
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2015 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 

PRESENTATION FROM AUDITORS: 

 

PRESENTATION FROM THE COALITION OF GREATER MN CITIES: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

 

1.  Frank Ringstad:  VFW Land Purchase. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of July 21, 2015. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

 

2.  Public Hearing: Final Plat approval for Black Gold First Resubdivision 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

3. Consider approving the temporary liquor license application for the VFW Post 3817 for the Heritage 

Days dance which will be held on Friday, August 14, 2015. 

 

4. Consider approving a special event application for the Blue Moose to hold Oktoberfest starting at 

noon on Saturday, September 19
th

 until 10:00pm contingent upon the Certificate of Liability being 

turned into the Administration Office prior to the event. 

 



5. Consider approving a special event application for the Heritage Foundation to hold a 5K run starting 

at 8:00am beginning at the Heritage Village and ending downtown at Whitey’s. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

6. Regular meeting minutes of the Economic Development Board from June 16, 2015. 

 

7. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for June 18, 2015 

and July 2, 2015. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

 

Brady & Martz:  2014 Audit Report. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:   NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

8.  Final Plat Approval for Black Gold First Resubdivision. 

 

9.  Authorize City Administrator to Advertise for Hire Public Works Supervisor. 

 

10.  Resolution 15-08-84 Accepting AGF Federal Grant for $180,326.38 for 800 MHZ Radios. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-08-85 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 22122 for a total of $196.21 

whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

12. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

 

ADJOURN: 
 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Work Session – August 11, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – August 18, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – August 25, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – September 1, 2015 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 



UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, JULY 21, 2015 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for July 21, 2015 was called to order by 

Council President Mark Olstad at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss(5:02pm), Council President Mark Olstad, Council Members Clarence Vetter, Mike 

Pokrzywinski, Craig Buckalew, Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 

Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; 

Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Paul Gorte, EDA Director; Mike Hedlund, 

Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; Megan Nelson, Executive 

Assistant;  and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

Mr. Bob Pulkrabek, 2023 10
th

 St SE, told the Council that he had lived in East Grand Forks since 1957.  

He explained how a lady was interested in starting a new business in East Grand Forks, that she wanted 

to obtain a wine and beer license, how the Council had been supportive, but then it was said how either 

the Council or State Legislature would have to make changes in order for this business be able to get a 

wine and beer license.  He commented how this council is not a business oriented Council and 

congratulated them on turning business away since they weren’t willing to change the ordinance.   

 

Mr. Galstad apologized if he was misunderstood about this but that the business had the ability to 

contract with an establishment for services but they were not able to find someone that would be able to 

provide services five days a week.  He continued to say either the State or City would have to amend the 

qualifications to obtaining a license.  He explained that this business did not meet the definition of a 

restaurant to qualify for a wine license and the primary way for this to change would be for the State to 

make an exception which was done for culinary classes.  Mayor Stauss commented how business is 

important and if there were ways to make it work the City would help and try.  Mr. Galstad stated the 

City was not stopping her from opening.  Council President Olstad stated how she had the same business 
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in Moorhead, stated how this business would not qualify as a restaurant because they didn’t serve 

enough food, and that the City wasn’t acting as a road block but offered assistance to help try and get the 

statue amended.  Council member Pokrzywinski commented that if the Council following legal advice is 

being anti-business that is unfortunate and added Moorhead is following the same laws as East Grand 

Forks. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of July 7, 2015. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of July 13, 2015.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) THROUGH TWO (2). 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:   

 

3. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-07-75 approving the plans and specifications and ordering 

advertisement for bids for 2014 City Project No. 3 – Lift Station No. 5 Replacement. 

 

Council President Olstad stated it had been requested to remove this item because of timing issues.  Mr. 

Boppre explained that they were working with subcontractors on this project.  He stated a timeline date 

had been given a week later than it should.  He added it had been requested to hold a special meeting 

before the work session next week to file the plans and specifications and this would allow for the 

project to keep the same timeline.    

 

4. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-07-76 approving the plans and specifications and ordering 

advertisement for bids for 2015 City Project No. 5 – Campground Improvements.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-07-76 APPROVING THE 

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR 2015 

CITY PROJECT NO. 5 – CAMPGROUND IMPROVEMENTS. 

 

Mayor Stauss asked that no more trees should be taken out and to work around them when possible.  Mr. 

