
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 2014 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of June 3, 2014. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of June 10, 2014. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE. 

  

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:    

 

3. Public Hearing on proposed 2014 Assessment Job No. 1 – Street Reconstruction – 17
th

 Street NE. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

4. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-52 authorizing the transfer of TIP funds to be used on 

14CP2 – Sidewalk Improvements on 20
th

 Street NE and 5
th

 Ave NE. 

 

5. Consider approving the request to advertise and hire an accounting technician for the Administration 

Office.   

 

6. Consider approving the purchase of a pump for the K8 Lift Station from Minnesota Pump Works for 

the amount of $21,141. 

 

7. Consider approving the special event application for Clear Channel Radio for the Bikes and Bites 

event for July 17
th

, 2014 from 4:00pm until 8:00pm.   

 

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-53 appointing election judges and designating polling 

locations.     
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ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

9. Regular meeting minutes of the Planning Commission for April 3, 2014. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-54 ordering the improvement and preparation of plans and 

specifications for 2014 City Project.  

 

11. Consider approving the “On-sale Weekday & Sunday” Liquor License Application for East Grand 

Lanes LLC located at 1500 5
th

 Ave NE, East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

12. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-55 finalizing how the City will be moving forward with 

building inspection services.   

 

13. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-56 establishing the Grade and Step of the Community 

Development Director. 

 

14. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-57 accepting and awarding the bid for 2014 City Project 

No. 2 – Sidewalk Improvements to Hanson Construction for $145,112.13.    

 

15. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-58 accepting and awarding the bid for 2014 Assessment 

Job No. 1 – Street Reconstruction 17
th

 Street NE to Paras Contracting for $1,009,017.65.   

 

CLAIMS: 

 

16. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-59 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 18990 for a total of 

$1,642.94 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

17. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

 

ADJOURN: 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

Work Session – June 24, 2013 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – July 1, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – July 8, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Training Room  

Regular Council Meeting – July 15, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 
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UNAPRROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 3, 2014 – 5:00 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for June 3, 2014 was called to order by 

Council President Buckalew at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & 

Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Earl Haugen, MPO Executive 

Director; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  and Jason 

Stordahl, Public Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 20, 2014. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 27 2014. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) THROUGH TWO (2). 

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 
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SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE. 

  

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:   NONE. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

3. Consider approving the following “On-sale Weekday & Sunday” Liquor License Applicant 

Renewals: 

a. Little Bangkok located at 415 2
nd

 St NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

b. Boardwalk Bar & Grill located at 415 2
nd

 St NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

 

4. Consider approving the renewal application for Optional Liquor 2AM Liquor License for the 

Boardwalk Bar & Grill at 415 2
nd

 St NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

5. Consider approving the Special Event License to the East Grand Forks Association of Fire Fighters 

Local 3423 for the Cats Incredible Catfish Tournament starting on August 1
st
 through August 3

rd
, 

2014.   

 

6. Consider approving a temporary liquor license application for the East Grand Forks Association of 

Fire Fighters Local 3423 for Cats Incredible Catfish Tournament from August 1
st
 through August 3

rd
 

contracting with the Eagles Club for liquor services. 

 

7. Consider approving the purchase and replacement of the overhead doors at Station 2 from Valley 

Door in the amount of $7258.   

 

8. Consider approving the refurbishing of the Rescue Box on the 421 Rescue Truck for the amount of 

$63,000 and the purchase of a new cab and chassis in the amount of $47,499 both being completed 

by Maintainer Custom Bodies.     

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE ITEMS THREE (3) THROUGH EIGHT (8). 

 

Council member Helms stated he had questions about items four and eight.  He asked item four was 

allowed by law.  Mr. Murphy stated that it was. Council member Helms then asked Chief Larson if they 

will be given a loaner during the time the Rescue Truck will be worked on.  Chief Larson stated will not 

be getting a loaner but they will be utilizing the suburban in its place.  He added this is what they had 

done in the past when this truck was being repaired.   

 

Council member Olstad asked Mr. Murphy to explain number three and four, especially number three.  

Mr. Murphy stated that the Boardwalk Bar and Grill LLC is a different entity than the Boardwalk LLP 

who has the outstanding loan.  He also explained how both of these groups were waiting on their 

insurance and did not have everything ready to go when the last of the liquor licenses were approved.     
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Mr. Galstad asked that 3a be removed and tabled because there was a utility bill that needs to be 

addressed prior to approval.  President Buckalew asked if could be approved contingent upon the issue 

being cleared up.  Mr. Murphy stated how the owner had come in, spoke with him about this, and there 

is more of an issue to this than no payment on the bill.  Council President Buckalew stated this would 

have to be treated as a separate item.  Discussion followed about if the Water and Light Department 

were working on this issue with them and how if anything was to be reduced it would be approved by 

the Water and Light Commission.  Council Vice-President Leigh said he would amend his motion.        

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE ITEMS THREE B (3B) THROUGH EIGHT (8). 

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE ITEM THREE A (3A) SUBJECT TO SUCCESSFUL 

RESOLUTION OF THE UTILITY BILL.  
 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

9. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for May 1, 2014. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-46 agreeing to the rehabilitation of the bridge with a middle 

median and accommodations for pedestrians and bicyclists be located inside the truss on the north 

side of the bridge.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-06-46 AGREEING TO THE 

REHABILITATION OF THE BRIDGE WITH A MIDDLE MEDIAN AND 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PEDESTRIANS AND BICYCLISTS BE LOCATED INSIDE THE 

TRUSS ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE BRIDGE.   

 

Council member Olstad said this resolution is basically saying the council is okay with having the bikes 

and pedestrians inside the bridge and asked if that was correct.  Council member Grassel asked why this 

path would be located on the north side of the bridge.  Mr. Haugen explained how it would work easier 

to tie this path system on the Grand Forks side and that it could have worked on either side in East 

Grand Forks.  Council member Grassel asked how that will affect the access from River Road and if that 
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will be changed.  Mr. Haugen stated that will not be affected and the path will go along side the access.  

Mayor Stauss asked if the driving lanes will be 11 feet for traffic lanes.  Mr. Joe McKinnon from 

MNDOT informed the council they will be trying to keep the bike and pedestrian path as wide as 

possible, how they are looking at including a barrier between the traffic and bike lane, and trying to keep 

the traffic lanes as wide as possible.  Mayor Stauss added how the council is very concerned with all of 

the trucks and farm equipment that cross the bridge and the safety of the people using the path on the 

bridge.      

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-47 authorizing the purchase of a new transit bus from 

Hoglund Bus Company in the approximate amount of $127,325.50. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-06-47 AUTHORIZING THE 

PURCHASE OF A NEW TRANSIT BUS FROM HOGLUND BUS COMPANY IN THE 

APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF $127,325.50. 

 

Council Vice-President Leigh stated that he had discussed this with Mr. Haugen and he understands the 

sequence of meetings that were needed and asked the following be recorded in the minutes.  He stated 

this total will be paid by a combination of state funding ($101,000) and a local match, more than likely 

from the City of Grand Forks.  He asked if that did not happen where the money was coming from.  Ms. 

Ellis stated the local share had been budgeted.  She added how this item will be going before the Grand 

Forks council next week.  

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

12. Consider approving Lease Agreement #2 between the City of East Grand Forks and the Grand 

Forks-East Grand Forks Metropolitan Planning Organization for renting more space in the East 

Grand Forks City Hall starting June 1
st
, 2014.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE LEASE AGREEMENT #2 BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

EAST GRAND FORKS AND THE GRAND FORKS-EAST GRAND FORKS METROPOLITAN 

PLANNING ORGANIZATION FOR RENTING MORE SPACE IN THE EAST GRAND 

FORKS CITY HALL STARTING JUNE 1
ST

, 2014.    

 

Mayor Stauss asked what room they would be renting.  Mr. Murphy stated it was the conference room in 

between the Mayor’s Office and Administration Office.   

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 
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13. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-48 vacating the alley extending through Lots 1 through 24, 

Block 5, Grand Forks East Addition. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-06-48 VACATING THE ALLEY 

EXTENDING THROUGH LOTS 1 THROUGH 24, BLOCK 5, GRAND FORKS EAST 

ADDITION. 
 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

14. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-49 accepting donations for the East Grand Forks Police 

Department’s Project Lifesaver Program.    

