
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2014 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Request for Cell Tower Location – Nancy Ellis 

 

2. Parcel 40.00149.00 Discussion – Nancy Ellis 

 

3. Review of Extension to Township Fire Contracts – David Murphy 

 

4. Request for Kitchen Repairs at Fire Station No. 1 – Gary Larson 

 

5. Request to Repair Windows at Blue Line Arena – Dave Aker 

 

6. Street Improvements – Jason Stordahl 

 

7. Request for Motor Grader Rental – Jason Stordahl 

 

8. Request to Declare Surplus Property – Jason Stordahl 

 

9. Discussion on Spring & Fall Cleanup – Jason Stordahl 

 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Regular Council Meeting – November 4, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Special Meetings and Work Session – November 10, 2014 – 4:00 PM – Training Room  

Regular Council Meeting – November 18, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – November 25, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: October 28, 2014 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter,  Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, Dale 
Helms and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner 
 
RE: Verizon Wireless cell tower proposal on city property 
 

 
 
 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

We have received a request from Verizon Wireless looking to construct a monopole cell tower and equipment 
shelter on City property around near the VFW arena (or other city properties on the south end).  I am including a 
sketch plan of the location and will have the GIS available to see the aerial photo.  They are looking at a location to 
place a tower on the south end and are approaching the City to see if we are interested in leasing land to them.  
This is in the planning phase only, no permits are requested at this time.  THIS IS THE SECOND PROPOSAL 
BASED ON YOUR INPUT.   
 
Verizon is proposing to erect a 65’ stealth monopole tower with an 11.5’ X 29.5’ equipment shelter.  This facility 
would fill a void in wireless services caused by a lack of capacity to handle the increasing data usage of Verizon 
customers.  The facility must be set back 200’ from the nearest adjacent property.  The tower has been designed to 
blend into the surrounding area like a flag pole.   
 
If you decide to move forward with leasing to Verizon, a number of steps will need to occur.  Verizon staff will 
need to obtain an Engineering locate, prepare engineered drawings, obtain clearance from the FAA and FCC and 
prepare documents to meet our cell tower permit requirements.  As well, lease paperwork and lease payement 
negotiations must begin.  As well, a Special Use Permit would be required to construct a tower if we find a location 
to lease to Verizon. 
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Request for Board Consideration 
 
 
Date: October 28, 2014 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  David Murphy – East Grand Forks City Administrator 
 
RE: Rural Fire Service Contract Extension.  
 

 
Background 
 
The Rural Fire Service Area Townships of Bygland, Grand Forks, Huntsville, Keystone, Nesbit, 
Rhinehart and Sullivan have given us a proposed Extension to the Agreement For Fire Services.  The 
extension agreement as proposed runs for five years starting on April 1, 2015.  Representatives from the 
Townships will be there to answer any questions the Council may have and to give their reasoning for 
the provisions in the extension. 
 
Recommendation. 
 
The contract extension is not scheduled to take effect until April 1, 2015 so the Council has some time 
before a decision needs to be made.  I recommend that the Council listen to the Townships regarding the 
extension and reasoning for the rate of increase proposed. 
 
There are two terms in the extension that Council should discuss and research prior to approval.  They 
are: 
 
 The requirement that the City will not charge the township or its residents for service calls 
during the period. 
 
 The requirement that the City implement a $5 utility assessment on City Residents and continue 
to do so throughout the term. 
 
I am not opposed to these conditions, however I would like some discussion between staff and Council 
whether these are definite terms of the agreement or should be allowed to be amended through mutual 
agreement of the two parties. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date:  
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Fire Chief Gary Larson 
 
RE: Fire Station 1 Cabinet, Drawers, and Countertop repair 
 

 
The drawers and countertops in Station 1 are in need of repair. The drawers were built with particle 
board and have been repaired many times. We have received bids to build new drawers, and install new 
countertops in the kitchen, dispatch area, and Chiefs office. They will be made to more of a commercial 
spec to alleviate future problems. 
 
We have received two bids and have cut items to be repaired to meet the budget of the Capital 
Improvement Plan. We have a bid from Radi Custom Woodworking for $16103.75, and a bid from 
Northland Custom Woodworking for $10700.00. 
 
