
AGENDA 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2013 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL: 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current Agenda.  

Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research and future 

Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come up to the 

podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Special Meeting/Waste Water Public Forum” for the East Grand 

Forks, Minnesota City Council of February 4, 2013. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of February 7, 2013. 

 

3. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of February 12, 2013. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may request 

individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

4.  Consider approving the application for a Special Event for the Grand Cities Art Fest on June 8, 2013 

from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and June 9, 2013 from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and waive the Transient 

Merchant License Fee. 

 

5. Consider approving the temporary liquor license application for the Sacred Heart Church & School for 

April 13, 2013 and contract with Liberty Lanes for liquor services. 
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6. Consider approving the application for a Special Event and liquor agreement for the wedding reception 

and dance of Dustin Dinnler and Stacey Heggen at the Civic Center.   

 

7. Consider approving the request to declare surplus property of the 2009 Ford Crown Victoria to trade and 

purchase a 2013 Ford Police Interceptor SUV from Nelson Motors for $23,921.82 and for additional 

equipment and installation of equipment from Code 4 Services for $6,746.91 for a total of $30668.73. 

 

8. Consider approving the request to declare the list of firearms surplus property and allow the East Grand 

Forks Police Department to trade them in towards the purchase of equipment and supplies for the police 

department.  

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

9.  Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for January 17, 2013. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE  
 

OLD BUSINESS:   

 

10. Consider approving Ordinance No. 6 4
th

 Series amending City Code Title XV Land Usage by adding 

Chapter 154 entitled “Illicit Discharge and Connection Ordinance” and by adopting by reference City 

Code Chapter 10 and Section 10.99 which, among other things, contain penalty provisions. (2
nd

 Reading) 

 

11. Reconsider approving amended Resolution No. 13-01-14 waiving the limit of tort liability without 

purchasing the extra coverage. 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

12. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-02-23 ordering improvement and preparation of plans and 

specifications for 2013 City Project No. 3 – Police Building Improvements 

 

13. Consider approving a Special Use Permit for the Water and Light Department to rehabilitate the Central 

Substation and install a new transformer, switches, power, switchgear building, and security fencing. 

 

14. Consider approving Ordinance No. 7 4
th

 Series revoking in its entirety Title IX, Chapter 99:  Background 

Checks; Municipal Employees and Appointees and replacing it with Chapter 99 Ordinance relating to 

Criminal History Background for Applicants for City Employment and City Licenses. (1
st
 Reading) 

 

15. Consider approving the hiring of a police officer from the hiring register currently being developed. 

 

16. Consider approving the recruitment and hiring of a park maintenance worker. 

 

17. Consider approving Resolution No. 13-02-24 authorizing the continuation of the new construction 

incentive tax rebate program through 2015. 

  

CLAIMS: 
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18. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-02-25 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 15097 for a total of $433.00 

whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

19. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills and 

payroll. 
 

ADJOURN: 
 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Regular Meeting – February 19, 2013 – Council Chambers – 5:00 PM 

Meeting with MPCA – February 21, 2013 – Detroit Lakes MN – 8:30 AM 

Intergovernmental Meeting – February 22, 2013 – Boardwalk Bar & Grill – 11:30 AM 

Work Session – February 26, 2013 – Training Room – 5:00 PM  

Waste Water Public Forum – March 4, 2013 – Council Chambers – 7:00 PM 

Regular Meeting – March 5, 2013 – Council Chambers – 5:00 PM 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE  

WASTE WATER PUBLIC FORUM 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2013 - 7:00 P.M. 

 
Mayor and all council present 

 

Meeting convened at 7:00 pm 

 

Staff present: Greg Boppre, City Engineer; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Jason Stordahl, Public 

Works Director 

 

Mr. Boppre began the staff presentation by summarizing the history of the waste water treatment project. He 

explained that the City purchased property adjacent to the waste water treatment lagoons due to seepage. In 

1996, the City began to prepare for replacing the existing lagoon. The project was placed on hold in the 

aftermath of the Flood of 1997. The City then submitted its first Facility Plan to the Minnesota Pollution 

Control Agency (MPCA) in 2006. The City Council updated the Facility Plan in 2011 to include the 

proposed interconnect project in the Facility Plan.  

 

Mr. Huizenga reviewed the updated financials for each project. Finance staff updated financial projections to 

include a 20-year amortization rather than a 30-year amortization. The third-party peer review recommended 

20 years because the City would no longer qualify for a 30-year loan. The Minnesota Public Finance 

Authority (PFA) has indicated that new City demographics in the 2010 Census indicate the City is eligible 

for a 20-year loan. The financials were also updated to include phosphorus removal and updated construction 

costs. The stand alone project to cost $17.8 million, and the Interconnect project is estimated to cost $9.8 

million. Finally, the Engineering, Administration, Legal, and Contingency (EALC) estimate was increased to 

35 percent per the peer review recommendation. Mr. Huizenga also presented a present value analysis that 

included 20-year operational costs in today’s dollars. The present value analysis showed the stand alone 

project to be $18.5 million, and the interconnect project was $15.7 million in present value terms.  

 

Mr. Stordahl then explained the pros and cons of stand alone lagoon system versus the interconnect project. 

The stand alone option is easy to maintain, has a low operating cost, and could last many years. The stand 

alone system also would be less adaptable to future MPCA regulation, and potential industrial expansion 

could strain the system. The advantages of the interconnect project include the City able to export treatment 

to Grand Forks without worry of MPCA regulation. The interconnect project would allow for much 

expansion and perpetual treatment. The disadvantages include the cost of future plant expansions in Grand 

Forks and negotiated fees for treatment. Finally, Mr. Stordahl reviewed the proposed time line for waste 

water reconstruction including responding to the MPCA’s Alleged Violation Letter in February 2013, 

designing the selected project in 2014-2015, and constructing the selected project in 2016-2018. 

 

Council Member Tweten stated that 35 percent contingency was too high. Mr. Boppre said that a 

contingency at this level of the project was standard. Mr. Boppre also stated that the prior estimates were two 

years old and needed to be updated for construction inflation. Mr. Boppre consulted local contractors to 

determine quantity pricing in the estimates. Mr. Huizenga stated that 35 percent was the recommendation in 

the peer review.   
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Council Member Vetter asked for a present value analysis over a 30-year project life cycle of the project 

even if the finance period was 20 years. Mr. Vetter also requested further investigation of the costs to 

construct a mechanical treatment plant in East Grand Forks. 

 

Council Member Olstad asked if the lagoon reconstruction would be on the same foot print as the existing 

lagoon facility. Mr. Boppre indicated it would be the same footprint with an additional treatment cell. Mr. 

Olstad also asked about the capacity of proposed lagoon reconstruction. Mr. Boppre responded that the 

estimates included expansion and population estimates per MPCA guidelines. 

 

Council Member Vonasek asked how high the city’s violations were relative to other alleged violators 

throughout the state. Staff responded that there were not aware of a prioritized list of violations statewide. 

 

Council Member Vetter asked about the types of treatment systems employed by other cities with relative 

populations to East Grand Forks. Mr. Boppre responded that there is no benchmark or best practice for 

treatment method by population. Mr. Boppre would contact MPCA to request a list of treatment methods 

employed by other cities. 

 

Mayor Stauss said that he spoke with MPCA officials who said that City would not be forced into a project 

so long as the City is in compliance with current regulations. He noted that the construction costs have 

increased nearly 25 percent since the previous estimate. Mr. Boppre and Mr. Huizenga responded that the 

estimates have increased over a two-year period at approximately 10 percent per year. 

 

Council President Buckalew explained the Cost of Service Analysis (COSA) under the interconnect model. 

He requested that staff make the COSA available to Council Members for the next meeting. 

 

John Grenier, resident, asked how the interconnect project would compensate for days of high flow to the 

treatment facility. Mr. Boppre responded that the interconnect project would include an equalization basin of 

approximately 30 acres to stabilize those peak flow days. The basin would allow the City to continue to send 

waste to the Grand Forks facility at an average flow rate of 1.2 million gallons per day. 

 

The City Council requested that staff establish a meeting with MPCA officials so that Council Members 

could ask questions regarding treatment options directly to the MPCA. The Council established the next 

waste water public forum for March 4 at 7:00 pm in the Council Chambers. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:29 pm. 

 
 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2013 - 4:00 P.M. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for February 7, 2013 was called to order by 

Council President Craig Buckalew at 4:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  Mayor Lynn 

Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members Clarence 

Vetter, Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Mark Olstad, and Chad Grassel. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Greg Boppre, City 

Engineer; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Mike Hedlund, Police Chief; Charlotte 

Helgeson, Library Director; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; Megan Nelson, 

Executive Assistant;  Jim Richter, EDHA Director; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director. 

 

Other Staff: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current Agenda.  

Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research and future 

Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come up to the 

podium to do so.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of January 22, 2013. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of January 29, 2013. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER OLSTAD, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GRASSEL, TO APPROVE ITEM ONE (1) AND TWO (2). 
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Voting Aye:   Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may request 

individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

3. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-02-18 accepting responsibility as the sponsoring agency for 

receiving Safe Routes to School Funds for sidewalks. 

 

4. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-02-19 accepting responsibility as the sponsoring agency for 

receiving Safe Routes to School Funds for speed minder signs. 

 

5. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-02-20 adopting the Transit Development Plan. 

 

6. Consider approving the purchase of a vertical pump for the swimming pool from Custom Pools for 

$13,367.05.  

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

TWETEN, TO ADOPT ITEMS THREE (3) AND SIX (6) AS SUBMITTED. 

 

Voting Aye:   Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

7.  Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power, and Building Commission for January 3, 2013. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE  
 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-02-21 preserving tax exempt financing. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER TWETEN, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-02-21 PRESERVING TAX EXEMPT 

FINANCING. 
 

