed rate.  She 

said that she made assumptions such as a 3% water rate increase which would then increase what 

is taken in on sewage usage.  Discussion followed about how high the current water rate is at, 

that the Council doesn’t want to have issues down the road with not having enough funds, how 

there was a 3% inflation rate included, and that these numbers are based on the City paying for 

the entire project.   

 

Council member Pokrzywinski commented the price could drop if the fertilizer plant is built.  

More discussion followed about how these numbers include treatment but repairs and 

maintenance would be taken out of a different fund.  Mayor Stauss asked if East Grand Forks 

had the highest water rates in the region.  Mr. Boyce stated it was the third but that this also 

accounts for depreciation so residents are not assessed when water lines are replaced.   

 

11. 2016 Budget Discussion – David Murphy 

 

Mr. Murphy stated that staff had been working on a plan on a two or three year correction plan 

instead of trying to make a one year correction.  Ms. Anderson stated that instead of a 33% 

increase they were looking at a25% increase for 2016 and reviewed possible changes in 

purchases, reductions, or items put off until 2017.  She explained how there would then be an 

approximate 18% increase in 2017 so by 2018 the increase would be under 10% and would only 

be for the cost of conducting business.  Mr. Murphy said how this would allow the City to fully 

fund what is needed.  He added they were working on information to show what the impact 

would be with the proposed increases which will help show the community how they would be 

affected.  Discussion followed about the purchase of radios and how with occasional updates 

they should last anywhere from 10 to 20 years and how there are three vehicles that could be 

used to trade in to bring down the costs of either a vehicle purchase or lease for the police 

department. 
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Council Vice-President Grassel said he appreciates the proposed levy is coming down and how it 

is the Council’s job to inform the residents about the potential increase.  Council member 

Pokrzywinski thanked the Herald for their article explaining how the increase to a levy and that 

these numbers are scary but it is something the Council needs to see.   

 

a. Pool 

 

Mr. Murphy continued on with the pool and how the correction plan includes an interest only 

payment for both 2016 and 2017 since it is still unknown if the sales tax would be passed or not.  

He asked if there was any discussion or if there is different direction from the Council on this 

issue.  Ms. Anderson added the resolution requesting funds from the Water and Light 

Department will also have to be updated covering the entire project or consider a different way to 

cover the additional funds needed to this project.  Mr. Murphy stated the project will be finished 

next year so unless the Council says otherwise staff will move forward with this plan. 

   

b. Refuse 

 

Mr. Stordahl informed the Council that there hadn’t been an increase to the refuse rates for some 

time.  He stated that the contract the City has with Countrywide Sanitation includes a 4% 

increase for each remaining year of the contract along with a potential of a fuel surcharge.  He 

added how there is a 2% increase in landfill rates.  He told the Council an increase was needed 

and suggested 10%.  He explained that would increase a $13.00 up to $16.25 and would help pay 

for the increase in costs as well as a much needed garbage truck.  He reviewed other charges for 

commercial and apartments that could also change.  Mayor Stauss stated that some apartments 

would like to use a different refuse collector because it would be cheaper.  Mr. Stordahl stated 

they had the ability to do that but from what he had found the City had the lowest rates by far.   

 

Ms. Anderson said that since this is an enterprise fund the City would be able to bond for the 

funds needed for the garbage truck.  Council member Buckalew asked if there was enough in the 

central equipment fund to cover it.  Ms. Anderson stated she was working on bonding and it had 

been suggested to include it.  Council member DeMers asked if commercial and residential funds 

were combined and if they were to have them separated since the truck was for commercial 

refuse pickup and should be paid for with those funds.    

 

c. Storm Water 

 

Ms. Anderson stated that the storm water fund was in the hole.  She stated reasons for this 

included depreciation and payments for a mower.  She explained how the storm water fee was 

for the flood control and those funds were needed to maintain the system up to Corps standards.  

