
WEEKLY MEMO 
 

Date:  May 25, 2012 
 

To: Mayor Lynn Stauss. Council President Craig Buckalew, Vice President Wayne 

Gregoire, Council Members Marc Demers, Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Greg 

Leigh, and Mike Pokrzywinski. 
 

From: Scott Huizenga 
 

RE:  Weekly Update  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
June 5, 2012 – 5:00 pm – Council Meeting – Council Chambers 

June 12, 2012 – 5:00 pm – Work Session – Training Room 

June 19, 2012 – 5:00 pm – Council Meeting – Council Chambers 

June 26, 2012 – 5:00 pm – Work Session – Training Room 

 

 

WEEKLY UPDATE: 
Vacancy/Rent Survey 

The EDHA Director presented on Tuesday the EDHA’s annual vacancy and rent survey, which 

is attached.  Overall, rental housing demand remains strong in the City with a vacancy rate of 

under two percent.  The EDHA also provided a worksheet entitled “Impact of Building 100 

Multifamily Units in a Typical Metro Area” from the National Association of Home Builders 

(http://www.nahb.org/fileUpload_details.aspx?contentID=120366).  

 

City offices will be closed on Monday to observe Memorial Day.  There is no work session on 

Tuesday.  I will be out of the office next week. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
Public Works Department, Jason Stordahl 

Public Works and Fire Department Staff installed the floating boat dock this week.   It is located 

on the Red River just north of the boat ramp, and is ready for use. 

 

Police Department, Chief Mike Hedlund 

EGFPD Officer Serves in Croatia 

Officer Aeisso Schrage, who is a Staff Sergeant in the Minnesota National Guard, recently 

returned from a two week training exercise in Croatia.  The Minnesota National Guard has 

training agreements with Croatia and Norway in which their soldiers come to Minnesota to train 

and ours go to their countries.  Schrage was able to experience the Croatian lifestyle and gain 

valuable training experience during his deployment. 

 

EGFPD Chief Visits With 5
th

 Grade Students at South Point Elementary 

http://www.nahb.org/fileUpload_details.aspx?contentID=120366


In what has become an annual event, Chief Mike Hedlund spent the morning of May 18 talking 

to the 5
th

 grade students at South Point Elementary.  Hedlund spent some time discussing his 

career and what it takes to become a police officer and also spent time answering questions about 

law enforcement from the students. 

 

EGFPD Works With EGF Sr. High School Students 

On Tuesday May 22 Pine to Prairies Drug Task Force Officers visited with the health students of 

EGF Sr. High School teacher Jill Thompson.  Task Force officers discussed the drug issues in the 

Red River Valley, displayed some of the drugs that have been seized and answered drug related 

questions from the students.  On Wednesday May 23 Chief Mike Hedlund and EGFPD Intern 

Grant Holy and Jared Braaten assisted Mrs. Thompson’s classes by running a driving course 

where the students drive golf carts while wearing Fatal Vision goggles.  The goggles are 

designed to simulate the visual affects of different alcohol levels and the students get to 

experience how difficult and unsafe driving under the influence of alcohol (without actually 

drinking) can be while in a safe and controlled environment.  This activity is designed to be 

enjoyable for the students while also reinforcing the serious problems that can come from 

drinking and driving.  Chief Hedlund spoke to each class about the realities of dealing with fatal 

crashes and the negative effects that it has on the families of the victims and on the police 

officers.  

 