Boppre stated they would only be putting in services coming off the main lines that were already in 

place. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 
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SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

 

5. Public Hearing considering budget modifications for the preparation of the decertification of both 

TIF Districts.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

Mr. Gorte informed the Council the two TIF districts were going to be decertified at the end of 2016.  

He stated one account was short while the other had additional funds and the City is allowed to make 

adjustments as necessary.  He stated this was needed for next year and the remaining funds would be 

retained for TIF like projects.  He added this process was being done with TIF advisors and once 

approved there would be approximately $99,000 in one fund and $88,000 in the other fund.   

 

Council member DeMers asked the increased tax capacity would be.  Mr. Gorte estimated the amount in 

taxes per year was around $80,000 with a third going to the school and another third going to the 

County.  Council member DeMers commented about an article he read and how there is a change to 

LGA when there is a change in the tax capacity.  Ms. Anderson stated that she would check and see if 

LGA is affected by the decertification of the TIF districts.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

Council President Olstad asked if there were any items that should be pulled.  Council member 

Pokrzywinski requested to pull item six and Council member DeMers requested to pull item nine. 

 

6. Consider adopting the updated Auction Policy allowing some city employees to bid on surplus items 

when an outside agency runs the auction. 

 

7. Consider adopting the Background Check Policy setting guidelines on background checks for 

employees, volunteers, and those applying for city licenses as required by the Municipal Code. 

 

8. Consider adopting the updated Medical Insurance Eligibility Policy which includes the requirements 

regarding the eligibility for insurance for both part time and seasonal employees. 

 

9. Consider adopting the updated Wireless Communication Policy and Allowance setting the maximum 
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allowance to $35.00 per month. 

 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-07-77 approving the amendments to the waste water facility 

plan and submit the plan to Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for review. 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-07-78 approving the sanitary and storm sewer repairs on 4
th

 

Street NW by the Fire Station No. 1. 

 

12. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-07-79 approving an extension to the cable franchise agreement 

between the City of East Grand Forks and Midcontinent Communications. 

 

13. Consider approving the renewal of the 2AM Closing Application for the VFW Post 3817 located at 

312 Demers Ave, East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO APPROVE ITEMS SEVEN (7), EIGHT (8), AND TEN (10) 

THROUGH THIRTEEN (13). 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

6. Consider adopting the updated Auction Policy allowing some city employees to bid on surplus items 

when an outside agency runs the auction. 

 

Council President Olstad asked Mr. Galstad about how this would work with online auctions.  Mr. 

Galstad stated that had been addressed in the policy.  He explained how there were exceptions and that 

no employees were able to bid on forfeited or seized items.  Discussion followed about how no 

employees were allowed to bid on any seized or forfeited property, how a list of eligible items could be 

made so employees knew what items they were allowed to bid on, how language may need to be added 

down the road for clarification, and how council members are not eligible to bid on any of the items.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT THE UPDATED AUCTION POLICY ALLOWING SOME 

CITY EMPLOYEES TO BID ON SURPLUS ITEMS WHEN AN OUTSIDE AGENCY RUNS 

THE AUCTION.  

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

9. Consider adopting the updated Wireless Communication Policy and Allowance setting the maximum 

allowance to $35.00 per month. 

 

Council member DeMers asked if this covered only City employees or if EDA and Water & Light 

employees were included.  Ms. Nelson stated this covered City and EDA employees being primarily 

department heads. Council member DeMers asked if devices included or covered.  Ms. Nelson 

explained that this covered sticks for the police department, a couple tablets, and the rest were cell 



City Council Meeting July 21, 2015 

5 | P a g e  

 

phones.  Council member DeMers asked to have the policy wording changed from phones to devices 

and he also asked about what happens with those using their personal phone for city use.  Ms. Nelson 

explained they get reimbursed for the phone use, nothing else at this time.  Council member DeMers 

asked who decides what is reimbursed.  Ms. Nelson stated that if it was an employee the Department 

Head would have to sign off on the reimbursement or if it was for a Department Head the City 

Administrator would sign off on the reimbursement.  Discussion followed about how many phones were 

in the plan and the process of turning in the paperwork for a reimbursement. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO AMEND THE POLICY AND CHANGE THE WORD PHONES 

TO DEVICES AND CELL PHONE TO WIRELESS DATA SERVICE. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

Mr. Galstad informed the Council that background checks could be done on minors and that the parents 

need to sign the consent form.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE THE WIRELESS COMMUNICATION POLICY AND 

ALLOWANCE SETTING THE MAZIMUM ALLOWANCE TO $35.00 PER MONTH WITH 

THE APPROVED LANGUAGE CHANGE. 