Council member Pokrzywinski commented how it was important to note these funds are for 

flood protection, if the system isn’t maintained it will be decertified, and $9 per month is cheaper 

than flood insurance.  Council member Vetter stated since this is for flood protection it should be 

reflected on the bill that way.  Council member Pokrzywinski said it already was.  Council 

member DeMers commented how the Corps predicted it would cost approximately $400,000 per 

year to maintain the flood system and the City is well short of that at this point.    
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ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, TO ADJOURN THE SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 WORK 

SESSION OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 7:52 

P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, Grassel, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East 
Grand Forks, Minnesota held August 20, 2015 at 5:00 P.M. 
 
Present:   Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Absent:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Loven that the minutes of the 
previous meeting of August 6, 2015 be approved as read. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Loven to authorize the Secretary to 
issue payment of the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of $974,727.77. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Loven to approve the Tri-Valley 
Opportunity Council Fuel Assistance Agreement for FY 2016. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Loven seconded by Commissioner Quirk to approve the Salvation Army 
Heatshare Agreement and provide a donation of $2000 for the FY 2016. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Tweten to adjourn to the next regular 
meeting on September 3, 2015 at 5:00 P.M. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
 
         Lori Maloney 
         Sec'y 
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EAST GRAND FORKS 
REGULAR  

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
Thursday, June 25, 2015 – 12:00 Noon 

East Grand Forks City Council Chambers 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Mike Powers called the June 25, 2015, meeting of the East Grand Forks 
Planning Commission to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
CALL OF ROLL 
 
On a Call of Roll the following members were present: Chairman Powers, Vice 
Chairman Christianson, Commissioners Randy Boushey, Chad Erickson, Marc DeMers, 
Kevin Marcott, and Niel McWalter. 
 
Absent:    
 
Guest(s) present:  Randy Kraft, Darryl Beauchamp, Teri Kuba. 
 
Staff present:  Nancy Ellis, East Grand Forks City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; 
& Brenda Ault, Executive Assistant. 
 
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
 
 
2045 Land Use Plan Update Information. 
 
 
CP Ellis informed the Board that a land use plan public open house was held June 18, 
2015, at Riverwalk.  She felt it was poorly attended, but was able to get comments from 
people walking by the event. She felt they were valuable comments and will help them 
go forward to make goals for new development or redevelopment.  The Steering 
Committee held their first meeting at the Campbell Library on June 19th. DeMers is one 
of the members on this committee.  
 
Ms. Kouba, East Grand Forks and Grand Forks MPO, reported that a survey is now 
available to the public.  Articles have been put in the Grand Forks Herald and the East 
Grand Forks Exponent regarding the survey.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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Matter of Approval of the April 9, 2015 Regular Minutes of the East Grand Forks 
Planning Commission. 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER DEMERS, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER BOUSHEY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 9, 2015 
MEETING OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS PLANNING COMMISSION, AS 
SUBMITTED. M/S/P- 7:0, MC. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Public Hearing: Matter of Consideration of a Variance Request from Darryl 
Beauchamp/Eagle Electric to construct a commercial storage building 5 feet from the 
rear property line instead of the required 10 foot rear yard setback 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMISSIONER DEMERS, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER BOUSHEY TO OPEN TO A PUBLIC HEARING. M/S/P- 7:0, MC. 
 
Mr. Beauchamp was present from Eagle Electric to request a variance. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER ERICKSON TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC MEETING. M/S/P- 7:0, MC. 
 
CP Ellis stated she had explained that Mr. Beauchamp the owner of Eagle Electric is 
requesting approval of a variance for lots 1-12, Block B Plat of White’s Re-Arrangement 
Traill’s addition to the City of East Grand Forks to reduce the rear yard setback from the 
BNSF Railroad R-O-W from 10 feet to 5 feet to construct a business storage building.  
She went on to explain, because of the shape of the property, the building would need 
to be built closer to the back property line.  The building would be a viable use of the 
property for Eagle Electric and should not cause any adverse affect to the surrounding 
properties.  
 
CP Ellis also explained to the Board that there are three factors to consider when 
granting a variance.  The first factor is that the property owner proposes to use the 
property in a reasonable manner. The second factor is that the landowner’s problem is 
due to circumstances unique to the property not caused by the landowner.  The third is 
that the variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality. 
 
