
APPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2014 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for October 21, 2014 was called to order by 

Council President Buckalew at 5:01 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & 

Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; 

Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City 

Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  and Jason Stordahl, Public Works 

Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

SWEARING IN OF OFFICER CHERYL SEVIGNY: 

 

Chief Hedlund swore in Officer Sevigny as a new police officer for the East Grand Forks Police 

Department.  The City Council congratulated and welcomed her to East Grand Forks.  

 

PLAQUE PRESENTATION: 

 

Mayor Stauss stated how the Knoff Family have helped with many things and have been good citizens 

to have in East Grand Forks.  He thanked Mr. Kerry Knoff for serving on the EDHA Board and added 

how he know it has not been easy, but thanked him for what he had done for the community.  Mr. Knoff 

commented how there is a duty for citizens to serve on boards and organizations.  He stated how young 

families are moving into the area and how important it is for them to become involved which helps them 

get to know people as well as the community.  Council President Buckalew thanked Mr. Knoff for his 

time spent on the EDHA Board and commented on how helpful he was on the Board since he had 

previously worked in housing.   

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of October 7, 2014. 

 

2. Consider approving the minute summary of the “Closed Special Session” for the East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota City Council of October 7, 2014. 

 

3. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of October 14, 2014. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) THROUGH THREE (3). 

 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:    

 

4. Public Hearing to consider adopting Resolution 14-10-95 adopting the assessment rolls 328-332 for  

2011 Assessment Job 2 & 3 – Utilities and Street Improvements – Industrial Park for a total 

assessment of 164,440.08. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

Mr. Boppre informed the Council that the City had received funding from both the federal EDA and 

DEED for this project.  He added that using these funds were able to significantly cut down on the 

amounts of assessments.  He said how the street had been paved in 2013.   

 

Michael Gornowicz, 1222 Gateway Dr NE and owner of Fert-L-Lawn, asked if any part of the 

assessments had been paid prior.  Mr. Boppre said no.  Mr. Gornowicz asked if he will be getting 

reassessed for the frontage road when that is repaired.  Mr. Boppre explained how at the next work 

session they will be bringing forward a capital improvement plan for repairing streets in the City.  He 

told Mr. Gornowicz that more than likely they will be assessed because they will have end benefit. 

 

Council member Tweten commented how 50% of the funding for this project came from the federal 

government, 25% of the funding came from the State, and how further expansion is needed in the 

Industrial Park since all of the lots have been purchased.    
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

Council President Buckalew stated that Mr. Stordahl had some information regarding one of these items.  

Mr. Stordahl informed the Council that he had checked again with MNDOT about who had the 

responsibility for repairs that were needed on the off ramp from Highway 2.  He explained how he had 

made many phone calls to the MNDOT office and had received different answers.  He stated that the last 

person that he spoke with reviewed the agreement the City had entered into with MNDOT in 1961 and 

other agreements and said how this repair did not look like it was the responsibility of the City.  Mr. 

Stordahl added that this person was going to review this with his supervisor and get back to the City.  He 

stated that the Council could choose to proceed with awarding this to Miller Motivations or they could 

wait for MNDOT’s response.  Council member Tweten asked if the City would be reimbursed from 

MNDOT if they moved forward with the project.  Mr. Stordahl said they would not be reimbursed.  

Council Vice-President Leigh asked to have this taken off and wait to see how MNDOT moves forward 

with this.   

5. Consider adopting the pay plan for seasonal employees which incorporates the minimum wage 

increase passed by the State of Minnesota.   

 

6. Consider approving the request to replace the carpeting in Fire Station No. 1 with carpet squares 

from Brian’s Flooring for the amount of $11,950.00.  

 

7. Consider awarding the job of repairing the off ramp from Highway 2 to Miller Motivations for the 

amount of $10,325.00.  

 

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-10-96 formally accepting the COPS Grant, entering into an 

agreement with the East Grand Forks Public School splitting the cost on the School Resource 

Officer, and authorizing a hiring process to start when necessary to fill this position. 

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-10-97 authorizing the East Grand Forks Police Department to 

enter into an agreement with neighboring communities to share the grant of $45,158.32 and have 

East Grand Forks be the fiscal agent and administer the Towards Zero Deaths Grant. 

 

10. Consider approving the purchase of eight 800 ARMER portable radios for the Police Department 

from Stone’s Radio for the amount $29,189.00 with $20,000 being paid for by the City and the 

remainder being paid for by funds from Polk County. 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-10-98 authorizing the City Engineers to draft and submit a 

letter of intent making the City eligible for TAP funds to help pay for a bikeway along Bygland 

Road.  
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12. Consider approving the request for striping and signage to be placed in the parking lot by the Neil 

Law Office. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE ITEMS FIVE (5) THROUGH TWELVE (12) 

EXCLUDING ITEM SEVEN (7). 