  

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:  

NONE 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  

 

14. Acknowledge Officer Alex Schilke for being named to the Statewide DWI Enforcer All-Star Team. 

 

Chief Hedlund informed the Council that Officer Schilke would have been recognized at a Twins game 

but was unable to attend.  He added how there was a short ceremony held at the City Hall and what a 

great job he has done since joining the department. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:   NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

15. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-07-80 approving modifications to the tax increment plan for 

TIF District 1-1. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-07-80 APPROVING 
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MODIFICATIONS TO THE TAX INCREMENT PLAN FOR TIF DISTRICT 1-1. 
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

16. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-07-81 approving modifications to the tax increment plan for 

TIF District 1-2. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-07-81 APPROVING 

MODIFICATIONS TO THE TAX INCREMENT PLAN FOR TIF DISTRICT 1-2. 
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

17. Consider approving the transit contract between the City of East Grand Forks and Northland 

Community and Technical College for the school year of 2015-2016.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO APPROVE THE TRANSIT CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

EAST GRAND FORKS AND NORTHLAND COMMUNITY AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR OF 2015-2016.   
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

18. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-07-82 approving the appointment of Karl Ohrn as a 

replacement for Anne Temte on the Library Board. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VETTER, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-07-82 APPROVING THE 

APPOINTMENT OF KARL OHRN AS A REPLACEMENT FOR ANNE TEMTE ON THE 

LIBRARY BOARD.  
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

19. Consider adopting Resolution No. 15-07-83 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 22006 for a total of 

$1,021.24 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 15-07-83 AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
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OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM HARDWARE HANK THE 

GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 22006 FOR A TOTAL OF $1,021.24 

WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   
 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

20. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VETTER, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER 

TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Pokrzywinski stated there was an article about a property in Grand Forks regarding 

hoarding issues.  He said how this can be frustrating for neighbors, how this affects property values, and 

how it can make it impossible to sell a home in the neighborhood.  He continued by saying he is 

bringing this forward because this is an issue in many communities and that there needs to be a better 

process or solution for these kinds of situations.    

 

Council Member DeMers commended Chief Hedlund and all those involved who put on the event 

recognizing retired police officers and said how it was a great event.  He added that CNBC reported that 

Minnesota is ranked first in the country for business and how the City should use this to help sell itself 

showing that we have plenty to offer.   

 

Council President Olstad reminded the Council about the meeting with the DNR Commissioner and said 

to meet at the state recreation park office first.   

 

Mr. Boppre said he would try to keep the Council informed about the waste water project.  He asked to 

meet with the committee once a month to help keep the Council informed.  Council President Olstad 

stated that had been discussed and was the intention of the committee.  

 

Mr. Gorte told the Council the EDA Board met earlier in the day and created a loan committee.  He 

stated this committee will review the loan applications, check their eligibility, and be another set of eyes 

to help in the process. 

 

Ms. Ellis reminded the Council of the open house for the Bygland Road study at the Senior Center on 

Thursday, July 23
rd 

beginning at 5:30pm. 
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ADJOURN: 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADJOURN THE JULY 21, 2015 COUNCIL MEETING OF 

THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:44 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Olstad, DeMers, Vetter, Pokrzywinski, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Grassel. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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APPROVED MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD MEMBERS OF THE 
EAST GRAND FORKS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (EDA) 

 
A regular meeting of the Board Members of the East Grand Forks Economic Development 
Authority was held at Noon on June 16, 2015 in the East Grand Forks City Hall Training Room, 
on the first floor in the South Wing, East Grand Forks, MN. 
 
1. Roll Call 
 

Meeting was called to order by President Justin Hecht at 12:03 pm. 
 
EDA Board present at roll, President Justin Hecht, Board Members George Wogaman, 
Chad Grassel and Josh Grinde.  Board Member Mike Pokrzywinski arrived at 12:13. 
 
Absent: Vice-President Chip Shea, Board Member Ralph Messelt 
 
Staff present: Paul Gorte, Economic Development Director; Brenda Ault Executive 
Assistant; Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Nancy Ellis City Planner; David Murphy, City 
Administrator. 
 
