
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2013 - 7:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of November 19, 2013. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of November 26, 2013.  

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose.  

 

3.  Consider approving the Snow Removal Agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and the 

residents in Pinehurst Court for snow removal services until May 1, 2014. 

 

4. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-12-114 approving the worker’s compensation coverage for 

elected officials for 2014. 

 

5. Consider approving waiving the limit of a single occurrence without purchasing excess liability 

coverage for 2014. 
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ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

NONE 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

6. Consider approving Ordinance No. 11, 4
th

 Series Annexing That Part Of Government Lot One (1), 

Section Eighteen (18), Township One Fifty-One (151) North, Range Forty-Nine (49), West Of The 

Fifth Principal Meridian, Polk County, Minnesota. (1
st
 Reading). 

 

7. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-12-115 approving the amendment to the engineering contract 

and setting the fees for the upcoming waste water project. 

 

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-12-116 approving the amendments to the waste water facility 

plan and submitting the plan to MPCA for review. 

 

9.  Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-12-117 approving the 2013 Tax Levy, Collectable in 2014. 

 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-12-118 approving the 2014 Budget and to authorize specific 

financial related activities.   

 

CLAIMS: 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-12-119 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 17457 for a total of 

$1,603.97 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

12. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

 

ADJOURN: 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Work Session – December 10, 2013 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – December 17, 2013 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2013 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for November 19, 2013 was called to order 

by Council President Buckalew at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Council 

President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members Clarence Vetter, Ron 

Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Greg Boppre, City 

Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; 

Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David 

Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant; and Jim Richter, 

EDHA Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of November 5, 2013. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of November 12, 2013.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER OLSTAD, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VETTER, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) THROUGH TWO (2). 
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Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose.  

 

Council member Vetter asked to have item five pulled from consent.  Mr. Murphy asked to have item 

six pulled from consent.  Council President Buckalew stated these two items would be added to new 

business.   

 

3. Consider approving the agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and Thur-O-Clean for 

cleaning services for City Hall to begin on January 1, 2014. 

 

4. Consider approving the agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and Thur-O-Clean for 

cleaning services for the Police Department to begin on January 1, 2014. 

 

5. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-11-107 declaring that the City of East Grand Forks acts as the 

legal sponsor for the FY 2013-2014 funding to the State of Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources for the trail maintenance of snowmobile trails managed by the Red River Snowmobile 

Club. 

 

6. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-11-109 authorizing the City Council to order that the following 

costs, with interest charged at 10% per year beginning on January 1, 2014 for mowing grass on the 

listed properties be certified to the County Auditor for collection with the 2014 real estate taxes. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO APPROVE ITEMS THREE (3) THROUGH FOUR (4). 

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

7. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission Meeting for October 

17, 2013. 

 

8. Regular meeting minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting for October 10, 2013. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-11-110 approving the change orders for 2013 City Project No. 

3 – Police Building Improvement Project.    

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-11-110 APPROVING THE CHANGE 

ORDERS FOR 2013 CITY PROJECT NO. 3 – POLICE BUILDING IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT.    
 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-11-111 correcting the special assessments to parcel number 

83.04368.00 in Point of Woods 5
th

 Addition. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-11-111 CORRECTING THE 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS TO PARCEL NUMBER 83.04368.00 IN POINT OF WOODS 5
TH

 

ADDITION. 

 

Council member Vetter asked if there was a process put in place to make sure this does not happen 

again.  Mr. Galstad stated that the City will make sure this isn’t going to happen again and how if a 

replat will be taking place the Administration Office will be notified, a recapture of the special 

assessments will be done, and then recertified by the City Council.  He added that the records do not 

show that the recapture for this replat brought back to council to be certified.  Ms. Ellis clarified that the 

proper procedure was followed for the replat, it was the recapture that was not done properly.  Council 

President Buckalew asked Mr. Murphy if he was comfortable with the process.  Mr. Murphy said how 

he is comfortable with where the process is going.  He added that there are departments that will be 

meeting on this topic to make sure everything is covered and possibly to involve the County so everyone 

is on the same page.  Mr. Galstad stated that there has been difficulty in the past since the County will 

record any legal document for a split that wasn’t approved by the City even if it goes against the city 

code.  Council member Olstad asked where the money would be coming from.  Mr. Galstad stated that it 

will be the City’s responsibility since there is no legal action he can find have the developer to pay the 

difference.   

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

11. Consider approving the amendment to Lease Agreement No. 11874 between the City of East Grand 

Forks and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources extending the time of lease through 

November 30, 2015. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO APPROVE THE AMENDMENT TO LEASE AGREEMENT NO. 

11874 BETWEEN THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND THE MINNESOTA 
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES EXTENDING THE TIME OF LEASE 

THROUGH NOVEMBER 30, 2015. 
 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

12. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-11-112 approving the change order for 2013 City Project No. 2 

– Watermain and Forcemain replacement. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER OLSTAD, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-11-112 APPROVING THE CHANGE 

ORDER FOR 2013 CITY PROJECT NO. 2 – WATERMAIN AND FORCEMAIN 

REPLACEMENT. 
 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

13. Consider granting preliminary approval to amend the City’s Comprehensive Plan to include the 

update to the Long Range Transportation Plan – Street/Highway Element.    

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO GRANT PRELIMINARY APPROVAL TO AMEND THE CITY’S 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO INCLUDE THE UPDATE TO THE LONG RANGE 

TRANSPORTATION PLAN – STREET/HIGHWAY ELEMENT.   
 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

5. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-11-107 declaring that the City of East Grand Forks acts as the 

legal sponsor for the FY 2013-2014 funding to the State of Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources for the trail maintenance of snowmobile trails managed by the Red River Snowmobile 

Club. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-11-107 DECLARING THAT THE 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ACTS AS THE LEGAL SPONSOR FOR THE FY 2013-2014 

FUNDING TO THE STATE OF MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

FOR THE TRAIL MAINTENANCE OF SNOWMOBILE TRAILS MANAGED BY THE RED 

RIVER SNOWMOBILE CLUB. 

