
WEEKLY MEMO 
 

Date:  January 24, 2014 
 

To: Mayor Lynn Stauss. Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice-President Greg 

Leigh, Council members Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 
 

RE:  Weekly Update  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
January 28, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Work Session – Training Room 

February 4, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Regular Meeting – Council Chambers 

February 11, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Work Session – Training Room 

February 18, 2014 – 5:00 PM – Regular Meeting – Council Chambers 

 

For Your Information: 

The City has been contacted by the North Valley Arts Council.  They will be submitting a special event 

application and a letter asking the City Council to waive the transient merchant fee for the vendors of 

Artfest.  This item will be included on the next regular meeting agenda. 

 

Department Updates: 
 

Police Department, Chief Hedlund 

 

Narcotics Information – The East Grand Forks Police Department and the Pine to Prairie Drug Task 

Force would like to remind the residents of East Grand Forks to take precautions and keep their 

prescription medications in a secure location.  This is true for all prescription medications but especially 

true for painkillers such as Hydrocodone, Oxycontin and other related medications.  The abuse of these 

types of medications has become a staggering blow to society through related expenses from thefts and 

other related crimes but even more importantly through the loss of life.  More people in the USA die 

each year from prescription drug overdose than die in traffic crashes.  Approximately 1.5 Million people 

are admitted to emergency rooms each year in the U.S. due to prescription drug and other drug 

overdoses with over 35,000 people dying from those overdoses each year.  Those numbers are steadily 

rising and at a very fast rate.  The majority of those overdoses and deaths are now directly attributed to 

the abuse of prescription drugs.  Prescription drugs have become the “high of choice” for many young 

people who simply do not realize what they are getting themselves into.  Many of these drugs are highly 

addictive and this problem has led to a surge in the amount of heroin use in the United States, including 

right here in East Grand Forks where we have had two heroin cases in the past two weeks.  Heroin has a 

similar high to many of these drugs but at times can be less expensive – leading more and more people 

to turn to this deadly and illegal drug.  If you have prescription medications in your home please keep 

them in a secure location.  If you have old medications that you no longer need please bring them to the 

EGFPD where you can deposit them in our drop box and we will properly destroy them.  Help us keep 

our community – and your children – safe.   

 



Agenda Items 
 

Item 1 will be reviewing information from SafeKids who is applying for a Transportation Alternative 

Program grant to administer to safe kids to school program within the East Grand Forks Public School 

System.  There will be representatives from SafeKids at the meeting to answer questions. 

 

Item 2 will be a review of the Strategic Plan and designation of duties to accomplish the goals that were 

set by both City Council and Staff.  Staff has started designated duties. 

 

Item 3 will be a brief review of the Land Use Plan by the City Planner who will be pointing out some 

items that have already been established in the Land Use Plan that will help the City reach the goals that 

have been set. 

 

Item 4 is a request from the Police Chief to start a hiring register. 

 

Item 5 will be a discussion about a parking by 4
th

 Ave NW and 17
th

 St NW.  This item was also 

discussed winter.    


