
APPROVED MINUTES 

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MAY 14, 2013 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for May 14, 2013 was called to order by 

Council President Craig Buckalew at 5:12 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present: Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Greg Boppre, City 

Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; 

Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library Director; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; 

Gary Larson, Fire Chief; Megan Nelson, Executive Assistant; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works 

Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Consider approving an agreement with Springsted, Incorporated for City Administrator executive 

recruitment. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE AN AGREEMENT WITH SPRINGSTED, 

INCORPORATED FOR CITY ADMINISTRATOR EXECUTIVE RECRUITMENT. 

 

Council member Buckalew told the council there were two other companies that have contacted the city 

to also provide recruitment services.  Council member Tweten stated he doesn’t doubt the capabilities of 

the other companies but he feels the city should use Springsted’s services since we have continued to 

use their services over the years for recruitments and for bonding which have been successful.  Council 

member Leigh said he didn’t receive the actual agreement and was wondering what the fee was going to 

be for these services.  Council member Buckalew stated the first contract Springsted sent was for 

$12,500.00 plus two site visits for $3,600.00.  After speaking with Springsted they reduced the price 

down to $12,000.00 and only one site visit but he wasn’t sure if that would cut the $3,600.00 in half.  

Council member Vetter asked who the other companies were and what they would charge for these 

services.  Council member Buckalew informed the council Brimeyer Fursman, LLC out of Minnesota 

would charge a fee of $17,000.00 and Colin Baenziger & Associates out of Florida would charge a fee 
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of $21,500.00 with both of these firms having comparable services to Springsted.  He added that 

Springsted was the only one of the three that had a two year guarantee while the other two firms only 

had a one year guarantee.  Mayor Stauss said Springsted had done a good job before and hopefully they 

will find someone will stay for a long period of time.     

   

Voting Aye:  Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

2. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-05-49 appointing Karl Lindquist as interim City 

Administrator. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, ADOPTING RESOLUTION NO. 13-05-49 APPOINTING KARL 

LINDQUIST AS INTERIM CITY ADMINISTRATOR.   

 

Council member Buckalew opened the discussion.  Council member Vetter informed the council he took 

an informal poll of city hall and asked two questions.  The first asking if anyone would have an issue 

working with Mr. Lindquist.  He said no one had any objections.  The second was asked if the city 

needed to hire an interim city administrator.  He said the majority said they didn’t think so.  Council 

member Vetter also stated he had been approached by three residents asking what the rush was to hire an 

interim city administrator.  Mayor Stauss explained how the people in the departments are qualified to 

do their jobs but there is a need for leadership, having someone meeting with the department heads, and 

how Mr. Lindquist is qualified to address many issues that may come up.  Council member Olstad said 

the tentative timeline Springsted has set up was to have a full time person hired by September.  He stated 

he would like to make sure Mr. Lindquist will be available if the hiring process takes longer than 

expected.  Council member Olstad also asked why this process is moving so quickly and how maybe 

they should look at an interim that may be able to interview and get the full time position.  Discussion 

followed about what options the city had to appoint an interim, what would be best for the city, and how 

appointing someone other than a department head could be beneficial so they aren’t taken away for their 

own work.  Council member Buckalew informed the council of concerns of the department heads and 

how they think there is a need of an interim administrator.  More discussion followed about how great 

the need is to have an interim administrator.  Mr. Galstad told the council someone needs to be 

appointed to this position because there needs to be a responsible authority for the city and someone to 

sign off on documents.  Council member Leigh asked for a vote on the question - should the city hire an 

interim administrator.   

 

Should the city hire an interim city administrator? 

 

Voting Aye:  Tweten, Leigh, Grassel, Vonasek, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay:   Olstad and Vetter 

 

The council then voted on adopting Resolution No. 13-05-49 hiring Karl Lindquist as Interim City 

Administrator.   

 

Voting Aye:  Tweten, Leigh, Grassel, Vonasek, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay:   Olstad and Vetter 
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After the motion was approved Mr. Vanderpan reminded the council rules and regulations of the Civil 

Service the council needs to follow.  Some discussion followed on who should deal with Springsted, the 

council or the Civil Service Board.      

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO ADJOURN THE MAY 14, 2013 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:44 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:  Tweten, Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Karl Lindquist, Interim City Administrator 