Voting Aye:   Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten 

Voting Nay:   None. 
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9. Consider approving Ordinance No. 6 4
th

 Series amending City Code Title XV Land Usage by adding 

Chapter 154 entitled “Illicit Discharge and Connection Ordinance” and by adopting by reference City Code 

Chapter 10 and Section 10.99 which, among other things, contain penalty provisions. (1
st
 Reading) 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

TWETEN, TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 6 4
th

 SERIES AMENDING CITY CODE TITLE XV 

LAND USAGE BY ADDING CHAPTER 154 ENTITLED “ILLICIT DISCHARGE AND 

CONNECTION ORIDNANCE” AND BY ADOPTING REGERENCE CITY CODE CHAPTER 10 

SECTION 10.99 WHICH, AMONG OTHER THINGS, CONTAIN PENALTY PROVISIONS. 

 

Voting Aye:   Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten 

Voting Nay:   None. 

  

CLAIMS: 

 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 13-02-22 authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to approve 

purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check number 14953 for a total of $1045.59 

whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER VONASEK, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER OLSTAD, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 13-02-22 AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF 

EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS 

REFERENCE IN CHECK NUMBER 14953 FOR A TOTAL OF $1045.59 WHEREAS COUNCIL 

MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT. 

 

Voting Aye:   Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, and Tweten 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Buckalew 

 

11. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills and 

payroll. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

GRASSEL, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER TO ISSUE 

PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye:   Olstad, Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, and Tweten 

Voting Nay:   None. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Mayor Stauss told the council the trip to Legislative Day went well.  They visited with six different 

legislators whom they all discussed priorities of East Grand Forks.  All were supportive and are now aware 

of our city’s concerns.  The Governor will be here for a meeting on Tuesday, February 12, 2013 at 1:30.  

Questions for the governor need to be submitted before hand, but with limited time there will only be a few 

topics that will be discussed.  One topic will be budgets.  Please submit questions to the administration 
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office.  

 

Council Member Buckalew informed the council they had a very interesting trip.  It was interesting watching 

the mayor and Mr. Tweten mingling with all of the legislators.  This experience showed how important it is 

to make the trips down to the capitol and make connections with the legislators. 

 

Council Member Tweten said how nice it was to have friends at the state capitol and he met lots of new 

people.  This visit will have great effect on future budgets for East Grand Forks.     

 

Council Member Leigh explained how a constituent called and asked about parking.  An ordinance was 

passed about dealing with the parking on the streets before but this topic needs to be looked at again.  There 

are areas around apartment buildings where the streets are full since there aren’t enough spots in the parking 

lot of the building.  They don’t have another place to park during snow emergencies.  Also when there is a 

snow emergency it is not practical for students to get out of school and move their cars during the day.  

Parking is also limited around the school.  Parking ordinances need to be discussed to see if a change should 

be made. 

 

Council Member Grassel agreed that overflow parking around some of these apartment buildings can be a 

nuisance.  He also agreed that this is something the council should look into to help alleviate the problem. 

 
 

ADJOURN: 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

OLSTAD, TO ADJOURN THE FEBRUARY 7, 2013 COUNCIL MEETING OF THE EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 4:17 P.M. 

 

 
 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

OF THE CITY  

COUNCIL WORK SESSION  

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2013 - 5:00 P.M. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for February 12, 2013 was called to 

order by Council President Craig Buckalew at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL:   

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  

Mayor Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Greg Leigh, 

Council Members Clarence Vetter, Henry Tweten, and Mark Olstad. 

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director;  Greg 

Boppre, City Engineer; Nancy Ellis, City Planner; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Mike Hedlund, 

Police Chief; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Gary Larson, Fire Chief; Megan Nelson, 

Executive Assistant;  Jim Richter, EDHA Director; and Jason Stordahl, Public Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

1. Reconsider Excess Liability Coverage – Karla Anderson 

 

Ms. Anderson explained to the council there was a little confusion and some questions that 

needed to be answered before proceeding with what final decision needs to be made with excess 

liability coverage.  She continued explaining in the past the city has waived the limit but did not 

purchase additional insurance.  To purchase the additional insurance would cost $35,000.00 that 

was not budgeted for.  After some discussion the choice with most support was to waive 

coverage but not purchase the additional insurance.    

 

2.  Special Events - Andy Magness 

 

Mr. Magness informed the council of two special events that his group, Ground Up Adventures, 

would like to sponsor.  They are going to both take place down in the greenway area and in the 

river.  One of the events happened last year, a swim/paddle from East Grand Forks up to Oslo.  

He explained how he again is partnering up with the Grand Forks Sheriff’s Office for safety and 

informing Polk County Sheriff’s Office about this event to receive permission to be in the Red 

River.  The second event is an obstacle course that will be laid out on both sides of the greenway.  

Again they will have the insurance, security, and anything else necessary for the event to take 

place.  Council members and the mayor commended Mr. Magness for setting up these events and 

utilizing the greenway.   
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3. MNDOT ADA Project at 2
nd

 & Demers – Greg Boppre 

 

Mr. Boppre informed the council of updates that will be taking place at various crosswalks in 

town so they are ADA compliant.  There is a project that will be taking place at the intersection 

of 2
nd

 St and Demers.  MNDOT will be paying for this project.  This intersection will be closed 

for at least a couple weeks at some point this summer while the project is being completed.    

 

4.  13CP2 Police Building Improvements – Greg Boppre 

 

Mr. Boppre introduced Brent Dammen to the council.  He is the architect who put the report 

together regarding all of the repairs that need to be done to the Police Department building.  He 

explained the different repairs and options that could be done to rehab the building.  Mr. Boppre 

also explained to the council that they included alternatives for this project so it can stay within 

the budget.  The council members discussed everything that needs to be taken into account for 

this project, including the decision that needs to be made with the dispatch area.  Council 

member Tweten asked if some of the flood money could be used to help with the costs of this 

project and Mr. Huizenga said we will ask.    

 

5. Background Check Ordinance – Ron Galstad 

 

Mr. Galstad told the council Chief Hedlund was contacted by MNCIS (Minnesota Criminal 

Information System).  By 2015 they are requiring all cities have passed a specific background 

check procedure in place.  He drafted up an ordinance that would comply with the new 

requirements and once adopted, the current ordinance would be terminated.  Council member 

Olstad asked if only Chief Hedlund and his designated official allowed to complete a background 

check or is there the possibility of having more than one designated official.  From what Mr. 

Galstad has read over, he hadn’t seen anything that would prevent Chief Hedlund from 

appointing more than one designated official to run background checks.   

 

6. 2013 Police SUV Order/Declaration of Surplus Property – Mike Hedlund 

 

Chief Hedlund informed the council about the information he has gathered about the purchase of 

a new SUV for the police department.  This item was budgeted for in 2013.  Currently the cost of 

the vehicle and equipment required will be coming in under budget.  The cost of striping the 

vehicle is not included but most likely would also be covered with the remaining funds.  The 

Expedition will be kept but only used when necessary.   

 

7.  Declare Surplus Property of Seized/Forfeited Firearms – Mike Hedlund 

 

Chief Hedlund explained the police department has a number of firearms that are of no use to the 

department.  To help with costs of items they do need or might need to be replaced, they would 

like to trade these firearms in and purchase what is needed.  Council member Tweten asked if 

they will be running their own background checks on the people purchasing the firearms.  Chief 

Hedlund explained they only sell these firearms to a business, obtain credit, and purchase 

firearms or other items needed for the department. 
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8. Police Officer Hiring Request – Mike Hedlund 

 

Chief Hedlund told the council the department has been a man down since the resignation of 

Andy Boen.  He had just started the process of making a roster in the case of this happening.  

The hiring process has started and he would like the council’s permission to hire a new officer 

hopefully by the end of March as well as complete a roster.   

 

9. Wedding Reception at Civic Center Request – Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Aker informed the council the Civic Center has been rented out for a wedding reception on 

June 22, 2013.  The rental for the event was $500.00 which already has been collected.  The 

couple also has put down a deposit for clean up, hired security, and has insurance in place for 

this event.  The Blue Moose will be catering the event as well as serving alcohol.  After some 

discussion the council doesn’t feel this is a good practice to be doing on a regular basis.  They 

don’t want to be taking business away from any of the local businesses.  Mr. Aker told the 

council the couple is expecting over 400 guests at the reception, they needed the space.   

 

10. Park Maintenance Hiring Request – Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Aker asked to hire another person for his department.  This position has been included in the 

budget for 2013.  He told the council the Parks and Rec department has been a person down for 

the last two years and they are falling behind.  Dale is doing a good job but needs help.  Mr. 

Huizenga added that this position would also help with the maintenance work at City Hall and at 

the library. 

 

11. New Construction Incentive Tax Rebate Program – Jim Richter 

 

Mr. Richter asked the council to renew the New Construction Incentive Tax Rebate Program 

until 2015.  He explained how well the program has been received.  Crookston just renewed their 

program and the county is expecting East Grand Forks do to the same.  Realtors use this program 

as a marketing tool to help sell lots and homes in East Grand Forks.  Discussion followed about 

what helps lots and homes sell in the city and what hurts these sales.  Council member Vetter 

asked where the funds come from.  Mr. Richter explained that this rebate is from their taxes they 

paid in.   

 

12. Fire Escrow Account – Megan Nelson 

 

Ms. Nelson explained to the council it could be to the city’s benefit to get added to the list of 

cities that are protected by a Minnesota statute that will basically provide a safety net in the case 

of a property owner not cleaning up after a fire or explosion.  Instead of all of the insurance 

money going straight to the property owner, 25% of the money would be put in the city’s fire 

escrow account.  This would pay for the cleanup.  Any money left over would be returned to the 

property owner.  As long as the property owner is taking care of the cleanup and there isn’t any 

health or safety violations there would not be any funds turned over to the city.  Council member 

Tweten wanted to make sure that this process would not affect anyone’s credit.     
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13.  Snow Parking – Mike Hedlund 

 

Chief Hedlund explained how there are been issues when it comes to snow emergency parking in 

the city.  There are issues around apartment buildings that don’t have enough parking for their 

residents and around the school.  Mr. Stordahl added that usually a two inch snow event doesn’t 

cause too many issues.  After much discussion the council seemed to favor changing a snow 

emergency from two inches to four inches.  There was also talk about seeing there is a way to 

send out a notification to residents so they know when the streets will be cleaned so their cars 

can be moved.  

