
APPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, MARCH 12, 2013 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for March 12, 2013 was called to order by 

Council President Craig Buckalew at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members 

Clarence Vetter, Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Nancy Ellis, City 

Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library 

Director; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; Megan Nelson, Executive 

Assistant;  Jim Richter, EDHA Director; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

1.  Playground Equipment for O’Leary and Stauss Parks – Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Aker informed the council what playground equipment could be ordered for O’Leary and Stauss 

Parks.  He showed pictures of what the equipment looked like and explained where the pieces would go.  

Council member Leigh asked what will be surrounding the equipment.  Mr. Aker said it would be pea 

rock because the rubber shreds are too expensive to put at every location.  Discussion followed about 

what items were being replaced and what the new equipment was to be anchored down with.   

 

2. Handicap Bathroom at Senior Center – Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Aker told the council he had collected quotes for the handicap bathroom project for the Senior 

Center.  He suggested they use the companies with the lowest bids for the project.  It was asked if this 

project had been budgeted for and Mr. Huizenga said it had not but there were unallocated funds that 

could be used to complete this project.  After more discussion the council felt they should move forward 

with this project because it is something that needs to be done and will only cost more in years to come.   

 

3. Arena Manager – Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Aker explained to the council that Mr. Hadden will be retiring at the end of April.  There is a need 

to hire a new arena manager to run the VFW Arena, the Blueline Arena, and take care of the 

maintenance at the Senior Center.  Council member Tweten asked to see a job description so the council 

would know the requirements and duties of this position.  Council member Leigh said both of the arena 



managers have done an excellent job but maybe instead of hiring a manager, maybe the position could 

be redefined.  Discussion followed about how much work the Park Department has, what the current 

situation looks like, and if Brian would be willing or able to take on another arena.  It was asked that 

before proceeding forward with hiring an arena manager that Mr. Huizenga and Mr. Aker get together to 

see if a change could or should be made. 

 

4. Snow Emergency Ordinance – Jason Stordahl 

 

Mr. Stordahl explained to the council how the snow ordinance could be modified.  Mr. Galstad had 

found an ordinance that used weather conditions rather than a set number of inches to declare a snow 

emergency.  By using the terms like “when the conditions warrant” would allow more flexibility for the 

city when needing to declare a snow emergency.  Other modifications would include stating when the 

emergency would start; allowing people time to move their cars off the streets, and would also allow the 

Police Chief, Public Works Director, or City Administrator to declare a snow emergency.  Discussion 

followed on how the city could send out notice to the residents when a snow emergency will be in effect. 

   

5. Snow Removal Policy – Jason Stordahl 

 

Mr. Stordahl told the council there have also been modifications done to the snow removal policy.  This 

policy is a guide line to how Public Works chooses their routes when removing snow.  He explained the 

modifications to the snow removal policy which included changes to the number of hours worked by 

operators and truck drivers when removing snow.   

    

6. Waste Water Options – Jason Stordahl 

 

Mr. Stordahl gave an overview of what has happened up to this point regarding the city’s waste water 

treatment, receiving the alleged violations letter, and how the city needs to send in the last response by 

March 22, 2013.  Discussion followed with what the response should include about making plans to 

upgrade the wastewater facility, give a timeline on how soon the council will choose a project, start 

plans and specifications, and eventually begin construction.  The council would still like to conduct 

monthly meetings so all treatment options can be explored.  Mayor Stauss asked the council to vote on if 

the treatment is going to Grand Forks or staying in East Grand Forks but that this vote can happen on a 

later date.   

 

7.  Pool Study and Options – Scott Huizenga & Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Huizenga informed the council that all of the questions that were asked at the last meeting should be 

addressed at this meeting.  If the council decided to hold a special election about options for the pool 

there would have to be a 53 day notice.  If it was included with a general election there would have to be 

a 74 day notice.  Mr. Huizenga also informed the council that there is a group that could conduct a 

survey to see how what choice residents would like.  The cost of the election and conducting the survey 

would cost about the same which is between $12,000.00 and $15,000.00.  If the council decided just to 

replace the liner and gutter along with the cost of demolition, the estimated cost is $260,000.00.  Council 

member Leigh pointed out that Grand Forks had replaced a liner in one of their pools and it lasted for 17 

years before they reconstructed the pool.  He feels that the council needs to make this choice, not put it 

to a special vote or conduct a survey.  Council member Grassel asked if there was any type of warranty 



on the new liner.  Mr. Huizenga informed the council that there would be a 15 year limited warranty but 

didn’t know all of the details about it.  Discussion followed on how the Parks Department could hold 

family nights to raise the attendance, how there is a chair lift that needs to be installed to make the pool 

ADA compliant, and what might need to be done in the bath house. 

 

8. Indepth Inspections Contract – Nancy Ellis 

 

Ms. Ellis told the council the city is close to the end of the six month contract with Indepth Inspections.  

She is requesting that the city renew their contract with Indepth Inspections for one year and take out the 

automatic renewal option.  Renewing this contract for one year would ensure service to the residents and 

contractors through the busy building season.  Ms. Ellis would like to meet with the contractors to see 

what needs to change and what is working well.  Discussion followed with about how an entire building 

season needs to be complete before the city will find out if they will stay with contracted services or if 

they would like to hire a full time building inspection. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADJOURN THE MARCH 12, 2013 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:25 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:   Buckalew, Tweten Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, and Vonasek. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 

 