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER HELMS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-06-49 ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR 

THE EAST GRAND FORKS POLICE DEPARTMENT’S PROJECT LIFESAVER PROGRAM.    
 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

15. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-50 accepting donations for the Parks and Recreation 

Department various areas as designated by the donors.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER HELMS, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-06-50 ACCEPTING DONATIONS FOR 

THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT VARIOUS AREAS AS DESIGNATED BY 

THE DONORS.   
 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

16. Consider adopting Resolution No. 14-06-51 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 18886 for a total of 

$2,852.11 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 14-06-51 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 18886 FOR A 

TOTAL OF $2,852.11 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY 

INTERESTED FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

 

7



City Council Meeting June 3, 2014 

6 | P a g e  

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

17. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER OLSTAD, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-

TREASURER TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

Council President Buckalew stated the last item on the agenda was a discussion regarding hiring an 

attorney for the loan issue.  Council member Tweten stated he had reviewed the resumes and Brad 

Sinclair had more experience with situations like this and his fees were reasonable. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO HIRE BRAD SINCLAIR AS INDEPENDENT ATTORNEY FOR THE 

OUTSTANDING LOAN ISSUE. 

 

Council Vice-President Leigh state he agreed with Mr. Tweten.  He added that he thought it was good to 

hire someone from out of town so there were no potential conflicts of interest with this case.  He 

continued to explain that it is not because Mr. Galstad cannot do the job but to take away any notion 

impropriety.  

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Mayor Stauss complimented the Park and Recreation and Public Works Departments on already 

spraying for mosquitoes.  He added that there are dandelions everywhere that need to get sprayed which 

makes the City look better. 

 

Council Member Vetter stated there hasn’t been an update on the EDA and reorganization of that 

department and asked to have it added to the next work session. 

 

Council Member Helms had one question for Ms. Ellis.  He stated that he and the Mayor went and 

looked at the car in question and they think it is more than a sheet covering the car.  He asked to have 

that revisited.  Ms. Ellis stated the cops handled that nuisance but she will speak with them about that.   

 

Mr. Murphy stated that he had passed out a copy of the Strategic Leadership Plan and said he would like 

this topic added to an upcoming work session to have an update and progress report on this as well as 

informing Mr. Helms on this process.  He stated the other item was a brief update on the EDHA.  He 

told the council that he will be meeting with Mr. Lee Meyer with Northwest Minnesota Housing 
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regarding options the City might with housing and reviewed other information he has gathered on other 

economic development and housing departments and will be bringing this forward soon.  

 

Mr. Boppre stated that at the next work session he will have another update on the pond project and will 

be asking the council permission for taking soil borings.   

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 3, 2014 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE EAST 

GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:23 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Helms, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel. 

Voting Nay: None. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2014 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for June 10, 2014 was called to order by 

Council Vice-President Greg Leigh at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: 

Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members Clarence Vetter, 

Dale Helms, Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Greg 

Boppre, City Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron 

Galstad, City Attorney; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; 

Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan Nelson, 

Executive Assistant;  and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present. 

 

1. 2015 City Project No. 1 Stabilization Ponds Cost Savings UPDATE – Greg Boppre 

 

Mr. Boppre handed out a drawing that included a concept of what could potentially happen with 

property if the council purchased it for the stabilization ponds project.  He said that if this land 

was purchased the City would then have more control over the project and control over costs.  

He stated that he sees where the City could save anywhere from a half million up to 2.5 million 

dollars.  He explained that he had spoken with local contractors and how there could be a savings 

of around $1.50 per yard of dirt.   

 

Mr. Boppre said he is asking for permission to work with Mr. Murphy and Mr. Galstad to see if 

he can take soil borings to make sure the clay is suitable for the liner.  He added that if it is good 

quality it will cut down on the amount needed for the liner which could be even more cost 

savings.  He informed the council that if he is allowed to take soil borings he estimated the cost 

to be around $15,000.   

 

Council member Helms asked how many acres they were looking at.  Mr. Boppre stated 160 

acres.  Council member Tweten asked if the property owner had been contacted.  Mr. stated that 

he had not contacted anybody.  Council member Tweten then asked what the process would be 

to handling the material in the bottom of the ponds.  Mr. Boppre told the council that the bio-
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solids will need to be removed from the bottom of the ponds which can be costly because it has 

to be disposed of according to MPCA standards.  He explained how the bio-solids could be 

applied to the property, would have to go through a freeze/thaw cycle, and there would be no 

odor from it.  Council member Tweten asked when it will be removed.  Mr. Boppre stated that 

most will be removed in the fall and possibly some in the spring.  He then explained the phases 

of this project and brief summary of what will be happening.  Council member Tweten asked 

how much clay is needed for this project.  Mr. Boppre said 1.3 million yards of dirt are needed 

and explained the concept drawing he brought forward as an example of what can be done with 

the property after the project has been completed.  

 

Council member Vetter asked if the City already had a borrow pit in this area.  Mr. Boppre stated 

they did but the clay was not as good.  Mayor Stauss asked if there should be an estimated price 

on the land before moving forward.  Mr. Boppre stated that he would like to make sure the clay 

is suitable before moving forward.  Council Vice-President Leigh asked if there were any 

objections.  There were none.  Council member Olstad mentioned to Mr. Galstad to make sure 

there will not be any issues regarding mineral rights on this property.   

 

2. Seal Coating in Cemetery – Jason Stordahl  

 

Mr. Stordahl reminded the council he was asked to look into what it would cost to repair the 

street in the cemetery.  He explained how he and Mr. Boppre went and looked it over and came 

up with three options.  He stated one option is to do nothing, another option would be chip seal, 

and the last option is to mill and overlay.  He said how the street is at a critical point and if 

nothing is done with it within a couple years it might require a complete reconstruction.  Mr. 

Stordahl informed the council the cost estimate he received for chip seal were around $45,000 to 

$50,000.  He told the council that the other cost estimate for chip seal was only $25,000 and 

added the chip seal would only last two to three years which could preserve the street so 

something could be done further down the road.  Mr. Stordahl then explained the mill and 

overlay process and added how the cost estimate he received was approximately $104,000 so the 

City would have to advertise and collect bids. 

 

Mr. Stordahl said at this point there was about $201,000 left in the street reconstruction fund but 

there are still projects that must get done this year using this fund.  He said how he is asking the 

council how they would like to move forward.  Council member Tweten stated the best option to 

move forward with is completing a mill and overlay.  He then explained the reasoning behind the 

design of the cemetery and how the City has access to more land when an expansion of the 

cemetery is needed.  He stated how important it is to keep up the cemetery and reviewed the 

prices of the current lots.  Council member Grassel said if they are going to be moving forward 

with this the section of the road going towards the golf course needs to be looked into and 

explained some issues that need to be addressed.  He also asked to have frost boil areas taken 

care of.  Mr. Boppre stated they saw the same areas of concern that would be addressed during 

this process.   

 

Council member Vetter asked if these costs would be covered by the cemetery fund.  Mr. 

Stordahl stated that would be decided by the council and added how it had been discussed to use 

the street reconstruction money on this project.  Council member Grassel commented that the 
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cemetery budget is not that big.  Ms. Anderson explained to the council there isn’t much money 

in the cemetery because of the recently purchased the tractor and how there was some money in 

the perpetual fund.    

 

Council member Tweten added that he would also like to include the 140 foot access known as 

Lee’s Place in with the cemetery job.  Council Vice-President Leigh asked to have that included 

with this project and have it brought back to the next council meeting.  Discussion followed 

about the current state of the Lee’s Place access, the possibility of turning this into a lot to sell, 

and how this is an access to the alleyway.  Discussion followed about how the next mill and 

overlay for city streets could take place within the next year or two.  