Also Present: Don Salwey, Todd & Andrew Gregoire, Barry Wilfahrt, Chamber President; 
Karen Lukasz, Northwest Multi-County Housing Coordinator; and Karen Lunak, Northwest 
Multi-County Housing Director. 
 
Roll Call; President Hecht determined a quorum was present. 
 
Addition to the Agenda: EDD Gorte asked that an Executive Session Sale of the Infill 
Building be added to the agenda. 
 

2. Approval of minutes of the May 19, 2015 Regular Meeting: 
A Motion was made by Board member Grassel, seconded by Board member Wogaman, 
to approve the minutes from the May 19, 2015 Regular Meeting. 
M/S/P- Grassel, Wogaman; 4-0, mc. 
 

 
3. Bills and Communications: 

a. Approval for Accounts Payable for June 16, 2015. 
 

 Finance Director Anderson passed out the financial information on Sunshine Terrace for 
May. CP Ellis explained that $1200 in housekeeping was coded wrong and that would be 
credited back into the Financials.  She also explained that many apartments were being 
updated because of the high turnover recently, so we have purchased another roll of 
carpet. She also pointed out that the salaries were higher this year, than the previous 
two years. This is because some of the salaries were previously paid out of Section 8, 
now they are being paid through Sunshine Terrace. 
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A Motion was made by Board Member Wogaman to approve the Accounts Payable for 
June 16, 2015, was seconded by Board Member Grassel. M/S/P- Wogaman, Grassel; 4-0, 
mc. 
 

 
4. Reports: 
 a. Section 8 Update: 

Karen Lukasz and Karen Lunak were present to report on the progress of the merger of 
the EGF Housing Authority and NW Multi-County, as well as housing assistance utilization 
in the City of East Grand Forks. 
 
Prior to the merger there were 312 vouchers being used in the City of EGF with a 
monthly housing assistance payment to the landlords of $136,370. The number of 
vouchers has steadily grown and as of June 2015, 6 months after the merger, there are 
357 vouchers being used in the city limits with a current monthly housing assistance 
payment of $152,971. An additional benefit to both EGF and participants is the 
opportunity to now participate in additional HA programs, such as Family Self-Sufficiency 
and Homeownership. 
 
b. Delinquencies update: 
Gorte informed the Board that there are currently two accounts that are delinquent on 
payments.  He has contacted one and they have mailed the payment.  He has a meeting 
scheduled with Bydal on Thursday. 
 
Board Member Pokrzywinski arrived at 12:13. 
 
c. Residential Lot Sales: 
Gorte informed the Board that we have closed on one lot in Coulee View and received 
deposits on an additional two lots.  He is working on developing interest in the other 
developments.  Grassel inquired whether the sales now include clay for the lot and Gorte 
indicated that they do. 
 
d. Chamber After Hours: 
This will be held at Hugo’s/Wine & Spirits and hosted by Hugo’s and Forx Rentall on 
Thursday, June 18. 
 
e. Contacts/web site: 
Gorte stated that he has met with firms to get information on redesigning the web site, 
an article has been put in the paper and he is working with the City’s IT Department to 
coordinate on the project. 
 
f. Border Cities Tax Credits update:  
Fairfield Inn/Proll Incorporated has applied for tax credits, a public hearing will be held 
July 7th. 
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5. Unfinished Business:  

a. Delinquencies Policy Revision 
 

EDD Gorte informed the Board that the policy had been before the Council.  The Council 
felt that in some cases, the 3rd missed payment causing a foreclosure would cost the City 
more money than they would recoup.  They requested a policy with more flexibility for 
the 3rd missed payment; the new policy reads: The City may take any action it deems 
appropriate, depending upon the best financial interests of the City, to secure immediate 
or future repayment of the delinquent amounts. 
 

A Motion was made by Board Member Pokrzywinski to approve the Delinquency Policy, 
was seconded by Board Member Grassel. M/S/P- Pokrzywinski, Grassel; 5-0, mc. 