CP Ellis stated that the property was going to be used in a reasonable manner.  The 
property arcs and gets substantially smaller as you go further east and in order for the 
building to be built, the variance needed to be issued. And she feels that the building 
and request will not alter the character of the area, the structure will fit in with the 
surrounding areas. Based on these findings, she recommends the variance be granted. 
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After discussion by the Board, and explaining to Mr. Beauchamp, that any action taken 
by this Board, would need to be approved by the City Council, at the July 7, 2015 
meeting. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMISSIONER DEMERS, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON TO APPROVE THE VARIANCE. 
M/S/P- 7:0, MC. 
 
Public Hearing: Establish R-3 zoning for ~ 8.6 acres of the proposed 40 acre property 
annexation and establish UER zoning for the remaining drainway and northeast 
acreage before the property is annexed into City Limits 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMISSIONER MARCOTT, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER BOUSHEY TO OPEN TO A PUBLIC HEARING. 
M/S/P- 7:0, MC. 
 
Randy Kraft was present to state his concern about this issue.  He stated that he lives 
on the South side and he was here to gather information.  He would like to see 
something developed there, but apartment buildings are not his first choice.  He would 
prefer not to see low income units there and he feels additional apartment buildings for 
students should be located by the Tech School. 
 
CA Galstad stated that he has been working on this project with the developer.  It is a 
tract of 40 acres, owned by one person.  He said that the R-3 Zoning is multi planning, 
but it can have apartments, twin homes or single homes. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER DEMERS TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC MEETING. M/S/P- 7:0, MC. 
 
CP Ellis stated that this request has been ongoing since 2008 to build apartments at 
that location. Rodger Johnson is requesting the City establish zoning for his property, 
which is 40 acres to the north of 23rd St NW, west of Highway 220 and east of the golf 
course property. In order for the property to be annexed, zoning must be established for 
the site.  The zoning request is for R-3 (Multi-Family Residential) zoning for the 
approximately 8.6 acres in the southwest corner (to be developed in the near future for 
apartment complexes); and the remaining drainway and northeast portion will be zoned 
UER.  After annexation and rezoning, the developers will submit a plat and a site plan 
for the 8.61 acre property, which will lay out how they intend to develop the land for 
multi-family housing.  The site is zoned within the County; this land is currently farmed. 
The surrounding zoning/land use is the North is out of city limits and is farm land. The 
West is out of city limits and is now the golf course and residential housing. The South 
is R-1 Zoning, single family house and some Highway Commercial.  The East is out of 
city limits, Hwy 220 and residential homes.  
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The Planning commission should make its recommendation based on the following: The 
first factor is this appropriate for this property. The second is how would this zoning fit 
with the current City Comprehensive Plan and the third is how does this zoning fit into 
the current zoning in the area. 
 
CP Ellis explained that the property is a good fit for R-3 and UER zoning.  The 
immediate use planned for the property is multi-family housing, which is a permitted use 
for R-3 and has requirements within the zoning district. The remaining property will be 
UER and this is also consistent with the area’s uses and will be appropriate zoning. Also 
the City’s Comprehensive plan is comprised of the following plan elements: 2040 Land 
Use Plan, 2012 Greenway Plan Update, 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan, and the 
2009 River Forks River Forks Downtown Plan Update. The 2045 Land Use Plan is 
currently being updated and it does show a need to annex land north of 23rd Ave NW for 
future residential development of different types and Commercial development. And 
finally the R-3 and UER zoning is consistent with the current zoning map.  Based on 
these factors, CP Ellis recommends approval to establish R-3 and UER zoning for the 
annexed property. 
 
