
APPROVED 

MINUTES 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

Tuesday, December 15, 2009 – 5:00 PM 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for December 15, 2009 was called to 

order by Council President Dick Grassel at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  

Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Dick Grassel, Council Vice President Henry Tweten, 

Council Member Marc Demers, Craig Buckalew, Wayne Gregoire, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Greg 

Leigh. 

 

STAFF PRESENT: 

 

Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Michelle French, Executive Assistant; Ron Galstad, City 

Attorney; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Randy Gust, Fire Chief; 

Austin Skjei, Fire Fighter; Nancy Ellis, Planning & Zoning; Charlotte Helgeson, Library 

Director; Jerry Lucke, Finance Director; John Wachter, Public Works Superintendent; Dave 

Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; and Jim Richter, EDHA Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research 

and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come 

up to the podium to do so. 

 

Representatives from the VFW, American Legion, and Eagles asked why the City Council is allowing 

outside establishments to serve alcohol in the City of East Grand Forks.  Ms Mills gave two examples – 

St. Michaels Fall Fling Fundraiser Event and Cabela’s Customer Appreciation Event.  Ms French stated 



that the establishment that served at the Cabela’s event actually had a Caterers License through the State 

of Minnesota that allows them to go anywhere within the State unless the City has an ordinance against 

this license, which we don’t.  Ms French informed City Council that they approved a Temporary Liquor 

License to the Eagles Club for the St. Michaels event and also to Knights of Columbus.  She stated that 

St. Michaels must have talked to multiple vendors adding confusion.   

 

Chief Gust introduced Austin Skjei from Crookston, Minnesota who is the new Fire Fighter for the City 

of East Grand Forks.   

 

Mr. Dempsey, 213 3
rd

 St. NW, expressed his concern regarding the budget process and explained what 

was published in the paper.  Mr. Dempsey felt that this Council has power struggles.  He stated that he 

agrees with the Mayor on not going higher than a 5% increase because tax payers are struggling the way it 

is.  Mr. Dempsey inquired about Water and Light and wanted to know who has the control over this 

department.  Council Member Leigh and Council Tweten thanked the residents for any comments 

regarding this budget process. 

 

Robert “Punky” Beauchamp, 435 Greenwood Dr. SE, announced that he is concerned with the $100,000.  

He suggested setting that money aside for a project or building maintenance.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of December 1, 2009. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of December 8, 2009. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER DEMERS, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) THROUGH TWO (2) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:   

 

3. Consider approving the request to award the bid to Dahlstrom Motors, Inc. for two (2) 2009 Chevrolet 

4 Door Impalas for a total bid price of $22,000. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST TO AWARD THE BID TO 

DAHLSTROM MOTORS, INC. FOR TWO (2) 2009 CHEVROLET 4 DOOR IMPALAS FOR A 

TOTAL BID PRICE OF $22,000. 

 

Council Member Gregoire stated that he is not going to support this purchase because these vehicles have 

less miles on them than what most of us drive daily.  This money can be used elsewhere.  Council 

President Grassel informed City Council that the money is coming from the Police Auctions and this year, 



they made around $33,000.  Chief Hedlund stated that he had $20,000 in the capital plan.  He stated that if 

these vehicles are replaced now, the taxpayers would not be affected.  Council Member Buckalew asked if 

these funds need to be used this year.  Chief Hedlund stated that the funds need to be used by the Police 

Department according to the Statute.  Mr. Dempsey questioned the $100,000 a year in overtime and asked 

if the funds can be used towards DUI’s.  Chief Hedlund stated that he understands that these funds cannot 

be used to offset the budget. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   Gregoire. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 
 

4. Consider adopting Resolution No. 09-12-88 a Resolution enabling elected and/or appointed 

officials of the City of East Grand Forks to be covered by the Minnesota Workers Compensation 

Law. 

 

5. Consider approving the application for an Exempt Gambling Permit for a raffle for the Min-Dak 

Border Chapter of Minnesota Deer Hunters to be held February 6, 2010 at the Eagles Club, 227 

10
th

 St. NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721 and waive the 30-day waiting period.  