 
 

6. New Business:  
a. Workforce Update:   
Barry Wilfahrt was present to update the Board on the 2015 goals of the Workforce 
Committee. He stated that 60% of the students that participate in the Job Shadow event 
plan to pursue a job in the GF/EGF area. Some of the other programs touched on were 
the Northern Valley Career Expo, Launch New American English, Driver’s Education for 
New Americans, Work-Related Solutions to Public Transportation, Fresh Start Program, 
Strength Veteran and Local Business, Launch Coaching/Mentoring/Training Program, 
Educate Employers on Job Flexibility to attract Senior Employees. Hecht thanked Wilfahrt 
for the information and thanked him for attending. 
 
b. Gregoire request: 
Mr. Gregoire explained to the Board that he currently owns three lots in the Industrial 
Park, he has a buyer for two of the lots.  He has sold lots he has purchased from the City 
before, after developing the property, adding buildings, etc.  Because of the buyer’s 
timeline, he doesn’t have the time to do the improvements.  EDD Gorte explained to the 
group that the current agreement the City has with Mr. Gregoire does not allow this, he 
would recommend, if the Board was in agreement, to make the motion to have the City’s 
Attorney, Ron Galstad, prepare the documents to allow the sale. After discussion, the 
Board felt it was in the City’s best interests to allow the sale. 
 

A Motion was made by Board Member Grassel to instruct CA Galstad to revise the current 
agreement with Mr. Gregoire, to allow the sale, was seconded by Board Member Grinde. 
M/S/P- Grassel, Grinde; 5-0, mc. 
 
c. Salwey request: 
Mr. Salwey was in attendance to ask the Board to move his $5000 grant to the 3rd 
mortgage and allow him to take out a 2nd mortgage on the home, because the builder 
gave him an estimate for the home that was too low. He explained that the builder was 
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new and inexperienced in working up an estimate.  BM Pokrzywinski inquired whether 
Mr. Salwey had enough equity in the home to be able to repay all of the mortgages. Mr. 
Salwey indicated that he did and felt that the home would appraise at well over 
$400,000.  
 

A Motion was made by Board Member Wogaman to approve the request, provided Mr. 
Salwey gives us information, in writing, on his equity in the house and what he was 
borrowing, was seconded by Board Member Pokrzywinski. M/S/P- Wogaman, 
Pokrzywinski; 5-0, mc. 
 
d. TIF Revisions in Preparation for Decertification: 
FD Anderson was present to review the documentation related to TIF District 1-1 and TIF 
District 1-2. This was created in 1988 to provide assistance with modifying the Tax 
Increment Plans for each district in order to reflect all of the transfers and loans that 
occurred prior to 2014 and to ensure the accuracy of the Tax Increment Reports sent to 
the Office of the State Auditor. She has received a letter from Kennedy & Graven that 
recommends things we can do in preparation for next year’s decertification and stated 
that we can use the funds in our TIF fund for any infrastructure that we would like. 
 
A motion was made by Board member Grassel, seconded by Board member 
Pokrzywinski, to allow any remaining funds to be used for infrastructure, after the 
deadline has passed.  M/S/P- Grassel, Pokrzywinski; 5-0, mc. 
 
e. Polk County Single Family Housing Fund Board Appointment: 
Gorte informed the Board that his predecessor, Jim Richter, had sat on the Board, when 
he left, Karen Lukasz was appointed.  However, since she is now an employee, she can’t 
sit on the Board.  He inquired whether the Board would like to appoint him to the Board.  
 
A motion was made by Board member Grassel, to appoint EDD Gorte to the PC Single 
Family Housing Fund Board, was seconded by Board member Wogaman.  M/S/P- 
Grassel, Wogaman; 5-0, mc. 
 
f. Johnson Site: 
EDD Gorte had received an email from Mel & Elmeda Johnson, informing the Board that 
they had property that they own between Hugo’s and Shopko that they are selling. After 
discussion, the Board felt that the cost of the property was prohibitive and declined to 
purchase it at this time.  They instructed EDD Gorte to look for businesses that might be 
interested in purchasing the lot and to work with the Johnson’s to sell the lot. 
 
e. SWOT Activity: 
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats: EDD Gorte would like to coordinate a 
meeting with the City Council and possibly the Planning Commission to cover these topics 
on September 29, 2015.  The Board indicated that would be a good night to set it up. 
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President Hecht stated that at this time, the Board was going into Executive 
Session at 12:57 p.m. and asked everyone who wasn’t on the Board to leave 
the room at this time. 
 
The Board resumed the meeting at 1:07 p.m. 
 

7. Adjournment  
A motion was made by Board member Pokrzywinski, seconded by Board member 
Grassel, to adjourn the meeting at 1:08 pm. M/S/P- Pokrzywinski, Grassel; 5-0, mc. 
 