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

   

3. TIP Amendment for Transfer of Funds – Nancy Ellis 

 

Ms. Ellis stated there was approximately $57,000 in transit funds that can be used on the 

sidewalk project on 20
th

 Street NE and 5
th

 Ave NE.  She explained how the TIP needed to be 

amended showing where the funds will be used and added how she will have the exact amount 

that will be transferred at next week’s meeting.  Mr. Boppre stated the bids for this project were 

opened in the morning and added how the City received very good bids for this job.  Ms. Ellis 

reminded the council they had received funds from the state for this project and explained how 

the TIP funds can be used as the City’s local share.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

4. Community Development Office Setup – Nancy Ellis 

 

Ms. Ellis informed the council they looked into the setup of the Community Development Office 

two weeks ago and she was asked to review the contract with Indepth Inspections.  She reviewed 

the costs from 2010-2013 for personnel with both a full time building inspector and having a 

contracted service.  Ms. Ellis informed the council that Indepth would be willing to cut back their 

hours during the slower winter months which could potential save the City $22,000.  Ms. Ellis 

also explained they would be willing to lower their hourly rate if they were allowed to work on 

other items when it was slow in the office.   

 

Council member Tweten stated he disagreed fully with continuing with contracted services and 

added how the City needs a full time qualified building inspector.  Discussion followed about 

making sure there was a qualified person hired and how during slow times people would be sent 

over to Indepth Inspections and the City would be charged a reduced hourly rate.  Mayor Stauss 

stated how the service would need to be at City Hall and would veto anything passed that would 

take it out of City Hall.  Discussion followed about how the contract could be redone, how the 

Community Development Office is still evolving, and how even though there are four different 

people that can be in the office residents should be getting the same answers because they all 

should be based on the building code.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.     
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5. Sunshine Terrace Verbal Update – Nancy Ellis/David Murphy  

 

Ms. Ellis told the board the last couple weeks she had been reviewing operations at Sunshine 

Terrace.  She explained how there had never been a capital improvement plan set up and how the 

employees were working on a plan which will include the replacement of boilers, replacement of 

refrigerators, and replacement of carpet.  She said how they are looking into what the cash flow 

situation is like and if enough is being collected in rent to cover the expenses.  Ms. Ellis stated 

how they are re-evaluating the maintenance and cleaning of the building along with everything 

else.  She told the council a plan will be prepared and brought forward at a meeting in July so the 

council will be able to give input on the proposed plan.  Council member Grassel thanked both 

Ms. Ellis and Mr. Murphy for taking on and moving forward with this project.  He stated how he 

had been working on this situation since he was elected.  Council member Tweten added the City 

is moving in the right direction with this situation. 

 

6. EDHA Update – David Murphy  

 

Mr. Murphy told the council he had two items to bring forward.  The first item he discussed was 

how he had meet with Mr. Brad Sinclair on June 5
th

 down in Fargo.  He explained how he had 

brought a copy of the file with which they reviewed for about two hours.  He stated how Mr. 

Sinclair has a handle on this issue, will be reviewing the file again, and will be giving the council 

a report within about two weeks.  He said how at that time Mr. Sinclair will be request 

authorization from the council to move forward with this issue at that time.  Mr. Murphy added 

that he has some items that he needs to take care which include contacting the League and 

starting an insurance claim because there is a chance it could cover a significant portion of the 

City’s legal fees.   He stated how once the City receives the report it will be brought back to a 

work session.  He told the council how the intern and staff are currently reviewing all of the city 

loans which he will be giving a progress report on.     

 

Mr. Murphy said the second item he wanted to address was the organization of the EDHA.  He 

stated he and other staff had a preliminary meeting with Mr. Lee Meyer with the Northwest 

Minnesota Housing out of Mentor about what the City’s options might be regarding housing.  

Mr. Murphy explained how Mr. Meyer will be coming up with options for the City to consider 

which included having Northwest Minnesota Housing take over the housing program in the City.  

He added the options will include what is most cost effective for the City and a timeline of when 

things could be transferred if that is what the City chooses to move forward with.  He said there 

was no council action needed at this time and these options will be brought before the council to 

review.    

 

7. Civic Center Update – David Murphy  

 

Mr. Murphy told the council this project had been on the back burner but he recently spoke with 

Mr. Dietrich about this project.  He explained how after a meeting with Mr. Larson there was a 

fourth option that was put together for the council to consider.  He stated that all of the costs 

listed for options A-C are up-to-date costs.  Council Vice-President Leigh asked if it would be 

storage or concessions under the bleachers.  Mr. Murphy stated it would be storage but they 
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would also be able to have the concession area there as well.  He added how Option D would 

allow for the maintenance area to remain where it currently is.  Discussion followed on how Mr. 

Dietrich will be at the next work session to answer questions, how soon construction should 

begin, and how there would be a warm area to sit with this option.  Mayor Stauss asked how 

much it would cost.  Mr. Murphy stated it would be around $404,000.  Ms. Ellis reminded the 

council that this keeps it under the threshold so they do not need to include a sprinkler system or 

elevator with this option. 

 

8. Review of Community Development Director Position – David Murphy  

 

Mr. Murphy stated what reports he had regarding the re-evaluation for the Community 

Development Director’s position and the reasoning included in the reports on which grade and 

step this position should be placed at.  Council member Helms stated that with so many things 

changed he asked to first determine what the job is, what the duties are, and then make a 

decision.  Council member Vetter stated he didn’t have a problem moving this position to Grade 

20 Step 2.  Discussion followed about the additional duties that have been given to Ms. Ellis, 

how the PAQ was based on the duties she will be continuing with, and how her length of service 

and experience were a factor.  Mr. Kapella stated he was the union representative and stated the 

union was hoping for a lateral move.  More discussion followed about one report would place 

Ms. Ellis at a grade 20, step 2 and the other would place her at a grade 20, step 5.  Mr. Kapella 

stated the history in the East Grand Forks has been a minimum of 4% which could include 

another step.  Council Vice-President Leigh asked Mr. Murphy to look at the City’s policy and 

bring the options to the next council meeting to be voted on.  

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.   

 

9. Schedule Neu Follow-up Meeting – David Murphy 

 

Mr. Murphy stated it had been about six months since the council took part in the goals and 

visioning session with Mr. Neu.  He added how they should have a follow-up meeting, review 

the six items they set as a priority, and make adjustments as needed.  Council member Tweten 

asked how long he expected this session to last.  Mr. Murphy said about three hours.  After some 

discussion it was suggested that a few dates are picked and whichever date most council 

members can attend will be the date of the meeting. 

 

10. Discussion on Profit-Sharing with Local Clubs – Greg Leigh 

 

Council Vice-President Leigh stated that the figure skating show lost money this year.  He said 

how these shows are not designed to make money and he would be in favor of sharing a profit if 

there is one.  Ms. Tonya Parton stated that meeting minutes reflected revenue from this event 

would be shared, not profit.  She also added that how the club was not informed they would not 

be receiving 25% of the revenue from the show, how there was not a check number included in 

the May 6
th

 minutes on what check was being pulled, how they designed their fees for summer 

camps based on receiving those funds, and how there was a precedent set from previous years.  

Mr. Murphy stated it was his responsibility to notify the club after the check was pulled and he 

neglected that so he will take responsibility for it.  Council Vice-President Leigh suggested that 
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Mr. Aker and the figure skating board work together and bring a recommendation to the council 

on how to handle this from now one since all of the expenses are being paid by the City.   Ms. 

Katie Boespflug stated how wages were included but how fees from registration were suppose to 

cover these wages and asked why wages were included.  Mr. Murphy asked Ms. Anderson if the 

fees are pro-rated for this show and stated that is something that needs to be reviewed.  Council 

Vice-President Leigh stated the program should stand alone and how expenses should be figured 

out and fees charged accordingly, not be collected at the beginning of the year.  Discussion 

followed about what happens with other events.   

 

Council member Vetter asked for clarification.  He explained how all of the clubs host their own 

tournaments and money collected goes to those clubs.  He then stated how the figure skating 

show is a park program put on by the City.  He suggested having a set policy so all of the clubs 

are treated the same.  Discussion followed about where the fees go that are collected at the 

beginning of the year, how there are separate accounts set up for figure skating for the fees 

collected, and who pays for coaches during different events.   

