
AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

MAY 15, 2012 

5:00 P.M. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current 

Agenda.  Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for 

research and future Council Agendas if appropriate.” 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 1, 2012. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of May 8, 2012. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:   

 

3. Consider adopting Resolution No. 12-05-49 a Resolution accepting and awarding the bid for 

improvements for 2012 City Project No. 3 – SRTS Sidewalk Improvements for a bid price of 

$190,441.95. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:  NONE. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may 

request individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

4. Consider adopting Resolution No. 12-05-50 a Resolution declaring that the City of East Grand Forks 

acts as the legal sponsor for an application for the FY 2012/2013 funding to the State of Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources for the trail maintenance of snowmobile trails managed by the Red 

River Snowmobile Club. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:   

 

5. Regular meeting minutes of the Resurrection Cemetery Commission Meeting for April 25, 2012. 
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COMMUNICATIONS: NONE. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

6. Consider approving the variance for Eastside Express. 

 

7. Consider adopting Resolution 12-05-51 a Resolution to approve the filing of plans and specifications 

and ordering advertisement for bids for 2012 City Project No. 6 – Pool Repairs. 

 

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 12-05-52 a Resolution a Resolution accepting the donation of a 

snowmobile valued at $2,300 to assist the City in with traffic safety and enforcement, as allowed by 

law. 

 

CLAIMS:  

 

9. Consider adopting Resolution No. 12-05-53 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Bert’s Truck Equipment the goods referenced in check numbers 12719 for a 

total of $61.61 whereas Council Member Gregoire is personally interested financially in the contract.   
 

10. Consider adopting Resolution No. 12-05-54 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 12759 for a total of 

$450.44 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

11. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills 

and payroll. 
 

ADJOURN: 
 

 

Upcoming Meetings:  

Work Session – May 22, 2012 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Meeting – June 5, 2012 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – June 12, 2012 – 5:00 PM – Training Room 

Regular Meeting – June 19, 2012 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 
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UNAPPROVED  

MINUTES OF THE 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2012 – 5:00 PM 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 

The Regular Meeting of the East Grand Forks City Council for May 1, 2012 was called to order by Council 

President Buckalew at 5:00P.M. 

  

CALL OF ROLL:  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  Mayor Lynn 

Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Wayne Gregoire, Council Members Marc 

DeMers, Ron Vonasek, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Greg Leigh. 

 
STAFF PRESENT:   

 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Greg Boppre, City 

Engineer; Dan Boyce, Water & Light Manager; Nancy Ellis, Planning & Zoning; Michelle French, 

Executive Assistant; Ron Galstad, City Attorney; Randy Gust, Fire Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, Library 

Director; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Jim Richter, EDHA Director; and Jason Stordahl, Public 

Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM: 

 

The Council President Determined a Quorum was present 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 

OPEN FORUM: 

“An opportunity for members of the public to address the City Council on items not on the current Agenda.  

Items requiring Council action maybe deferred to staff or Boards and Commissions for research and future 

Council Agendas if appropriate.” If you would like to address the City Council, please come up to the 

podium to do so. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 

1. Consider approving the minutes of the “Regular Meeting” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of April 17, 2012. 

 

2. Consider approving the minutes of the “Work Session” for the East Grand Forks, Minnesota City 

Council of April 24, 2012. 
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING  MAY 1, 2012 

2 | P a g e  

 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

GREGOIRE, TO APPROVE ITEMS ONE (1) AND TWO (2). 
 

Voting Aye:  Buckalew, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Vonasek. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Tweten. 

 

SCHEDULED BID LETTINGS:  NONE. 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

 

3. Public Hearing to adopt Resolution No. 12-04-42 a Resolution ordering improvement and preparation of 

plans on 2012 Assessment Job No. 3 – Street Paving to serve Absey’s 2
nd

 Addition, Absey’s 3
rd

 

Addition, Beste’s Addition, and Peabody’s 1
st
 Addition. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER DEMERS, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

GREGOIRE, TO CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 12-04-42 A 

RESOLUTION ORDERING IMPROVEMENT AND PREPARATION OF PLANS ON 2012 

ASSESSMENT JOB NO. 3 – STREET PAVING TO SERVE ABSEY’S 2
ND

 ADDITION, ABSEY’S 

3
RD

 ADDITION, BESTE’S ADDITION, AND PEABODY’S 1
ST

 ADDITION. 