 

Council member Vetter asked if the City collects an administration fee for this because of all of the 

requirements put on the City including worker’s compensation coverage.  He also asked if Mr. Galstad 

had a chance to review this contract.  Mr. Galstad stated that no employees work on grooming the trails 

but the City could check to see if a ryder would need to be added for coverage.  He added that this 

contract has been in place for many years.  Ms. Anderson informed the council that the City already has 

a ryder covering volunteers but she will check to see if groomers would be covered.  Ms. Nelson also 
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informed the council that the snowmobile club handles everything, completes all of the paperwork, and 

brings in the items that need a signature from the City Administrator so the time spent on this is very 

minimal.   

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

 6. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-11-109 authorizing the City Council to order that the following 

costs, with interest charged at 10% per year beginning on January 1, 2014 for mowing grass on the 

listed properties be certified to the County Auditor for collection with the 2014 real estate taxes. 

 

Mr. Murphy explained to the council how parcel 83.01939.00 had been purchased but the title company 

did not verify any pending assessments of this property with the City.  He stated how he had spoken 

with the new owners and they were going to check with the title company and see if the title company 

would make the payment.  He suggested the resolution be amended and have that parcel be removed 

from being assessed.  Ms. Nelson stated she would amend the resolution so it would not include parcel 

83.01939.00.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADOPT THE AMENDED RESOLUTION NO. 13-11-109 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY COUNCIL TO ORDER THAT THE FOLLOWING COST, WITH 

INTEREST CHARGED AT 10% PER YEAR BEGINNING ON JANUARY 1, 2014 FOR 

MOWING GRASS ON THE LISTED PROPERTY BE CERTIFIED TO THE COUNTY 

AUDITOR FOR COLLECTION WITH THE 2014 REAL ESTATE TAXES. 

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

14. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-11-113 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 17335 for a total of $752.80 

whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-11-113 AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM HARDWARE HANK THE 

GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 17335 FOR A TOTAL OF $752.80 WHEREAS 

COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED FINANCIALLY IN THE 

CONTRACT.   
 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

15. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-

TREASURER TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Buckalew informed the council about the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities Fall 

Conference in Alexandria he, Mayor Stauss, Mr. Murphy, and Mr. Olstad had attended the week before.  

He stated how most of the information covered was about the upcoming state legislative session. 

 

Council Member Tweten stated the materials submitted for the packet by Mr. Haugen was very detailed, 

well put together, and commended him for the good work the MPO is doing. 

 

Council Member Leigh told Mr. Aker what a great job Mr. Swendseid was doing on trimming trees on 

Bygland Road.   

 

Mr. Murphy said he had two items with the first being an update on a project done in Crookston given 

by Mr. Strandell on Wednesday afternoon in the Training Room at 4:00pm.  He then asked the council 

members to check their calendars and see if they were available on January 10
th

 for the goal setting 

session.   

 

BUDGET PRESENTATIONS (Meeting Moving to Training Room): 

 

16.  Campbell Library Budget Presentation – Charlotte Helgeson 

 

Ms. Helgeson started her presentation by showing the council the new library logo that was created this 

year and reminded the council how the Campbell Library is now a four star library.  She continued on by 

reviewing work done to the exterior of the building this year and stated how the plan is to add cameras 

on the exterior next year since they already have the software set up for the interior of the building.   Ms. 

Helgeson then explained about the additions to the interior of the building which included installing 

circuit setters in the heating system which should help with the cold spots, replacing the meeting room 

chairs, replacing carpeting, and replacing baseboard fins.   

 

Ms. Helgeson stated how the Program Coordinator is now a full time position with the Volunteer 

Coordinator being cut back to part time to stay within the budget.  She gave an overview of the new 

software systems the library will be using which will allow for interlibrary loans, what the staff was 

currently working on, and how the library is working on strengthening outreach programs.  She 

continued by listing the capital improvement items the library that are upcoming which include 

replacing laptops, window replacement, and carpet replacement.  Council President Buckalew asked 

what was included already in the budget.  Ms. Anderson stated that since the resolution was passed 

setting aside the building maintenance fund for the next two years most of these items were pushed back 

in the capital improvement schedule.   
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Council member Tweten asked how much is accomplished by the volunteers at the library.  Ms. 

Helgeson told the council how all of the volunteers at the library are the equivalent to having another 

full time person working at the library because they help with so many different projects and events.   

 

17.  Water & Light Department Budget Presentation – Dan Boyce 

 

Mr. Boyce began his presentation by reviewing the list of employees and the Water & Light 

Commissioners.  He then began going over the graphs and information he had provided to the council in 

the packet by first going over water revenue and expenses.  He explained how the water deprecation is 

high and how usually money has to be taken from the electric fund to cover costs.  Mr. Olstad asked 

what is all in depreciation.  Ms. Andersons stated that it included all of the capital improvements and 

equipment.  Discussion followed about the Central Sub project that has not been completed yet and how 

sections of watermain are replaced every year.  Council member Tweten added that hopefully changing 

over from metal to fiberglass will help in the future. 

 

Mr. Boyce continued on with electric revenue and expenses.  He talked about the largest expense was 

purchasing power.  He also mentioned the franchise fee that is paid to the City and what goes into the 

building maintenance fund.  Mr. Boyce also told the council about the items that the Water & Light 

Department takes care of for the City without charging for which include putting up and taking down 

both the holiday decorations and floodwall.  This was followed by a brief overview of Water & Light 

five year plan for vehicles and equipment and the proposed water and electric rates for 2014.  Mr. Boyce 

stated that if anyone needed more information or had any questions on the information that was 

discussed he said they could visit him in his office.   

 

A short discussion followed regarding the building maintenance fund, how it was affected by the 

resolution passed by earlier in the year, and Mr. Boyce suggested the City works with Water & Light on 

the possibility of making some funding available for the building maintenance fund.  Council President 

Buckalew thanked Mr. Boyce for his suggestion and asked if the pool should be brought up at the goal 

setting meeting.  Mr. Murphy said that the pool project should be included in that discussion and stated 

that he was going to meet with the department heads the following day to put a priority list together for 

capital improvements for the meeting next Tuesday.    

 

Council member Vetter asked if the commission had already approved the budget for 2014.  Mr. Boyce 

said they had back in August.  Ms. Anderson also stated that $50,000 line item for energy efficiency 

needs to be taken out from the City budget because of changes in the requirements for using these funds 

and told the council how the City will only be able to recoup 25% of a project cost for energy efficiency 

and how the City will now have to cover the rest of the costs on these projects.    

