
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2013 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1. Engineer Amendment to Contract – Greg Boppre/Engineer Committee  

 

2. Amendment of the Facility Plan for Stabilization Ponds – Greg Boppre 

 

3. Annexation Update – Ron Galstad 

 

4. Snow Removal Agreement in Pinehurst Court – Megan Nelson 

 

5. Elected Official Insurance – Karla Anderson  

 

6. Consider Excess Liability Coverage for 2014 – Karla Anderson 

 

7. MPO Work Program – Clarence Vetter/Nancy Ellis 

 

8. Polk County Radio Grant – Gary Larson 

 

9. Capital Improvement Budget Discussion – David Murphy 

 

   

ADJOURN: 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Regular Council Meeting – December 3, 2013 – 7:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – December 10, 2013 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Council Meeting – December 17, 2013 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers  
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: November 20, 2013 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten,  Chad Grassel,  Mark 
Olstad and Ron Vonasek. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre, P.E. 
 
RE:  Amendment to Engineering Contract 
 

 
Background: 
The City Council setup a committee to discuss the engineering fees for the wastewater pond upgrade 
project and Councilmember Vetter was chosen as the spokesman for the committee. Therefore, Brad Bail 
and I met with Mr. Vetter to negotiate the fees for the project. The negotiations went over the course of a 
couple of weeks and on Thursday, November  14, Mr. Vetter and I came to an agreement.  
 
I do need to say that Mr. Vetter was very professional in these negotiations. 
 
Summary of agreement: 
 
 a) Preliminary/Design and Bidding Phase - Lump Sum $700,000 
 b) Construction Phase                                      -  3%(max) of construction cost 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve engineering amendment 
 
Enclosures: 
Amendment No. 1 to Engineering Agreement 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: November 20, 2013 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten,  Chad Grassel,  Mark 
Olstad and Ron Vonasek. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Greg Boppre, P.E. 
 
RE:  Amend Facility Plan  -  Stabilization Ponds 
 

 
Background: 
The amended Facility Pan is completed, therefore, I would like to present the Facility Plan to the City 
Council for approval and forward to MPCA. 
 
I have also attached pages 24-26 from the Facility Plan, which explains the proposed schedule, along 
with a couple of maps. 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve amendment to Facility Plan 
 
Enclosures: 
Pages 24-26 from facility plan 
Map of project 
Cross sections 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

1 

 

Request for Council Action 
Date:  

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, 

Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members Henry Tweten, Clarence Vetter, Ron 

Vonasek, Mark Olstad and Chad Grassel 

Cc: File 

From: Ron Galstad  

RE:  Annexation  

The ordinance is to annex into the city the property the city acquired from the county.  This 

annexation was previously discussed with the council and I was given directions to draft the 

ordinance for passage. This ordinance needs to have two readings and then after passage be 

published. 
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ORDINANCE NO.      SERIES 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA, ANNEXING 
THAT PART OF GOVERNMENT LOT ONE (1), SECTION EIGHTEEN (18), 
TOWNSHIP ONE FIFTY-ONE (151) NORTH, RANGE FORTY-NINE (49), WEST OF 
THE FIFTH PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, POLK COUNTY, MINNESOTA. 

 

THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ORDAINS: 
 
 Section 1. This annexation is being passed and adopted pursuant to the 

provisions of Minnesota Statute § 414.033 subd. 2 clause 1. 

 

 Section 2. The City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota (hereinafter referred to 

the “City”) acquired real property from Polk County via warranty deed which was 

recorded in the office of the Polk County Recorder as Document number A000596185 

on September 16, 2002.  Hereby attached and incorporated by reference. 

 

 Section 3. The land abuts the City of East Grand Forks, is urban or suburban 

in character and is owned by the City. 

 

 Section 4. That the City Council has determined that it is the best interest of 

the City that said parcel is to be annexed into the City so that it can have access to all 

City utilities and services.  

 

 Section 5. That the notice and public hearing requirements of Minnesota 

Statute § 414.033 subd. 2b are not required because the parcel is owned by the City. 

 

 Section 6. That Minnesota Statute § 414.033 subd. 3, does not control 

because it is appropriate for annexation under Minnesota Statute § 414.033 subd. 2, 

clause 1. 