 

Voting Aye:  Buckalew, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Vonasek. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Tweten. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  NONE. 

Items under the “Consent Agenda” will be adopted with one motion; however, council members may request 

individual items to be pulled from the consent agenda for discussion and action if they choose. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF REPORTS OF OFFICERS, BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS:  

  

4. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission for March 19, 2012. 

  

5. Regular meeting minutes of the Water, Light, Power and Building Commission for April 5, 2012. 

  

COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  NONE. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

6. Consider adopting Resolution 12-05-46 a Resolution to increase the speed limit of 23
rd

 Street NW to 35 

miles per hour from River Road to TH220. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER LEIGH, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 12-05-46 A RESOLUTION TO INCREASE THE 

SPEED LIMIT OF 23
RD

 STREET NW TO 35 MILES PER HOUR FROM RIVER ROAD TO TH220. 
 

Council Vice President Gregoire stated that he is not in favor of the speed limit increase, therefore, he will 

vote no. 

 

Voting Aye:  Buckalew, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Vonasek. 

Voting Nay:   Gregoire. 

Absent: Tweten. 

 

7. Consider adopting Resolution 12-05-47 a Resolution to approve the filing of plans and specifications and 

ordering advertisement for bids for 2012 Assessment Job No. 1 – 15
th

 Street NE – Paving. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER 

VONASEK, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 12-05-47 A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE FILING 

OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR 2012 

ASSESSMENT JOB NO. 1 – 15
TH

 STREET NE – PAVING. 
 

Voting Aye:  Buckalew, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Vonasek. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Tweten. 

 

CLAIMS:  

 

8. Consider adopting Resolution No. 12-05-48 a Resolution authorizing the City of East Grand Forks to 

approve purchases from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check numbers 12654 for a total of 

$521.41 whereas Council Member Buckalew is personally interested financially in the contract.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 12-05-48 A RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS TO APPROVE PURCHASES FROM 

HARDWARE HANK THE GOODS REFERENCED IN CHECK NUMBERS 12654 FOR A TOTAL 

OF $521.41 WHEREAS COUNCIL MEMBER BUCKALEW IS PERSONALLY INTERESTED 

FINANCIALLY IN THE CONTRACT.   

 

Voting Aye:  Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Vonasek. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

Absent: Tweten. 

 

9. Consider authorizing the City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer to issue payment of recommended bills and 

payroll. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER GREGOIRE, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK-TREASURER 

TO ISSUE PAYMENT OF RECOMMENDED BILLS AND PAYROLL. 

 

Voting Aye:  Buckalew, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Vonasek. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Tweten. 

 

COUNCIL/STAFF REPORTS:  

Council Member Leigh asked Mr. Stordahl when they will begin spraying for dandelions.  

 

ADJOURN: 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER GREGOIRE, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER VONASEK, TO ADJOURN THE MAY 1, 2012 REGULAR MEETING OF THE EAST 

GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:07 P.M. 

 

Voting Aye:  Buckalew, Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, and Vonasek. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Tweten. 

 

 

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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UNAPPROVED  

MINUTES OF THE 

OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS 

CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MAY 8, 2012 – 5:00 PM 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The Work Session of the East Grand Forks City Council for
 
May 8, 2012 was called to order by Craig 

Buckalew, Council President at 5:00 P.M. 

 

CALL OF ROLL  

 

On a Call of Roll the following members of the East Grand Forks City Council were present:  Mayor 

Lynn Stauss, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice-President Wayne Gregoire, Council 

Members Marc DeMers, Ron Vonasek, Mike Pokrzywinski, and Greg Leigh. 

 

STAFF PRESENT:   
 

Dave Aker, Parks & Recreation Superintendent; Karla Anderson, Finance Director; Dan Boyce, Water & 

Light Manager; Michelle French, Executive Assistant; Randy Gust, Fire Chief; Charlotte Helgeson, 

Library Director; Scott Huizenga, City Administrator; Jim Richter, EDHA Director; and Jason Stordahl, 

Public Works Director. 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

1. 2012 City Project No. 6 – Pool Repairs – Greg Boppre/Council Vice-President Gregoire 

The EAPC, Joe Sando, Architect, discussed the proposed renovations with possible alternates.  He stated 

that the estimate shows an increase of $59,000 over budget since the November 2011 estimates.  Mr. 

