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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: September 8 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  City Administrator David Murphy 
 
RE: Midcontinent Cable Franchise Renewal. 
 

 
Background 
 
The cable franchise agreement has expired and an extension has been granted.  Council directed staff to 
review other, recent franchise agreements and determine if any items are missing from our existing 
contract.   
 
The City of Bemidji is the closest City to have renewed its franchise agreement with Midcontinent 
(2014).  I have reviewed the contract provided by the City of Bemidji and the proposed agreement 
submitted by Dan Nelson (Midcontinent Representative).  The contracts have also been provided to 
City Attorney Galstad for his review.  A copy of Bemidji’s contract and the proposed East Grand Forks 
Contract are included in your packet (the changes are highlighted). 
 
I went paragraph by paragraph with Mr. Nelson on both the Bemidji contract and the proposed 
contract.  The contracts appear to be substantively the same as Bemidji’s. 
 
Budget Impact 
 
The proposed agreement contains a franchise fee to be paid to the City of 5% of annual gross revenues.  
Mr. Nelson claims that this is the maximum allowed by law and is the same amount authorized in 
Bemidji’s contract.  The Franchise Fees are roughly $12,000 per month and are deposited into the 
General fund as General Revenue. 
 
Action Required 
 
Discussion and questions to staff.. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: September 8 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  City Administrator David Murphy 
 
RE: Discussion on Engineering Contract. 
 

 
Background 
 
The two year contract with WSN expires at the end of 2015.  I have met with representatives from WSN 
regarding language of the contract and changes that would be beneficial for the future.  WSN has 
provided a draft 3 year agreement for you to review 
 
There has been discussion in the past about putting out a request for proposals to provide Engineering 
services.  If the Council is interested in pursuing that option, now would be the optimal time to have a 
January 1 start date.  I will be prepared to answer questions regarding both options. 
 
Budget Impact 
 
Unknown at this time. 
 
Action Required 
 
Discussion and questions to staff.. 
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COMPARISON OF WASTE WATER OPTIONS  

3-Sep-15

Project Cost Year Fixed Rate 6000 gallon cost Projected

Cash Balance

 Interconnect 10,600,000 2015 17 42

2016 17 43 3,513,065

2025 17 50 2,423,058

Assumption 3% water increase 2036 17 63 3,071,531

2046 17 79 12,363,451

 Interconnect 10,600,000 2015 17 42

2016 17 43 3,524,868

2025 18 55 3,200,207

Assumption 4% water increase 2036 18 75 7,662,805

2046 18 93 20,611,543
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: September 8 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  City Administrator David Murphy 
 
RE: 2016 Budget Discussion. 
 

 
Background 
 
Information will be presented at the meeting.  Finance Director Anderson and I are working on an 
alternative to the 32% tax levy increase.  We are preparing a plan for a two-year correction plan along 
with the one-year correction plan.  Unfortunately we were unable to have the information together prior 
to the packet deadline and will present the up to date information at the meeting. 
 
Budget Impact 
 
Unknown at this time. 
 
Action Required 
 
Discussion and questions to staff.. 
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COMMERCIAL REFUSE

Current Rates

City of East Grand Forks

Size 1 Time/Wk 2 Times/Wk 3 Times/Wk 4 Times/Wk 5 Times/Wk Saturday

1yd $28.50 $41.75 $55.00 $68.25 $81.50 $161.50

2yr $57.00 $83.50 $110.00 $136.50 $163.00 $243.00

4yd $100.75 $140.50 $180.25 $220.00 $253.75 $333.75

6yd $131.25 $171.00 $210.75 $250.50 $290.25 $370.25

Proposed Increased Rates

City of East Grand Forks

Size 1 Time/Wk 2 Times/Wk 3 Times/Wk 4 Times/Wk 5 Times/Wk Saturday

1yd $35.63 $58.45 $82.50 $102.38 $122.25 $202.25

2yr $57.00 $96.03 $132.00 $163.80 $195.60 $285.60

4yd $101.75 $182.65 $270.38 $352.00 $406.00 $526.00

6yd $137.81 $273.60 $379.35 $450.90 $551.48 $671.48

Grand Forks 2016 Rates

Size 1 Time/Wk 2 Times/Wk 3 Times/Wk 4 Times/Wk 5 Times/Wk Saturday

1yd

2yr $48.79 $97.56 $146.34 $195.12 $243.90 $292.70

4yd $95.11 $190.25 $285.35 $380.85 $475.58 $570.71

6yd $141.45 $282.90 $424.36 $565.80 $707.26 $847.78

RESIDENTIAL REFUSE RATES

EGF Grand Forks

Current Current

$11.75 35 gallon $15.82 flat fee-doesn't matter what size container you have

$14.75 64 gallon

EGF Grand Forks

Proposed Increased Rate Proposed Increased Rate (3% increase)

$13.00 35 gallon $16.29 flat fee-doesn't matter what size container you have

$16.25 64 gallon
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