 

 Section 7. That the area to be annexed is unplatted and unpopulated property. 
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 Section 8. The City hereby annexes the real property situated in the County of 

Polk, State of Minnesota, legally described as follows, to wit: 

 

That part of Government Lot One (1), Section Eighteen (18), Township One Hundred 
Fifty-one (151) North, Range Forty-nine (49), West of the Fifth Principal Meridian, Polk 
County, Minnesota described as follows:   Commencing at the Northwest corner of said 
Section 18; thence easterly along the North line of said Section 18 a distance of 217.5 
feet to the centerline of State Highway No. 220; thence south 42 degrees 51minutes 
east, along said center line, a distance of 531.9 feet; thence south 1 degree 11 minutes 
east a distance of 120.34 feet to the point of beginning of the tract herein conveyed on 
the southwesterly boundary of the right of way of said Highway No. 220; thence south 1 
degree 11 minutes east a distance of 455.0 feet; thence at right angles easterly a 
distance of 296 feet, more or less, to the center of the coulee; thence northerly along 
the center of said coulee to its intersection with the Southwesterly boundary of right of 
way of said Highway  No. 220; thence northwesterly along said boundary line a distance 
of 437 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning; containing 2.0 acres. 
 

 Section  9. That said land is not in the floodplain or shoreland area.  

 

 Section 10. The City Administrator/Clerk Treasurer is hereby directed to file 

certified copies of this ordinance with the Chief Administrative law Judge, Municipal 

Boundary Adjustments Division of the state Office of Administrative Hearings 

(Minnesota Municipal Board), Huntsville Township, Polk County Auditor, and the 

Minnesota Secretary of State.  A copy of the annexation ordinance must be delivered 

immediately to the Polk County auditor upon approval of the chief administrative law 

judge. 

 

 Section 11. City Code Chapter 10 entitled Definitions and General Provisions 

Applicable to the Entire City Code Including Penalty for violation” is hereby adopted in 

its entirety, by reference, as repeated verbatim herein. 

 

 Section 12. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its 

passage and publication and be given number      series, and 

after its approval by the Chief Administrative law Judge, Municipal Boundary 

28



3 

 

Adjustments Division of the state Office of Administrative Hearings (Minnesota 

Municipal Board), 

 

VOTING AYE:_____________________________________________________ 
VOTING NAY:_____________________________________________________ 
ABSENT:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 

The President declared the Ordinance passed. 
 
 
ATTEST:     PASSED:                                           , 2013 
 
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 
 
 

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance this _____ day of    , 
2013. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
       Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

\\egfnas1\admin\Templates\RCA-Template 2013.docx 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 11/22/13 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter,  Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Megan Nelson  
 
RE: Pinehurst Court Snow Removal Agreement 
 

 
Background: 
 
In November of 2012 the City Council approved an agreement between the City and the residents living 
in Pinehurst Court to have their private right-of-way cleaned.  This agreement was done so snow 
removal services could be provided.   The plan moving forward was to change this private right-of-way 
and have it dedicated as public right-of –way.   The process of changing the dedication of this right-of-
way has started but has not been completed. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
To allow for snow removal services and for liability purposes, I recommend the City enter into another 
agreement with these residents. 
 
Enclosures: 
 
Copy of the Agreement with a new termination date. 
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CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

AND 

RESISDENTS OF PINEHURST COURT 

ACCESS EASEMENT MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 

 

This agreement is between the City of East Grand Forks, hereinafter “City” and the residents of 

Pinehurst Court hereinafter referred to as “Resident”. 

Recitals 

1. The City is authorized to enter into this agreement pursuant to City Charter, City Code and 

Minnesota Statute. 

2. Resident has asked the City to declare the private access easement as depicted on the Plat of 

Water’s Edge Second Addition to be Public Right of Way. See Plat hereby attached as exhibit “A”. 

3. The City is not able to accomplish this request at the present time.  

4. Resident has now asked the City to provide snow removal for the access right of way for the 

winter.   

5. City believes that it is in the best interest of the resident and public safety to provide this 

service until the private access easement can be declared public right of way. 

6. The parties are entering into this maintenance agreement to govern the duties and 

responsibilities of the parties. 

Terms 

1. Term of the Maintenance agreement. 

 1.1  Effective Date:  This contract will be effective on the date last signed by the Resident 

and all City Officials. 

 1.2  It is anticipated that the snow removal service will be provided for one winter season 

and will expire on May 1, 2014. 

2. Services. 

 2.1  City will provide snow removal service. 

3. Responsibilities of the City. 
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 3.1  City will provide snow removal service on a per needed basis on the same terms and 

time frame as provided for the general public of the City of East Grand Forks. 

4. Responsibilities of the Resident. 

 4.1 Resident shall follow all calendar parking and emergency snow removal regulations to 

allow for efficient snow removal.  Resident specifically understands that any vehicle or other 

obstruction to the removal of snow from the access easement will be towed or removed at the 

resident’s sole expense.  See City Code Chapter 72 Parking Regulations. 

5. Liability. 

 5.1  Resident SHALL expressly assume all risks of injury, loss, or damage arising out of or in 

any way related to the above described activities, whether or not caused by the act, omission, 

negligence, or other fault of (City), its officers, its employees, or by any other cause. 