 

18.  Park & Recreation Budget Presentation – Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Aker started his presentation by giving an overview of his department and the number of employees 

both full time and part time.  He pointed out that there are usually two seasonal people hired in the 

winter but this year he would only like to hire one.  Mr. Aker continued with overviews on the job duties 

in the different areas covered by the department which include flower beds, park areas, and skating 

rinks.  While discussing rinks Mr. Aker mentioned possibly taking out the rink on the south end of town 
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and putting an ice path around Stauss Park.  He added that there have been issues and complaints at this 

rink.  Council member Vetter asked if the rink was used.  Mr. Aker stated it was.  Council Vice-

President Leigh stated they should plan on flooding this rink because it is used frequently.  Council 

member Vetter also suggested flooding the rink and doing something else for the noise.  Council 

member Grassel suggested having the cops drive around and try to make sure there aren’t any issues.   

 

Mr. Aker continued on with explaining the Civic Center and VFW Arena.  Council member Grassel 

asked if the park department was in charge of moving snow off of the sidewalks and how that came 

about.  Discussion followed about all of the areas the Parks Department is in charge of snow removal.  

Mr. Aker stated this was why he wanted to hire a seasonal winter worker.  Mr. Aker then continued with 

an overview of the Blue Line Arena.  He informed the council how the Blue Line Club had asked to 

have ice on the arena from September until April and how much more that would cost.  Council member 

Vetter asked if the ice rental would cover the costs and Mr. Aker stated that it wouldn’t be.  Council 

President Buckalew suggested determining the costs and charging them for those costs.  

 

Mr. Aker continued his presentation with an overview of recreation which included the Senior Center, 

the swimming pool, the expansion of pickleball courts, the different sports for winter and summer, the 

cemetery, and the campground.  Mr. Aker informed the council how the campground has continued to 

have an increase in the number of visitors in the last couple years.  He finished up by explaining some 

capital improvement items, some that were included in the budget and others that were not. 
 

Mr. Murphy told the council that he was going to have the intern meet with the department heads and 

have a list made of what employees each department has for both full time and part time, what their job 

description is, and how things might be 2 and five years down the road.  Discussion followed about 

hiring a part time parks worker and new regulations coming out about rinks, how the systems to make 

ice in the arenas might have to be completely redone in the near future, and the current state of the Civic 

Center compressors.   
 

ADJOURN: 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADJOURN THE NOVEMBER 19, 2013 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 7:05 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, and Grassel.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2013 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for November 26, 2013 was called to order by 

Council President Craig Buckalew at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Council 

President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members Clarence Vetter, Ron 

Vonasek, Henry Tweten, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Greg Boppre, City 

Engineer; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; 

Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; David Murphy, City 

Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  Jim Richter, EDHA Director; and 

Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

1. Engineer Amendment to Contract – Greg Boppre/Engineer Committee  

 

Council member Vetter gave a brief summary of the negotiating process with the engineers and the new 

proposal for the engineering contract.  He stated how there is a set cost of design regardless the amount 

of the project so they settled on a lump sum of $700,000.  He continued by explaining the engineers will 

be getting a max of 3% of the total construction costs, down from 5%, for monitoring the progression of 

the project which will be paid at an hourly rate.  He stated how if the project comes in over 14 million 

these fees will be less than 8% and if the project comes in under 14 million it will cost little over 8% in 

fees. 

 

Mr. Murphy told the council that he had been contacted by Council member Olstad who was not able to 

be at the meeting tonight but had a question.  He stated that Council member Olstad wanted to know if 

this proposal included tertiary treatment or if it would be necessary to consider adding tertiary treatment 

to this amendment.  Mr. Boppre said he doesn’t foresee the MPCA or the EPA requiring or mandating 

tertiary treatment to be included with this project at this point or within the next two years.  He added 

that if something comes up during the project they can address it at that time.  Council President 

Buckalew asked Mr. Galstad if he had a chance to look over the document.  Mr. Galstad stated 

everything looked normal.  Mr. Boppre said he wanted to make sure the council knew how professional 

Council member Vetter was during the negotiation process.  Council President Buckalew thanked both 

Council member Vetter and Mr. Boppre for their work on this. 
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This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

2. Amendment of the Facility Plan for Stabilization Ponds – Greg Boppre 

 

Council President Buckalew asked if this had already been done.  Mr. Boppre informed the council they 

gave their approval to the engineers to make the amendment to the facility plan and what he is asking for 

is approval of the amended facility plan from council and then send it in to MPCA for them to review.  

He stated how large the entire document was and explained how only the pages that had been changed 

were included in the packet.  Mr. Boppre then reviewed the changes made to the facility plan, how they 

will handle the waste water that will come into the system every day, and how he is still looking at PFA 

for funding but is still looking for other sources as well.   

 

Council member Grassel asked how much needs to be built in the middle of the pond.  Mr. Boppre 

reviewed all of the things that need to be done and how it will also depends on the contractor.  Council 

member Tweten asked if it is going to be bid as one job or split into two jobs.  Mr. Boppre stated it is 

planned to be bid as one contract because it is such a big job it could attracted many contractors.  

Council member Vonasek asked if the ponds will be dried out and then have the biosolids removed or if 

the biosolids will be taken out in liquid form.  Mr. Boppre reviewed how both methods could work but 

he added that it would depend on the contractor.  More discussion followed about if the City will be 

getting back on the IEP list to possibly get funding from the state, if the City could utilize the 40 acres 

north of the ponds, and how the City should take advantage of no sales tax by putting the materials on 

one contract and labor on another contract. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

3. Annexation Update – Ron Galstad 

 

Mr. Galstad reminded the council at a previous meeting he was directed to draft an ordinance to annex 

into city limits a 2 acre piece that is city owned.  He stated a public hearing was not necessary because it 

is city owned property that was being annexed in.  Council member Leigh asked where this property was 

located.  The property location was described out next to Bygland road.  There were no other questions. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action.   