Sando stated that part of the increase is due to the Minnesota Department of Health Compliance costs.  

Other additions include family restrooms.  

 

Discussion occurred regarding the roof, fence, and pump house.  City Council suggested including a pool 

cover to help with energy savings.  This item will be included as an alternate. 

 

Council Member Leigh inquired about the difference between construction administration and 

administration costs.  Mr. Boppre stated that the administration cost is the Administration/Finance Office 

and the construction administration costs is FS Engineering costs.   

 

Mr. Boppre would like to file plans and specs at the next City Council meeting. 
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CITY COUNCIL MEETING  MAY 8, 2012 

2. 2012 City Project No. 3 – SRTS Sidewalk Improvements – Greg Boppre 

Mr. Boppre stated he received four bids with R.J. Zavorals as the low bidder. He announced that the 

funding source is Safe Routes to School and the City will pay for the soft costs.  This item will be referred 

to City Council for action. 
 

3. Cemetery Commission Update – Council Vice-President Gregoire 

Council Member Gregorie gave a brief update on the Cemetery Commission’s April 25, 2012 meeting. 

 

ADJOURN 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCIL MEMBER LEIGH, SECONDED BY COUNCIL 

MEMBER POKRZYWINSKI, TO ADJOURN THE MAY 8, 2012 WORK SESSION OF THE 

EAST GRAND FORKS, MINNESOTA CITY COUNCIL AT 5:52 P.M. 
 

Voting Aye:  Gregoire, Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Vonasek, and Buckalew. 

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent: Tweten. 

 
  

_______________________________________________ 

 Scott Huizenga, City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer 
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RESOLUTION NO.  12 – 05 - 49 
 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND AWARDING BID FOR IMPROVEMENT 

 
Council Member Gregoire, supported by Council Member Tweten, introduced the following resolution and 

moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an advertisement for bids for the improvement of 2012 City Project No. 3 – SRTS 

Sidewalk Improvements, bids were received, opened and tabulated according to law, and the following bids were 

received complying with the advertisement: 

 

AND WHEREAS, it appears that R.J. Zavoral and Sons, is the lowest responsible bidder at a bid price of 

$190,441.95,  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  

1. The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to enter into a contract 

with R.J. Zavoral and Sons in the name of the City of East Grand Forks for the improvement of 

2012 City Project No. 3 – SRTS Sidewalk Improvements according to the plans and 

specifications therefore approved by the City Council and on file in the administration office. 

 

2. The City Administrator is hereby authorized and directed to return forthwith to all bidders the 

deposits made with their bids, except that the deposits of the successful bidder and the next 

lowest bidder shall be retained until a contract has been signed. 

 

3. The revenues in the following accounts of the City Projects Fund are increased by the following 

amounts: 

 

 415-33-000-33499 State Aids and Grants $190,442 

 415-39-000-39201 Transfer In $54,950 

 

4.  The expenses in of the following accounts of the City Projects Fund are hereby increased by the 

following amounts: 

 

 415-43-147-43030 Engineering $41,898 

 415-43-147-45300 Construction $199,442   

 415-43-147-44300 Miscellaneous $13,053 

 

Voting Aye:      

Voting Nay:   None. 

Absent:  None. 
 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 

 Passed: May 15, 2012 

Attest: 

 

 ______________________________________   _______________________________________  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th
 of May, 2012. 

 

  _______________________________________  

  Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  12 – 05 - 50 
 

 

A RESOLUTION DECLARING THAT THE CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ACT AS 

THE LEGAL SPONSOR FOR AN APPLICATION FOR THE FY 2012/2013 FUNDING 

TO THE STATE OF MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES FOR 

THE TRAIL MAINTENANCE OF SNOWMOBILE TRAILS MANAGED BY THE RED 

RIVER SNOWMOBILE CLUB. 