 

Ms. Shawn Egeland stated the City took in $30,530 in fees for figure skating at the beginning of 

the year with an understanding that would cover the cost of coaches.  She explained how other 

clubs get to keep 100% of fees collected but figure skating can only get 25% of the revenue.  She 

reviewed how they have been at a loss from previous years with helping pay for the skate show 

but had always received 25% of the revenue.  She added how the payment took awhile to get to 

the City last year because they asked if they could receive a larger percentage of the gate fee.  

Council Vice-President Leigh suggested again that Mr. Murphy and Ms. Anderson need to get 

involved and figure out how the fees are being used that were collected at the beginning of the 

year.  Mr. Murphy asked if there was similar situation with another club so he would be able to 

compare what happens.  Council member Vetter stated only the figure skaters have a show like 

this.  Discussion followed about how the figure skating club has worked well with the City in the 

past, how things were different this year, meetings had been held previously regarding the ice 

show, and how there are things that still need to be worked out.    

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER OLSTAD, TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 10, 2014 COUNCIL WORK 

SESSION OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:31 

P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Helms, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, and Vetter. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: Buckalew. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\TIP amendment for 

fed transit funds.doc 

 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 

 

Date: June 12, 2014 
 

To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter,  Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and 
Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 

 

From:  Nancy Ellis, Transit Manager 
 
RE: TIP Amendment 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

I have included a resolution asking the GF -EGF MPO to amend the current 2014 – 2018 TIP.  We need to 
amend the TIP to transfer federal transit funds from the completed transit sidewalk project on Hwy 220 

to our 2014 MN TAP sidewalk project along 20
th

 St NE and 5
th

 Ave NE.  W e have approximately $57,000 
in funds remaining from the Hwy 220 project and we have been given permission from FTA to use these 

remaining funds on the other sidewalk project if it is along a transit route.  W e should make every effort 

to spend the federal funds available to us.   

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approval to amend the EGF TIP sidewalk project for 2014 to include the $57,000 federal transit 

funds. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14 – 06 – 52 

 

 
Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution 

and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council must provide to the Grand Forks-East Grand Forks Metropolitan 

Planning Organization (“MPO”) direction regarding the City’s Transportation Improvement Plan 

(TIP); and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks has a Minnesota Transportation Alternatives 

appropriation in 2014 to build a sidewalk along 20
th

 Street NE and 5
th

 Ave NE; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks has federal transit funding that is dedicated towards 

sidewalks along transit routes; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of East Grand Forks would like to amend the TIP to transfer 

approximately $57,000 in transit sidewalk funds from the Highway 220 sidewalk project to the 

sidewalk project along 20
th

 Street NE and 5
th

 Ave NE; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST GRAND FORKS, that 

the MPO recommend to the Technical Advisory Committee and to the full MPO Board of 

Directors that the funds are transferred between the sidewalk projects on the TIP. 
 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: June 17, 2014 

Attest: 

 

_________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of the Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 17
th

 day of June, 2014. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

 Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\RCA K8 pump.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 6/5/2014 

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice   

President Greg Leigh, Council members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Henry Tweten,  Mark Olstad, and 
Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl 
 
RE: K8 lift station pump 

 
 
K8 lift station (located near Northland Tech. College) had a pump go down.  The cost to repair was 
$15,530.85, and cost to replace (after trade in) was $21,141.  The pump is essential to the drainage of a 
large area west of HWY 220.  It was something that had to be replaced as soon as possible, and lead time 
to receive a new pump is anywhere from 8to 12 weeks.  Mr. Murphy approved the essential purchase of a 
new pump, and Public Works ordered the pump from MN Pump Works, to be installed as soon as 
received. 
 
The Capital Improvement budget for 2014 reflects a purchase of new pump for K8 lift station for 
$25,000. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14 – 06 – 53 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING JUDGES AND DESIGNATING POLLING PLACES 
 

Council Member ________, supported by Council Member _________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, By the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks that the following 

polling places are designated and election judges are appointed in each respective ward for the 

August 12, 2014 Primary Election and November 4, 2014 General Election. 

 

1st Ward:  Ragnar Bergendahl, Chair; Linda Spokley, Cindy Weber, Carol Bushy, Katie 

Boespflug 

 Polling Place:  Senior Center; 538 Rhinehart Drive SE 

 

2nd Ward:  Marilyn Egeland, Chair; Mike Butler, Mike Powers, Bunny Mahon 

 Polling Place:  City Hall, 600 DeMers Avenue NW 

 

3rd Ward:  Jeff Bakke, Chair; Emily Rapacz, Sharon Bramer, Laurie Holtman, Leyton Rodahl 

 Polling Place:  Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 1515-5th Avenue NW 

 

4th Ward:  Garry Hadden, Chair; Sue Bakke, Michelle Quirk, Gail Schrage  

 Polling Place:  Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 1515-5th Avenue NW 

 

5th Ward:  Mike Flermoen Chair; Darrel Koehler; Debbie Piche, Sharon Budge, Merl Barr 

 Polling Place:  Good Samaritan Heritage Grove, 2122 River Rd NW 

 

Alternate Judge: Jim Wetterlund 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the administrator/clerk-treasurer is authorized to re-balance 

judges to different wards as needed in order to comply with state election laws; and   

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the judge’s hourly compensation is fixed at the following: chair 

judge at $13.00 per hour, and regular judge at $12.00 per hour. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:   

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

         Passed: June 17, 2014 

Attest: 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer   President of the Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 17
th

 day of June, 2014.   

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor 
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EAST GRAND FORKS 
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

Thursday, April 3, 2014 – 12:00 Noon 
East Grand Forks City Hall Training Room 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Powers called the April 3, 2014, meeting of the East Grand Forks Planning 
Commission to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
CALL OF ROLL 
 
On a Call Of Roll the following members were present:  Chairman Mike Powers, 
Commissioners Gary Christianson, Jane Nelson, Dale Helms, Chad Erickson 
(12:01pm), and Niel McWalter (12:02pm). 
 
Absent:  Vice-Chair Randy Boushey.   
 
Guest(s) present were:  David Murphy, City Administrator; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; 
and Randy Gust, Building Inspector. 
 
Staff present was:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner; and Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant. 
 
DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
A quorum was present. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
 

Chairman Powers introduced Mr. Dale Helms as the new member on the 
Planning Commission.  

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Matter Of Approval Of The January 9th, 2014, Organizational Meeting Minutes Of 
The East Grand Forks Planning Commission and the January 9th, 2014, Meeting 
of the East Grand Forks Planning Commission. 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER NELSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 9th, 
2014, ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS 
PLANNING COMMISSION AND THE JANUARY 9TH, 2014, MEETING OF THE EAST 
GRAND FORKS PLANNING COMMISSION, AS SUBMITTED. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
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2 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

PUBLIC HEARING.  Matter of the Request From the City of East Grand Forks for 
approval to adopt a new ordinance in Chapter 118 to define and regulate Adult 
Uses and amending Chapter 152 of the City Code, Chapter 10 Zoning Code 
regarding location of adult uses. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
Ms. Ellis asked if there was anyone to speak on this issue.  She explained that this 
ordinance was being amended to define and regulate adult uses.  No one spoke on this 
issue.   
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
Ms. Ellis explained how the City needed to amend the Adult Use Ordinance and make 
sure the definition of Adult Use was well defined and able to be enforced.  She stated 
how the moratorium ordinance was used as the basis of this new ordinance because it 
was well written and it was also defendable in court.  She added that the different types 
of adult uses are defined as well as what adult establishments are.  Ms. Ellis said that 
the definition of substantial or significant is now as a defined amount when reviewing a 
business plan.   
 
Ms. Ellis stated how adult uses are now allowed in both General Industrial or I-1 and 
Limited Industrial or I-2 zones.  She explained how when areas are set aside for adult 
use it cannot be placed in a zoning district where there are very limited amounts of 
property to where they could locate.  She added how there isn’t enough property in I-1 
area once the 250 foot set back from sensitive receptors from schools, parks, residential 
areas, etc so areas in I-2 were included along Highway 2.  She mentioned how they will 
have to meet all of the requirements of this, this is now a permitted use, and this needs 
to be adopted as part of the court order.  Ms. Ellis also told the commission in the future 
a business licensed might be required so background checks can be performed and 
they would have to keep up their business license each year.  Ms. Ellis explained that 
Fantasy’s would not be fall under the Adult Use ordinance because less than 25% of 
their inventory was of an adult use nature.  She ended by saying this ordinance was not 
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written for them but for any type of adult use business that might come into East Grand 
Forks in the future.   
 