 

4. Snow Removal Agreement in Pinehurst Court – Megan Nelson 

 

Ms. Nelson explained the private right-of-way in Pinehurst Court has not yet been dedicated as public 

right-of-way.  She stated the process has started but more time is needed to have it completed.  She told 

the council that this was the same agreement from the year before; the only things changed were the 

termination date and the City Administrator’s name.  Discussion followed regarding how this became a 

private right-of-way, where the process is at to change this to a public right-of-way, what benefit there 

would be for the City, how these residents were paying a portion of the cost to have the dedication 

changed, and how the City would be covered for liability purposes under this agreement. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

5. Elected Official Insurance – Karla Anderson  

 

Ms. Anderson informed the council that every year the City takes out insurance to cover elected officials 
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and stated how the purchase of this coverage requires to be approved by a resolution.  Council member 

Tweten commented how important it was since council members covered.  There were some questions 

regarding boards and volunteer coverage.  Ms. Anderson explained it was only the elected official 

coverage that required a resolution. 

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

     

6. Consider Excess Liability Coverage for 2014 – Karla Anderson 

 

Ms. Anderson reminded the council about the discussion last year regarding this and stated how they 

waived the limit but didn’t purchase the additional coverage because it would have cost an additional 

$35,000 which was not included in the budget.  She explained what the council chose the year before 

and asked how they would like to proceed this year.  Council Vice-President Leigh stated he supported 

what the council did last year.  Council President Buckalew asked Mr. Murphy what is past experience 

has been regarding this issue.  Mr. Murphy stated in his past experience they didn’t waive the limit but if 

the insurance covers up to the 1,500,000 he didn’t see any problems with it.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

 

7. MPO Work Program – Clarence Vetter/Nancy Ellis 

 

Council member Vetter stated the MPO is looking to see if there were projects for next year and asked 

the City if they had anything they wanted researched.  He stated that he had spoken with Ms. Ellis and 

they only thing they came up with was looking at Bygland Road.  He stated that if there were any 

projects the council would like the MPO to look into, now is the time to suggest projects.  Ms. Ellis gave 

examples of other studies the MPO had done which included a freight access study and quiet zone study 

among others.  Council President Buckalew asked when the study would be completed.  Ms. Ellis stated 

it would be done at the end of 2014 or 2015.  Council President Buckalew asked what the deadline was 

for submitting an idea.  Council member Vetter stated the deadline was the end of December.       

 

8. Polk County Radio Grant – Gary Larson 

 

Chief Larson told the council that he has been attending monthly meetings for a Polk County Radio 

users group.  He added that Polk County is making a change to the 800 MHz radio system which is a big 

expense for the fire departments to change over.  He explained how the fire departments in the county 

are planning to apply for a grant to help pay for 800 radios for all Polk County Fire Departments.  Chief 

Larson informed the council this would mean East Grand Forks would get about 20 radios worth about 

$50,000 and it would only cost the City about $7,500.  He continued to explain how these radios could 

benefit the City and asked to see if the council would be in favor of moving forward with the grant 

process.  Council President Buckalew asked if it will be awarded in 2014 and if it was what the plan was 

to cover the $7,500.  Mr. Murphy stated they would either find money in the budget and if there weren’t 

any funds available, he wouldn’t have any issue advising the council to take money out of the fund 

balance to cover this grant.  Discussion followed about if the police would also be getting radios and the 

current issues with radios in our region with both Polk County and Grand Forks.    
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9. Capital Improvement Budget Discussion – David Murphy 

 

Ms. Anderson handed out new packets to the council with the newest numbers for capital improvements.  

She then explained if the City gets additional funds from the Water & Light Department most of the 

items would be funded.  She stated how the department heads met and went over everything that had 

been proposed, reorganized or pushed items back to other years, and from that meeting came the 

information that is being presented.  She also informed the council that the portable alarms the police 

department would like to purchase can be purchased with funds available this year so that item was 

removed from the 2014 budget.  Discussion followed about different items included in the capital 

improvement budget, how both projects will be funded next year, and how the departments are trying to 

stay on top of maintenance.  Mr. Murphy told the council how professional the department heads were 

when meeting and work very well together.   

 

Council Vice-President Leigh asked what would have to happen not to have a increase in the levy.  

More discussion followed about how much would have to be cut from the budget to keep it a flat levy, 

what could happen in the future if the City keeps a flat levy over a period of time, and how the budget 

process has gone the last couple years.   

 

This item will be referred to a City Council Meeting for action. 

   

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADJOURN THE NOVEMBER 26, 2013 WORK SESSION OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:16 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye: Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, Leigh, Grassel, and Vetter.   

Voting Nay: None. 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

David Murphy, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

\\egfnas1\admin\Templates\RCA-Template 2013.docx 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 11/22/13 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter,  Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Megan Nelson  
 
RE: Pinehurst Court Snow Removal Agreement 
 

 
Background: 
 
In November of 2012 the City Council approved an agreement between the City and the residents living 
in Pinehurst Court to have their private right-of-way cleaned.  This agreement was done so snow 
removal services could be provided.   The plan moving forward was to change this private right-of-way 
and have it dedicated as public right-of –way.   The process of changing the dedication of this right-of-
way has started but has not been completed. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
To allow for snow removal services and for liability purposes, I recommend the City enter into another 
agreement with these residents. 
 
Enclosures: 
 
Copy of the Agreement with a new termination date. 
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CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

AND 

RESISDENTS OF PINEHURST COURT 

ACCESS EASEMENT MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 

 

This agreement is between the City of East Grand Forks, hereinafter “City” and the residents of 

Pinehurst Court hereinafter referred to as “Resident”. 

Recitals 

1. The City is authorized to enter into this agreement pursuant to City Charter, City Code and 

Minnesota Statute. 

2. Resident has asked the City to declare the private access easement as depicted on the Plat of 

Water’s Edge Second Addition to be Public Right of Way. See Plat hereby attached as exhibit “A”. 

3. The City is not able to accomplish this request at the present time.  

4. Resident has now asked the City to provide snow removal for the access right of way for the 

winter.   

5. City believes that it is in the best interest of the resident and public safety to provide this 

service until the private access easement can be declared public right of way. 

6. The parties are entering into this maintenance agreement to govern the duties and 

responsibilities of the parties. 

Terms 

1. Term of the Maintenance agreement. 

 1.1  Effective Date:  This contract will be effective on the date last signed by the Resident 

and all City Officials. 

 1.2  It is anticipated that the snow removal service will be provided for one winter season 

and will expire on May 1, 2014. 

