
APPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2013 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for May 21, 2013 was called to order by 

Council President Craig Buckalew at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Greg Boppre, City 

Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; 

Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; Karl 

Lindquist, Interim City Administrator; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant;  Jim Richter, EDHA 

Director; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, 

please come up to the podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Waste Water Public Forum” for the East Grand Forks, 

Minnesota City Council of May 6, 2013. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 7, 2013. 

 

3. Consider approving the minutes of the “Special Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 14, 2013.  
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4. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 14, 2013. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE ITEM ONE (1) THROUGH FOUR (4). 

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:   

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

5. Consider approving the Transit Title VI Plan required by the Federal Transit Administration for 

Cities Area Transit. 

  

6. Consider approving the following “On Sale” Wine and “On Sale” Non-Intoxicating Liquor License 

Applicant Renewals: 

 a. Little Bangkok located at 302 Demers Ave, East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

7. Consider approving the following “On Sale Weekday & Sunday” Liquor License Applicant 

Renewals: 

a. American Legion Post 157 located at 1009 Central Ave NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

b. Drunken Noodle located at 415 2
nd

 St NW, East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

c. Casa de Mexico located at 112 14
th

 St NE, East Grand Forks, MN 56721. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO ADOPT ITEMS FIVE (5) THROUGH SEVEN (7). 

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

8. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for April 18, 2013. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

 

9. Acknowledge the hiring of Chad Swendseid as a Park Maintenance Worker for the Parks & 

Recreation Department with effective start date of April 29, 2013.  

 

Mr. Aker introduced Mr. Swendseid to the council and told them he has done an excellent job so far.  
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Mr. Swendseid thanked the council, Mr. Aker, and the City for the opportunity and told the council how 

he is very excited to be working for the City of East Grand Forks.  He also said how the Parks and 

Recreation Department is responsible for the beautification of the city, how the parks help attract people 

to the area, and he is hoping he can keep up what has been done so far and possibly help improve the 

park areas in the city.   
 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

10. Consider approving the recruitment and hiring of a Library Program Coordinator. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO APPROVE THE RECRUITMENT AND HIRING OF A LIBRARY 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR. 

 

Council member Tweten informed the council the entire library board agreed with the library director 

about making this a full time position.   

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

11. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-05-50 approving the plans and specifications and ordering 

advertisement for bids for 2013 City Project 3 – Police Building Improvements.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER OLSTAD, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-50 APPROVING THE PLANS AND 

SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR 2013 CITY 

PROJECT 3 – POLICE BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS.  

 

Council member Tweten stated how the Mayor is the head of the Police Department and asked Mr. 

Boppre if the Mayor had been consulted on any of the improvement plans.  Mr. Boppre told the council 

he was sorry he didn’t consult the mayor.  He had consulted with Mr. Huizenga, Chief Hedlund, and 

staff.  Mr. Boppre continued by saying how this was an oversight on their part and he apologized to the 

Mayor for not consulting with him.  Mayor Stauss added that he has been in support of this project for 

many years but he would like to be included with items dealing with the police department in the future.  

Council member Tweten added that in the future the mayor needs to be consulted with anything 

regarding the Police Department.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN TO CALL THE QUESTION, 

SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH.   
 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

Council President Buckalew then called for a vote on the original motion of adopting Resolution No. 13-

05-50 approving the plans and specifications and ordering advertisement for bids for 2013 City Project 3 
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– Police Building Improvements. 

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

12. Consider awarding the 2013 manhole and catch basin repair job to H&S Construction for up to 

$30,000.00 for repair work.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO AWARD THE 2013 MANHOLE AND CATCH BASIN REPAIR JOB 

TO H&S CONSTRUCTION FOR UP TO $30,000.00 FOR REPAIR WORK.   
 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

13. Consider approving the purchase of a Toro Groundsmaster 360 for $24,915.10 which includes the 

deduction of the trade amount for the Toro GM345 mower.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A TORO GROUNDSMASTER 360 

FOR $24,915.10 WHICH INCLUDES THE DEDUCTION OF THE TRADE AMOUNT FOR 

THE TORO GM345 MOWER.   

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Vonasek. 

 

14. Consider approving the purchase of a planter to be installed by Opp Construction which will be 

located on the city lot next to the VFW building for up to $15,000.00.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A PLANTER TO BE INSTALLED 

BY OPP CONSTRUCTION WHICH WILL BE LOCATED ON THE CITY LOT NEXT TO 

THE VFW BUILDING FOR UP TO $15,000.00.   

 

Council member Leigh thanked the mayor for all the work he did for the 125
th

 Celebration and asked if 

this planter would be stacked or cemented so when the city sold the lot, it might be moved.  Mayor 

Stauss said to try and recoup the cost of the planter with the sale of the lot.  He added the funds left over 

from the 125
th

 will benefit the city since they will be used for beautification of the city.  The mayor 

asked to have the remaining funds left in that account to be dedicated to beautification projects for the 

city.  Discussion followed on how much was left in the account and if some of this money should be 

earmarked for specific projects.  Mr. Galstad stated he would clarify what the funds could be used but 

didn’t see any reason why beautification projects wouldn’t be allowed.  More discussion followed on 

what amount was going to be allowed for these projects.   
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COUNCIL VICE-PRESIDENT LEIGH WITHDREW HIS MOTION TO AUTHORIZE UP TO 

$15,000.00 FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE PLANTER.  COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL 

WITHDREW HIS SECOND TO THE MOTION.   