It would be my recommendation to accept the bid from Northland Custom Woodworking in the 
amount of $10700.00. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
Gary Larson 
Fire Chief 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date:   October 16, 2013 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Chad Grassel, Dale Helms, Mark  Olstad, Henry 
Tweten and Clarence Vetter. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Dave Aker 
 
RE: Replace the broken windows at the Blue Line Arena 
 

 
 
Background:  
 
We have around eight windows that have been broken over at the Blue Line Arena and I would like to 
replace the windows with steel siding.  There is a possibility of not getting the steel siding that matches 
up with what we have now but they will get as close as they can.  I have bids to take out 20 windows 
and have new framing, insulation and panels put in where the windows are now.  I would like to keep 
five windows on the west side and that would reduce the cost by $1,296.00. 
 
Recommendation:  
 
 I recommend that we take the bid of Sterling Carpet One for $5,184, minus $1,296 for the five windows 
we are keeping for a total of $3,898.00.  We have $16,000 in capital to do this project so I think it would 
save $12,000 if we do it. 
    
Enclosures:  Bids 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 10-23-2014 

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice   

President Greg Leigh, Council members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Henry Tweten,  Mark Olstad, and 
Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl (Public Works Director) and Steve Emery (WSN engineer) 
 
RE: Street Improvement Plan 

 
Typically the City has been performing bituminous streets improvements (mill/overlay and seal coat) on 
a 7-10 year cycle.  It has now been 8 years since the last Citywide Street Improvement project.  At the 
request of Mr. Murphy, we have started to prepare a long range street improvement plan.  The process 
was started by analyzing the data that our ICON management software program produced, followed by 
a visual inspection of all streets.  We then produced a map that indicates our recommendations for 
which streets need repair and in what years, along with a cost estimate to repair.  We will be asking 
Council for input and direction for moving forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: Approve staff to move forward with 2015 street improvements by authorizing 
preparation of a report of feasibility. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 10/20/2014 

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice   

President Greg Leigh, Council members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Henry Tweten,  Mark Olstad, and 
Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director 
 
RE: Winter Equipment Lease 

 
 
Background:  The Public Works Department leases a motor grader for snow removal each snow season.  
I received the following estimates for the 2014-2015 winter rental season: 
 
Butler Machine   $2,295.00 per month, plus $72.00 per hour 
 
RDO    $3,450.00 per month, plus $40.00 per hour after 100 hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  Approve the lease agreement with RDO. 
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Jason 
 
 
Rental rate for MG for this season snow rate 
140M AWD is $1,380 per month @ $59 hour 
140M standard $1,325 per month @ $55 hour 
Add snow wing $915 per month @ $13 hour 
 
 
We will take care of you 
 
 
Thanks 

 
Clay Smaaladen | Butler Machinery Company | C.A.T. 
1201 S 46th St | Grand Forks, ND, 58201 | P 701-780-7771 | C 701-739-0888 

Butler Values | Our Team • Customer Driven • Accountability • Integrity • Excellence  

www.butlermachinery.com 
 

   

  

 
This email is intended only for the use of the individual(s) or entity (entities) to which it is addressed and may contain information that is PRIVILEGED and/or CONFIDENTIAL. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please delete it and any attachments immediately, without opening them. Protecting the security and privacy of your data is important to us. 
Please see our website for our complete Data and Privacy Policy. 
. 
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Rental Agreement GF721474
RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 6565 Gateway Drive, Grand Forks, ND 58203

Phone: (701) 402-7904 Fax: (701) 772-9620

Invoice To: Location of Use:
EAST GRAND FORKS MN

CITY OF E. GRAND FORKS (Lessee) POLK
CITY SHOP 119
PO BOX 373
E GRAND FORKS, MN 56721
ID: 2483010

The following equipment, term, start, and end dates are all approximated and subject to change. RDO Equipment Co. reserves the right to replace
equipment with "like" equipment at any time. Applicable taxes to apply.

