
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8, 2014 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. 2013 City Project No. 1 Multi-use Trail Bid Results  – Greg Boppre 

 

2. 2014 Assessment Job No. 1 17
th

 Street Bid Results – Greg Boppre 

 

3. Request to Purchase Pickup for Park & Rec Dept – Dave Aker 

 

4. Request to Purchase Tractor for Cemetery – Dave Aker 

 

5. Request to Purchase a Pool Heater – Dave Aker 

 

6. Request to Hire Summer Seasonal Employees for Park & Rec – Dave Aker 

 

7. Request to Hire Summer Seasonal Employees for Public Works – Jason Stordahl 

 

8. Residential Refuse Proposals – Jason Stordahl 

 

9. Alarm System – Megan Nelson 

 

10. Civic Center Update – David Murphy 

 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Regular Council Meeting – April 15, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – April 22, 2013 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – May 6, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – May 13, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Training Room  
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: April 2, 2014 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten,  Chad Grassel,  Mark 
Olstad and Dale Helms. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre, P.E. 
 
RE:  2013 City Project No. 1 – Multi-Purpose Trail 
 

 
Background: 
The above referenced project will be bid next Tuesday, April 8 and Steve Emery will bring the bids to the 
Work Session. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Review bids 
  
Enclosures: 
Bid results will be handed out at meeting 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: April 2, 2014 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten,  Chad Grassel,  Mark 
Olstad and Dale Helms. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre, P.E. 
 
RE:  2014 Assessment Job No. 1 – 17TH Street NE Reconstruction 
 

 
Background: 
The above referenced project will be bid next Tuesday, April 8 and Steve Emery  will bring the bids to 
the Work Session. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Review bids 
  
Enclosures: 
Bid results will be handed out at meeting 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: April 2, 2014 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Dave Aker 
 
RE:  Seasonal workers for the summer  
 

 
Background: 
 
We are looking at hiring for the summer and we have many areas that we need people to work.   I have 
put together approximately how many people we are going to need.  The following is a list of workers for 
each activity: Campground (10 – 13); Swimming pool (18 – 20); Tennis (1 – 3); Softball (7 – 10); Baseball 
(15 – 17); Umpires (4-6); Mowers (2); Flowers (4); Playground (7-8), Cemetery (1), and an intern from 
UND. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
We have hired this staff for the last couple of years and I think we should do it again. 
 
Enclosures: 
 
N/A 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 4/2/2014 

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice   

President Greg Leigh, Council members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Henry Tweten,  Mark Olstad, and 
Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl, Public Work Director  
 
RE: Summer Hires 
 

 
History:  Last year the Public Works Department hired 5 seasonal employees to maintain the levee, 
greenway, and other miscellaneous City owned properties.  This has been in the past, and is again this 
year a budgeted item. 
 
 
 
Request:  I’m requesting the approval to hire 5 seasonal employees for the 2014 mowing season.   
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 4/4/2014 

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice   

President Greg Leigh, Council members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms, Henry Tweten,  Mark Olstad, and 
Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Jason Stordahl, Public Work Director  
 
RE: Residential Refuse and Recycling Collection 
 

 
History:  As we discussed in previous meetings, the City of East Grand Forks’ contract with Waste 
Management for Residential Refuse and Recycling Collection expires this June.  We have advertised for 
request for proposals, and had two venders submit proposals.  The two vendors that submitted 
proposals were Waste Management and Country Wide Sanitation.  Attached in this packet you will 
find both proposals. 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation: Council reviews proposals and gives direction as to which vendor to award the 
Residential Refuse and Recycling contract. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 04/03/14 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Megan Nelson 
 
RE: Alarm Systems   

 
Here are four examples of how other cities implement their alarm system ordinance.  This information 
was collected from contacting the League for known examples and the City of Grand Forks. 
 
City of New Hope – population of 20,764 
 -  The City requires both businesses and residents to register. 
 - Businesses have to register every year by January 31st and the fee is $25. 
 - Residents only have to register once unless ownership changes.  The fee is also $25. 
 - False alarms can be charged separately and are as follows: 
 Police - 1-3 false alarms – no charge 
  4 false alarms - $50.00 
  5 false alarms - $100.00 
  6 or more false alarms - $200 per alarm and possible suspension of service 
 Fire – 1-3 false alarms – no charge 
  4 false alarms - $100.00 
  5 false alarms - $200.00  
  6 or more false alarms - $400 per alarm and suspension of service 
 
City of West St. Paul – population of 19,756 
-  Amended their alarm ordinance in March of 2013 and now only charge for false alarms.   
 Charges from the Police Dept for false alarms 
  0-3 false alarms – no charge 
  4-5 false alarms - $125 
  7-10 false alarms - $185 
  More than 10 per year - $270 
 Charges from the Fire Dept for false alarms 
  0-3 false alarms – no charge 
  4-5 false alarms - $118 
  7-10 false alarms - $171 
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City of Savage – population of 27,552 
- The City requires the registration of any alarm system for both business and residential. 
 - They require separate registrations for each alarm system.   
 - they also have a program a business can go through they call Best Practice which can help cut    

down on the amount for some fees charged for false alarms – shown as $amount followed by BP 
 
 - Police False Alarm Fees are as follows: 
1st False Alarm - $25  -  waived for BP 
2nd False Alarm - $50  -  $25 for BP 
3rd False Alarm - $100  -  $100 for BP 
4-5 False Alarms - $200 -  $200 BP 
6-7 False Alarms - $300 -  $300 for BP 
8-9 False Alarms - $400  -  $400 for BP 
10 and more - $500  -  $500 for BP 
 
The Fire Department is allowed to charge $400 per false alarm in excess of 2 within a consecutive 12 
month period. 
 
Savage also has included in their ordinance that they have the right to assess any unpaid and delinquent 
penalties against the property. 
 
City of Grand Forks - population of 53,456 
- They currently require a permit for both an alarm business and alarm users. 
- Currently they charge a user fee and for false alarms.   
 - The fees currently listed on the Grand Forks City website are as follows: 
  - Investigation Fee $62 
  - User Fee $31 
  - Alarm Business $31 
  - Alarm Installer $31 
  - In addition to these fees the fee schedule for false alarms is as follows: 
  - 1-4 alarms in a 6 month period – no charge 
  - 5-6 false alarms in a 6 month period - $25 per call 
  - 7 or more false alarms in a six month period - $35 per call 
 
 
Staff needs direction from the council for the following items: 
 - Do you want to charge fees for alarm systems? 
 - What is the fee structure going to be and what will be included?  
 
Included with this RCA are the alarm user registration forms for both residential and business from New 
Hope.  If this ordinance is going to be enforced I would like use a form very similar to these examples 
with the information our current ordinance requires. 
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