 

14.    Compressor At Civic Center – Dave Aker 

 

Mr. Aker told the council that a compressor is down at the Civic Center.  This compressor is 

beyond repair.  There is one that can be put in but it will take time and the gauges need to be 

changed.  All of the repairs should be completed by the time the section tournament starts next 

week.  Mr. Aker reminded the council that these compressors and the system are getting older 

and will need to be replaced so this is something that should be put in the budget within the next 

couple years. 

 

15.  MPCA – Jason Stordahl  

 

Mr. Stordahl told the council that he arrange a meeting with Nicole Blasing via the web on 

February 21, 2013 at 9:30am.  Even though she isn’t able to make it all the way to East Grand 

Forks, the council can have a meeting with her and her staff to have questions and concerns 

addressed and answered.  Mr. Stordahl asked that questions be submitted before the meeting so 

Ms. Blasing has the people needed in the meeting to answer the questions council has for the 

MPCA.       

 

ADJOURN: 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VETTER, TO ADJOURN THE FEBRUARY 12, 2013 COUNCIL MEETING 

OF THE EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 6:37 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:  Leigh, Grassel, Vetter, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Olstad. 

Voting Nay:   None 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Documents and Settings\mnelson\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\SXV4RHV5\RCA_wedding.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date:   February 1, 2013 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Chad Grassel, Mark  Olstead, Henry Tweten, Clarence 
Vetter, and  Ron Vonasek 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Dave Aker 
 
RE: Wedding reception and dance at the Civic Center 
 

 
 
Background:  
 
We have rented out the Civic Center on June 22, 2013 for a wedding reception and dance to Dustin 
Dinnler and Stacey Heggen.  They are going to serve alcohol so I had them send  me certificates of 
liability insurance.  I have a certificate from the Blue Moose, they will be serving the alcohol, and from 
Scott Dimmler.  I have them hiring two security guards for the dance and they are going to clean up the 
next day. 
 
Recommendation:  Give them permission to have the dance and reception.  
    
Enclosures:  Certificates of Liability Insurance from the Blue Moose and Scott Dimmler. 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: February 5, 2013 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council 

Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Henry Tweten, Ron Vonasek,  Mark 
Olstad, Clarence Vetter and Chad Grassel. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Michael S. Hedlund – Chief of Police 
 
RE: 2013 Police SUV Order/Declaration of Surplus Property – Updated Information 

 
Nelson Motors has advised us that they will pay $3,080.00 for trade for the 2009 Ford Crown 
Victoria that we are looking to trade-in.  The mileage on this vehicle is 122,120.  This would 
reduce the total amount to be paid to Nelson Motors for the vehicle to $23,921.82.  With the 
addition of the cost from Code 4 the total base price will be $30,668.73.  We will still need to 
pay for striping and a few other minor equipment items.  
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Estimate
Date 1/19/2013

Estimate # 415

Name / Address
East Grand Forks Police Department
Chief Mike Hedlund
520 DeMers Ave. NW
East Grand Forks, MN 56721

Code 4 Services LLC
37882 County Highway 3
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572

Terms Net 30 Due Date 2/18/2013
Other

320.266.1600

215.252.5891

code4services@gmail.com

www.code4services.com

 Total

 Subtotal
 Sales Tax (6.87...

P.O. #

Item Description Qty Rate  Total
SHO 05.0915 Sho-Me Ignition Security System 1 175.00 175.00
WHE SL8RRBB Whelen Liberty SL8RRBB Light Bar RED/BLUE 1 1,325.00 1,325.00
WHE PAR28B 3.5" Round Super-LED® Lightheads with Clear Extended Lens

BLUE/BLUE
1 126.72 126.72

WHE PAR28R 3.5" Round Super-LED® Lightheads with Clear Extended Lens
RED/RED

1 126.72 126.72

HAV C-SM-1225 12" enclosed 25° Angled Series console 1 229.82 229.82
HAV C-ARM-104 Console, Accessory, Arm rest, Trak mount, Large arm rest pad, 10"

High, Flip, Height adjustable
1 97.52 97.52

HAV C-CUP2-E-C Dual external cup holder 1 27.97 27.97
HAV C-MCB Mic Clip Bracket 1 10.58 10.58
HAV C-MD-202 Action adapters, Tilt/swivel, 1.82" High 1 57.46 57.46
HAV C-HDM-302 Fixed adapter, Heavy duty mount, 4" Offset bracket 1 26.95 26.95
HAV UT-101 Device Mount, Universal laptop mount, Mounts universally, With lock 1 208.60 208.60
SET 10-VS-RP Setina: Horzontal sliding partition (uncoated) w/recessed panel

(SUV/pickup)
1 605.682 605.68

SET 12 POLY-C Setina Rear cargo partition polycarbonate SCRATCH RESISTANT
COATING

1 350.322 350.32

SET DUALVER... Setina Dual Vertical Gun Mount/Lock, shotgun and AR-15, handcuff
keys

1 307.23 307.23

SOS ETSS100D 100D Series Professional Speaker - 100 watt 1 156.87 156.87
SOS EGHST1B-12 GHOST™ Single LED Surface Mount Warning Light, Black Housing,

Solid Color - Blue LEDs
1 88.34 88.34
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Estimate
Date 1/19/2013

Estimate # 415

Name / Address
East Grand Forks Police Department
Chief Mike Hedlund
520 DeMers Ave. NW
East Grand Forks, MN 56721

Code 4 Services LLC
37882 County Highway 3
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572

Terms Net 30 Due Date 2/18/2013
Other

320.266.1600

215.252.5891

code4services@gmail.com

www.code4services.com

 Total

 Subtotal
 Sales Tax (6.87...

P.O. #

Item Description Qty Rate  Total
SOS EGHST1R-12 GHOST™ Single LED Surface Mount Warning Light, Black Housing,

Solid Color - Red LEDs
1 88.34 88.34

SOS ELUC2S010B Universal UnderCover™ LED Insert Blue LEDs 1 72.54 72.54
SOS ELUC2S010R Universal UnderCover™ LED Insert Red LEDs 1 72.54 72.54
EVM IDM308VS Ignition Delay Module /Voltage Sense 1 67.62 67.62
C4S FREIGHT Freight 1 350.00 350.00
C4S LABOR Labor 23 80.00 1,840.00
C4S SUPPLIES Miscellaneous supply charge 23 8.00 184.00
C4S PDCKIT Power Distribution Center Kit 1 25.00 25.00
WAY 30AMPRR 30 amp relay Mw/resistor 1 7.71 7.71
WAY CB 80 HI AMP MANUAL RESET 80 AMP  SURFACE MOUNT CIRCUIT

BREAKER
1 40.00 40.00

WAY GS Ground stud 2 5.36 10.72
WAY TL Prisoner Transport Light 1 9.07 9.07
MID BB-6 6-position ATO fuse block 3 19.53 58.59

Page 2

$6,746.91

$6,746.91

$0.00
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  AGENDA ITEM # __________ 
 

Request for Council Action 
Date: January 2, 2013 

 

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council 

Members: Greg Leigh, Henry Tweten and Ron Vonasek, Mark Olstad, Chad Grassel and 

Clarence Vetter. 

 

Cc: File 

 

From:  Michael S. Hedlund – Chief of Police 

 

RE:  Request to Have Seized/Forfeited Firearms Declared Surplus Property  

 

Background: 

The East Grand Forks Police Department has acquired as found property or through asset 

seizures/forfeitures the below listed firearms/bow.  Any of these weapons that were involved in a 

criminal action are no longer needed and are able to be disposed of.  We would like to trade these 

weapons in with the resulting funds then used to purchase additional equipment for the existing 

weapons that our officers use in the field.  We currently plan to purchase “Red Dot” scopes to be 

used on our police carbines.  If there are additional funds available they will be used for firearms 

supplies and accessories. 

 

Benelli Nova 12 Ga. Shotgun – Serial # Z153732 

J.C. Higgins 12 Ga. Shotgun – Serial # 5832003 

Ruger SR9C 9mm Handgun – Serial # 333-21434 

Springfield XD .40 Caliber Handgun – Serial # US489391 

Winchester 120 12Ga. Shotgun – Serial # L1702422 

Springfield 67F .410 Shotgun – Serial # A405004 

Marlin 60 .22 Caliber Rifle – Serial # 18465795 

Mossberg 600 AT – Serial # H796787 

Remington 870 12 Ga. Shotgun – NWTF Edition – Serial # D650663M 

Remington 870 12 Ga. Shotgun – Serial # X009??3 – If the full serial number of this weapon is 

not able to be determined (it is quite worn) it will have to be destroyed rather than sold. 

 

Eagle Compound Bow w/ Hard Plastic Case – No visible Serial Number. 

 

 

Recommendation: Declare the above listed items as surplus property and allow the EGFPD to 

trade them in towards the purchase of equipment and supplies for the police department. 