2. Services. 

 2.1  City will provide snow removal service. 

3. Responsibilities of the City. 
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 3.1  City will provide snow removal service on a per needed basis on the same terms and 

time frame as provided for the general public of the City of East Grand Forks. 

4. Responsibilities of the Resident. 

 4.1 Resident shall follow all calendar parking and emergency snow removal regulations to 

allow for efficient snow removal.  Resident specifically understands that any vehicle or other 

obstruction to the removal of snow from the access easement will be towed or removed at the 

resident’s sole expense.  See City Code Chapter 72 Parking Regulations. 

5. Liability. 

 5.1  Resident SHALL expressly assume all risks of injury, loss, or damage arising out of or in 

any way related to the above described activities, whether or not caused by the act, omission, 

negligence, or other fault of (City), its officers, its employees, or by any other cause. 

 

 5.2  Resident SHALL release and discharge (City), its officers, and its employees, from any 

and all claims, demands, and actions for such injury, loss, or damage, arising out of or in any way 

related to the above described activities, whether or not caused by the act, omission, negligence, or 

other fault of (City), its officers, its employees, or by any other cause. 

 

 5.3  Resident SHALL further agree to defend, indemnify and hold harmless (City), its 

officers, employees, insurers, and self-insurance pool, from and against all liability, claims, and 

demands, court costs and attorney fees, including those arising from any third party claim asserted 

against (City), its officers, employees, insurers or self-insurance pool, on account of injury, loss or 

damage, including without limitation claims arising from bodily injury, personal injury, death, 

property damage or loss, or any other loss of any kind whatsoever, which arise out of or are in any 

way related to the above described activities, whether or not caused by our act, omission, negligence, 

or other fault of (City), its officers, its employees, or by any other cause. 

 

 5.4  Resident hereby acknowledge and agree that said Agreement extends to all acts 

omissions, negligence, or other fault of (City), its officers, and/or its employees, and that said 

Agreement is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of 

Minnesota. If any portion thereof is held invalid, it is further agreed that the balance shall, 

notwithstanding, continue in full legal force and effect. 

 

 5.5  The responsibility of the City’s liability is governed by Minnesota Statutes chapter 466 

and other applicable law. 

 

 5.6.  The Resident SHALL obtain their own liability and property damage insurance to cover 

any loss related to this contract. 
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6. Government Data Practices. 

 

 6.1  City must comply with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn.Stat. Ch.13 

as it applies to all data governed by this agreement.  The civil remedies of Minn.Stat. section 13.08 

apply to the release of the data. 

 

7. Governing Law. 

 

 7.1  This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Minnesota and that 

jurisdiction and venue for any suit or cause of action under this agreement shall lie in the courts. 

 

8. Termination. 

 

 8.1  Either Party may cancel this agreement with or without cause upon 10 days written 

notice to the other party. 

 

 

DATED    

 

 

 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

 

 

 

 

BY       BY          

     Mayor-Lynn Stauss          City Administrator-David Murphy 
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RESIDENT 

 

 

BY       BY       

 

 

 

 

BY       BY       

 

 

 

 

BY       BY       

 

 

 

 

BY       BY       

 

 

 

 

BY       BY       
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Documents and Settings\mnelson\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\SXV4RHV5\RCA-ekected officials 
work comp 2014.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 

 
Date: 11/14/13 

 

To: East Grand Forks City Council; Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Mark Olstad, Henry Tweten , Ron Vonasek and Chad 

Grassel, Clarence Vetter. 

 

Cc: File 

 

From:  Karla Anderson 

 

RE: Recommendations for Elected Official insurance coverage 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background: 

In the past, Elected Officials have been covered under the City of East Grand Forks workers 

compensation. In case of an injury, an elected official gets the same workers’ compensation benefits as 

any other city employee.  This coverage requires a resolution passed by the City Council.  I recommend 

that the city council approve this coverage for Elected Officials for the calendar year 2014. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  13 – 12 – 114 
 

 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota,  

 

Whereas, the law enables elected or appointed officials of the City of East Grand Forks to be 

covered by the Minnesota Workers Compensation Law; and 

 

Whereas, the East Grand Forks Mayor and East Grand Forks City Council members’ intent is 

that the Following Board Members be considered employees for the eligibility for Workers 

Comp coverage purposes. 

 

Now Therefore, be it resolved, that the following number of board members be covered by the 

Minnesota Workers Compensation Law: 

 

Mayor and City Council Member – 8 Total 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. Passed: December 3, 2013 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 3
rd

 of December, 2013. 

 

  ________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Documents and Settings\mnelson\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\SXV4RHV5\RCA Excessive 
liability insurance 2014.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 

 
Date: 11/13/13 

 

To: East Grand Forks City Council; Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew , Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Mark Olstad, Henry Tweten , Ron Vonasek and Chad 

Grassel, Clarence Vetter. 

 

Cc: File 

 

From:  Karla Anderson 

 

RE: Consider Excess Liability Coverage for 2104 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background: 

 

Liability options are: 

 

1. Do not waive. 

If we do not waive, a single claimant could not claim more than $500,000 and the single 

occurrence is limited to $1,500,000. 

 

2. City waives the limit. 

A single claimant could claim up to the $1,500,000 on a single occurrence, the total for all claims 

for this occurrence are still limited to $1,500,000 per occurrence. 

 

3. City waive the limit and purchase excess liability. 

The city would purchase an additional $1,000,000 of coverage.  A single claimant could claim up 

to $2,500,000 on a single occurrence, the total for all claims for this occurrence are limited to 

$2,500,000. 

 

At this time, the estimate we have for this coverage is approximately $35,000, we have not purchased this 

excess liability in the past years.  This expense is not in the 2014 budget. 

 

The recommendation would be to choose option 1 or 2.  In previous years, we have chosen Option 2 

(waive the limit, without purchasing excess liability). 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

1 

 

Request for Council Action 
Date:  

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, 

Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members Henry Tweten, Clarence Vetter, Ron 

Vonasek, Mark Olstad and Chad Grassel 

Cc: File 

From: Ron Galstad  

RE:  Annexation  

The ordinance is to annex into the city the property the city acquired from the county.  This 

annexation was previously discussed with the council and I was given directions to draft the 

ordinance for passage. This ordinance needs to have two readings and then after passage be 

published. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 11, 4th SERIES 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA, 

ANNEXING THAT PART OF GOVERNMENT LOT ONE (1), SECTION EIGHTEEN 

(18), TOWNSHIP ONE FIFTY-ONE (151) NORTH, RANGE FORTY-NINE (49), WEST 

OF THE FIFTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, POLK COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 

 

THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ORDAINS: 

 

 Section 1. This annexation is being passed and adopted pursuant to the provisions of 

Minnesota Statute § 414.033 subd. 2 clause 1. 