The next regular meeting is July, 21, 2015 at Noon in the East Grand Forks 
Training Room, First Floor in the South Wing, East Grand Forks City Hall, East 
Grand Forks, MN. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Brenda Ault 
Executive Assistant 

 
 



Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East Grand Forks, 
Minnesota held June 18, 2015 at 5:00 P.M. 
Present:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Absent:   None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Loven seconded by Commissioner Quirk that the minutes of the previous meetings of 
June 4 and 6, 2015 be approved as read. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to authorize the Secretary to issue payment 
of the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of $930,198.97. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk seconded by Commissioner Loven to designate Jeff Olson as the alternate 
representative to the MMPA Board of Directors.  
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Loven seconded by Commissioner Quirk to approve the plans and specs for the WTP 
renovation project; advertise for bids, and set the bid opening for 10 AM on July 14, 2015. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Quirk to adjourn to the next regular meeting on 
July 2, 2015 at 11:30 A.M. for bills and payroll only. 
Voting Aye:  Ogden, Loven, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
 
         Lori Maloney 
         Sec'y 



Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East Grand Forks, 
Minnesota held July 2, 2015 at 11:30 A.M. 
Present:  Loven, Tweten 
Absent:    Ogden, Quirk 
 
The meeting proceeded pursuant to the resolution passed February 6, 1990, pertaining to less than a quorum present to 
consider bills and payroll only. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Loven to authorize the Secretary to issue payment 
of the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of 456,703.45. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten seconded by Commissioner Loven to adjourn to the next regular meeting on 
July 16, 2015 at 5:00 P.M. 
Voting Aye:  Loven, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
 
         Lori Maloney 
         Sec'y 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: July 28, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner 
 
RE: Final Plat approval for Black Gold First Resubdivision  
 

 
BACKGROUND AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION OF REQUEST: 

 
Black Gold is purchasing additional property From Donald Mack to expand their business in the 
Industrial Park.  This new Subdivision is from two separate plats: the replat of Outlots 56 and 57 the 
replat of Outlot 58.  Four existing lots within these lots will be combined to make two lots .   
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

APPLICANTS/PROPERTY OWNERS: Halverson Family Investments LLLP (Black Gold) and Donald 
and Jennifer Mack 

 
REQUESTED ACTION: The applicant is requesting Council final plat approval of Black Gold 
Resubdivision to the City of East Grand Forks. 

 
SITE ZONING/LAND USE: I-2 is the current zoning, Light Industrial. 

 
SURROUNDING ZONING/LAND USE:  
 North:  Highway 2 and property outside of City Limits 
 West:  I-2 zoning, Industrial businesses, storage facility 
 South: I-2 zoning, Industrial businesses, Crystal Sugar 
 East: I-2 zoning, Industrial businesses 
 
LOCATION: The parcel is located just south of the Highway 2 frontage road and west of 8th Ave NE in 
the Industrial Park 
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COMMENTS 
 
We have received an application from Halverson Family Investments LLLP to Replat Outlots 56 and 57 
and Replat Outlot 58 both of Auditor’s Plat of Outlots 17 through 64 into two lots. Lots B, C and part of 
A in the Replat of Outlots 56 and 57 plat will be combined into one lot.  Lot D of the Replat of Outlot 58 
and the remaining portion of Outlot A (in the Outlots 56 and 57 plat) will be combined into the second 
lot. These four lots will be combined into 2 lots with no new easements to be established for utilities. 
 
In addition, by combining these lots a 20’ private access easement will be vacated between the two 
original lots and the paperwork to vacate will be recorded with the County (private not public access 
does not need City approval or hearing for vacation).  This private easement is not currently open to the 
public and therefore should not be an issue with the nearby property owners.  No new utility easements 
will need to be dedicated on the new lot in the plat as all utilities are in the ROW.    Final plat drawings 
are attached. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends preliminary approval of Black Gold First Resubdivision with the following comments: 

1. Submit a digital file to planning office. 
2.  
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 7/22/2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl-Public Works Director 
 
RE: Public Works Restructuring  
 

 
Background:  With the recent vacancy of the Public Works Foreman we feel that this is the time for a 
much needed Department restructuring.  We have been working with Springsted Inc. to develop and 
point the following positions:  Public Works Supervisor and Lead Equipment Operator.  We also had a 
Lead Wastewater/ Stormwater position created and pointed last year, of which the City Council 
approved the advertising for hire. 
 