Commissioner Christianson asked if a 5 bedroom hotel came to town and only used one 
room for adult use would they be able to locate anywhere because it was less than 25% 
of the business.  Mr. Galstad stated no and explained the entire hotel would be 
considered adult use and would have to be located out in either I-1 or I-2.  
Commissioner Christianson asked if the 25% only was a factor when it came to retail.  
Mr. Galstad stated that it goes off of floor space, inventory, and sales so there is three 
different ways to look at it and classify it.  Commissioner Christianson asked for more 
clarification when it came to other possible stores that might have adult uses within 
them.  Mr. Galstad stated the 25% was used for gift and sales.  Ms. Ellis stated that 
definitions where included in the ordinance so if a business could be categorized as 
adult use by either their merchandise or if they are found in one of the definitions given.  
Commissioner McWalter asked if Fantasy’s was considered retail.  Ms. Ellis said yes.   
 
Commissioner Helms said looking down the road and there are no more lots available in 
this area and someone wants to open up a store of this nature.  He asked if this will 
affect anything down the road.  Mr. Galstad stated that it will not.  He explained that if all 
of the lots are full the City would still be in compliance because there has to be an area 
where they could locate.  He added that I-2 had to be included because there was not 
enough space available in I-1 that could be developed since a large portion of I-1 is 
owned by American Crystal Sugar who would more than likely not sell.  Ms. Ellis also 
added that it is based on when the ordinance is written.   
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER NELSON, TO RECOMMEND THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT THE 
NEW ORDINANCE IN CHAPTER 18 TO DEFINE AND REGULATE ADULT USES 
AND AMENDING CHAPTER 152 OF THE CITY CODE, CHAPTER 10 ZONING CODE 
REGARDING LOCATION OF ADULT USES. 
 
 Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
      
NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. PUBLIC HEARING.  Matter of Approval to rezone Lot 1 Block 3 Garden 
Valley Addition, known as the Parsons property, from R-1 to PUD before 
platting takes place. 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
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Absent: Boushey. 
 
Ms. Ellis stated there were people at the meeting for the public hearing.  She explained 
the three step process to split a lot with a twinhome on it so each owner owns their side 
and the property underneath the home.  She stated that there have been issues with 
obtaining a clean title with this specific property so they are looking to split the parcel 
and replat it.  Ms. Ellis explained that this would have to be replatted as a PUD because 
that allows for a zero lot line and a new legal description.  She said how this building 
has been existence for many years and nothing is going to change other than they will 
be owned instead of rented.  She added how many of the neighbors in favor of this 
properties being owned instead of rented and there have not been any complaints or 
concerns brought up.   
 
Ms. Ellis continued by explaining how this is the first public hearing that has to take 
place to rezone the property before it can be replatted.  She stated that if the rezone is 
not approved then it cannot be replatted with a zero lot line.  She said how Mr. Parsons, 
his neighbor, and his realtor were all attending the meeting and would be able to answer 
any questions the commission had.   
 
Mr. Heffernan told the commission the main issue with selling Mr. Parsons’ property is 
the condominium classification.  He explained how this classification eliminated certain 
types of financing unless they are registered which very few are.  He went on explaining 
how this makes it difficult for them to sell.  He stated that they could sell for cash or 
through conventional financing and added the other types of financing are held up 
through a lending situation.  He stated how each side owns their property and this would 
allow both owners to sell marketable property with clean title.  Ms. Ellis stated rezoning 
this property would clean things up and give it the correct zoning that it should have had 
since it was classified as a condo.           
 
Chairman Powers asked what constitutes a condo versus a twinhome.  Mr. Heffernan 
stated it was an association.  He explained that a twinhome or duplex is a type of 
construction and a condominium is a type of ownership with common areas.  He stated 
how the association then takes care of collecting fees and then uses them for mowing, 
snow removal, and more.  He added that how this also dictates in the title or legal 
description what the ownership of the common areas are.  Mr. Heffernan said that this is 
a side-by-side duplex or twinhome in 1987 they had to figure out a way to determine the 
parking slab because this is only shared area and how this will be accommodated in a 
new description or party wall agreement allowing access to the driveway.  He went on to 
explain how splitting and rezoning the property will be beneficial to anyone who has this 
condominium classification who will want to sell down the road and how this is 
detrimental to the property owners to be labeled as a condominium and not have an 
association.  He asked if there were any questions.  Ms. Ellis added that there would be 
a perpetual access easement for the use of the driveway.   
 
Mr. Galstad stated more than anything this was a legal description issue because it 
never was platted as condominiums and calling this something it has never been.  Mr. 
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Heffernan stated the day before the original closing they found out the first word in the 
description is condominium.  Ms. Ellis stated that she had spoken with a real estate 
attorney to verify that this process is the correct way of doing this.  Mr. Heffernan said 
that he hopes this sets precedence and makes things easier for other properties like this 
down the road.  Commissioner Christianson asked looking 30 years down the road if he 
purchased these two lots and tore down the structure what could he do with the PUD 
lots.  Ms. Ellis stated anything built would have to be according to the PUD development 
plan that is going to be adopted or they would have to come back to the planning 
commission to have the plan amended.  Mr. Galstad stated that it would have to stay 
PUD with two separate small lots or asked for it to be rezoned as R-1 so a house can 
be built there.  Ms. Ellis stated that the PUD is like a site plan that defines what the lot 
needs to look like and if it is something different they would have to have it amended 
and approved by the planning commission. 
 
Commission Helms stated that answered part of his question and added he wanted to 
make sure the owners would not be allowed to build a warehouse down the road.  He 
mentioned that there are other properties like this and if there was anything else that 
would not allow other owners to replat if needed to split and sell and to make sure it 
stays fair.  Ms. Ellis stated she didn’t know of any reason to deny them as long as they 
meet the current zoning requirements.  She added that this is bringing them more into 
compliance.  Mr. Heffernan stated that removing the condominium classification 
increases the value to these properties as well.  Commissioner McWalter asked what 
was more restrictive between an R-1 and PUD.  Ms. Ellis stated that and R-1 is more 
restrictive.  Commissioner McWalter asked if this is for a specific lot or neighborhoods 
or developments.  Ms. Ellis stated this would be done for just the one lot.   
 
Commissioner McWalter asked if this was built today would it meet current codes.  Ms. 
Ellis said no.  She explained how it this would not have been built in an R-1 area without 
coming in and getting a special use permit and having the property rezoned.  
Commissioner McWalter then asked if this was zoned for a twinhome would it meet 
code.  Mr. Gust stated that today twinhomes have to have a two hour firewall on each 
side of the shared wall from the floor all the way up to the roof line and explained how 
the same thing had to be done between the American Legion and Hardware Hank.   
 