 

 5.2  Resident SHALL release and discharge (City), its officers, and its employees, from any 

and all claims, demands, and actions for such injury, loss, or damage, arising out of or in any way 

related to the above described activities, whether or not caused by the act, omission, negligence, or 

other fault of (City), its officers, its employees, or by any other cause. 

 

 5.3  Resident SHALL further agree to defend, indemnify and hold harmless (City), its 

officers, employees, insurers, and self-insurance pool, from and against all liability, claims, and 

demands, court costs and attorney fees, including those arising from any third party claim asserted 

against (City), its officers, employees, insurers or self-insurance pool, on account of injury, loss or 

damage, including without limitation claims arising from bodily injury, personal injury, death, 

property damage or loss, or any other loss of any kind whatsoever, which arise out of or are in any 

way related to the above described activities, whether or not caused by our act, omission, negligence, 

or other fault of (City), its officers, its employees, or by any other cause. 

 

 5.4  Resident hereby acknowledge and agree that said Agreement extends to all acts 

omissions, negligence, or other fault of (City), its officers, and/or its employees, and that said 

Agreement is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of 

Minnesota. If any portion thereof is held invalid, it is further agreed that the balance shall, 

notwithstanding, continue in full legal force and effect. 

 

 5.5  The responsibility of the City’s liability is governed by Minnesota Statutes chapter 466 

and other applicable law. 

 

 5.6.  The Resident SHALL obtain their own liability and property damage insurance to cover 

any loss related to this contract. 
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6. Government Data Practices. 

 

 6.1  City must comply with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minn.Stat. Ch.13 

as it applies to all data governed by this agreement.  The civil remedies of Minn.Stat. section 13.08 

apply to the release of the data. 

 

7. Governing Law. 

 

 7.1  This agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Minnesota and that 

jurisdiction and venue for any suit or cause of action under this agreement shall lie in the courts. 

 

8. Termination. 

 

 8.1  Either Party may cancel this agreement with or without cause upon 10 days written 

notice to the other party. 

 

 

DATED    

 

 

 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

 

 

 

 

BY       BY          

     Mayor-Lynn Stauss          City Administrator-David Murphy 
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RESIDENT 

 

 

BY       BY       

 

 

 

 

BY       BY       

 

 

 

 

BY       BY       

 

 

 

 

BY       BY       

 

 

 

 

BY       BY       
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Documents and Settings\mnelson\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\SXV4RHV5\RCA-ekected officials 
work comp 2014.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 

 
Date: 11/14/13 

 

To: East Grand Forks City Council; Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Mark Olstad, Henry Tweten , Ron Vonasek and Chad 

Grassel, Clarence Vetter. 

 

Cc: File 

 

From:  Karla Anderson 

 

RE: Recommendations for Elected Official insurance coverage 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background: 

In the past, Elected Officials have been covered under the City of East Grand Forks workers 

compensation. In case of an injury, an elected official gets the same workers’ compensation benefits as 

any other city employee.  This coverage requires a resolution passed by the City Council.  I recommend 

that the city council approve this coverage for Elected Officials for the calendar year 2014. 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Documents and Settings\mnelson\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\SXV4RHV5\RCA Excessive 
liability insurance 2014.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 

 
Date: 11/13/13 

 

To: East Grand Forks City Council; Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew , Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Mark Olstad, Henry Tweten , Ron Vonasek and Chad 

Grassel, Clarence Vetter. 

 

Cc: File 

 

From:  Karla Anderson 

 

RE: Consider Excess Liability Coverage for 2104 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background: 

 

Liability options are: 

 

1. Do not waive. 

If we do not waive, a single claimant could not claim more than $500,000 and the single 

occurrence is limited to $1,500,000. 

 

2. City waives the limit. 

A single claimant could claim up to the $1,500,000 on a single occurrence, the total for all claims 

for this occurrence are still limited to $1,500,000 per occurrence. 

 

3. City waive the limit and purchase excess liability. 

The city would purchase an additional $1,000,000 of coverage.  A single claimant could claim up 

to $2,500,000 on a single occurrence, the total for all claims for this occurrence are limited to 

$2,500,000. 

 

At this time, the estimate we have for this coverage is approximately $35,000, we have not purchased this 

excess liability in the past years.  This expense is not in the 2014 budget. 

 

The recommendation would be to choose option 1 or 2.  In previous years, we have chosen Option 2 

(waive the limit, without purchasing excess liability). 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

\\egfnas1\admin\Templates\RCA-Template 2013.docx 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 11/22/13 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Clarence Vetter,  Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Mark 
Olstad, and Chad Grassel 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  David Murphy  
 
RE: Capital Improvement Projects 
 

 
Included in the packet is a preliminary capital improvement budget for 2014 if there is funding available.  
Staff will be meeting again on Monday to finalize the priority list and will bring that list to the meeting 
on Tuesday for discussion. 
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