 

Attachments: None. 
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Minutes of the regular meeting of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of the City of East Grand Forks, 
Minnesota held January 17, 2013 at 5:00 P.M. 
Present:  Brickson, Quirk, Tweten 
Absent:   Ogden 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk second by Commissioner Tweten that the minutes of the previous meeting of 
January 3, 2013 be approved as read. 
Voting Aye:  Brickson, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten second by Commissioner Quirk to authorize the Secretary to issue payment of 
the recommended bills and payroll in the amount of $1,558,637.64. 
Voting Aye:  Brickson, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk second by Commissioner Tweten to approve the 2012 accounts for charge off.  
Voting Aye:  Brickson, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Tweten second by Commissioner Quirk to approve the purchase of replacement 
Christmas decorations. 
Voting Aye:  Brickson, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk second by Commissioner Tweten to approve the fees for temporary water service 
from a fire hydrant. 
Voting Aye:  Brickson, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk second by Commissioner Tweten to approve a 2012 billing adjustment for water 
and sewage at New Heights Elementary school in the amount of $53,387.43. 
Voting Aye:  Brickson, Quirk, Tweten 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
Commissioner Tweten left the meeting at 5:40 PM. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Quirk second by Commissioner Brickson to adjourn to the next regular meeting on 
February 7, 2013 at 5:00 P.M. 
Voting Aye:  Brickson, Quirk 
Voting Nay:  None 
 
 
         Lori Maloney 
         Sec'y 
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ORDINANCE NO. 6 4TH SERIES 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA, 

AMENDING CITY CODE TITLE XV LAND USAGE BY ADDING CHAPTER 154 

ENTITLED "ILLICIT DISCHARGE AND CONNECTION ORDINANCE” AND BY 

ADOPTING BY REFERENCE CITY CODE CHAPTER 10 AND SECTION 10.99 

WHICH, AMONG OTHER THINGS, CONTAIN PENALTY PROVISIONS. 

 

 THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ORDAINS: 

 

SECTION: 1. That Title XV of the City Code is hereby amended to include Chapter 154  

   Storm Water Management to read as follows, to-wit: 

 

TITLE XV Land Usage 

 

Chapter 154.  ILLICIT DISCHARGE AND CONNECTION ORDINANCE 

 

 SECTION 154.01.   PURPOSE/INTENT. 

 

 The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the health, safety, and general welfare of 

the citizens of City of East Grand Forks through the regulation of non-storm water discharges to 

the storm drainage system to the maximum extent practicable as required by federal and state 

law. This ordinance establishes methods for controlling the introduction of pollutants into the 

municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4) in order to comply with requirements of the 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit process. The objectives of 

this ordinance are: 

 (1)  To regulate the contribution of pollutants to the MS4 by storm water discharges 

 by any  user. 

 (2) To prohibit illicit connections and discharges to the MS4. 

 (3) To establish legal authority to carry out all inspection, surveillance, monitoring, 

 and enforcement procedures necessary to ensure compliance with this ordinance. 

 

 SECTION 154.02.  DEFINITION. 

 

 For purposes of this ordinance, the following shall mean: 

 

 Authorized Enforcement Agency. Employees or designees of the Director of the 

municipal department designated to enforce this ordinance. 

 

 Best Management Practices (BMPs). Schedules of activities, prohibitions of practices, 

general good house keeping practices, pollution prevention and educational practices, 

maintenance procedures, and other management practices to prevent or reduce the discharge of 

pollutants directly or indirectly to storm water, receiving waters, or storm water conveyance 

systems. BMP’s also include treatment practices, operating procedures, and practices to control 

site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or water disposal, or drainage from raw materials storage. 
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 Clean Water Act.  The federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. § 1251 et seq.), 

and any subsequent amendments thereto. 

 

 Construction Activity.  Activities subject to NPDES Construction Permits. These include 

construction projects resulting in land disturbance of one acre or more. Such activities include 

but are not limited to clearing and grubbing, grading, excavating, and demolition. 

 

 Hazardous Materials. Any material, including any substance, waste, or combination 

thereof, which because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious 

characteristics may cause, or significantly contribute to, a substantial present or potential hazard 

to human health, safety, property, or the environment when improperly treated, stored, 

transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed. 

 

 Illegal Discharge.  Any direct or indirect non-storm water discharge to the storm drain 

system, except as exempted in Section 8 of this ordinance. 

 

 Illicit Connections.  An illicit connection is defined as either of the following: 

 Any drain or conveyance, whether on the surface or subsurface that allows an illegal discharge to 

enter the storm drain system including but not limited to any conveyances that allow any non-

storm water discharge including sewage, process wastewater, and wash water to enter the storm 

drain system and any connections to the storm drain system from indoor drains and sinks, 

regardless of whether said drain or connection had been previously allowed, permitted, or 

approved by an authorized enforcement agency or, 

 

 Any drain or conveyance from a commercial or industrial land use to the storm drain system that 

has not been documented in plans, maps, or equivalent records and approved by Public Works 

Department 

 

 Industrial Activity.  Activity subject to NPDES Industrial Storm Water Permits as 

defined in 40 CFR, Section 122.26 (b)(14). 

 

 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4).  The system of conveyances (including 

sidewalks, roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, 

man-made channels, or storm drains) owned and operated by the City of East Grand Forks and 

designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water, and that is not used for collecting or 

conveying sewage. 

 

 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Storm Water Discharge 

Permit.  Means a permit issued by EPA (or by a State under authority delegate pursuant to 33 

USC § 1342(b)) that authorizes the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States, 

whether the permit is applicable on an individual, group, or general area-wide basis. 

 

 Non-Storm Water Discharge. Any discharge to the storm drain system that is not 

composed entirely of storm water. 
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 Person.  Any individual, association, organization, partnership, firm, corporation or other 

entity recognized by law and acting as either the owner or as the owner’s agent. 

 

 Pollutant.  Anything which causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may include, but 

are not limited to: paints, varnishes, and solvents; oil and other automotive fluids; non-hazardous 

liquid and solid wastes and yard wastes; rubbish, garbage, litter, or other discarded of abandoned 

objects, ordinances, and accumulations, so that same may cause or contribute to pollution; 

floatables; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; hazardous substances and wastes; sewage, fecal 

coliform and pathogens; dissolved and particulate metals; animal wastes; wastes and residues 

that result from constructing a building or structure; and noxious or offensive matter of any kind. 

 

 Premises. Any building, lot, parcel of land, or portion of land whether improved or 

unimproved including adjacent sidewalks and parking strips. 

 

 Storm Drainage System.  Publicly-owned facilities by which storm water is collected 

and/or conveyed, including but not limited to any roads with drainage systems, municipal streets, 

gutters, curbs, inlets, piped storm drains, pumped facilities, retention and detention basins, 

natural and human-made or altered drainage channels, reservoirs, and other drainage structures. 

 

 Storm Water.  Any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting entirely of water from 

any form of natural precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation. 

 

 Storm Water Management Plan. A document which describes the Best Management 

Practices and activities to be implemented by a person or business to identify sources of 

pollution or contamination at a site and the actions to eliminate or reduce pollutant discharges to 

Storm Water, Storm Water Conveyance System, and/or Receiving Waters to the Maximum 

Extent Practicable. 

 

 Wastewater. Any water or other liquid, other than uncontaminated storm water, discharge 

from a facility. 

 

 SECTION 154.03. APPLICABILITY. 

 

 This ordinance shall apply to all water entering the storm drain system generated on any 

developed and undeveloped lands unless explicitly exempted by the Public Works Department. 

 

 SECTION 154.04. RESPONSIBILITY FOR ADMINISTRATION. 

 

 The Public Works Department shall administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of 

this ordinance. Any powers granted or duties imposed upon the Public Works Department may 

be delegated in writing by the Director of the Public Works Department to persons or entities 

acting in the beneficial interest of or in the employ of the department. 
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 SECTION 154.05. COMPATIBILITY WITH OTHER REGULATIONS. 

 

 This ordinance is not intended to modify or repeal any other ordinance, rule, regulation, 

or other provision of law. The requirements of this ordinance are in addition to the requirements 

of any other ordinance, rule, regulation, or other provision of law, and where any provision of 

this ordinance imposes restrictions different from those imposed by any other ordinance, rule, 

regulation, or other provision of law, whichever provision is more restrictive or imposes higher 

protective standards for human health or the environment shall control. 

 

 SECTION 154.06. SEVERABILITY. 

 

 The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any provision, 

clause, sentence, or paragraph of this ordinance of the application thereof to any person, 

establishment, or circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the other 

provisions or application of this ordinance. 

 

 SECTION 154.07. ULTIMATE RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

 The standards set forth herein and promulgated pursuant to this ordinance are minimum 

standards; therefore this ordinance does not intend or imply that compliance by any person will 

ensure that there will be no contamination, pollution, or unauthorized discharge of pollutants. 

 

 SECTION 154.08. DISCHARGE PROHIBITIONS. 

 

8.1. Prohibition of Illegal Discharges. 

 No person shall throw, drain, or otherwise discharge, cause, or allow other under its 

control to throw, drain, or otherwise discharge into the MS4 any pollutants or waters containing 

any pollutants, other than storm water. 

 The commencement, conduct or continuance of any illegal discharge to the storm drain 

system is prohibited except as described as follows: 

(1) The following discharges are exempt from discharge prohibitions established by this 

ordinance: water line flushing, landscape irrigation, diverted stream flows, rising ground 

waters, uncontaminated ground water infiltration, uncontaminated pump ground water, 

discharges from potable water sources, foundation drains, air conditioning condensation, 

irrigation water, springs, water from crawl space pumps, footing drains, lawn watering, 

individual residential car washing, flows from riparian habitats and wetlands, de-

chlorinated swimming pool discharges, and street wash water. 

(2)  Discharges or flow from firefighting, and other discharges specified in writing by the 

Public Works Department as being necessary to protect public health and safety. 

(3) Discharge associated with dye testing, however this activity requires a verbal notification 

 to the Public Works Department prior to the time of the test. 

(4)  The prohibition shall not apply to any non-storm water discharge permitted under an 

NPDES permit, waiver, or waste discharge order issued to the discharger and 

administered under the authority of the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA), provided that the discharger is in full compliance with all requirements of the 
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permit, waiver, or other and other applicable laws and regulations, and provided that 

written approval has been granted for any discharge to the storm drain system. 

  

8.2. Prohibition of Illicit Connections.  

(1)  The construction, use, maintenance or continued existence of illicit connections to the 

storm drain system is prohibited. 

 

(2) This prohibition expressly includes, without limitation, illicit connections made in the 

 past, regardless of whether the connection was permissible under law or practices 

 applicable or prevailing at the time of connection. 

 

(3) A person is considered to be in violation of this ordinance if the person connects a line 

 conveying sewage to the MS4, or allows such a connection to continue. 

