
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2014 - 5:30 P.M. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Kennedy Bridge Study Update – Greg Boppre 

 

2. Summer Sprinkle Rate – Bonnie Abel 

 

3. Praxis Study – Nancy Ellis 

 

4. City Lot Next to Minnesota Heights – David Murphy 

 

5. Request to Purchase a Pool Heater – Dave Murphy/Dave Aker 

 

6. Liquor License Restrictions & New Business – Megan Nelson 

 

7. Discussion of Payment in Question – Clarence Vetter 

 

8. Verbal Update from City Administrator  – David Murphy  

 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Regular Council Meeting – May 20, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – May 27, 2013 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – June 3, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – June 10, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Training Room  
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 05/09/14 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre  
 
RE: Kennedy Bridge Update  
 

 
A representative from MNDOT will be at the meeting to help give an update and answer questions 
regarding the Kennedy Bridge Project.  The following reports have been made available which two items 
the council has already seen: 
 
Technical Memorandum:  Pier 6 Movement Capacity – 127 pages 
 
A Fact Sheet from December of 2013 – 4 pages 
 
NEW REPORT - Final Report:  US Trunk Highway 2 Red River Crossing (Kennedy Bridge) Planning 
Study – 62 pages 
 
NEW REPORT - Technical Memorandum:  Bridge Rehabilitation Alernatives – 68 pages 
 
NE W REPORT – Kennedy Bridge Planning Study Technical Memorandum:  Bridge Replacement 
Options – 21 pages long   
 
Due to the length of these reports they were not included in the packet.  If you would like an electronic 
copy or paper copy of any of these reports please contact Ms. Nelson in the Administration Office. 
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Request for Council Action 
 

Date: 5/2/14 

To: EGF City Council 

Cc: 

From: Bonnie Abel, Customer and Energy Services, Water and Light Dept  

RE: Summer Sprinkling Rate 

Background:   

The Water and Light Commission has historically set the “Sprinkling Rate”, because it included a 
discount on sewer AND water.  The last resolution on this was dated July 2004 and at that time the 
discount applied only to sewage with no discount given to excess water used.   
 
With a question being raised by customers on the months that are included in the Sprinkling Rate, the 
Commission felt that it was no longer under their authority to make decisions on the Sprinkling Rate, 
since it only includes sewer discounts and no longer includes water discounts.  This is why I am bringing 
this to the Council for discussion. 
 
Sprinkling Rate: 
 
An average of the customer’s winter water usage is figured and during the summer months, customers 
are not charged sewage on any water used over the winter average.  The current Sprinkling Rate months 
are: 

 Southend – Starts with the April 5 – May 5 reading (May 15th bill) 
                      Ends with the August 5 – Sept 5 reading (September 15th bill) 

 Northend – Starts with the April 20 – May 20 reading (June 1st bill) 
                      Ends with the August 20 – Sept 20 reading (October 1st bill) 

The concern that has been brought to our attention is that there are still quite a few customers in the 
South End billing cycle that sprinkle between the Sept 5th reading and the October 5th reading.   With the 
Sept 5th reading being the last reading of the Sprinkling Rate, they are no longer getting the break on the 
sewage for the water used to sprinkle.   

 

Recommendation:  

 I will show you some statistics that show that it might be time to adjust the Sprinkling Rate months. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 05/09/14 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Megan Nelson 
 
RE: Liquor License Restrictions & New Business  
 

 
In the last few weeks the City has been contacted by a business who might be interested in opening up 
in East Grand Forks.  The business is called Canvas 2 Paint.  They currently operate in Rapid City, South 
Dakota.  This business consists of group painting sessions where an instructor guides them through 
replicating a painting.  The fee they charge covers the cost of the canvas, paints, brushes, easels, and 
aprons.  They also have drinks and snacks available for purchase.   Their website can be found at 
www.canvas2paint.com.   
 
In South Dakota they qualify for a wine or liquor license so they are allowed to serve wine at their 
functions.  They were hoping to do something similar here.  At this time there is nothing that would 
allow for them to be able to qualify for any type of liquor license.  I spoke with a representative from the 
Alcohol & Gambling Division; I was told they could possibly qualify for an On-sale 3.2 Percent Malt 
Liquor License which would allow them to qualify for a consumption and display license allowing 
people to bring in their own liquor or wine.  They would not qualify for a 3.2 license under the current 
ordinance. 
 
Minnesota Statue 340A.403 3.2 PERCENT MALT LIQUOR LICENSES states that it is the governing 
body of a city or county may issue off-sale or on-sale licenses for the sale of 3.2 percent malt liquor within 
their respective jurisdictions.  Resources from the League show that On-sale 3.2 percent malt liquor 
licenses may be issued to drugstores, restaurants, hotels, clubs, bowling centers, golf courses, and 
establishments used exclusively for the sale of 3.2 percent malt liquor with the incidental sale of tobacco 
and soft drinks.    Our current ordinance does not include golf courses or establishments. 
 
At this time would the council consider amending the ordinance so this business would qualify for a 3.2 
percent malt liquor license? 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 05/09/14 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
   
 
RE: City Expenses Incurred from 2014 Ice Show  
 

 
Approximately $6250 was taken in at this year’s Ice Show Event.  The following are the expenses the 
City has paid that were incurred from the 2014 Ice Show.   
 
General Supplies - $1655.02 
 
Costumes - $428.91 
 
Publicity - $419.56 
 
Ice Show Decorations - $2,929.39 
 
Wages designated as Ice Show wages - $1148.38 
  - Basic skating fees paid at registration included coaches’ wages through the season which 

includes the ice show. 
 
Total Expenses - $6581.26 
 
If more information or a breakdown of the purchases is needed in any of these categories please contact 
the Administration Office. 
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