After discussion, the Board agreed that this would be a good use of the property and 
having it in reserve under the UER is something they would like to see happen. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER DEMERS, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER BOUSHEY TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FOR ZONING AND TO 
ESTABLISH THE PROPERTY AS R-3 AND URBAN EXPANSION RESERVE. M/S/P- 
7:0, MC. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER DEMERS, TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 25, 2015, MEETING OF THE 
EAST GRAND FORKS PLANNING COMMISSION AT 12:49 PM. M/S/P-7:0, MC. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Brenda Ault 
Executive Assistant 
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RESOLUTION NO.  15 – 09- 100 
 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member ________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks has determined that constructing an interconnect to 

Grand Forks and decommissioning the City of East Grand Forks Wastewater ponds to be the 

most cost effective and feasible long term solution for disposal of wastewater, and 

 

WHEREAS, the overall estimated project cost is $10.6 million dollars, and 

 

WHEREAS, the cost of constructing the interconnect and decommissioning of the ponds would 

be a heavy burden upon the taxpayers of East Grand Forks, and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks can reasonably support funding $5.3 million dollars of 

the project, and 

 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has a Bonding Program to assist with this type of project. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA: 

 

The City of East Grand Forks formally requests $5.3 million be included in the 2016 Bonding 

Bill for the East Grand Forks/Grand Forks Wastewater Interconnect project. 

 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:   

   

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: September 15, 2015 

Attest: 

 

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th

 day of September, 2015. 

 

____________________________________ 

 Mayor  
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\2016 report of 
feasibility.docx 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 9/3/2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl-Public Works Director and Steve Emery (WSN engineer) 
 
RE: Report of Feasibility   
 

 
Last year at the direction of Mr. Murphy, the City Engineer and I prepared a long range street 
improvement plan for the City Council to review.  Our goal for the next three years was to overlay or seal 
coat all the asphalt streets within the City.  This year was year one and we improved approximately 1/3 
of the City’s asphalt streets.   In preparation for year two (2016) improvements, Mr. Emery and I assessed 
the conditions of the remaining streets, and would like to move forward with the preparation of a report 
of feasibility.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  Consider authorizing the City Engineers to prepare a report of feasibility for the 

proposed 2016 street repairs, which will be prepared at no cost to the City.  
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C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Hiring Lead 
Equipment Operator.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 9/9/2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl-Public Works Director 
 
RE: Hiring Lead Equipment Operator 

 
 
The East Grand Forks City Council approved the advertisement to hire within a “Lead Equipment 
Operator”.  There was one qualified applicant that applied for the position.  The Civil Service 
Commission voted unanimously to move on in the hiring process Mr. Randy Olson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  I’m recommending that the City Council approves the promotion of Mr. Randy 
Olson to “Lead Equipment Operator”, and to set starting pay at (4% about current compensation) $24.01 
per hour.   
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RESOLUTION NO.  15 – 09- 101 
 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member ________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks has advertised internally for the position of “Lead 

Equipment Operator, and 

 

WHEREAS, Randy Olson is the only qualified candidate to apply for the position, and 

 

WHEREAS, the East Grand Forks Civil Service Commission has recommended the hiring of 

Randy Olson as Lead Equipment Operator, and 

 

WHEREAS, the position of Lead Equipment Operator is pointed at Grade 11 on the City of East 

Grand Forks wage scale, and 

 

WHEREAS, the current Teamsters contract requires that any employee receiving a promotion 

shall receive a minimum pay increase of 4%, and 

 

WHEREAS, the current Step 8 of Grade 11 is $23.83 per hour and Randy Olson is currently 

making $23.09 per hour, and 

 

WHEREAS, a 4% increase of 23.09 results in a salary of $24.01 per hour. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA: 

 

1. Randy Olson be appointed to Lead Equipment Operator at a salary of $24.01 per hour. 

 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:   

   

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: September 15, 2015 

Attest: 

 

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th

 day of September, 2015. 