Year/Make/Model Serial Number # Term Rate Start Est. End Retail

2009 JOHN DEERE 772GP DW772GP626079 5 Monthly $3,450.00 11/03/2014 04/01/2015 $190,000.00

Total rate for all equipment per term $3,450.00
Estimated Taxes $0.00
Estimated Total Per Term (Approx) $3,450.00

Comments - Terms / Additional Charges
RATE: $3450 FOR 100 HOURS PER MONTH. $40 PER HOUR OVER THE 100 HOUR LIMIT

TERMS & CONDITIONS OF RENTAL AGREEMENT

RDO Equipment Co. (“RDO”) agrees to rent equipment, motor vehicles, and other personal property (“Equipment”) to Lessee only upon the following terms and conditions:

1.The rental rate for Equipment covers normal use only not to exceed 8-hours/1day, 40 hour/week, or 100 hours/month, based on 20 working days. Any excess use will be
prorated against the appropriate rate and charged to the Lessee.  If Equipment is operated on a job site deemed to be severe conditions, including but not limited to sites
containing rock, which causes excessive wear and tear a surcharge of 25% of the normal rental rate will be added to said normal rate, and be the responsibility of Lessee. 
Lessee shall still be responsible for any damages to rental Equipment used on a site containing rock, in addition to the rock surcharge.  The Equipment will be transported to and
from RDO’s place of business at Lessee’s expense.  Rental begins when items are delivered to Lessee and continues until items are picked up by or returned to an RDO location
of RDO’s choice.  Equipment must be checked in at the office during normal business hours.  No allowance will be made for holidays, time in transit or any prior time the
Equipment may not be in actual use while in Lessee’s possession.
2.INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS (Notice about your financial responsibility and optional loss damage waiver) Prior to renting the following minimum insurance requirements
must be met.  RDO must receive a current “Certificate of Insurance” naming it as “Certificate Holder” or Additional Insured” for general liability (Mandatory) with limits of liability not
less than $500,000 combined single limit per occurrence (bodily injury including death and property damage) unless greater liability limits are specified, and as “Certificate
Holder” or “ Loss Payee” for physical damage for the full value of the Equipment .  Most customers, for convenience, issue one certificate covering their policy period stating “all
sites and operations” instead of obtaining a new certificate for each individual rental.  Should Lessee not provide RDO with physical damage insurance coverage, a Loss Damage
Waiver fee of 14% of the rental charge will be assessed.  If there are damages to the Equipment, and the Loss Damage Waiver fee for physical damage coverage applies,
coverage is subject to a $3,000 per occurrence deductible which Lessee is liable for.  However, LOSS DAMAGE WAIVER will not protect Lessee if: (a) Damage is from willful,
wanton, reckless or intentional conduct; (b) Damage is from lack of lubrication or maintenance of necessary oil, water, and air pressure levels; (c) Damage or loss is a result of
overloading or exceeding the rated capacity of the Equipment; (e) Damage is from natural disaster.  The damage waiver DOES NOT cover bodily injury or other property damage
claims.
3.Unless otherwise required by RDO, Lessee shall pay the rental sums due as follows: net payment to be received by RDO within thirty (30) days from date of RDO invoice.
Lessee agrees that RDO can charge invoices to a credit card, Farm Plan, or PowerPlan account on file with RDO. Should Lessee fail to pay any part of the sum or any other sum
required by Lessee to be paid to RDO within thirty (30) days from date of invoice, all past due amounts shall bear a finance charge at the rate of one percent (1.0%) per month. 
North Dakota law, including the laws governing interest and usury, shall be applicable to this Rental Agreement and shall govern the monthly periodic rate and corresponding
annual percentage rate.  If for any reason it is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction that a different usury or interest law is deemed applicable, the monthly periodic rate
and corresponding annual percentage rate shall be the maximum non-usurious rate of interest applicable to any entity such as Lessee in the applicable jurisdiction.  Further, if for
any reason it is determined by a court of competent jurisdiction that the law of: (i) the State of Arizona is applicable, then it is expressly agreed that A.R.S. § 44-6002 shall apply.
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If for any reason amounts paid in connection with RDO's extension of credit to Lessee under this Rental Agreement are deemed interest that produces a rate in excess of the
maximum non-usurious rate of interest under the law applicable to this Rental Agreement, RDO shall refund to Lessee such portion of said interest that is in excess of the
maximum non-usury rate of interest for that particular jurisdiction applicable to an entity such as you.  Lessee agrees to pay attorney’s fees and related costs in the event that