 

 Section 2. The City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota (hereinafter referred to the 

“City”) acquired real property from Polk County via warranty deed which was recorded in the 

office of the Polk County Recorder as Document number A000596185 on September 16, 2002.  

Hereby attached and incorporated by reference. 

 

 Section 3. The land abuts the City of East Grand Forks, is urban or suburban in 

character and is owned by the City. 

 

 Section 4. That the City Council has determined that it is the best interest of the City 

that said parcel is to be annexed into the City so that it can have access to all City utilities and 

services.  

 

 Section 5. That the notice and public hearing requirements of Minnesota Statute § 

414.033 subd. 2b are not required because the parcel is owned by the City. 

 

 Section 6. That Minnesota Statute § 414.033 subd. 3, does not control because it is 

appropriate for annexation under Minnesota Statute § 414.033 subd. 2, clause 1. 

 

 Section 7. That the area to be annexed is unplatted and unpopulated property. 
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 Section 8. The City hereby annexes the real property situated in the County of Polk, 

State of Minnesota, legally described as follows, to wit: 

 

That part of Government Lot One (1), Section Eighteen (18), Township One Hundred Fifty-one 

(151) North, Range Forty-nine (49), West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, Polk County, 

Minnesota described as follows:   Commencing at the Northwest corner of said Section 18; 

thence easterly along the North line of said Section 18 a distance of 217.5 feet to the centerline 

of State Highway No. 220; thence south 42 degrees 51minutes east, along said center line, a 

distance of 531.9 feet; thence south 1 degree 11 minutes east a distance of 120.34 feet to the 

point of beginning of the tract herein conveyed on the southwesterly boundary of the right of 

way of said Highway No. 220; thence south 1 degree 11 minutes east a distance of 455.0 feet; 

thence at right angles easterly a distance of 296 feet, more or less, to the center of the coulee; 

thence northerly along the center of said coulee to its intersection with the Southwesterly 

boundary of right of way of said Highway  No. 220; thence northwesterly along said boundary 

line a distance of 437 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning; containing 2.0 acres. 

 

 Section  9. That said land is not in the floodplain or shoreland area.  

 

 Section 10. The City Administrator/Clerk Treasurer is hereby directed to file certified 

copies of this ordinance with the Chief Administrative law Judge, Municipal Boundary 

Adjustments Division of the state Office of Administrative Hearings (Minnesota Municipal 

Board), Huntsville Township, Polk County Auditor, and the Minnesota Secretary of State.  A 

copy of the annexation ordinance must be delivered immediately to the Polk County auditor 

upon approval of the chief administrative law judge. 

 

 Section 11. City Code Chapter 10 entitled Definitions and General Provisions 

Applicable to the Entire City Code Including Penalty for violation” is hereby adopted in its 

entirety, by reference, as repeated verbatim herein. 

 

 Section 12. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage 

and publication and be given number  12 4
th

 series, and after its approval by the Chief 

Administrative law Judge, Municipal Boundary Adjustments Division of the state Office of 

Administrative Hearings (Minnesota Municipal Board), 

 

 

25



3 

 

VOTING AYE:_____________________________________________________ 

VOTING NAY:_____________________________________________________ 

ABSENT:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

The President declared the Ordinance passed. 

 

 

ATTEST:     PASSED:                                           , 2013 

 

 

 

______________________________   ______________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer    President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance this _____ day of    , 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

       Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: November 20, 2013 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten,  Chad Grassel,  Mark 
Olstad and Ron Vonasek. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre, P.E. 
 
RE:  Amendment to Engineering Contract 
 

 
Background: 
The City Council setup a committee to discuss the engineering fees for the wastewater pond upgrade 
project and Councilmember Vetter was chosen as the spokesman for the committee. Therefore, Brad Bail 
and I met with Mr. Vetter to negotiate the fees for the project. The negotiations went over the course of a 
couple of weeks and on Thursday, November  14, Mr. Vetter and I came to an agreement.  
 
I do need to say that Mr. Vetter was very professional in these negotiations. 
 
Summary of agreement: 
 
 a) Preliminary/Design and Bidding Phase - Lump Sum $700,000 
 b) Construction Phase                                      -  3%(max) of construction cost 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve engineering amendment 
 
Enclosures: 
Amendment No. 1 to Engineering Agreement 
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RESOLUTION NO.  13 - 12 – 115 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE AMENDMENT TO THE ENGINEERING 

CONTRACT  

 

Council Member ______, supported by Council Member ______, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks has an agreement with Widseth Smith Nolting for 

Engineering Services, 

WHEREAS, the contract did not specifically state the amount of fees for projects over 5 million 

dollars, 

WHEREAS, the City Council formed a committee to negotiate the fees for the upcoming Waste 

Water Project, and 

WHEREAS, the Committee and the City Engineers were able to reach an agreement, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, By the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, 

accepts the negotiated amendment to the engineering contract as follows 

1. A lump sum of $700,000 will be paid to the City Engineers for Preliminary/Design and 

Bidding Phase. 

2. The Engineers will be paid 3% maximum of the construction costs of the waste water 

project at an hourly rate. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: December 3, 2013 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 3rd day of December, 2013. 

 

____________________________________ 

 Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: November 20, 2013 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten,  Chad Grassel,  Mark 
Olstad and Ron Vonasek. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre, P.E. 
 
RE:  Amend Facility Plan  -  Stabilization Ponds 
 

 
Background: 
The amended Facility Pan is completed, therefore, I would like to present the Facility Plan to the City 
Council for approval and forward to MPCA. 
 