 

____________________________________ 

 Mayor  
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C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Hiring Lead WW-
SW operator.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 9/9/2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl-Public Works Director 
 
RE: Lead Wastewater/Stormwater Operator 

 
Background:  The East Grand Forks City Council approved the City Administrator and Public Works 
Director to appoint from within a “Lead Wastewater/Stormwater Operator”.  We have selected and the 
Civil Service Commission has approved appointing Mr. Dillon Nelson to the position.   
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  I’m recommending that the City Council approves appointing Mr. Dillon Nelson to 
“Lead Wastewater/Stormwater Operater”, and  set his starting pay at step 8 of grade 13 ($27.02).  
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RESOLUTION NO.  15 – 09- 102 
 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member ________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks has advertised internally for the position of “Lead 

Wastewater Operator”, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Director has recommended the appointment of Dillon Nelson for 

this position, and 

 

WHEREAS, the East Grand Forks Civil Service Commission has recommended the hiring of 

Dillon Nelson as Lead Wastewater Operator, and 

 

WHEREAS, the position of Lead Wastewater Operator is pointed at Grade 13 on the City of East 

Grand Forks wage scale, and 

 

WHEREAS, the current Teamsters contract calls for Mr. Nelson to be placed at Step 8 of Grade 

13, and 

 

WHEREAS, the current Step 8 of Grade 13 is $27.02 per hour. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA: 

 

1. Dillon Nelson be appointed to Lead Wastewater Operator at Step 8 of Grade 13. 

 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:   

   

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: September 15, 2015 

Attest: 

 

___________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th

 day of September, 2015. 

 

____________________________________ 

 Mayor  
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C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Verizon Ordinance 
Amendment Request_Sept 15 Council Meeting.doc  
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: September 15, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner 
 
RE: Amend Wireless Communication Section of the City Code  
 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

Planning Commission recommends approval of the Amendment Request from Verizon Wireless to 
amend the Wireless Communication Ordinance of the City Code with the attached Ordinance with the 
changes in red. 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

The City of East Grand Forks has received requests from Verizon Wireless to build monopole cell 
towers within park/institutional areas of the city that are currently zoning Residential.  At this time, our 
Wireless Communications Ordinance does not allow cell towers within a residential zoning district 
(only antennas on buildings) and does not allow them within a certain distance from sensitive receptors 
(schools, churches, parks, etc.)  Therefore, Verizon’s requests have been denied. 

However, it was noted that our ordinance is dated and could be reviewed if ordinance amendments are 
requested.  As such, Verizon is showing a need for additional wireless service in the residential areas but 
has no ability to serve their customers with a tower in the residential districts.  This is the cause for their 
amendment request.  Their Ordinance amendment proposals match other wireless communication 
ordinances in the area; with the changes making it similar to the West Fargo Ordinance.   

I am attaching the proposed amendments to the Wireless Communications Ordinance for you to discuss 
(the new proposal is in red print).  Verizon Wireless is asking you to consider amending and 
establishing these new regulations in both Chapter 10 – General Performance Standards of the City’s 
Zoning Regulations and XV of the City Code.   
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Preliminary plat 
approval for Northview First Addition.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: September 10, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner 
 
RE: Preliminary Plat approval for Northview First Addition 
 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Planning Commission recommends preliminary approval of Northview First Addition with the 
following comments:  

Increase Road R-O-W to 80’ by having 20’ of the R-O-W on the City’s drainway property.  This 
approval is contingent on approvals from the City Engineer and Water and Light Superintendent that 
the utilities can be placed in this 20’ without compromising the utilities or the drainway. 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

APPLICANTS/PROPERTY OWNERS: Dakota Commercial   

REQUESTED ACTION: Applicant is requesting preliminary approval of the plat named Northview 
First Addition to the City of East Grand Forks.  They would like to plat this 3.83 acre piece north of 23rd 
St NW (recently annexed) to build an apartment building. 

SITE ZONING/LAND USE: R-3 Multi-family Residential is the newly established zoning. 

SURROUNDING ZONING/LAND USE:  

North: UER, unplatted land owned by Johnsons and drainway 
West:  Outside of City Limits (Wavra property) and PUD and R-1, Water’s Edge Additions 
South: R-1, single family residential housing 
East:  UER, unplatted land owned by Johnsons 
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September 15, 2015  Request for Council Action 

2 

 
LOCATION: The parcel is located just east of 3rd Ave NW, north of 23rd St NW 

 

 

COMMENTS 

The City of East Grand Forks has received an application from Dakota Commercial to plat 3.83 acres of 
the new 40 acre annexation to build an apartment building with parking.  This plat must be reviewed for 
utility and access easements, as well as, R-O-W for future road construction as it does not currently 
meet our subdivision standards.  The City Utility Group is meeting with the developer’s engineer/staff to 
discuss the potential easements, ROW and review the site plan.  A draft site plan for the build out of the 
3.83 acres will be handed out at the meeting.   