RDO shall incur either of the same in order to pursue collection of any sums due from Lessee to RDO or to interpret this Rental Agreement, to defend RDO in action or to enforce
its rights against any third party.  RDO, in its sole discretion, may venue the lawsuit in any county where RDO has a location or place of business and Lessee agrees to the same. 
In addition, Lessee shall be in default with the right of RDO to accelerate the all the obligations of Lessee if Lessee attempts to sell or encumber the Equipment, ceases
operating, institutes or has instituted against it proceedings under any bankruptcy or insolvency law, makes an assignment for the benefit of creditors or fails to comply with any
other provision of the Rental Agreement, or if any attachment, execution, writ of process is levied against the Equipment or any of Lessee’s property, or if for any reason RDO
deems itself insecure or the Equipment unsafe, Lessee agrees to deliver the Equipment to RDO on demand, and RDO may enter upon any job, building or place where the
Equipment is located and take possession of it without notice to Lessee and this Rental Agreement shall thereupon terminate and be forfeited at the option of RDO. In the event of
any such action, Lessee agrees to pay all guaranteed leases and all other leases due, damages or any injury to the Equipment, legal expenses, costs of removal of the
Equipment from the possession of Lessee and all freight, storage, transportation and other charges incurred in such removal and return to RDO at its place of business.
4.It is agreed that it shall be Lessee’s obligation to notify RDO of any mechanical or safety problems with the Equipment as soon as Lessee is aware of a problem.  Lessee agrees
not to operate Equipment when it is in need of mechanical or safety repairs.  Lessee shall provide continual inspection and maintenance of all Equipment rented by Lessee and/or
under its care, custody, or control. Lessee agrees to pay all operating and maintenance expenses while Equipment is out of RDO’s possession and to make any needed repairs
including all tire maintenance, fuel, missing parts and all damage other than normal wear. All repairs shall be at Lessee’s expense, except for manufacturer warranty.  All rented
Equipment was received with Operator’s Manuals and all safety equipment installed.  Operation and servicing has been explained to Lessee. Lessee shall use fuel and oil as
specified by the manufacturer including but not limited to requirements or Tier IV engines.
5.The Equipment will be delivered to the Lessee in normal operating condition and must be returned to RDO in the same condition less normal wear and tear.  ‘Normal wear and
tear’ is that which may be expected to result from the use of Equipment under normal conditions. Lessee shall operate and maintain the Equipment in a normal manner and see
that the Equipment is not subjected to careless or needlessly rough usage.  Lessee shall be responsible for all repairs, including parts and labor for breakdowns due to misuse,
sabotage and operation negligence, such as, lack of oil, lack of grease, lack of water, vandalized compartments, stolen parts, dented or bent parts from collisions and punctured
or cut tires. Lessee is liable for any damage or injuries resulting from allowing any unqualified persons to operate any Equipment who are not completely familiar with the
operating and safety procedures.  Lessee will allow only licensed drivers that meet state or federal license requirements including current medical card, to operate any vehicle and
Lessee is responsible for any fines, penalties, or other assessments or charges for non compliance together with any and all damages and injuries arising there from.
6.Lessee shall comply with all applicable environmental laws and regulations including those on fuel use and idling. Lessee is responsible for any and all fines incurred for
violations or the laws or regulations resulting from the use of the Equipment.
7.RDO is not responsible for any charge that the Lessee may have because of mechanical malfunction of the Equipment, and it shall not in any manner be liable for any back
charges or any direct, indirect, special or consequential damages. Lessee will be responsible for Equipment if stolen at any time during rental period. While Equipment is on rent,
RDO assumes no responsibility for any damages to property or persons. Any damage at all will be the complete responsibility of Lessee.
8.Lessee hereby assumes and shall bear the entire risk of loss or damage to the Equipment from any and every cause whatsoever from the time the Equipment is picked up until
returned to the RDO designated location.  No loss or damage to the Equipment or any part thereof shall impair any obligation of Lessee under this Rental Agreement, which shall
continue in full force and effect.  In the event of loss or damage of any kind whatsoever to any item of Equipment, at the option of RDO, Lessee shall: (a) Place the same in good