Commission McWalter asked if this building would meet that requirement.  Ms. Ellis said 
no.  She stated how she informed both Mr. Parsons and Mr. Pederson they are required 
to have an inspection completed and have their building brought up to code before the 
plats can be signed off on.  Chairman Powers asked how the buildings are brought up 
to code.  Mr. Gust stated it is brought up to code by adding sheetrock to the wall.  Ms. 
Ellis stated again that both property owners have been told that they will need an 
inspection and the buildings will need to be brought up to code.  She added that this is 
for insurance purposes as well.  She said how Mr. Gust had already completed an 
inspection at Mr. Pederson, he is aware of what he needs to do, and that Mr. Parsons is 
in the process of setting up an inspection.   
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 A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER NELSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER MCWALTER, TO APPROVE THE REZONE OF LOT 1 BLOCK 3 
GARDEN VALLEY ADDITION, KNOWN AS THE PARSONS PROPERTY, FROM R-1 
TO PUD. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  Christianson. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 

2. Matter of Approval of Garden Valley Addition PUD Development Plan 
 

Ms. Ellis stated the PUD Plan needed to be approved and make recommendations for 
changes because the rezone has been approved.  She stated they are looking at 
approving the PUD development plan which is like a site plan a person would submit if 
they were going to build.  She added that it this defines the setbacks, sets the 
impervious coverage, etc which is based on the existing site plan.  She stated that if 
anything was change this they would have to come in and make a request to amend the 
PUD Plan.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER NELSON, TO APPROVE THE GARDEN VALLEY ADDITION PUD 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 

3. Public Hearing Matter of Final Approval of Garden Valley 6th Resubdivision 
being a replat of Lot 1 Block 3 Garden Valley Addition. 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER MCWALTER, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
Ms. Ellis stated that this goes with the practice of splitting the lots.  She stated the 
property has to be replatted so there is a new legal description and the plat will show 
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where the corners are.  She explained the plat, pointed out the perpetual parking and 
access easement, and how both owners who are present will have to sign off on the 
plat.  She stated how this is a final approval and explained the reasoning for the need 
for this to come through the planning commission.  She said how there is no developer’s 
agreement because all of the utilities are in place and are already separate.  She added 
how they will need to work with the building inspector to bring the building up to code.   
 
Mr. Helms asked if this was the same property or if this was for the other property.  Ms. 
Ellis stated that this was still for Mr. Parsons’ property but there is another property that 
will need to go through the same process.  Chairman Powers asked if there were any 
other questions and there were none.  
 
 A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER NELSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER MCWALTER, TO APPROVE FINAL APPROVAL OF GARDEN 
VALLEY 6th RESUBDIVISION BEING A REPLAT OF LOT 1 BLOCK 3 GARDEN 
VALLEY ADDITION. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  Christianson. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
Ms. Ellis informed the group that this will be on the agenda at the City Council meeting 
on April 15th starting at 5:00pm.  She told Mr. Parsons and Mr. Heffernan to feel free to 
attend and how it was helpful if they would be there to answer questions of the council.  
Mr. Heffernan asked if it would be appropriate to email the council members so they 
know what they are wanting addressed.  Ms. Ellis stated how the reports the planning 
commission received will be put in the packet the council receives. Chairman Powers 
said he recommended for them to attend the City Council meeting because this is a 
complicated issue.  Mr. Heffernan stated they would be there for sure.  Mr. Galstad 
stated that if they had something to submit they should send it to the Administration 
Office so it could be included in the packet.      
 

4. PUBLIC HEARING.  Matter of Approval to rezone Lot 16 Block 1 Garden 
Valley 2nd Addition, known as the Pederson Property, from R-1 to PUD before 
platting take place. 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER NELSON, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
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Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
Ms. Ellis stated that Mr. Pederson was not able to attend the meeting today because he 
had to work.  Chairman Powers asked if this needed to be postponed.  Ms. Ellis said it 
didn’t and the commission could still act on these items.  Commissioner McWalter 
asked what the difference was compared to the property that was just discussed.  Ms. 
Ellis stated that the only common wall that is shared at this location is in the garage and 
how the houses are completely separate.  She added there aren’t any access issues.  
Commissioner McWalter asked if any actions today would affect any future owners or 
future sales in a negative way.  Ms. Ellis stated they should only be affected in a 
positive way.  She explained how these lots were shown and sold as splits without 
planning commission approval so these actions would clean up the issues with these 
lots.  Ms. Ellis stated she personally would not allow for a twin home to be built in a 
single family residence but these homes are already there. 
 
Ms. Ellis stated what was done with these lots was nonconforming; she didn’t know how 
it was recorded as a split when there is no record of the split with the City.  Ms. Ellis 
explained that many areas were given lump zoning districts before the zoning 
ordinances were passed.  Commissioner McWalter asked what that meant.  Ms. Ellis 
stated that they would look at an area and if the majority of the area was single family 
residences they would zone it as R-1 or single family residence.  Commissioner 
McWalter asked they were able to build these twinhomes then.  Ms. Ellis stated the 
homes had already been built when the zoning was put in place.  Discussion followed 
about the future of these lots, possible liabilities, and if this would be considered a 
taking by the City.  Ms. Ellis added that this would clean things up, have the lots meet 
requirements, and how there are no requirements for the commission approve any 
amendments to the PUD plans.  She explained how this would allow them to sell the lot 
legally meeting the current zoning requirements.   
 
She said this twinhome is the exactly the same accept this does not have any perpetual 
parking agreement because everything is already separate.  She stated how the only 
common wall is in the garage so that is the only place they need to add sheet rock.  Ms. 
Ellis added how the neighbors are completely in favor of these being sold and prefer 
that these are sold instead of rented.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC MEETING. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER NELSON, TO APPROVE THE REZONE OF LOT 16 BLOCK 1 
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GARDEN VALLEY 2nd ADDITION, KNOWN AS THE PEDERSON PROPERTY, FROM 
R-1 TO PUD BEFORE PLATTING TAKES PLACE. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 

5. Matter of Approval of Garden Valley 2nd Addition PUD Development Plan. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, TO APPROVE THE GARDEN VALLEY 2nd 
ADDITION PUD DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING.  Matter of Final Approval of Garden Valley 5th 
Resubdivision being a replat of Lot 16 Block 1 Garden Valley 2nd Addition. 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER MCWALTER, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
Ms. Ellis stated that this was for the approval of the plat that would split the property.  
She explained that Mr. Pederson is the owner of both sides so he will be the only one 
that will be signing off on the plat.  Chairman Powers asked if there were any questions 
or comments.  Commissioner Helms asked if this would be the same agreement and if it 
would have to pass inspection and meet other recommendations.  Ms. Ellis said it was 
and how it will be moved on for council approval.    
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER NELSON, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER NELSON, TO APPROVE THE FINAL APPROVAL OF THE 
GARDEN VALLEY 5th RESUBDIVISION BEING A REPLAT OF LOT 16 BLOCK 1 
GARDEN VALLEY 2nd ADDITION. 
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Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
Ms. Ellis commented how she did not understand how the Parsons’ property was sold in 
2006 because there was no condo agreement.  Mr. Galstad stated his opinion was 
someone had messed up on the legal description.  He then asked about not having any 
zoning up on the north end until 2000.  Ms. Ellis stated there was zoning but it was 
redone with the land use plan and it cleaned up a lot from the original zoning done 
around 1987.  Commissioner McWalter asked when the neighborhood was built.  
Chairman Powers said the 1970s.  Discussion followed about how rentals were allowed 
in R-2 so someone more than likely owned the property and rented out part of the 
space.  Ms. Ellis stated there are not many lots that have twinhomes on them and it is 
no longer allowed to condo split level homes because of the requirements separate 
utilities, entrances and exits, along with other services because condos are only allowed 
in a PUD district.  Ms. Ellis stated that if someone made a lot non-conforming  
Commissioner Christianson added that if a property owner went ahead with an illegal 
split, sold the property as two separate lots, the City will be no more liable in that 
circumstance than the properties that were brought forward today. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY COMMISSIONER ERICKSON, SECONDED BY 
COMMISSIONER CHRISTIANSON, TO ADJOURN THE APRIL 3rd, 2014, MEETING 
OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS PLANNING COMMISSION AT 12:55 P.M. 
 
Voting Aye: Powers, Christianson, Nelson, Helms, Erickson, and McWalter.   
Voting Nay:  None. 
Absent: Boushey. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Megan Nelson 
Executive Assistant 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14 – 06 - 54 
 

 

RESOLUTION ORDERING IMPROVEMENT AND PREPARATION OF PLANS AND 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2014 CITY PROJECT NO. 6 – MILL/OVERLAY CEMETERY 

 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member ________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires plans and specifications for 2014 City Project No. 6 – Mill 

/Overlay Cemetery. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA that the City Council directs the City Engineer to prepare plans 

and specifications for the 2014 City Project No. 6 – Mill/Overlay Cemetery per the guidelines of 

the existing engineering services agreement with Widseth Smith Nolting Engineering. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay: 

Absent:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. Passed: June 17, 2014 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 17
th

 of June, 2014. 