There are concerns from the developer that it will not be able to construct the entire road shown on the 
plat in the first three years, as required in the development agreement.  This agreement does allow for the 
site plan/drawing of the plat to be separated into stages. The construction of the road segments, 
therefore, will be negotiated and can be built in stages. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends preliminary approval of Northview First Addition with the following comments: 

1) Increase Road R-O-W to 80’ 
2) A development agreement must be signed and recorded before the plat is recorded. 
3) Submit a digital file to planning office. 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Final plat approval 
forMGI Grain Resubdivision.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: September 10, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner 
 
RE: Final Plat approval for MGI Grain Resubdivision 
 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 

 
Planning Commission recommends final approval of MGI Grain Resubdivision with the following 
comments: 

1. Submit a digital file to planning office. 
2. Record easement vacation on both the plat and a separate document following proper procedure. 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

APPLICANTS/PROPERTY OWNERS: MGI Grain and Northland Custom Woodworking (Kevin 
Marcotte) 

REQUESTED ACTION: The applicant is requesting preliminary and possible final plat approval of MGI 
Grain Resubdivision to the City of East Grand Forks. 

SITE ZONING/LAND USE: I-2 is the current zoning, Light Industrial. 

SURROUNDING ZONING/LAND USE:  

North:  I-2 zoning, Crystal Sugar 
West:  C-2 and R-2 zoning, ag businesses and housing 
South: I-2 zoning, Industrial businesses, 
East: I-2 zoning, Crystal Sugar 
 
LOCATION: The parcel is located just north of Business Highway 2 and east of 5th Ave NE near A& L 
Potato and Crystal Sugar 
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September 15, 2015  Request for Council Action 

2 

 

 

COMMENTS 

We have received an application from Kevin Marcotte to consider Preliminary and possible Final 
Plat approval of the Plat named MGI Grain Resubdivision being a Replat of Lots 1 and 2,  Block 1, 
Burlington Northern Industrial Park and part of  unplatted Government Lot 6, Section 1, Township 
151N, Range 30W, to the City of East Grand Forks.  This replat combines a portion of Lot 2 and the 
unplatted Government lot to increase the lot size for Mr. Marcotte to construct a new building 
addition; and gives MGI Grain the northern tip of the unplatted lot for access.  These three lots will 
be combined into 2 lots with no new easements to be established for utilities as all are in the ROW.  
Final plat drawings are attached. 
 

In addition, the northerly 10’ of an existing 25’ easement will be vacated along the south portion of the 
new Lot 2 (approximately 100’ east west).  All utility providers within EGF have reviewed the plat and 
do not have any utilities within the easement.  They have no objections to the vacation of this portion of 
the easement.  The paperwork to vacate will need a legal description of the vacated portion and must be 
recorded with the County.   

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends final approval of MGI Grain Resubdivision with the following comments: 

3. Submit a digital file to planning office. 
4. Record easement vacation on both the plat and a separate document 
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RESOLUTION NO.  15 – 09 - 103 

 
 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution 

and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in 

check number 22403 for a total of $354.96. 

 

WHEREAS, Craig Buckalew, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases 

were made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are 

confirmed and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such 

claim on the filing of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 

471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $354.96 paid for such goods is as low as, or lower 

than, the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the purchase was 

made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on September 15, 2015. 

 

Voting Aye:   

Voting Nay:    

Abstain:    

   

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: September 15, 2015 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th

 day of September, 2015. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Craig Buckalew, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 3
rd

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The City of East Grand Forks check number 22403 for a total of $354.96. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on September 15, 2015. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or 

lower than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the 

claim is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 

 

 Dated: _______________________  

 

 

  _______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 
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