 

6. Consider approving the application for an Exempt Gambling Permit for a raffle for the 

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Assn, MN Chapter to be held January 23, 2010 at the Eagles Club, 

227 10
th

 St. NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721 and waive the 30-day waiting period.  

 

7. Consider approving the application for a Special Event for the Red River Sled Dog Derby on 

February 26, 2010 through February 28, 2010. 

 

8. Consider approving the request to hire a full-time Wastewater Operator 1 and direct Civil Service 

to advertise internally. 

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 09-12-89 a Resolution authorizing the redemption of General 

Obligation Water Revenue Bonds, Series 2001. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO APPROVE CONSENT MOTIONS NUMBER FOUR (4) THROUGH 

NINE (9) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

 

10. The minutes of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission for November 5, 2009. 



COMMUNICATIONS:   

 

11. Acknowledging the retirement of Benjamin Smith effective December 31, 2009 and thank him for his 

years of dedicated service to the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

Mr. Wachter announced that Public Works will be having a retirement party December 18
th

 at noon at the 

City Shop for Mr. Smith and Mr. Kotrba. 

OLD BUSINESS:   

12. Reconsider Resolution No. 09-12-85 as amended a Resolution approving the 2009 Tax Levy, 

Collectable in 2010. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO RECONSIDER RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-85 AS AMENDED A 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 2009 TAX LEVY, COLLECTABLE IN 2010. 

 

Council President Grassel announced that the City Council had a levy proposal of 12.8% and the 

Department Heads, City Administrator, and Finance Director worked to lower the proposal.  Mayor 

Stauss stated during the budget meetings that he would veto anything over 5%.  Council President Grassel 

stated that City Council cannot vote at a Work Session but a 4.6% levy increase was discussed.  

December 1, 2009 City Council Meeting, Council Member DeMers came with an amended Resolution of 

8.8% levy increase.  Council President Grassel stated that the 8.8% levy increase is equivalent to 3.2% tax 

increase.   

 

Council Member DeMers stated that this is absolutely a power struggle.  He had questions about the 

$100,000 too and talked to the Finance Director about that.  He is in favor of lowering taxes too.   

 

Council Vice President Tweten stated that the most important issue is open government.  This City 

Council went item by item in the budget meetings and we don’t need surprises.  He stated that a 4.6% 

levy increase will work. 

 

Mayor Stauss announced that the hardest job as an elected official is adopting a budget.  He stated that 

after the Work Session, he thought there was a consensus of 4.6%. 

 

Council Member Pokrzywinski stated that you can’t believe everything you read, Council Member 

DeMers and himself expressed their concern at the Work Sessions. 

 

Dale Helms, 613 2
nd

 Ave. NE, informed City Council that nobody wants to come to these meetings.  He 

stated that everything is going up from the insurance, gas, etc.  He asked Council Member DeMers and 

Council Member Pokrzywinski how anyone could agree right after a proposal.   

 

Mr. Huizenga stated that the motion is to reconsider the 8.8% levy.  He informed City Council that there 

needs to be six yes votes to override the Mayor’s veto. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   Leigh and Tweten. 



 

13. Reconsider Resolution No. 09-12-86 as amended a Resolution to adopt 2010 Budget and to authorize 

specific financial related activities.   

 

Mr. Huizenga stated that this Resolution is based on the 8.8% levy increase and also needs six votes to 

override.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO RECONSIDER RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-86 AS AMENDED A 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT 2010 BUDGET AND TO AUTHORIZE SPECIFIC FINANCIAL 

RELATED ACTIVITIES.   

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   Leigh and Tweten. 

 

Mr. Huizenga stated that he provided a copy of a Resolution proposing a 5% levy increase and would like 

to see the City Council suspend the rules.  Council Member DeMers stated that he cannot understand how 

anyone can vote on a new resolution under such short notice.  Mayor Stauss stated that he would like to 

see a 4.6% increase but he will not veto anything over 5%.  Council Member Leigh stated that he will be 

sticking with the 4.6%.  Council Member Pokrzywinski would like to see a special meeting.  Mayor 

Stauss asked the Council to vote on the 5%.    