 

(4) Improper connection is a violation of this ordinance must be disconnected and redirected, 

 if necessary, to an approved onsite wastewater management system or the sanitary sewer 

 system upon approval of the Public Works Department. 

 

(5) Any drain or conveyance that has not been documented in plans, maps or equivalent, and 

which may be connected to the storm sewer system, shall be located by the owner or 

occupant of that property upon receipt of written notice of violation from the Public 

Works Department requiring that such locating be completed. Such notice will specify a 

reasonable time period within which the location of the drain or conveyance is to be 

determined, that the drain or conveyance be identified as storm sewer, sanitary sewer or 

other, and that the outfall location or point of connection to the storm sewer system, 

sanitary sewer system or other discharge point be identified. Results of these 

investigations are to be documented and provided to the Public Works Department. 

 

 SECTION 154.09. WATERCOURSE PROTECTION. 

 

 Every person owning property through which a watercourse passes, or such person’s 

lessee, shall keep and maintain that part of the watercourse within the property free of trash, 

debris, excessive vegetation, and other obstacles that would pollute, contaminate, or significantly 

retard the flow of water through the watercourse. In addition, the owner or lessee shall maintain 

existing privately owned structures within or adjacent to a watercourse, so that such structures 

will not become a hazard to the use, function, or physical integrity of the watercourse. 

 

 SECTION 154.10. INDUSTRIAL OR CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY   

    DISCHARGES. 

 

10.1. Submission of NOI to City of East Grand Forks. 
(1)  Any person subject to an industrial or construction activity NPDES storm water discharge 

permit shall comply with all provisions of such permit. Proof of compliance with said permit 

may be required in a form acceptable to the Public Works Department prior to the allowing of 

discharges to the MS4. 
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(2) The operator of a facility, including construction sites, required to have an NPDES permit 

to discharge storm water associated with industrial activity shall submit a copy of the Notice of 

Intent (NOI) to the Public Works Department at the same time the operator submits the original 

Notice of Intent to the EPA/MPCA as applicable. 

 

(3) The copy of the Notice of Intent may be delivered to the Public Works Department either 

in person or by mailing it to: 

 

 City of East Grand Forks 

  ATTENTION:  Public Works Department 

  600 Demers Ave. 

  East Grand Forks, MN 56721 

 

(4) A person commits an offense if the person operates a facility that is discharging storm 

water associated with industrial activity without having submitted a copy of the Notice of Intent 

to do so to the Public Works Department. 

 

 SECTION 154.11. COMPLIANCE MONITORING. 

 

11.1. Right of Entry: Inspection and Sampling. 

 The Public Works Department shall be permitted to enter and inspect facilities subject to 

regulation under this ordinance as often as may be necessary to determine compliance with this 

ordinance. 

 

(1) If a discharger has security measures in force which require proper identification and 

clearance before entry into its premises, the discharger shall make the necessary arrangements to 

allow access to representatives of the Public Works Department. 

 

(2) Facility operators shall allow the Public Works Department ready access to all parts of 

the premises for the purposes of inspection, sampling, examination and copying of records that 

must be kept under the conditions of an NPDES permit to discharge storm water, and the 

performance of any additional duties as defined by state and federal law. 

 

(3) The Public Works Department shall have the right to set up on any permitted facility such 

devices as are necessary in the opinion of the Public Works Department to conduct monitoring 

and/ or sampling of the facility’s storm water discharge. 

 

(4) The Public Works Department has the right to require the discharger to install monitoring 

equipment as necessary. The facility’s sampling and monitoring equipment shall be maintained 

at all times in a safe and proper operating condition by the discharger at its own expense. All 

devices used to measure storm water flow and quality shall be calibrated to ensure their 

accuracy. 

 

(5) Any temporary or permanent obstruction to safe and easy access to the facility to be 

inspected and/or sampled shall be promptly removed by the operator at the written or oral 
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request of the Public Works Department and shall not be replaced. The costs of clearing such 

access shall be borne by the operator. 

 

(6) Unreasonable delays in allowing the Public Works Department access to a permitted 

facility is a violation of a storm water discharge permit and of this ordinance. A person who is 

the operator of a facility with an NPDES permit to discharge storm water associated with 

industrial activity commits an offense if the person denies the Public Works Department 

reasonable access to the permitted facility for the purpose of conducting any activity authorized 

or required by this ordinance. 

 

11.2. Search Warrants. 

 If the Public Works Department has been refused access to any part of the premises from 

which storm water is discharged, and he/she is able to demonstrate probable cause to believe that 

there may be a violation of this ordinance, or that there is a need to inspect and/or sample as part 

of a routine inspection and sampling program designed to verify compliance with this ordinance 

or any order issued hereunder, or to protect the overall public health, safety, and welfare of the 

community, then the Public Works Department may seek issuance of a search warrant from any 

court of competent jurisdiction. 

 

 SECTION 154.12. REQUIREMENT TO PREVENT, CONTROL, AND   

    REDUCE STORM WATER POLLUTANTS BY THE USE  

    OF BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. 

 

 Public Works Department will adopt requirements identifying Best Management Practice 

for any activity, operation, or facility which may cause or contribute to pollution or 

contamination of storm water, the storm drain system, or waters of the United States. The owner 

or operator of such activity, operation, or facility shall provide, at their own expenses, reasonable 

protection from accidental discharge or prohibited materials or other wastes into the municipal 

storm drain system or watercourses through the use of these structural and non-structural BMPs.  

 

 Further, any person responsible for a property or premises that is, or may be, the source 

of an illicit discharge, may be required to implement, at said person’s expense, additional 

structural and non- structural BMPs to prevent the further discharge of pollutants to the MS4. 

Compliance with all terms and conditions of a valid NPDES permit authorizing the discharge of 

storm water associated with industrial activity, to the extent practicable, shall be deemed in 

compliance with the provisions of this section. These BMPs shall be part of a storm water 

management plan (SWMP) as necessary for compliance with requirements of the NPDES 

permit. 

 

 SECTION 154.13. NOTIFICATION OF SPILLS. 

 

 Notwithstanding other requirements of law, as soon as any person responsible for a 

facility or operation, or responsible for emergency response for a facility or operation has 

information of any known or suspected release of materials which are resulting or may result in 

illegal discharges or pollutants discharging into storm water, the storm drain system, or waters of 

the United States, said person shall take all necessary steps to ensure the discovery, containment, 
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and cleanup of such release. In the event of such release of hazardous materials said person shall 

immediately notify emergency response agencies of the occurrence via emergency dispatch 

services. In the event of a release of non-hazardous materials, said person shall notify the Public 

Works Department in person or by phone or facsimile no later than the next business day. 

Notification in person or by phone shall be confirmed by written notice addressed and mailed to 

the Public Works Department within 2 business days of the phone notice. If the discharge of 

prohibited materials emanates from a commercial or industrial establishment, the owner or 

operator of such establishment shall also retain an on-site written record of the discharge and the 

actions taken to prevent its recurrence. Such records shall be retained for at least 7 years.  Failure 

to provide notification of a release as provided above is a violation of this ordinance. 

 

 SECTION 154.14. VIOLATION, ENFORCEMENT, AND PENALTIES. 

 

14.1. Violation. 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to violate any provision or fail to comply with any of 

the requirements of this ordinance. Any person who has violated or continues to violate the 

provisions of this ordinance, may be subject to the enforcement actions outlined in this section or 

may be restrained by injunction or otherwise abated in a manner provided by law.  

 In the event the violation constitutes an immediate danger to public health or public 

safety, the Public Works Department is authorized to enter upon the subject private property, 

without giving prior notice, to take any and all measures necessary to abate the violation and/or 

restore the property. The Public Works Department is authorized to seek costs of the abatement 

as outlined in Section 17. 

 

14.2. Warning Notice. 

  When the Public Works Department finds that any person has violated, or continues to 

violate, any provision of this ordinance, or any order issued hereunder, the Public Works 

Department may serve upon that person a written Warning Notice, specifying the particular 

violation believed to have occurred and requesting the discharger to immediately investigate the 

matter and to seek a resolution where by any offending discharge will cease. Investigation and/or 

resolution of the matter in response to the Warning Notice in no way relieves the alleged violator 

of liability for any violations occurring before or after receipt of the Warning Notice. Nothing in 

this subsection shall limit the authority of the Public Works Department to take any action, 

including emergency action or any other enforcement action, without first issuing a Warning 

Notice.  

 

 14.3. Notice of Violation. 

  Whenever the Public Works Department finds that a person has violated a prohibition or 

failed to meet a requirement of this ordinance, the Public Works Department may order 

compliance by written notice of violation to the responsible person. 

 The Notice of Violation shall contain: 

 (1) The name and address of the alleged violator; 

 (2) The address when available or a description of the building, structure or land upon which 

 the violation is occurring, or has occurred; 

 (3) A statement specifying the nature of the violation; 
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 (4) A description of the remedial measures necessary to restore compliance with this 

 ordinance and a time  schedule for the completion of such remedial action; 

 (5) A statement of the penalty or penalties that shall or may be assessed against the person to 

 whom the notice of violation is directed; 

 (6) A statement that the determination of violation may be appealed to the Public Works 

 Department by filing a written notice of appeal within 10 days of service of notice of 

 violation; and  

 (7) A statement specifying that, should the violator fail to restore compliance within the 

 established time schedule, the work will be done by a designated governmental agency or 

 a contractor and the expense  thereof shall be charged to the violator.  Such notice may 

require without limitation: 

  (1) The performance of monitoring, analyses, and reporting; 

  (2) The elimination of illicit connections or discharges; 

  (3) That violating discharges, practices, or operations shall cease and desist; 

  (4) The abatement or remediation of storm water pollution or contamination hazards  

  and the restoration of any affected property 

  (5) Payment of a fine to cover administrative and remediation costs; and  

  (6) The implementation of source control or treatment BMPs. 

