
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2014 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Feasibility Study for 2014 Assessment Job No. 1 – 17
th

 St NE  – Greg Boppre 

 

2. Campbell Library Roof Update – David Murphy/Charlotte Helgeson 

 

3. Sewage Rates for Customers with Frozen Lines – David Murphy/Megan Nelson 

 

4. Civic Center Expansion – David Murphy 

 

5. Municipal Code on Alarm Systems – Megan Nelson 

 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Regular Council Meeting – April 1, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – April 8, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Training Room  

Regular Council Meeting – April 15, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – April 22, 2013 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 
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AGENDA 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CLOSED SPECIAL MEETING  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2014 – FOLLOWING THE WORK SESSION 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

1. Closed session to evaluate the job performance of the City Administrator.  Closed session is to 

be performed according to the exception to the open meeting law pursuant to Minnesota Statute 

13D.05, Subd. 3(c). 

 

 

      

ADJOURN: 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings: 

Regular Council Meeting – April 1, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – April 8, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Training Room  

Regular Council Meeting – April 15, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – April 22, 2013 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 3/21/14 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre 
 
RE: Feasibility Study for 2014 Assessment Job No. 1 – 17th Street NE Reconstruction  
 

 
Included is a proposed assessment roll showing where funds could come from to help pay for the City 
portion of this project.  This is just a proposal.  The assessed percentage that was used was 45% because 
that is approximately what the local share of the project will be.  As discussed at the last meeting the 
council has always used a policy of 30% assessment on state aid streets but 17th Street NE is not a part of 
the state aid system.  
 
Please see the attachment which shows what properties would be assessed on this project. 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 
 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: March 25, 2014 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Charlotte Helgeson, EGF Campbell Library Director  
 
RE: Library Roof  Investigation Expert 2014 

 
History: 
Two investigations have been completed of the Library Roof concerning water damage in meeting 
room closet and ice damming in valleys of meeting room 
1)2011 done by Inspec—conclusion not reached.   

 Recommendation for further investigation. 
 

2)2012 done by Braun, Kraus Anderson and MacFarlane 

 Recommendation to gut and re-insulate meeting room roof and re-shingle the entire 
Library.  MacFarlane worked under separate contract to improve HVAC 
performance. 

 Construction completed October 2012 

 Water damage appeared in March 2013 (Same location as original concern) 

 Recommendation from KA and Braun—remove snow from roof, March 2013 

 Simple re-investigation by KA and Braun, no conclusion, recommended more 
investigation 

 Braun investigated roof cavity—recommendation to add heat tape, remove gypsum, 
insulate beam #2, re-foam and re-insulate, May 2013.  No action taken. 

 Council and Library Board asked for Braun to review of infrared photos taken by 
W&L Dept., September, 2013 

 Braun reported the new water damage is “an unrelated issue to the roof repairs 
completed in 2012”, Jan. 2014. 

 
Library Recommendation: Work with— 

 James Strommen of Kennedy and Graven, Lawyer from Minneapolis with expertise 
in construction  

 Gary Proskiw of Proskiw Engineering, Building Envelope Forensic specialist from 
Winnipeg, Manitoba with expertise in northern climate roof concerns 

  

8

mnelson
Typewriter
2



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

\\egfnas1\admin\Templates\RCA-Template 2014.docx 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 03/21/14 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  David Murphy/Megan Nelson  
 
RE: Reduced Sewage Rates for Customers with Frozen Lines  
 

 
There have been issues with residents having frozen lines or trying to prevent frozen lines.  The Water 
and Light Department put out a press release with steps for residents to follow and see if they would 
need to keep their water running to prevent frozen lines.  In the past when this has happened the Water 
and Light Commission has charged the resident an averaged amount of water use in the winter months.  
The City Council allowed for the same to be done with the sewage rate.  The Water and Light 
Department will continue to follow this practice with both the water rate as well as the sewage rate 
unless council has an objection to averaging the sewage rate.   
 
Staff is looking for direction from council:  Would you like to continue this practice?    
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 03/21/14 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Dale Helms,  Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Megan Nelson 
 
RE: Municipal Code Chapter on Alarm Systems  
 

 
The City was contacted recently to see if a permit was required for the installation of a security system.  
The Municipal Code has an entire chapter regulating alarm systems that are installed within the city.   
Over the last couple years the staff in the administration office has been going through files and we have 
not come across any past permits for an alarm business, alarm agent, or alarm user or fee schedule that is 
set by the City Council.     
 
Staff is looking for direction on how the council would like to move forward with either enforcing this 
chapter of the code or making changes to it.    
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