I have also attached pages 24-26 from the Facility Plan, which explains the proposed schedule, along 
with a couple of maps. 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve amendment to Facility Plan 
 
Enclosures: 
Pages 24-26 from facility plan 
Map of project 
Cross sections 
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RESOLUTION NO.  13 - 12 – 116 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE AMENDED WASTE WATER FACILITY PLAN 

AND SUBMITTING TO MPCA FOR REVIEW  

 

Council Member ______, supported by Council Member ______, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks has adopted a Waste Water Facility Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed amendment is to include an upgrade to the stabilization ponds: 

1. The City Council held numerous public forums; 

2. MPCA must approve the Facility Plan and the City will submit the plan to be placed on the 

Project Priority List (PPL) and the Intended Use Plan (IUP) for the 2015 funding cycle; 

3. The proposal must include a design plan to treat phosphorus in the future. 

WHEREAS, the City Engineers have now completed the amendments to the Waste Water Facility 

Plan,  

WHEREAS, the City Engineers are filing this document with the City and request permission to 

submit this amended plan to MPCA for review, 

BE IT RESOLVED, By the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, accepts the 

amendments to the Waste Water Facility Plan and will submit the plan to MPCA for review. 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: December 3, 2013 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 3rd day of December, 2013. 

 

____________________________________ 

 Mayor 
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RESOLUTION  13 - 12 – 117 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING 2013 TAX LEVY, COLLECTABLE IN 2014 
 

 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member ________, introduced the following resolution 

and moved its adoption: 
 

WHEREAS, the state of Minnesota may impose tax levy limitations on cities; and 

 

WHEREAS, the state legislature allows for special levies, including levies for natural disasters, unalloted 

LGA payments, bonded indebtedness, and increases in employer contributions to PERA; and 

 

WHEREAS, the total levy will increase by approximately 1.3% from the 2013 level of $2,693,527 and 

 

WHEREAS, The 2014 Local Government Aid expected is $2,514,148; and   

 

BE IT RESOLVED, By the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, that the proposed 

property tax levy collectible in year 2014 is hereby approved: 

 

 General Operations $ 2,761,013 

                         Certificates of Indebtedness  110,880 

 Improvement Bonds of 2004/2006 17,533 

 PERA-Employer Share Increase        36,562 

 TOTAL LEVY  $ 2,925,988 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer can certify the tax levy as one 

levy without provisions for special levies to the County Auditor of Polk County. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

Absent:   

 

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: December 3, 2013 

 

 

_____________________________________ _______________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 3rd, day of December, 2013. 
 

 

 _______________________________________ 

 Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO. 13 - 12 – 118 

 
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2014 BUDGET 

 

Council Member ________, supported by Council Member _________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, The 2014 Proposed Budget must be adopted by September 15, 2013; and 

 

WHEREAS, The city through resolution 06-09-79 adopted as sound fiscal policy that enterprise fund 

transfers shall not be used to finance current expenditures and regularly occurring capital expenditures in 

other funds; and 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, By the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, that the budgeted 

expenditures, excluding depreciation, for each fund during the 2014 calendar fiscal year shall be as 

follows: 

 
 General Fund: 

   Current 

  General Government $   902,346 

  Public Safety 3,561,025 

  Public Works - Streets 1,324,168 

  Parks and Recreation 1,399,698 

  Library 473,174 

  Senior Center 99,114  

  Community Development 60,000 

  Other Expenditures 245,670 

    Capital Outlay 

  General Government 600 

  Public Safety 58,000 

  Public Works - Streets 280,000 

  Parks and Recreation 70,000 

  Other Expeenditures 50,000 

       Other Financing Uses(Transfers) 238,012 

 Total General Fund $8,761,808 

 

 Building Maintenance Fund                                                                                                      250,000  

      Community Growth Fund 110,000 

       Greenway Maintenance Fund                                                                                                     45,000 

 Transit Fund 493,938 

 State Aid Street Fund                                                                                                                731,062 

 Cemetery Fund 68,789 

       Perpetual Care Fund                                                                                                                      4,665                                     

 Insect Control 38,555 

 Sewage Fund 3,696,809 

 Campbell/Olson Memorial Fund 1,000 

 Water Fund 2,605,180 

 Electric Fund 13,605,567 

 Refuse and Recycling Fund 911,846 

       Storm Water Fund                                                                                                                     273,989 

 Lot Incentive Fund 310,000 
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 Levee Fund 6,500

 Commercial Properties Fund 162,330 

    

 

Voting Aye:    

Voting Nay:    
   

 

The President declared the resolution passed.  

 Passed: December 3, 2013 

 

Attest: 

 

 

 _________________________________   ________________________________________  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer   President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 3rd day of December, 2013. 

 

 

   ________________________________________  

    Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  13 – 12 – 119 

 
 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member _______, introduced the following resolution 

and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in 

check number 17457 for a total of $1,603.97. 

 

WHEREAS, Craig Buckalew, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases 

were made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are 

confirmed and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such 

claim on the filing of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 

471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $1,603.97 paid for such goods is as low as, or lower 

than, the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the purchase was 

made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on December 3, 2013. 

 

Voting Aye:   

Voting Nay:    

Abstain:  

   

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: December 3, 2013 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  Vice-President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 3
rd

 of December, 2013. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Craig Buckalew, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 3
rd

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The City of East Grand Forks check number 17457 for a total of $1,603.97. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on December 3, 2013. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or 

lower than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the 

claim is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 

 

 Dated: _______________________  

 

 

  _______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 
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Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 442.39  0Advanced Business Methods IncADV00112/03/2013 17411