 

 14.4. Compensatory Action. 

  In lieu of enforcement proceedings, penalties, and remedies authorized by this ordinance, 

the Public Works Department may impose upon a violator alternative compensatory actions, 

such as storm drain stenciling, attendance at compliance workshops, creek cleanup, etc. 

 

 14.5. Suspension of MS4 Access. 

  14.6.1. Emergency Cease and Desist Orders 

   When the Public Works Department finds that any person has violated, or 

 continues to violate, any provision of this ordinance, or any order issued hereunder, or 

 that the person’s past violations are likely to recur, and that the person’s violation(s) has 

 (have) caused or contributed to an actual or threatened discharge to the MS4 or waters of 

 the United States which reasonably appears to present an imminent or substantial 

 endangerment to the health or welfare of persons or to the environment, the Public Works 

 Department may issue an order to the violator directing it immediately to cease and desist 

 all such violations and directing the violator to: 

 

  (1) Immediately comply with all ordinance requirements; and 

 

  (2) Take such appropriate preventive action as may be needed to properly address a  

  continuing or threatened violation, including immediately halting operations  

  and/or  terminating the discharge.  Any person notified of an emergency order  

  directed to it under this Subsection shall immediately comply and stop or   

  eliminate its endangering discharge. In the event of a discharger’s failure to  

  immediately comply voluntarily with the emergency order, the Public Works  

  Department may take such steps as deemed necessary to prevent or minimize  

  harm to the MS4 or waters of the United States, and/or endangerment to persons  

  or to the environment, including immediate termination of a facility’s water  
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  supply, sewer connection, or other municipal utility services. The Public Works  

  Department may allow the person to recommence its discharge when it has  

  demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Public Works Department that the period 

  of endangerment has passed, unless further termination proceedings are initiated  

  against the discharger under this ordinance. A person that is responsible, in whole  

  or in part, for any discharge presenting imminent endangerment shall submit a  

  detailed written statement, describing the causes of the harmful discharge and the  

  measures taken to prevent any future occurrence, to the Public Works  

  Department within 20 days of receipt of the emergency order. Issuance of an  

  emergency cease and desist order shall not be a bar  against, or a prerequisite for,  

  taking any other action against the violator. 

 

  14.6.2. Suspension due to Illicit Discharges in Emergency Situations 

   The Public Works Department may, without prior notice, suspend MS4 

 discharge access to a person when such suspension is necessary to stop an actual or 

 threatened discharge which presents or may present imminent and substantial danger to 

 the environment, or to the health or welfare of persons, or to the MS4 or waters of the 

 United States. If the violator fails to comply with a suspension order issued in an 

 emergency, the Public Works Department may take such steps as deemed necessary to 

 prevent or minimize damage to the MS4 or waters of the United States, or to minimize 

 danger to persons. 

 

  14.6.3. Suspension due to the Detection of Illicit Discharge 

   Any person discharging to the MS4 in violation of this ordinance may have their 

 MS4 access terminated if such termination would abate or reduce an illicit discharge. The 

 Public Works Department will notify a violator of the proposed termination of its MS4  

 access. The violator may petition the Public Works Department for a reconsideration 

 and hearing.  

   A person commits an offense if the person reinstates MS4 access to premises 

 terminated pursuant to this Section, without the prior approval of the Public Works 

 Department. 

 

 14.7. Civil Penalties. 

  In the event the alleged violator fails to take the remedial measures set forth in the notice 

of violation or otherwise fails to cure the violations described therein within 3 days, or such 

greater period as the Public Works Department shall deem appropriate, after the Public Works 

Department has taken one or more of the actions described above, the Public Works Department 

may impose a penalty not to exceed $1,000.00 (depending on the severity of the violation) for 

each day the violation remains unremedied after receipt of the notice of violation.  

 

 14.8. Criminal Prosecution. 

  Any person that has violated or continues to violate this ordinance shall be liable to 

criminal prosecution to the fullest extent of the law, and shall be subject to a criminal penalty of 

$1,000.00 per violation per day and/or imprisonment for a period of time not to exceed 90 days 

or both. Each act of violation and each day upon which any violation shall occur shall constitute 

a separate offense. 
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  SECTION 15. APPEAL OF NOTICE OF VIOLATION. 

 

  Any person receiving a Notice of Violation may appeal the determination of the Public 

Works Department. The notice of appeal must be received within 3 days from the date of the 

Notice of Violation. Hearing on the appeal before the appropriate authority or his/her designee 

shall take place within 15 days from the date of receipt of the notice of appeal. The decision of 

the municipal authority or their designee shall be final. 

 

  SECTION 154.16. ENFORCEMENT MEASURES AFTER APPEAL. 

 

  If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in the Notice 

of Violation, or, in the event of an appeal, within 7 days or longer if allowed by the Public Works 

Department, of the decision of the municipal authority upholding the decision of the Public 

Works Department, then representatives or the Public Works Department shall enter upon the 

subject private property and are authorized to take any and all measures necessary to abate the 

violation and/or restore the property. It shall be unlawful for any person, owner, agent or person 

in possession of any premises to refuse to allow the government agency or designated contractor 

to enter upon the premises for the purposes set forth above. 

 

  SECTION 154.17. COST OF ABATEMENT OF THE VIOLATION. 

 

  Within 30 days after abatement of the violation, the owner of the property will be notified 

of the cost of abatement, including administrative costs. The property owner may file a written 

protest objection to the amount of the assessment within 7 days. If the amount due is not paid 

within a timely manner as determined by the decision of the municipal authority or by the 

expiration of the time in which to file an appeal, the charges shall become a special assessment 

against the property and shall constitute a lien on the property for the amount of the assessment.  

  Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall become liable to the City 

of East Grand Forks by reason of such violation. The liability shall be paid in not more than six 

(6) equal payments, unless a different term is agreed upon by the municipal authority. Interest at 

the rate of 10 percent per annum shall be assessed on the balance beginning on the 3rd day 

following discovery of the violation. 

 

  SECTION 154.18. VIOLATIONS DEEMED A PUBLIC NUISANCE. 

 

  In addition to the enforcement processes and penalties provided, any condition caused or 

permitted to exist in violation of any of the provisions of the ordinance is a threat to public 

health, safety, and welfare, and is declared and deemed a nuisance, and may be summarily 

abated or restored at the violator’s expense, and/or civil action to abate, enjoin, or otherwise 

compel the cessation of such nuisance may be taken. 

 

  SECTION 154.19. REMEDIES NOT EXCLUSIVE. 

 

  The remedies listed in this ordinance are not exclusive of any other remedies available 

under any applicable federal, state or local law and it is within the discretion of the Public Works 

Department to seek cumulative remedies. 
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  The Public Works Department may recover all attorney’s fees court costs and other 

expenses associated with enforcement of this ordinance, including sampling and monitoring 

expenses. 

 SECTION 154.20 PENALTIES 

 

(1) Fines.  Any person who is found to have violated an order of the Public Works 

Department, Board of Appeals (City Administrator), or City Council, or the 

control authority, or who willfully or negligently failed to comply with any 

provision of this chapter, and the orders, rules, regulations, and permits issued 

hereunder, shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) for each 

offense. Each day on which a violation shall occur or continue shall be deemed a 

separate and distinct offense.  

 

(2) Falsifying information.  Any person who knowingly makes any false statement, 

representation or certification in any application, record, report, plan, or other 

document filed or required to be maintained pursuant to this chapter, or who 

falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or 

method required under this section shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine 

of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per incident. 

 

SECTION 2. 

    

 City Code Chapter 10 entitled "General Provisions” Including Penalty for  Violation and 

Section 10.99 entitled "General Penalties" are hereby adopted in their entirety, by reference, as 

though repeated verbatim herein. 

SECTION 3.    

 This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage  and 

publication and be given the Number __________, 4th Series. 

 

VOTING AYE:_____________________________________________________ 

VOTING NAY:_____________________________________________________ 

ABSENT:  _______________________________________________________ 

The President declared the Ordinance passed. 

 

ATTEST:     PASSED:                                           , 2013 

______________________________ ______________________________ 

Clerk-Treasurer    President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance this _____ day of________ 2013. 

 

______________________________ 

Mayor 
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RESOLUTION  NO.  13-01-14 

  
 

 

Council Member Tweten, supported by Council Member Vonasek, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, By the City Council of the City of East Grand Forks, Minnesota, that "C&H 

Insurance" has been designated as the insurance agency to handle City Policy for 2013 and The 

City chooses to “Waive” the monetary limits on tort liability without purchasing excess liability 

coverage. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. Passed: February 19, 2013 

 

Attest: 

 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 19
th

 of February 19, 2013. 

 

 

  ________________________________ 

  Mayor 

 

39

mnelson
Typewriter
11



RESOLUTION NO.  13 – 02 - 23 
 

 

RESOLUTION ORDERING IMPROVEMENT AND PREPARATION OF PLANS AND 

SPECIFICATIONS FOR 2013 CITY PROJECT NO. 3 – POLICE BUILDING 

IMPROVEMENTS 

 

Council Member _______, supported by Council Member ________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires plans and specifications for 2013 City Project No. 3 – 

Police Building Improvements; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA that the City Council directs the City Engineer to prepare plans 

and specifications for the 2013 City Project No. 3 – Police Building Improvements per the 

guidelines of the existing engineering services agreement with Widseth Smith Nolting 

Engineering. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay: 

Absent:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. Passed: February 19, 2013 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 19
th

 of February, 2013. 

 

  ________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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Request for Council Action 
Date: February 19, 2013 

To:  East Grand Forks City Council and Mayor Lynn Stauss 

From: Nancy Ellis, City Planner  

RE:  Approval of SUP to rehabilitate the Central Substation at 3rd Ave NW and 20th St NW 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

 

Planning Commission recommends approval of a Special Use Permit to rehabilitate and install 

new transformer, switches, power, switchgear building and fencing at the Central Substation 

on the corner of 3rd Ave NW and 20th St. NW.   