Short summary of duties: 
 
Supervisor:  Supervise and direct work of staff with the ability to discipline.  Manage Shop’s purchasing 
activities, including parts inventory and work order inputting.  Assist Director as needed. 
 
Lead Equipment Operator:  Leads, plans, trains and directs work of Public Works staff in the field. 
 
 
Recommendations:  Authorize City Administrator to advertise for the hiring of Public Works Supervisor 
and Lead Equipment Operator, and to appoint a Lead WW/SW Operator.  
 
Included with RCA: Job Descriptions 
 
 
 
 
 
 







RESOLUTION NO.  15 – 08 - 84 
 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AGF FEDERAL GRANT FOR $180,326.38 FOR 800 

MHZ RADIOS 

 
Council Member        , supported by Council Member       , introduced the following resolution 

and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, Fire Departments are mandated by the Federal Government to move to narrowband 

radios; and 

 

WHEREAS, Most of Polk County has switched to 800 MHZ narrowband radios already and 

North Dakota has announced its intention to do the same; and 

 

WHEREAS, the East Grand Forks Fire Department has applied to AGF Federal Grant for 

assistance in purchasing 800 MHZ Radios; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Grant Application was completed in conjunction with all the Fire Departments 

in Polk County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Grant Application was for $728,950.75, which the share for the East Grand 

Forks Fire Department is $180,326.38; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fire Chief was notified on July 23
rd

, 2015 that the grant was awarded in the full 

amount; now 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks 

Accepts the AGF Federal Grant of $180,326.38 for 800 MHZ Radios 

     

Voting Aye: . 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: . 

 
The President declared the resolution passed. 

 

 Passed:  August 4, 2015 

Attest: 

 

__________________________________  _________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer       President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 4
th
 day of August, 2015. 

 

      

 __________________________                     

Mayor 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: July 24, 2015 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Mark Olstad, Council Vice 

President Chad Grassel, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Mike Pokrzywinski, Craig 
Buckalew,  Henry Tweten, and Marc DeMers. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Fire Chief Gary Larson  
 
RE: Regional Aid to Firefighter Grant  
 

 
During budget talks last year we discussed moving the City’s radio communication system over to 800 
MHZ radios. This system was built by the State of Minnesota and the Northwest Region is the last to 
change over. The Fire Department applied to the AGF federal grant for assistance in purchasing the radio 
equipment for the fire department in conjunction with all the Fire departments in Polk County. It was a 
grant for the amount of $728,950.75, which the East Grand Forks Fire Department share was 
$180,326.38. 
 
We were notified on July 23 that we did in fact receive the award from FEMA. Our share of the grant is 
$0.15 on the dollar. We were not able to budget for this purchase as budgets were held flat last year. I 
have had a discussion with Karla and David on where we can get the funds. We do not have an exact 
number of what it will cost, but it is in the area of $25,000. 
 
Since we were mandated by the Federal Government to narrowband radios we have had many 
communication problems. Most of Polk County has switched to 800 MHZ already, and North Dakota is 
looking for funding to do the same. Grand Forks dispatch has been in on meeting so the transition will 
include communication with Grand Forks. 
 
It is my recommendation we find the funds to complete this purchase, as the cost of changing the city 
over to 800 MHZ was at $375,000. This would greatly reduce the burden to the city to complete the 
changeover to 800 MHZ radios.  
 
 
Respectfully, 
Gary Larson 
East Grand Forks Fire Chief 

dmurphy
Typewriter

dmurphy
Typewriter





RESOLUTION NO.  15 – 08 - 85 

 
 

Council Member             , supported by Council Member      , introduced the following resolution and 

moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in 

check number 22122 for a total of $196.21. 

 

WHEREAS, Craig Buckalew, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases 

were made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are 

confirmed and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such 

claim on the filing of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 

471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $196.21 paid for such goods is as low as, or lower 

than, the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the purchase was 

made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on August 4, 2015. 

 

Voting Aye:  . 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

Absent: .   

   

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: August 4, 2015 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 4
th

 day of August, 2015. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 



AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Craig Buckalew, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 3
rd

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The City of East Grand Forks check number 22122 for a total of $196.21. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on August 4, 2015. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or 

lower than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the 

claim is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 

 

 Dated: _______________________  

 

 

  _______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 

 