 

SUSPENSION OF RULES: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, THAT THE COUNCIL DESIRES TO SUSPEND THE RULES 

AND CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TWO (2) ACTION (S). 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GREGOIRE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-92 A RESOLUTION 

APPROVING 2009 TAX LEVY, COLLECTION IN 2010. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   Leigh and Tweten. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GREGOIRE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-93 A RESOLUTION TO 

ADOPT THE 2010 BUDGET AND TO AUTHORIZE SPECIFIC FINANCIAL RELATED 

ACTIVITIES. 

 

Voting Aye:     Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   Leigh and Tweten. 

 



NEW BUSINESS:   

14. Consider adopting Resolution No. 09-12-90 a Resolution to direct the Metropolitan Planning 

Organization to conclude its quiet zone study to note that East Grand Forks will not participate in a 

quiet zone implementation for fiscal year 2010 or 2011 until further funding become available.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-90 A RESOLUTION 

TO DIRECT THE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION TO CONCLUDE ITS 

QUIET ZONE STUDY TO NOTE THAT EAST GRAND FORKS WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN 

A QUIET ZONE IMPLEMENTATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2010 OR 2011 UNTIL FURTHER 

FUNDING BECOME AVAILABLE.   

 

Council President Grassel stated that this Resolution supports all crossings to remain open until funding 

becomes available.  Council Member DeMers stated that three Planning and Zoning Commissioners 

would like to close one intersection.  He stated that closing Central would make things safer.  Council 

Vice President Tweten stated that we need to be cautious on closing roads, once they are closed, they will 

be gone for good.  Council Member Leigh stated that he is not in favor of any closings.  Ms Ellis stated 

that the Resolution will show where East Grand Forks stands in this report.   

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   DeMers. 

 

CLAIMS:  

 

15. Consider adopting Resolution No. 09-12-91 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check number 4922 for a total of 

$411.84 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 09-12-91 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBER 4922 FOR A TOTAL 

OF $411.84 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

16. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

3D Specialties Nemisis Safety Glasses $49.38 

Acme Electric Companies 6' Eazy Stop Lanyard $234.83 

Advanced Business Methods Inc Copier Contract $175.64 



American Tire Service Tire Repair #117 $1,860.30 

American Tire Service Inc Tires #541 $689.88 

Ameripride Linen & Apparel Services Mop/Laundry/Towels $240.98 

Aqua Water Solutions Water Service $33.10 

Arrowwood Resort Lodging/Grassel/Stauss/Huizenga $371.92 

Becker Arena Products Inc Spreader Cloth $324.52 

Border States Electric Supply Lights $56.04 

Brewitz Billy Gas Reimb Fargo/MHD $59.03 

Brite-Way Window Cleaning Riverwalk Windows $50.00 

Bruce Jay Clean Demers Building $60.00 

C&R Laundry & Cleaners Laundry Nov 09/ PD/FD/Campground $468.19 

Cash Don Nov 09 Dial-A-Ride $1,587.66 

Centro Print Solutions W2's & 1099 Misc $275.89 

CHEMetrics Inc Test Kit $64.76 

Civic Plus Website Development $2,504.00 

Cole Papers Inc Can Liners $66.47 

Commercial Maintenance Chemical Corp San Swr Degreaser/Granular $881.74 

Dave's Snow Removal Dec 2009 Snow Removal $180.00 

Degeiness Chad Reimb Hockey Fees $325.00 
Diamond Cleaning Supply Richard 
Papenfuss Window Squeege W/ Sponge $29.46 

Display Sales Co Banner Rods/Pins $542.93 

East Grand Developers Commission For Lot Sales Lot 8 & 9 Block 1 Waters Edge $1,800.00 

Egeland Bobbie Gas To Fargo $29.03 

Explorer Post #38 Squad Cleaning $100.00 

Filter Care Washed Filters $194.47 

Flat Plains Services Inc Snow Removal/Second Payment $282.50 

Floan Sanders Prof Services $12,377.45 

Forte Professional Floor Care Floor Striping/Waxing $175.00 

G&K Services Mats $165.65 

Gaffaneys Calendars $53.13 

Galstad Jensen & McCann PA Prof Services $9,137.25 

GF City Utility Billing Landfill Nov 09 $14,037.20 

GF Herald Monthly Dinner & Dance $36.89 

GGF Convention & Visitors Bureau Lodging Tax Sept 09 & Oct 09(E Grand Inn) $1,283.33 