 

  ________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Users\mnelson\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\KQ64YLFA\Dept setup 

June.doc 

 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 

 

Date: June 12, 2014 
 

To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 

 

From:  Nancy Ellis, City Planner – Community Development 
 
RE: Office setup and staff 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

 

After our presentation on the office setup at the May 27
th

 work session, I was asked to sit down with 

InDepth Inspections and Mr. Murphy to discuss the contract and possible savings or contract changes 
we could make to benefit the City and possibly retain their services in September.  I have prepared a 

spreadsheet that shows the breakdown of last year’s billing from InDepth Inspections.  I have then 

compared past budget expenditures and revenue for the Building Inspections Dept to 2013 when we 
have used an outside service, InDepth Inspections.  The spreadsheet is attached for your review.  

 

Based on the review of the spreadsheet, the difference made up by the general fund is fairly comparable 
with or without the contracted services .  If we were to reduce the scheduled office time to only 5 

months/year or when we are the busiest with building permits; we could see a savings of approximately 
$22,000.  As well, if it was a slower permit season; a savings would be seen in what InDepth receives in 

permit fees.  To compare, see years 2010 and 2011 when our permit fees were low (only 4 new homes that 
year).  I feel that if we continue with our InDepth contract, we can provide continued service to the 

public, allow for more available inspectors, and see a savings in our down years for permitting.  

 

(Reminder:  one position that needs the most change is the permit technician job description.  W hen the 
technician retires, I hope to change the job description to Administrative Assistant.  This person would 
perform more Planning, Transit and N uisance duties (write and mail letters, take minutes, help with 

billing, help with questions and applications, help with filing, help with rental inspections).  This would 
help with the workload in both the office and with the Administration Office upstairs. ) 
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  Request for Council Action 

2 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

I have evaluated the department duties and job descriptions.  Staff is requesting Council direction on 
either renewing InDepth’s contract in September with the office hour changes ; or beginning the process 

of hiring a full time inspector. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14 – 06 – 55 

 

 
Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution 

and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the full time Building Inspector retired in October 2012;  

 

WHEREAS, after the retirement of the Building Inspector the City Council entered into a 

contract with Indepth Inspection to provide inspection services for the City; and 

 

WHEREAS, with the hiring of a full time City Planner the City Council created the Community 

Development Office; and   

 

WHEREAS, until the City Planner defined the positions in the office and duties the City Council 

continued with contracting building inspection services; and 

 

WHEREAS, the positions and job duties have been defined for the Community Development 

Office and the City Council will need to choose to continue with contracted inspections services 

or hire a full time building inspector; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the City Council of East Grand Forks will move forward and 

_________________________ for building inspection services. 
 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: June 17, 2014 

Attest: 

 

_________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of the Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 17
th

 day of June, 2014. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

 Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14 – 06 – 56 

 

 
Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution 

and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Development Director position was re-evaluated by Springsted,   

 

WHEREAS, the result of the re-evaluation was an increase in points and grade; and  

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the City Council of East Grand Forks will place Community 

Development Director Nancy Ellis at Grade ________, step ________. 
 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: June 17, 2014 

Attest: 

 

_________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of the Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 17
th

 day of June, 2014. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

 Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14 – 06 - 57 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND AWARDING BID FOR IMPROVEMENT 
 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution and 

moved its adoption: 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the improvement of 2014 City Project No. 2 – Sidewalk 

Improvements, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law, and the following bids were received 

complying with the advertisement: 

 

AND WHEREAS, it appears that Hanson Construction is the lowest responsible bidder at a bid price of 

$145,112.13.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  

1. The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to enter into a contract with 

Hanson Construction in the name of the City of East Grand Forks for the improvement of 2014 City 

Project No. 2 – Sidewalk Improvements, according to the plans and specifications therefore approved by 

the City Council and on file in the administration office. 

 

2. The City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to return forthwith to all bidders the deposits 

made with their bids, except that the deposits of the successful bidder and the next lowest bidder shall be 

retained until a contract has been signed. 

 

3. The revenue in of the following accounts of the City Projects Fund is hereby increased by the following 

amount with additional funds from the federal and state funds totaling $185,744.73. 

 

  415-39-000-39201 Transfer In $12,655.03 

   MNDOT $116,089.70 

   Transit Funds $57,000.00 

 

4.  The expenses in of the following accounts of the City Projects Fund are hereby increased by the following 

amounts: 

 

  415-43-153-43030 Engineering (14CP2) $29,023.63 

  415-43-153-45300 Construction (14CP2) $145,112.13  

  415-43-153-44300 Miscellaneous (14CP2) $11,608.97 
 

 

Voting Aye:      

Voting Nay:    

  
The President declared the resolution passed. 

 

 Passed: June 17, 2014 

Attest: 

 

 ______________________________________   _______________________________________  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 17
th
 of June, 2014. 

 

  _______________________________________  

  Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14 – 06 - 58 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND AWARDING BID FOR IMPROVEMENT 
 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution and 

moved its adoption: 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the improvement of 2014 Assessment Job No. 1 – Street 

Reconstruction – 17
th
 Street NE, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law, and the following 

bids were received complying with the advertisement: 

 

AND WHEREAS, it appears that Paras Contracting is the lowest responsible bidder at a bid price of 

$1,009,017.65.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  

1. The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to enter into a contract with 

Hanson Construction in the name of the City of East Grand Forks for the improvement of 2014 

Assessment Job No. 2 – Street Reconstruction, according to the plans and specifications therefore 

approved by the City Council and on file in the administration office. 

 

2. The City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to return forthwith to all bidders the deposits 

made with their bids, except that the deposits of the successful bidder and the next lowest bidder shall be 

retained until a contract has been signed. 

 

3. The revenue in of the following accounts of the Assessment Job Fund is hereby increased by the 

following amount with additional funds from the federal and state funds totaling $1,311,723.01. 

 

  414-39-000-39201 Transfer In $573,883.01 

   Federal Funds $737,840.00 

 

4.  The expenses in of the following accounts of the Assessment Job Fund are hereby increased by the 

following amounts: 

 

  414-43-144-43030 Engineering (14AJ1) $201,803.60 

  414-43-144-45300 Construction (14AJ1) $1,009,017.65  

  414-43-144-44300 Miscellaneous (14AJ1) $100,901.76 
 

 

Voting Aye:      

Voting Nay:    

  
The President declared the resolution passed. 

 

 Passed: June 17, 2014 

Attest: 

 

 ______________________________________   _______________________________________  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 17
th
 of June, 2014. 

 

  _______________________________________  

  Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  14 – 06 – 59 

 
 

Council Member ______, supported by Council Member _____, introduced the following resolution and 

moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in 

check number 18990 for a total of $1,642.94. 

 

WHEREAS, Craig Buckalew, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases 

were made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are 

confirmed and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such 

claim on the filing of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 

471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $1,642.94 paid for such goods is as low as, or lower 

than, the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the purchase was 

made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on June 17, 2014. 