 

Council Member ___, supported by Council Member ___, introduced the following Resolution 

and moved its adoption: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that City of East Grand Forks will act as the legal sponsor for an application 

for funding to the State of Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for maintenance of 

snowmobile/ski trails managed by the Red River Snowmobile Club. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon approval of its application by the state, the City of 

East Grand Forks may enter into an agreement with the State of Minnesota for the above 

referenced project and that it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations as stated in the 

agreement. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer, is hereby authorized to 

serve as the fiscal agent for the above referenced project. 

 

Voting Aye: Leigh, Pokrzywinski, DeMers, Vonasek, Buckalew, Tweten, and Gregoire. 

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: None.  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 

 Passed: May 15, 2012 

 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ______________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th

 of May, 2012. 

 

 

 ______________________________ 

  Mayor 
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Resurrection Cemetery Commission Meeting  

April 25, 2012 

12:00 Noon 

City Hall – Conference Room 

 

MINUTES 

 

The East Grand Forks Resurrection Cemetery Commission met Wednesday, April 25, 2012 at 

City Hall at 12:00 pm.  Commissioner Tucker called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Present were:  Commissioner Dave Tucker, Commissioner George Wogaman, Commissioner 

Julie Marek, Alderman Wayne Gregoire and Executive Secretary Dave Aker.  Guests were Brian 

Larson, Phil Amundson, Dan Dahl and Randy Thorson. 

 

Alderman Gregoire made a motion to accept the minutes for October 21, 2011, motion was 

second by Commissioner Wogaman; motion passed. 

 

Executive Secretary Aker reviewed the financial minutes for October, November, December, the 

Annual for 2011, January, February, and March of 2012.   Commissioner Wogaman motioned 

that we accept the financial minutes with the idea of sending a register letter to those people that 

have notes that are passed due and letters to those that just have notes due; Commissioner Marek 

seconded the motion and motion passed. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 

Secretary Aker said certified letters were sent out to all the people that are past due and owe on 

their note.  We had some people pay up, others called and the rest had no response.  The 

commissioner board directed Secretary Aker to send another certified letter to the people that 

have not responded and tell them they have 30 days to call the Park and Recreation office or they 

would lose their lot and any money they had done on the lots.   

 

Discussion on winter burial’s new price of $1,250.00 for the burial in the winter and $50 for 

clearing an opening for winter.  Discussion included the high price to what are the reasons for the 

high price.  Dan Dahl explained that there have been only two markers broken over a long period 

of time, there is more vases broken and they cost $300.  Alderman Gregoire thought that when we 

had the Granite Company there they could not come to an agreement on the cost or who would 

pay for anything when it was broke.  Phil Amundson said that people are able to do what they 

can, if they can afford winter burial they will and if they can’t they won’t.  People spend a lot of 

money to get to funerals and they can only afford to come once.  Then there are people that live 

around here that can wait.  It was brought up by Chairman Dave Tucker that Minnesota has to 

have winter burials and Phil said if the weather allows them to have burial, otherwise it is the 

cemetery’s choice.   Secretary Aker proposed a $900 fee for digging and a $100 fee for clearing 

snow, the total cost for winter burial would be $1,000.  The Commission tables the cost of winter 

burial until the next meeting and we are going to ask the Granite Company to show up. 

 

Secretary Aker talked about ½ lots at the cemetery and said that Grand Forks doesn’t do half lots.  

If they are going to bury more than one person in a grave the cost is $1,000 for the first burial and 

$400 for the second one.  They only allow one marker for two people on the grave and they range 

in size from 24” x 12”, 24” x 28” and 28” x 30”.  Mr. Amundson said they have to have at least a 

28” x 16” marker, and we have to decide if that is the size of the marker or concrete around the 

marker.  Commissioner Wogoman made a motion to sell ½ lots; Alderman Gregoire seconded the 
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motion; Chairman Tucker brought up we need to do some research on the ½ lots and should 

tabled it to the next meeting.  Commissioner Wogoman and Alderman both took back there 

motion and it was tabled. 