 171.00  0Allpro Interior Care IncALL00412/03/2013 17412

 80.00  0American Tire ServiceAME00212/03/2013 17413

 411.27  0Ameripride Linen & Apparel ServicesAME00512/03/2013 17414

 195.90  0Gerry AndersonANG00112/03/2013 17415

 629.59  0Anytime PlumbingANY00112/03/2013 17416

 66.95  0Aqua Water SolutionsAQU00112/03/2013 17417

 502.35  0Arrowwood ResortARR00112/03/2013 17418

 224.98  0Baker & Taylor CoBAK00112/03/2013 17419

 428.26  0Balco Uniforms Co IncBAL00112/03/2013 17420

 318.89  0Becker Arena Products IncBEC00112/03/2013 17421

 320.00  0Marvin BettsBET00112/03/2013 17422

 60.00  0Brians FlooringBRI00412/03/2013 17423

 203.56  0Broad ReachBRO00412/03/2013 17424

 501.21  0Brodart CoBRO00212/03/2013 17425

 142.00  0Cascade Subscription Service IncCAS00412/03/2013 17426

 1,099.70  0Century LinkCEN00612/03/2013 17427

 44.19  0Claitor's Law Book & PublishersCLA00112/03/2013 17428

 685.00  0Coalition of Greater MN CitiesCOA00112/03/2013 17429

 434.88  0Cole Papers IncCOL00212/03/2013 17430

 398.39  0Corval ConstructorsAIR00312/03/2013 17431

 711.36  0Country Inn St.Paul EastCOU00312/03/2013 17432

 43.40  0CTM Services Inc.CTM00112/03/2013 17433

 2,730.27  0Cummins NPower LLCCUM00112/03/2013 17434

 85.93  0Demco Educational CorpDEM00112/03/2013 17435

 549.39  0Richard Papenfuss Diamond Cleaning SupplyDIA00112/03/2013 17436

 400.00  0District 16 HockeyDIS00412/03/2013 17437

 28.18  0Diverse Media IncDIV00112/03/2013 17438

 159.88  0Docu Shred IncDOC00112/03/2013 17439

 149.63  0DSI IncDSI00112/03/2013 17440

 1,270.44  0Electric PumpELE00112/03/2013 17441

 775.00  0Environmental Toxicity Control IncENV00312/03/2013 17442

 117.00  0ExponentEXP00212/03/2013 17443

 48.04  0EZ LocksmithEZL00112/03/2013 17444

 48.90  0Fastenal CompanyFAS00112/03/2013 17445

 101.54  0G&K ServicesG&K00112/03/2013 17446

 240.00  0Scott GaddieGAD00212/03/2013 17447

 23.44  0Gaffaney'sGAF00212/03/2013 17448

 47.43  0GaleGAL00112/03/2013 17449

 10,344.25  0Galstad Jensen & McCann PAGAL00312/03/2013 17450

 5,929.50  0GF Fire EquipmentGFF00112/03/2013 17451

 468.00  0GF HeraldGFH00212/03/2013 17452

 237.48  0GF Welding & MachineGFW00112/03/2013 17453

 207.82  0Jan GomezGOM00212/03/2013 17454

 24,348.00  0Grand Forks CityGRA00812/03/2013 17455

 285.00  0Rick HajicekHAJ00212/03/2013 17456

 1,603.97  0Hardware HankHAR00112/03/2013 17457

 376.11  0Hart's Auto SupplyHAR00312/03/2013 17458

 643.54  0Hawkins ChemicalHAW00112/03/2013 17459

 153.55  0Holiday Credit OfficeHOL00212/03/2013 17460

AP-Check Register Totals Only (11/27/2013 - 10:42 AM) Page 1
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Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 366.50  0International Public Management Association for HRINT00912/03/2013 17461

 1,222.50  0Jet Way Multiple Services IncJET00112/03/2013 17462

 108,333.86  0JTC, Inc.JTC00112/03/2013 17463

 88.38  0Keeprs IncKEE00212/03/2013 17464

 59.94  0Keith's Security WorldKEI00112/03/2013 17465

 299.72  0Kids Reference Company, IncKID00212/03/2013 17466

 139.90  0Know Buddy ResourcesKNO00412/03/2013 17467

 1,885.95  0Knutson Printing CompanyKNU00112/03/2013 17468

 132.01  0Lithia Payment ProcessingLIT00112/03/2013 17469

 186.65  0Locators & Supplies IncLOC00112/03/2013 17470

 181.27  0Lumber MartLUM00112/03/2013 17471

 318.06  0Marco IncMAR00112/03/2013 17472

 1,064.05  0McFarlaneMCF00112/03/2013 17473

 1,776.69  0MenardsMEN00112/03/2013 17474

 7,589.20  0Metropolitan Planning OrganizationMPO00112/03/2013 17475

 321.88  0Micro-Marketing LLCMIC00112/03/2013 17476

 133.59  0Midwest Pest Control IncMID01612/03/2013 17477

 63.22  0Mike's PizzaMIK00112/03/2013 17478

 3,820.00  0Miller Motivations LLCMLR00112/03/2013 17479

 518.00  0MinitexMIN00512/03/2013 17480

 11,286.28  0Minnesota Pump WorksMPW00112/03/2013 17481

 6,000.00  0Minnesota State University-MankatoMIN00212/03/2013 17482

 551.45  0MN Crime WaveMNC00812/03/2013 17483

 715.00  0MN Dept of Health Env Health DivMND01012/03/2013 17484

 1,192.00  0VOID****VOID****VOID*** MN Dept of RevenueMND00612/03/2013 17485

 5,028.61  0MN Dept of TransportationMND01312/03/2013 17486

 25.00  0MN Wastewater Operators AssociationMNW00112/03/2013 17487

 981.00  0Northern Lights Figure SkatingNOR00312/03/2013 17488

 19.85  0O'Reilly Auto PartsORE00112/03/2013 17489

 134.86  0OCLCOCL00112/03/2013 17490

 99.00  0Odland Fitzgerald Reynolds & Harbott PLLPODL00112/03/2013 17491

 274.82  0Peak PerformancePEA00112/03/2013 17492

 200.17  0Penworthy CompanyPEN00112/03/2013 17493

 92.00  0Polk County RecorderPOL00412/03/2013 17494

 100.00  0James Richard PopejoyPOP00212/03/2013 17495

 26.58  0Praxair DistributionPRA00112/03/2013 17496

 78.00  0PS Door ServicesPSD00112/03/2013 17497

 127.00  0Sanford Clinic Fargo RegionMER00112/03/2013 17498

 67.13  0Shooting Star Casino Hotel and Event CenterSHO00212/03/2013 17499

 7,500.00  0Skinner RoofingSKI00112/03/2013 17500

 578.32  0Smart Apple MediaSMA00112/03/2013 17501

 235.13  0Stuart's TowingSTU00112/03/2013 17502

 876.00  0The Chamber of EGF/GFCHA00112/03/2013 17503

 330.00  0UltramaxULT00112/03/2013 17504

 38,328.81  0Water & Light DepartmentWAT00112/03/2013 17505

 6,849.81  0Xcel EnergyXCE00112/03/2013 17506

 315.57  0Zee Medical ServiceZEE00112/03/2013 17507

Check Total:  270,001.32
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