
APPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2013 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for June 4, 2013 was called to order by 

Council President Craig Buckalew at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Council 

President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members Clarence Vetter, Ron 

Vonasek, Henry Tweten, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Greg Boppre, City 

Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; 

Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; Karl 

Lindquist, Interim City Administrator; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  Jim Richter, EDHA 

Director; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 21, 2013. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Special Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 28, 2013.  

 

3. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 28, 2013. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO APPROVE ITEM ONE (1) THROUGH THREE (3). 

 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

4. Consider approving the additions and changes to the list of lot prices and cemetery charges. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO APPROVE ITEM FOUR (4). 

 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

5. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for May 2, 2013. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

6. Consider approving the following “On Sale Weekday & Sunday” Liquor License Applicant 

Renewals: 

a. Boardwalk Bar & Grill located at 415 2
nd

 St NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE THE “ON SALE WEEKDAY & SUNDAY” LIQUOR 

LICENSE APPLICANT RENEWAL. 

 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 
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7. Consider approving the hiring of a Police Officer from the current hiring roster and starting a new 

hiring roster. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO APPROVE THE HIRING OF A POLICE OFFICER FROM THE 

CURRENT HIRING ROSTER AND STARTING A NEW HIRING ROSTER. 

 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-06-52 accepting a grant award from the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) For Replacement of Self Contained Breathing Apparatus. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-06-52 ACCEPTING A GRANT 

AWARD FROM THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) FOR 

REPLACEMENT OF SELF CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS. 

 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-06-53 authorizing Persons listed below (subject to any 

expressed restrictions) is authorized for ACH origination, online banking, and the opening of 

accounts for EDHA designated dollars. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-06-53 AUTHORIZING PERSONS 

LISTED BELOW (SUBJECT TO ANY EXPRESSED RESTRICTIONS) IS AUTHORIZED FOR 

ACH ORIGINATION, ONLINE BANKING, AND THE OPENING OF ACCOUNTS FOR EDHA 

DESIGNATED DOLLARS. 

 

Council President Buckalew asked for the reasoning of needing to pass this resolution.  Ms. Nelson 

explained how this resolution will add Mr. Lindquist on since the City Administrator position is the head 

of the accounts and how this will allow the City Administrator and/or Mayor to open account for EDHA 

designated dollars and grant signing authority to the EDHA Director. 

 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

10. Consider approving the internal recruitment and hiring of an Ice Arena Supervisor for the Parks and 

Recreation Department. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO APPROVE THE INTERNAL RECRUITMENT AND HIRING OF AN 

ICE ARENA SUPERVISOR FOR THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT. 
 

Council Vice-President Leigh asked if Mr. Gulbranson will be receiving an increase in his wages as the 

council had previously discussed.  Council President Buckalew said that he would be. 

  

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

11. Consider approving Resolution No. 13-06-54 compensating Dale Gulbranson, Park Foreman.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-06-54 COMPENSATING DALE 

GULBRANSON, PARK FOREMAN. 

 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

CLAIMS: 

 

12. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-06-55 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 15934 for a total of 

$2,664.19 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-06-55 AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM HARDWARE HANK THE 

GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 15934 FOR A TOTAL OF $2,664.19 

WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   
 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

13. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-

TREASURER TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 
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Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

SUSPENSION OF RULES: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO SUSPEND RULES. 

 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO APPROVE THE PRIVATE USE OF A PUBLIC SIDEWALK 

APPLICATION FOR LITTLE BANGKOK. 

 

 Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Vetter asked Mr. Lindquist to send a copy of the billing statement he submits for being 

paid to the council.  Mr. Lindquist said that wouldn’t be a problem. 

 

Council Member Leigh asked Mr. Stordahl if the Public Works Department had been aggressively 

spraying for dandelions and weeds and if they need more money budgeted for that.  Mr. Stordahl 

explained how they have been trying to be as aggressive as they can weather permitting.  He also 

commented on how more spraying has been done this year, the levees are going to need more spraying, 

and how they may need more funding because of this.   

 

Mr. Lindquist told the council he hoped to be done with negotiations but that is not the case.  He 

informed the council about the two groups that have not settled the contracts and how there has been an 

issue brought forward by the AFSCME group.  

 

Attorney Galstad informed the council that vacating park dedicated land is a complicated process since 

the city would have to petition the court, neighbors would have to be notified, the courts would have to 

make a determination, and assess any damages to the neighbors.  Ms. Ellis added that the council would 

have to decide how they would like to move forward, not the planning commission.  Mr. Lindquist 

asked who brought this forward and Mr. Richter stated it was a council member.  Mr. Grassel said he 

was approached by people last year interested in this are but since had moved on.  Discussion followed 

about how much the hockey rink is used at this location and if the council moved forward with these 

proceedings, where the rink equipment would be moved to.   
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ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO ADJOURN THE JUNE 4, 2013 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:15 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:  Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Leigh. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Olstad. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Karl Lindquist, Interim City Administrator 

 