 

(Items addressed at the hearing included safety, proximity to intersection, and if there would be 
any contaminated soils.  Questions of safety and location were addressed with application and site 
plan ~ soils will be addressed at construction.) 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

APPLICANTS/PROPERTY OWNERS: Water, Light, Power and Building Commission of and for the 

City of East Grand Forks 

 

REQUESTED ACTION: Applicant is requesting approval of a Special Use Permit to rehabilitate and 

install new transformer, switches, power, switchgear building and fencing at the Central Substation 

 

SITE ZONING/LAND USE: C-2 is the current zoning, Essential services – public utility uses and 

transmission services, buildings and storage. 

 

SURROUNDING ZONING/LAND USE:  

 North:  C-2 zoning,  Troy Pecka Trucking 

 West:   R-1 zoning,  Single family homes 

 South:  C-2 zoning,  Bydal Signs, Empty lot, Christ the King Church (southwest corner)  

 East:    C-2 zoning,  Polar Communications – cell tower 
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GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

The City of East Grand Forks’s Water, Light, Power and Building Commission is planning to 

rehabilitate its Central Substation at its current location in the NE corner of the intersection of 

3rd Ave NW and 20th St NW.  I have listed the criteria for the special use permit process below.  

Since this is an existing building the criteria should already be met.  Noise, dust and security have 

been addressed in the application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT PROCESS 

 

Within City Code is a section that lists “Criteria For Granting Special Use Permits”.  This section 

states that the applicant must show that standards and criteria in Chapter 10 will be satisfied.  

These standards and criteria shall include both general requirements for all special uses and, 

insofar as practicable, requirements specific to each designated special use.  In granting a special 

use permit, the city council shall consider the effect of the proposed use upon the health, safety, 
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and general welfare of occupants of surrounding lands.  Among other things, the planning 

commission and city council shall make the following findings where applicable: 

 

1. The use will not create an excessive burden on public facilities and utilities, which serve or 

are proposed to serve the area. 

2. The use will be sufficiently compatible with, or separated by sufficient distance from, or 

screened from adjacent land uses so that there will be no deterrence to the use or 

development of adjacent land and uses. 

3. Each structure or improvement is so designed and constructed that it is not unsightly in 

appearance to the extent that it will hinder the orderly and harmonious development of the 

district wherein proposed. 

4. The use is consistent with the purposes of Chapter 10, and the purposes of the zoning 

district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use. 

5. The use is not in conflict with the East Grand Forks Land Use Plan. 

6. Adequate measures have been taken to provide ingress and egress so designed as to 

minimize traffic congestion, provide adequate access to public roads, and provide sufficient 

on-site parking. 

 

In permitting a new special use permit or alteration upon review of an existing special use permit, 

the planning commission may recommend, and the city council may impose, in addition to these 

standards and requirements expressly specified by this Chapter, additional conditions which the 

planning commission or city council considers necessary to protect the interests of the surrounding 

area or the City as a whole. 

 

 

SITE PLAN COMMENTS 

 

Since this site already exists and the use or utilities will not change significantly, I have not made 

specific site plan comments.  The buildings/ transformer do meet our setbacks requirements, as 

well as, other requirements of the code.   

 

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends approval of the Special Use Permit to rehabilitate the Central Substation and 

install a new transformer, switches, power, switchgear building and security fencing. 
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ORDINANCE NO.________ 4th SERIES 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA, REVOKING IN 

ITS ENTIRETY TITLE IX, CHAPTER 99: BACKGROUND CHECKS; MUNICPAL 

EMPLOYEES AND APPOINTEES AND REPLACING IT WITH CHAPTER 99 ORDINANCE 

RELATING TO CRIMINAL HISTORY BACKGROUND FOR APPLICANTS FOR CITY 

EMPLOYMENT AND CITY LICENSES; 

 

AND BY ADOPTING BY REFERENCE CITY CODE CHAPTER 10 AND SECTION 10.99 

WHICH, AMONGST OTHER THINGS CONTAINS PENALTY PROVISIONS. 

  

THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. That the East Grand Forks City Code shall be amended by replacing the current Title 

IX, Chapter 99 and  adding a new Chapter 99, as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 99 

 

CRIMINAL HISTORY BACKGROUND FOR APPLICANTS FOR CITY 

EMPLOYMENT AND CITY LICENSES 

 

SECTION 99.01: 

 APPLICANTS FOR CITY EMPLOYMENT 

 

PURPOSE:  The purpose and intent of this section is to establish regulations that 

will allow law enforcement access to Minnesota’s Computerized Criminal 

History information for specified non-criminal purposes of employment 

background checks for the positions described in Section 99.02. 

 

SECTION 99.02 

 

 CRIMINAL HISTORY EMPLOYMENT BACKGROUND 

INVESTIGATIONS: The East Grand Forks Police Department is hereby 

required, as the exclusive entity within the City, to do a criminal history 

background investigation on the applicants for the following positions within the 

city, unless the city’s hiring authority concludes that a background investigation 

is not needed: 

  

 Employment positions “all regular part-time or full-time employees of the City of 

East Grand Forks and other positions that work with children or vulnerable 

adults”  

  

  In conducting the criminal history background investigation in order to screen 

employment applicants, the Police Department is authorized to access data 

maintained in the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehensions Computerized 

Criminal History information system in accordance with BCA policy.  Any data 

that is accessed and acquired shall be maintained at the Police Department under 

the care and custody of the chief law enforcement official (Chief of Police) or his 

or her designee.  A summary of the results of the Computerized Criminal History 

data may be released by the Police Department to the hiring authority, including 
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the City Council, the City Administrator, or other city staff involved in the hiring 

process.   

 

 Before the investigation is undertaken, the applicant must authorize the Police 

Department by written consent to undertake the investigation. The written 

consent must fully comply with the provisions of Minn. Stat. Chap. 13 regarding 

the collection, maintenance and use of the information. Except for the positions 

set forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 364.09, the city will not reject an 

applicant for employment on the basis of the applicant’s prior conviction unless 

the crime is directly related to the position of employment sought and the 

conviction is for a felony, gross misdemeanor, or misdemeanor with a jail 

sentence.  If the City rejects the applicant's request on this basis, the City shall 

notify the applicant in writing of the following: 

 

A. The grounds and reasons for the denial. 

B. The applicant complaint and grievance procedure set forth in Minnesota 

Statutes Section 364.06. 

C.         The earliest date the applicant may reapply for employment. 

D. That all competent evidence of rehabilitation will be considered upon 

reapplication. 

 

 

 

SECTION: 99.03 

 APPLICANTS FOR CITY LICENSES 

 

PURPOSE:  The purpose and intent of this section is to establish regulations that 

will allow law enforcement access to Minnesota’s Computerized Criminal 

History information for specified non-criminal purposes of licensing background 

checks. 

 

SECTION 99.04 

 

  CRIMINAL HISTORY LICENSE BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS: 

The East Grand Forks Police Department is hereby required, as the exclusive 

entity within the City, to do a criminal history background investigation on the 

applicants for the licenses required in the within the city as set forth in Tile XI 

BUSINESS REGULATIONS. 

 

 In conducting the criminal history background investigation in order to screen 

license applicants, the Police Department is authorized to access data maintained 

in the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehensions Computerized Criminal 

History information system in accordance with BCA policy.  Any data that is 

accessed and acquired shall be maintained at the Police Department under the 

care and custody of the chief law enforcement official or his or her designee.  A 

summary of the results of the Computerized Criminal History data may be 

released by the Police Department to the licensing authority, including the City 

Council, the City Administrator, or other city staff involved the license approval 

process.   
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 Before the investigation is undertaken, the applicant must authorize the Police 

Department by written consent to undertake the investigation. The written 

consent must fully comply with the provisions of Minn. Stat. Chap. 13 regarding 

the collection, maintenance and use of the information. Except for the positions 

set forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 364.09, the city will not reject an 

applicant for a license on the basis of the applicant’s prior conviction unless the 

crime is directly related to the license sought and the conviction is for a felony, 

gross misdemeanor, or misdemeanor with a jail sentence.  If the City rejects the 

applicant's request on this basis, the City shall notify the applicant in writing of 

the following: 

 

A. The grounds and reasons for the denial. 

B. The applicant complaint and grievance procedure set forth in Minnesota 

Statutes Section 364.06. 

C.          The earliest date the applicant may reapply for the license. 

D. That all competent evidence of rehabilitation will be considered upon 

reapplication. 

 

Section 2.  City Code Title 1 General Provisions, Chapter 10 entitled General Provisions are 

hereby adopted in their entirety, by reference, as though repeated verbatim herein. 

 

Section 3.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force after its passage, publication and then 

beginning on ___________________________.  It shall be given the Number __________, 4th 

Series.   

 

 

 

VOTING AYE:_____________________________________________________ 

VOTING NAY:_____________________________________________________ 

ABSENT:  _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

The President declared the Ordinance passed. 

 

 

ATTEST:    

 PASSED:                                           , 2013 

 

______________________________ ______________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance this _____ day _________________________,  2013. 

 

 

 

 

  

Mayor 

 

Adopted by the City Council this _____ day of ___________________2013. 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: February 6, 2013 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council 

Vice President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Henry Tweten, Ron Vonasek,  Mark 
Olstad, Clarence Vetter and Chad Grassel. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Michael S. Hedlund – Chief of Police 
 
RE: Police Officer Hiring Request 
 

 
 
Background:  The East Grand Forks Police Department (EGFPD) is currently one officer below 
our authorized and budgeted strength following the resignation of Officer Andy Boen effective 
December 22, 2012.  We had just begun advertising to develop a hiring register at the time of 
Officer Boen’s resignation and we are now in the middle of that process with the Civil Service 
Interviews, Internal Interviews and background checks still to be completed.  We would 
anticipate being able to fill our current opening from this register in late March, 2013, pending 
City Council approval. 
 
Recommendations:  That the East Grand Forks City Council approve the hiring of a police 
officer from the hiring register that is currently being developed for the EGFPD.      
 