 

Voting Aye:   

Voting Nay:    

Abstain:  

   

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: June 17, 2014 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 17
th

 of June, 2014. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Craig Buckalew, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 3
rd

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The City of East Grand Forks check number 18990 for a total of $1,642.94. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on June 17, 2014. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or 

lower than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the 

claim is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 

 

 Dated: _______________________  

 

 

  _______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 
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Accounts Payable

Printed: 6/12/2014 -  4:02 PM

lkatkaUser:

Check Register Totals Only

Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 7,000.00  0Abdo, Eick & Meyers LLPABD00206/17/2014 18951

 1,280.56  0Acme Electric CompaniesACM00106/17/2014 18952

 1,200.00  0Albrecht ManufacturingALB00106/17/2014 18953

 60.00  0Allpro Interior Care IncALL00406/17/2014 18954

 486.42  0Altru Health SystemALT00106/17/2014 18955

 401.50  0American Tire ServiceAME00206/17/2014 18956

 99.44  0Ameripride Linen & Apparel ServicesAME00506/17/2014 18957

 300.00  0Robert AndersonAND00606/17/2014 18958

 184.11  0Apollo Electric IncAPO00106/17/2014 18959

 118.95  0Aqua Water SolutionsAQU00106/17/2014 18960

 378.47  0Bobcat of Grand ForksBOB00106/17/2014 18961

 359.50  0Gerald BousheyBOG00106/17/2014 18962

 1,631.60  0Brians FlooringBRI00406/17/2014 18963

 60.00  0Brite-Way Window CleaningBRI00306/17/2014 18964

 293.45  0BSN Sports Inc.BSN00106/17/2014 18965

 22.99  0Business EssentialsBUS00206/17/2014 18966

 299.70  0C&R Laundry & CleanersC&R00106/17/2014 18967

 664.75  0California Contractors Supplies IncCAL00206/17/2014 18968

 128.00  0Canon Financial ServicesCAN00106/17/2014 18969

 512.00  0Coldspring MemorialCOL00406/17/2014 18970

 128.70  0Cummins NPower LLCCUM00106/17/2014 18971

 9,104.00  0Dakota FenceDAK00206/17/2014 18972

 25.78  0EGF Petty CashEGF01306/17/2014 18973

 59.88  0Emergency Apparatus Maintenance IncEME00106/17/2014 18974

 306.60  0Environmental EquipmentENV00206/17/2014 18975

 1,793.86  0ExponentEXP00206/17/2014 18976

 132.80  0Filter CareFIL00106/17/2014 18977

 1,131.40  0Flagship Recreation LLCFLA00406/17/2014 18978

 222.75  0Forks FreightlinerFOR00106/17/2014 18979

 177.32  0G&K ServicesG&K00106/17/2014 18980

 13,205.25  0Galstad Jensen & McCann PAGAL00306/17/2014 18981

 706.48  0Garden Hut IncGAR00106/17/2014 18982

 18,798.95  0GF City Utility BillingGFC00106/17/2014 18983

 43.69  0GF Fire EquipmentGFF00106/17/2014 18984

 658.87  0GF HeraldGFH00206/17/2014 18985

 65.10  0GF Welding & MachineGFW00106/17/2014 18986

 2,639.00  0Glass Pro's IncGLA00106/17/2014 18987

 277.39  0Gopher State Lawn SprinklersGOP00206/17/2014 18988

 412.95  0Greg's Lawn CareGRE00206/17/2014 18989

 1,642.94  0Hardware HankHAR00106/17/2014 18990

 257.45  0Heartland PaperHEA00106/17/2014 18991

 26,158.78  0Horizon Commercial Pool SupplyHOR00106/17/2014 18992

 130.28  0Hugo'sHUG00106/17/2014 18993

 983.25  0Jet Way Multiple Services IncJET00106/17/2014 18994

 328.00  0JobsHQJobsHQ06/17/2014 18995

 900.00  0K&K Trucking IncK&K00106/17/2014 18996

 855.00  0Kellermeyer Building ServiceKEL00106/17/2014 18997

 261.42  0Knutson Printing CompanyKNU00106/17/2014 18998

 1,999.95  0Laker ChemicalLAK00106/17/2014 18999

 209.96  0League of MN CitiesLEA00106/17/2014 19000

AP-Check Register Totals Only (06/12/2014 -  4:02 PM) Page 1
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Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 143.26  0Lumber MartLUM00106/17/2014 19001

 88.20  0MarcoMAR00406/17/2014 19002

 750.00  0MBFTEMBF00106/17/2014 19003

 70.00  0Midcontinent CommunicationsMID00306/17/2014 19004

 125.00  0Midwest Pest Control IncMID01606/17/2014 19005

 592.64  0Midwest Specialty Sales IncMID00606/17/2014 19006

 93.02  0Mike's PizzaMIK00106/17/2014 19007

 1,380.00  0Minnesota Pump WorksMPW00106/17/2014 19008

 120.00  0MN Dept of Labor & IndustryMND00306/17/2014 19009

 17,208.92  0MN Dept of TransportationMND01406/17/2014 19010

 540.00  0MN POST BoardMNP00506/17/2014 19011

 689.00  0Morgan PrintingCOM00206/17/2014 19012

 364.08  0Motion Industries IncMOT00106/17/2014 19013

 452.51  0MSC Industrial Supply Co.BAR00506/17/2014 19014

 1,455.06  0MTI Distributing CompanyMTI00106/17/2014 19015

 341.31  0Nartec, IncNAR00306/17/2014 19016

 1,960.00  0Newman SignsNEW00106/17/2014 19017

 607.55  0North Central Rental & LeasingNOR01006/17/2014 19018

 1,150.00  0Northland Yard ServiceNOR02406/17/2014 19019

 2,500.00  0NW MN Multi County HRANWM00206/17/2014 19020

 145.09  0O'Reilly Auto PartsORE00106/17/2014 19021

 131.82  0OK Automotive Parts & EquipmentOKA00106/17/2014 19022

 6,461.40  0Roger OrchardORC00206/17/2014 19023

 26,537.40  0Paras ContractingPAR00506/17/2014 19024

 116.00  0PDQ Sanitary ServicesPDQ00106/17/2014 19025

 178.00  0Peterson Veterinarian Clinic P.C.PET00106/17/2014 19026

 29,200.00  0Polk County AdministratorPOL01506/17/2014 19027

 259.55  0Polk County Auditor TreasurerPOL00206/17/2014 19028

 46.85  0Polk County DACPOL00906/17/2014 19029

 889.50  0Prairie Wind BG IncPRA00306/17/2014 19030

 383.98  0Praxair DistributionPRA00106/17/2014 19031

 28.00  0Premium Waters IncPRE00106/17/2014 19032

 6,186.75  0PS Door ServicesPSD00106/17/2014 19033

 280.85  0Quill CorpQUI00106/17/2014 19034

 465.49  0RDO Powerplan OIBRDO00106/17/2014 19035

 82.43  0Reliable Office SuppliesREL00106/17/2014 19036

 263.90  0Revolutions Power SportsREV00106/17/2014 19037

 1,156.58  0Rhomar Industries, Inc.RHO00106/17/2014 19038

 575.00  0RMB Environmental Lab IncRMB00106/17/2014 19039

 308.82  0Karina RudeRUD00106/17/2014 19040

 15.96  0Rydell ChevroletRYD00106/17/2014 19041

 40.00  0Michelle SchaferSCH02706/17/2014 19042

 17.16  0Spray AdvantageSPR00206/17/2014 19043

 267.55  0Stone's Mobile Radio IncSTO00106/17/2014 19044

 548.90  0Strata CorpSTA00506/17/2014 19045

 89.99  0Sun Dot CommunicationsSUN00206/17/2014 19046

 4,956.92  0The Retrofit Companies IncRET00106/17/2014 19047

 97.92  0Tristeel ManufacturingTRI00106/17/2014 19048

 91.58  0True North EquipmentTRU00306/17/2014 19049

 62.50  0True TempTRU00106/17/2014 19050

 38.98  0Tubs of FunDER00306/17/2014 19051

 132.81  0US Bank Equipment FinanceUSB00406/17/2014 19052

 335.00  0USPS PostmasterUSP00206/17/2014 19053

 1,329.70  0Valley Petroleum EquipmentVAL00106/17/2014 19054

 2,562.68  0Valley TruckVAL00206/17/2014 19055

 610.32  0Verizon WirelessVER00106/17/2014 19056

 50.00  0Viking Industrial Center, IncVIK00206/17/2014 19057

 341.33  0Vilandre Heating & A/CVIL00106/17/2014 19058

 38,079.46  0Waste MgmtWAS00106/17/2014 19059
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http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=APCheck&id=0072241760


Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 4,885.97  0Water & Light DepartmentWAT00106/17/2014 19060

 405.00  0WDAZ TVWDA00106/17/2014 19061

 39.00  0Wex BankWEX00106/17/2014 19062

 1,547.00  0Wilbur-EllisWIL00206/17/2014 19063

 590.00  0Wizard's Enterprises Inc.WIZ00106/17/2014 19064

 91.80  0Zee Medical ServiceZEE00106/17/2014 19065

Check Total:  260,654.73
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http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=APVendor&id=WAT001
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