 

COUNCIL VICE-PRESIDENT LEIGH MOVED TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL MOTION, 

SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, TO CHANGE THE AMOUNT ALLOWED 

TO $14,805.81. 

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL VICE-PRESIDENT LEIGH, SECONDED BY 

COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, TO AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF A PLANTER TO BE 

INSTALLED BY OPP CONSTRUCTION WHICH WILL BE LOCATED ON THE CITY LOT 

NEXT TO THE VFW BUILDING FOR UP TO $14,805.81.   

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

15. Consider approving the labor agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and the Law 

Enforcement Labor Services, Inc Local No. 152. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO APPROVE THE LABOR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

EAST GRAND FORKS AND THE LAW ENFORCEMENT LABOR SERVICES, INC LOCAL 

NO. 152. 

 

Council member Tweten told the council there was a correction that needs to be made in Section 10.1 

Health Insurance.  He stated that in 10.1.1 it reads that 24 bi-monthly installments would be made but in 

10.1.2 it reads 24 monthly installments to be made.  Council member Tweten also stated this change will 

need to be made in the contract with AFSCME Council 65 but in a different section.  Council member 

Olstad agreed that the language had to be the same in both of the paragraphs.  After some discussion it 

was suggested an amendment was added to the motion.   

 

COUNCIL MEMBER OLSTAD MOVE TO AMEND THE AGREEMENT TO REPLACE 

MONTHLY WITH BI-MONTHYLY IN SECTION 10.1.2 OF THE AGREEMENT.  MOTION 

SECONDED BY COUNCIL VICE-PRESIDENT LEIGH. 

 

Council President Buckalew called for a vote on allowing the amendment to be added to the motion. 

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 
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Council President Buckalew then called for the vote on the motion as amended.   

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

 

16. Consider approving the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of East Grand Forks and 

Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc Local No. 152. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO APPROVE THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT LABOR 

SERVICES, INC LOCAL NO. 152. 

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

17. Consider approving the labor agreement between the City of East Grand Forks and AFSCME 

Council 65.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO APPROVE THE LABOR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

EAST GRAND FORKS AND AFSCME COUNCIL 65.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GRASSEL, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO ALLOW AN AMENDMENT TO THE ORIGINAL MOTION 

CORRECTING THE LANGUAGE IN SECTION 9.1.2. 
 

Council President Buckalew called for a vote on the motion to allow the amendment to be added to the 

original motion. 

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

Council President Buckalew then called for the vote on the motion as amended. 

 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

  

CLAIMS: 

 

18. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-05-51 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 15807 for a total of $894.47 

whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VETTER, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER TWETEN, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-51 AUTHORIZING THE CITY 

OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM HARDWARE HANK THE 

GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 15807 FOR A TOTAL OF $894.47 WHEREAS 

COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED FINANCIALLY IN THE 

CONTRACT.   
 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

19. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER OLSTAD, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-

TREASURER TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 
 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 
 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Mayor Stauss informed the council the $250,000 was not included in the state bonding bill so the city 

will not be receiving funds for expanding utilities in the Red River State Recreational Area this year.   
 

Council Member Buckalew welcomed Mr. Swendseid to the city and commented on what good people 

he will be working with.  He also welcomed Mr. Lindquist as Interim City Administrator.   

 

Council Member Tweten told the council a number of years ago the council would go around and check 

out the buildings and equipment before the budget sessions would start.  He continued by asking the 

council to start this practice again and if possible go out sometime in June.   

 

Council Member Grassel informed the council he had met with Altru’s COO and Off Campus Facility 

Director.  He continued by saying they would like to set up a summit with East Grand Forks officials, 

members of the school, and others to try and build up wellness in East Grand Forks.  Council member 

Grassel did say they would like to be more visible in our community.  He also welcomed Mr. Swendseid 

to city. 

 

Mr. Lindquist asked Chief Larson to inform the council information brought up at the department head 

meeting.  Chief Larson told the council they were working on collecting all the information and dollar 

amounts that were spent on the flood this year.  He stated that once all the information was gathered he 

was going to submit it to the proper authority and that he would also be sharing that information with the 

council.  Mr. Lindquist continued by telling the council he has had two good days meeting with staff.  

He told them there were some on-going issues he will be monitoring and tracking which are the 

swimming pool, future waste water treatment, the library roof, annexation of property on the north end, 

renovations to the police department, the two labor agreements left to be settled, if the city will join Polk 

County 911 dispatch, and the 2014 Budget.  Mr. Lindquist also sent his congratulations to Paige Vetter 
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for winning the MMUA contest and winning a $2000.00 scholarship. 

 

ADJOURN: 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO ADJOURN THE MAY 21, 2013 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE EAST 

GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:37 P.M. 
 

Voting Aye:  Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Karl Lindquist, Interim City Administrator 

 