 
Enclosures: None 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

C:\Documents and Settings\mnelson\Local Settings\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.Outlook\SXV4RHV5\park_maintenance.doc 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date:   January 31, 2013 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Greg Leigh, Council Members: Chad Grassel, Mark  Olstead, Henry Tweten, Clarence 
Vetter, and  Ron Vonasek 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Dave Aker 
 
RE: Park Maintenance worker   
 

 
 
Background:  
 
We have been a man short in our Department for two years and we have been slowly falling behind in 
our work.  I would like to ask the Council to approve the recruitment and hiring of a park maintenance 
worker for the Park and Recreation Department.   
 
Recommendation:  My recommendation would be to hire a park maintenance person by April.  
    
Enclosures:  NONE 
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RESOLUTION NO. 13 – 02 - 24 

 

A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A TWO YEAR TAX ABATEMENT FOR NEWLY 

CONSTRUCTED HOMES READY FOR OCCUPANCY THROUGH 2015. 

 

Council Member ________, supported by Council Member _________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes 469.1812 through 469.1815 authorize Property Tax Abatement 

for Community Development purposes and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks desires to authorize a two (2) year Tax Abatement for 

New Home Construction through the year 2015 in cooperation with Polk County and 

Independent School District 595. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the East Grand Forks City Council does authorize a Housing 

Incentive Tax Abatement with the following parameters required for participation: 

 

1. The three primary tax authorities, City, County, and School District, are all 

participating in the incentive program 

2. The program would apply to new residential construction only.  New residential 

construction shall include modular homes and stick built homes. 

3. The program would apply to owner occupied single family dwellings, including town 

homes and twin homes, ready for occupancy through the year 2015. 

4. The abatement of real property taxes would be for two years.  The first two years 

where payment of taxes are based upon the full value of the new dwelling. 

5. The city shall be responsible to notify the county of which properties are in the 

program at the time the real property is acquired and arrange for the proper hearing(s) 

as required by law. 

 

Voting Aye:   

Voting Nay:    

Absent:  

 

The President declared the Resolution passed. 

        Passed: February 19, 2013 

Attest: 

 

___________________________________  ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk Treasurer   President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 19
th

day of February, 2013 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  13 – 02 - 25 

 
 

Council Member _________, supported by Council Member __________, introduced the following 

resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in 

check number 15097 for a total of $433.00. 

 

WHEREAS, Craig Buckalew, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases 

were made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST 

GRAND FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are 

confirmed and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such 

claim on the filing of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 

471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $433.00 paid for such goods is as low as, or lower 

than, the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the purchase was 

made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on February 19, 2013. 

 

Voting Aye:    

Voting Nay:    

Abstain:   

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: February 19, 2013 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 19th of February, 2013. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Craig Buckalew, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 3
rd

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The City of East Grand Forks check number 15097 for a total of $433.00. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-

89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on February 19, 2013. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or 

lower than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the 

claim is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 

 

 Dated: _______________________  

 

 

  _______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 
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Accounts Payable

Printed: 2/15/2013 - 12:09 PM

mnelsonUser:

Check Register Totals Only

Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 285.00  0Advanced Business Methods IncADV00102/19/2013 15061

 26,778.57  0Agri-Valley Grand Forks PetroleumAGR00102/19/2013 15062

 287.77  0Albrecht ManufacturingALB00102/19/2013 15063

 14.14  0American Tire ServiceAME00202/19/2013 15064

 409.41  0Ameripride Linen & Apparel ServicesAME00502/19/2013 15065

 535.73  0Anytime PlumbingANY00102/19/2013 15066

 37.10  0Aqua Water SolutionsAQU00102/19/2013 15067

 3,000.00  0Ballard King & AssociatesBKA00102/19/2013 15068

 233.78  0Barnes DistributionBAR00502/19/2013 15069

 2,562.45  0Alex BartaBAR00202/19/2013 15070

 747.81  0Bert's Truck EquipmentBER00102/19/2013 15071

 454.44  0Best Western Kelly Inn St PaulBES00202/19/2013 15072

 60.00  0Brite-Way Window CleaningBRI00302/19/2013 15073

 254.83  0C&R Laundry & CleanersC&R00102/19/2013 15074

 167.10  0Canon Financial ServicesCAN00102/19/2013 15075

 114.58  0Cardmember ServiceCAR50402/19/2013 15076

 393.41  0Cole Papers IncCOL00202/19/2013 15077

 222.50  0Conney Safety ProductsCON00302/19/2013 15078

 3,339.51  0Crookston CityCRO00102/19/2013 15079

 191.70  0Dakota AlarmDAK00102/19/2013 15080

 18.00  0Daydream Specialties, LLCDAY00202/19/2013 15081

 205.48  0Drummer's Diesel IncDRU00102/19/2013 15082

 50.00  0Explorer Post #38EXP00302/19/2013 15083

 287.68  0ExponentEXP00202/19/2013 15084

 238.65  0FerrellgasFER00102/19/2013 15085

 275.17  0Filter CareFIL00102/19/2013 15086

 135.00  0Fire Instructors & Training Officer's Assoc., Inc.FIR00702/19/2013 15087

 173.16  0G&K ServicesG&K00102/19/2013 15088

 75.43  0Gaffaney'sGAF00202/19/2013 15089

 8,901.50  0Galstad Jensen & McCann PAGAL00302/19/2013 15090

 13,403.68  0GF City Utility BillingGFC00102/19/2013 15091

 100.00  0GF Fire EquipmentGFF00102/19/2013 15092

 25.84  0GF Welding & MachineGFW00102/19/2013 15093

 170.00  0Government Finance Officers AssociationGOV00102/19/2013 15094

 50.00  0Grand Cities TowingGRA00402/19/2013 15095

 285.00  0Rick HajicekHAJ00202/19/2013 15096

 433.00  0Hardware HankHAR00102/19/2013 15097

 364.12  0HB Sound & Light IncHBS00102/19/2013 15098

 450.65  0Heartland PaperHEA00102/19/2013 15099

 124.90  0Home of EconomyHOM00102/19/2013 15100

 127.72  0Hugo'sHUG00102/19/2013 15101

 1,100.00  0Integrated Process Solutions IncINT01102/19/2013 15102

 322.00  0Inventory Trading CompanyINV00102/19/2013 15103

 10.00  0Keith's Security WorldKEI00102/19/2013 15104

 1,603.13  0Kellermeyer Building ServiceKEL00102/19/2013 15105

 31,551.64  0League of MN CitiesLEA00202/19/2013 15106

 1,221.88  0Lumber MartLUM00102/19/2013 15107

 455.00  0M&W ServicesM&W00102/19/2013 15108

 65.20  0MarcoMAR00402/19/2013 15109

 35.00  0MCFOAMCF00202/19/2013 15110
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Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 417.98  0MenardsMEN00102/19/2013 15111

 1,411.31  0Midcontinent CommunicationsMID00302/19/2013 15112

 170.89  0MN Chief of Police AssociationMNC00402/19/2013 15113

 650.00  0MN Chiefs of Police Assoc ETIMNC00702/19/2013 15114

 30.00  0MN Dept of Labor & IndustryMND00302/19/2013 15115

 5,900.00  0MN Pollution Control AgencyMNP00302/19/2013 15116

 349.00  0Nan McKay & AssociatesNAN00102/19/2013 15117

 2,983.63  0Newman SignsNEW00102/19/2013 15118

 2,541.95  0NSC MineralsNSC00102/19/2013 15119

 250.00  0NW Regional Small Business Development CenterNWR00102/19/2013 15120

 420.82  0O'Reilly Auto PartsORE00102/19/2013 15121

 133.12  0OK Automotive WDOKA00102/19/2013 15122

 797.66  0Roger OrchardORC00202/19/2013 15123

 166.53  0Overhead Door CoOVE00102/19/2013 15124

 337.32  0PlowRubber.comPLO00202/19/2013 15125

 50.47  0Polk County DACPOL00902/19/2013 15126

 590.09  0Polk County Sheriff's OfficePOL00802/19/2013 15127

 20.75  0Premium Waters IncPRE00102/19/2013 15128

 71.21  0PS Door ServicesPSD00102/19/2013 15129

 590.56  0RDO Powerplan OIBRDO00102/19/2013 15130

 726.62  0RDO Truck CentersRDO00302/19/2013 15131

 7,482.72  0Red River Snowmobile ClubRED00102/19/2013 15132

 140.49  0Safety VisionSAF00102/19/2013 15133

 116.80  0Paul SpielmanSPI00102/19/2013 15134

 1,450.00  0Stennes GraniteSTE00102/19/2013 15135

 140.20  0Stone's Mobile Radio IncSTO00102/19/2013 15136

 105.99  0Sun Dot CommunicationsSUN00202/19/2013 15137

 73.19  0Swanston Equipment CorporationSWA00202/19/2013 15138

 35.00  0The Chamber of EGF/GFCHA00102/19/2013 15139

 1,234.75  0Tiger Direct.comTIG00102/19/2013 15140

 80.04  0Tractor Supply CoTRA00102/19/2013 15141

 2,023.38  0True TempTRU00102/19/2013 15142

 5,028.41  0Uniforms Unlimited Inc.UNI00502/19/2013 15143

 360.00  0USPS PostmasterUSP00202/19/2013 15144

 1,318.14  0Valley TruckVAL00202/19/2013 15145

 604.84  0Verizon WirelessVER00102/19/2013 15146

 675.11  0Vilandre Heating & A/CVIL00102/19/2013 15147

 423.40  0W.P. & R.S. Mars Co.WPR00102/19/2013 15148

 28,320.15  0Waste MgmtWAS00102/19/2013 15149

 39,726.12  0Water & Light DepartmentWAT00102/19/2013 15150

 26.89  0Wex BankWEX00102/19/2013 15151

 134.00  0Whitey'sWHI00402/19/2013 15152

 73.88  0Xerox CorporationXER00102/19/2013 15153

Check Total:  210,532.07
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