Gopher State Lawn Sprinklers Fall Blow Out Sprinklers $133.63 

Grand Forks City 3rd Qtr Bus Service 2009 $45,729.00 

Grand Forks Prairie Business Econ Dev/With Comm Profile $638.00 

Hajicek Rick Cleaning Services $399.00 

Hardware Hank Maint Supplies $411.84 

Hatton Ford Inc 2010 Ford F250 1FTNF2B55AEA92719 $21,409.71 

Heartland Paper Repair NOB Twin Vacuum/Garbage Can Liners $461.99 

Integra Telecom LD Service $167.43 



Kar Products Inv Parts $131.77 

Kellermeyer Building Service Cleaning Service $3,099.38 

Laker Chemical San Swr Lift Station Degreaser $1,611.14 

Loeslie Stacy Refund For Markson $70.00 

Lumber Mart Lumber $34.07 

Lund Ross Reimb Ref Fees Level III $80.00 

McDonald's of EGF Prisoner Meals $48.78 

Metropolitan Planning Organization Local Share Oct 09 $9,167.83 

MN Chief of Police Association 2010 Membership Dues $265.00 

MN Drivers & Vehicle Services License & Registration Parks F250 92719 $1,439.00 

MN Hockey Hockey Registration $30.00 

MN Rec & Park Association Membership Dues/D.Aker $183.00 

MN State Treasurer - Treasury Division Police Vehicle Auction $471.42 

Newman Signs Sign Rental $2,370.00 

Northern Plumbing Supply Breaker Repair Kit $5.98 

Nyberg Thomas Vacuum Repair $134.71 

O'Reilly Auto Parts Maint Supplies $469.31 

Obermiller Nelson Engineering Inc Electrical Design $227.50 

Pamida Supplies/Customer Id 02790447 $3.21 

Peterson Veterinarian Clinic P.C. Nov 09 Pound Report $447.88 

Polk County Attorney-Widseth Police Vehicle Auction $7,093.84 

Polk County DAC Shredding Services $39.83 

Poolman Mark & Leann Deferred Loan Agreement $5,000.00 

Praxair Distribution Cylinder Rental $18.47 

Premium Waters Inc Water Service $34.12 

Quill Corp Office Supplies $256.62 

Roto Rooter Clogged Drain $80.00 

Rydell Chevrolet Tail Light Socket #302 $103.14 

Sherlock Trucking Crushed Gravel/Sullivan Township $598.40 

Stennes Granite O/C 3 Graves $1,425.00 

Streichers Uniforms $857.55 

Sun Dot Communications ADSL/DSL  Internet Service $138.49 

Tab Products Co Office Supplies $40.33 

Titan Access Account Late Fee/Finance Charge $25.55 

Tony Dorn Inc Copier Fees $147.67 

True Temp Furnace/Garage Unit/Broken Pipes/Boiler Switch Repairs $1,014.87 

Uniforms Unlimited Inc. Uniforms $1,286.59 

US Hockey Hockey Registration $150.00 

Vonasek Terry Safety Boots $75.00 

Wagner Construction 08 CP 1 Est 14 Wastewater Improvements $33,665.10 

Waste Mgmt Refuse/Recycle Service $29,845.12 

Water & Light Department Monthly Service $33,936.76 

Waterous Company Parts For 404 Pump $369.38 



Xerox Corporation Base Charge For Nov 09 $21.79 

 
Total $256,667.82 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER 

TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Buckalew stated that it is important to get residents opinions on all matters within the 

City. 

 

Council Member Gregoire announced that this has been a tough budget process and requires a lot of work 

from staff.   

 

Mr. Huizenga stated that January 14, 2010 the Chamber will have its annual dinner, if you are interested 

in attending to please let Ms French know.  He announced that there will be a closed meeting on labor 

negotiations after the Work Session.   

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW, TO ADJOURN THE DECEMBER 15, 2009 REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:22 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:     Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Grassel, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 

 

 