repair, condition and working order or replace the Equipment; (b) Pay RDO in cash for RDO to cause the repairs to be made; or (c) If the Equipment is determined by RDO to be
lost, stolen, destroyed or damaged beyond repair, to pay RDO to replace said Equipment.  Once such payment has been made this rental shall terminate with respect to such
item of Equipment.
9.Lessee shall defend, indemnify and hold RDO harmless from any and all claims, actions, suits, proceedings, costs, expenses, damages, and liabilities, including attorney’s fees
which: (1) relate to injury, illness, sickness, disease or the death of any persons (including employees of Lessee), and (2) were caused, or claimed to be caused, in whole or in
part by the Equipment leased herein or by the liability or conduct (including active, passive, primary or secondary), of RDO, its agents or employees, or any other person for
whose acts any of them may be liable. The parties agree that RDO shall only be liable or responsible for actions of willful misconduct.
10.The Equipment rented pursuant to this Agreement are rented "as is" and without warranty whatsoever.  RDO RENTS ALL EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES PURSUANT TO
THIS AGREEMENT WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY NATURE WHATSOEVER, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF MERCHANTABILITY OR OF
FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE.  Notwithstanding anything contained to the contrary, Lessee agrees that Lessee may not offset any payments under this Rental
Agreement or the account because of any dispute concerning warranty issues and that the payment on the account is absolutely due and owing without any right of offset or
recoupment of any nature
11.RDO shall have the right at any time during business hours, without notice, to enter Lessee’s premises or the site where RDO rental Equipment is located for the purpose of
inspecting, repairing, adjusting or repossessing the Equipment.
12.RDO will mail to Lessee at Lessee’s address, invoice(s).  Lessee agrees to notify RDO in writing of any error in the invoice(s) within 30 days after the date of that invoice(s).  If
not so noticed, the invoice shall be deemed to be correct and accepted as rendered, thus no credits will be issued after 30 days from invoice date. Time is of the essence of this
Rental Agreement.  
14.The Rental Agreement must be signed and shall be returned to RDO.  RDO may allow it to be returned by facsimile transmission or email. Any such facsimile transmission or
email bearing signatures of Lessee shall be considered as valid as if it were an original document. RDO and Lessee have each agreed to conduct their business by electronic
means. 
15.Lessee, by signing this form, warrants that all information provided is true, correct, accurate, and complete and acknowledges that he/she has read same, understands its
contents and expressly agrees to the terms and conditions as stated hereon.  A corporate officer, LLC member officer, each and every partner, or the owner(s) of the company
must sign this Rental Agreement and agree to be fully bound by its terms.
16.This is the entire agreement between RDO and Lessee regarding the Rental Agreement and no oral changes can be made.  No promises, representation or agreement
purporting to modify this Rental Agreement and no revocation, partial or otherwise, or change, amendment,  addition or alteration shall be valid unless the same be in writing,
signed by all parties hereto or by their duly authorized agents. Waiver by RDO of any terms or conditions of this Rental Agreement or waiver of any breach thereof shall not affect
the validity or enforceability of the remaining provisions of this Rental Agreement. A determination that any provisions of this Rental Agreement are illegal or invalid shall not affect
the validity or enforceability of the remaining provisions of this Rental Agreement
17.This transaction is intended as a true lease and not a sale.  RDO may file an initial financing statement listing the Equipment to protect its rights.

GENERAL LIABILITY INSURANCE
Carrier Name Policy No. Effective Date

Agent Business Name Agent Contact Agent Telephone

LESSEE

Signature Print Name Title Date Signed
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 10/23/2014 

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice   

President Greg Leigh, Council members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Henry Tweten,  Mark Olstad, and 
Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl, Public Work Director 
 
RE: Declaration of Surplus Property 

 
 
The Public Works Department has a number of dumpsters that we no longer use, and would like to 
declare surplus and sell.  The following is a list of those dumpsters: 
 
Rear Load Dumpsters 
3- 6 yard 
1- 4 yard 
1- 2 yard 
3- 1 yard 
 
Front Load Dumpsters 
2- 8 yard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: Declare the above list of dumpsters as surplus property. 

26

mnelson
Typewriter
8



27

mnelson
Typewriter
9