 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

7. Consider awarding the job of repairing the off ramp from Highway 2 to Miller Motivations for the 

amount of $10,325.00.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER HELMS, TO AWARD THE JOB OF REPAIRING THE OFF RAMP FROM 

HIGHWAY 2 TO MILLER MOTIVATIONS FOR THE AMOUNT OF $10,325.00. 

 

Council President Buckalew asked Mr. Stordahl how long the bid is good for.  Mr. Stordahl said bids are 

typically good for 30 days but there was a good chance this company would honor this bid throughout 

the fall of this year.  He added that MNDOT should be getting him an answer about this in a week or 

two.  Council President Buckalew stated that they will know by the next meeting so if needed the 

Council could vote on this project then.  Council member Helms asked Mr. Stordahl to keep contacting 

MNDOT so the City gets a response because this project could be taken care of this fall.  Council 

President Buckalew asked if MNDOT would bid out this job.  Mr. Stordahl stated that it would depend 

on the cost.  He said that he would update the Council at the next work session.   

 

Voting Aye: Leigh. 

Voting Nay: Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

13. Special meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission from September 15, 

2014. 

 

14. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission from September 18, 

2014. 

 

15. Special meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission from September 22, 

2014. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

16. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-10-95 adopting the assessment rolls 328-332 for 2011 
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Assessment Job 2 & 3 – Utilities and Street Improvements – Industrial Park for a total assessment of 

164,440.08.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-10-95 ADOPTING THE 

ASSESSMENT ROLLS 328-332 FOR 2011 ASSESSMENT JOB 2 & 3 – UTILITIES AND 

STREET IMPROVEMENTS – INDUSTRIAL PARK FOR A TOTAL ASSESSMENT OF 

164,440.08. 

 

Council member Vetter asked if the EDA was going to be paying the assessments.  Ms. Nelson informed 

the council that the assessment roll had not been updated but it was the current property owners that 

would be assess, not the EDA Authority. 

 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

17. Consider approving the Civic Recreation Center and VFW Memorial Arena Lease Agreement 

between the City of East Grand Forks and the East Grand Forks Public School District. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER HELMS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE THE CIVIC RECREATION CENTER AND VFW 

MEMORIAL ARENA LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS AND THE EAST GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT. 

 

Mr. Murphy stated that he had received proposed boards to have up in the Civic Center showing how 

things will look when the project has been completed which he had passed out.  He also informed the 

council that he had met with the School Superintendent, Mr. Pace, and discussed how the next 

agreement will be changed to match the fiscal year of the school and how the school will be helping pay 

for the locker room renovation.  Council Vice-President Leigh said that enclosed seating was not 

included in the original project because it would cost too much but it was included in the story board.  

Mr. Murphy stated they think they can add it in and stay within the project budget.  Discussion followed 

about how a Memorandum of Understanding should be passed since the new contract with new terms 

would be put in place before the current agreement would have expired.     

 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

18. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-10-99 transferring the housing program to the Northwest 

Minnesota Multi-County Housing Authority. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER HELMS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-10-99 TRANSFERRING THE 

HOUSING PROGRAM TO THE NORTHWEST MINNESOTA MULTI-COUNTY HOUSING 

AUTHORITY. 
 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 
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19. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-10-100 accepting a proposal for auditing services and entering 

into a three year agreement.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-10-100 ACCEPTING A PROPOSAL 

FOR AUDITING SERVICES AND ENTERING INTO A THREE YEAR AGREEMENT WITH 

BRADY MARTZ. 

 

Council member Tweten explained the summary schedule and how the amount per year was not to 

exceed the amounts listed.  Council member Vetter stated that he has nothing against Brady Martz but 

he will be voting no because it is good to make changes from time to time.  Council President Buckalew 

commented the scope of work would be changing with housing transferring and asked if there was going 

to be a reduction in the bill to reflect that.  Mr. Murphy stated that for 2014 housing would still be 

included but he would have to check and see if there would be a change for 2015 and 2016.   

   

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Helms, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay: Vetter and Olstad. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

20. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-10-101 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks 

to approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 19963 for a total 

of $2,108.63 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-10-101 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 19963 FOR A 

TOTAL OF $2,108.63 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY 

INTERESTED FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   
 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

21. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER HELMS, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER 

TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 
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COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Helms thanked Ms. Ellis for making sure a yard had been cleaned up.  Ms. Ellis stated 

how a rental inspection was coming up and they will be addressing issues during that inspection.    
 

Council President Buckalew thanked Mr. Kerry Knoff for his years of service for serving on the Board 

and previously as an employee.  

 

Ms. Ellis informed the Council that Cities Area Transit has been working with the State of Minnesota to 

provide free bus service on Election Day so people are able to make it to the polls.  She added that Dial-

A-Ride service will also provide free for trips to and from the polling locations and that information will 

be sent out about this service. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER HELMS, TO ADJOURN THE OCTOBER 21, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:38 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 