 

Secretary Aker brought up the bids we have for cemetery slabs.   We have a bid of $2736 for the 

concrete work and $1500 for leveling the ground.  The bid for the sprinkler system was not in and 

we should deal with that when it comes in.  Secretary Aker said we have $5,000 in the budget and 

did not know for sure the price for sprinklers.  Alderman Gregoire motioned in build the slabs and 

have the land leveled; seconded by Commissioner Marek; motion carried. 

 

 Chairman Tucker brought up the front end loader that Brian Larson was hoping to buy.  Larson 

brought a bid in from Acme Tools for $10,795.00 and had pictures of the tractor.  He asked for 

the tractor and said the reason why he needed the tractor was because of all the markers he has to 

fix.  Secretary Aker said he would have to get it approved by City Council for them to buy it.  

Commissioner Marek motioned that we buy the front end loader; Commissioner Wogoman 

second the motion; motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

The Commission talked about Memorial Day and the flags that are to be put up.  Alderman 

Gregoire said that he was going to put the flags up, they previously had been put up by his son. 

 

Secretary Aker handed out handbooks of the cemetery to the Commissioners to read through and 

see if we have to make any changes in it. 

  

Commissioner Wogaman made a motion to adjourn the meeting and to set the next meeting 

sometime in July; Alderman Gregoire seconded it; Motion passed. 

 

 Meeting was adjourned!   
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Request for Council Action 
Date: May 15, 2012 

To:  East Grand Forks City Council and Mayor Lynn Stauss 

From: Nancy Ellis, Senior Planner 

RE:  Approval of a Variance for Eastside Express 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 

Planning Commission recommends approval of a variance for Jeff Baldock and Scott Baldock 

to exceed the 85% impervious coverage to build an addition at East Side Express 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

APPLICANTS/PROPERTY OWNERS:  Jeff Baldock and Scott Baldock – Eastside Express 

REQUESTED ACTION: Applicant is requesting approval for a variance from: 

1) Sect 10.15 Subd. 4C – Highway Commercial District Performance Standards which states 

that the Impervious Coverage of a C-2 Lot cannot exceed eighty-five (85) percent of the 

lot. The Baldocks currently exceed the 85% coverage requirement with buildings and 

pavement/parking areas, if fact they are currently over 95% in impervious coverage.  They 

would like to variance from the requirement to construct an addition on to the existing 

building and over existing pavement that is currently on site.   

 

SITE ZONING/LAND USE: The site is currently zoned C-2 Highway Commercial.   

SURROUNDING ZONING/LAND USE:  

 North: R-2 zoning, single family homes 

 West: C-2 zoning, single family home 
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November 20, 2007  Request for Council Action 

2 

 South: C-2 zoning, commercial buildings and Railroad  

East:   C-2 zoning, commercial buildings 

 

LOCATION:  See attached map  

 

 

 

 

VARIANCE PROCEDURES 

The code allows for variances in instances where the strict enforcement of the code 

would cause undue hardship because of circumstances unique to the individual property 

under consideration only when it is demonstrated that such action will be in keeping with 

the spirit and intent of this chapter.  The Planning Commission should make its 

recommendation based on the following criteria and evaluations. 

1. Granting the variance is not in conflict with the Comprehensive Plan. 

  2.   Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances apply to the property which do not 

 apply to other properties in the same area and which result from lot size or shape, 

 topography or  other circumstances over which the owners have no control.   
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November 20, 2007  Request for Council Action 

3 

 3.   Following the literal interpretation of Ch.10 regulations would deprive the owner 

 rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same area  

 4.   The special conditions or circumstances were not created by the applicant.  

 5.   Granting the variance would confer a special privilege that is denied to owners of 

 other  property in the area.  

 6.   The variance request is the minimum variance, which would alleviate the hardship.  

 7.   Economic considerations alone shall not constitute a hardship, if a reasonable use of 

 the property otherwise exists under the provisions of this Chapter. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

I reviewed their file from when they applied for a Special Use Permit to open and 

construct the business.  They received approval to build in 1999 and submitted an IDP 

(Intregrated Development Plan).  This allows the developer to propose setbacks, 

impervious coverage and other items that are not meeting the exact zoning standard.  

According to their IDP site plan, they requested the ability to have 100% impervious 

coverage.   

In 2003, the IDP standard was removed from the Zoning Ordinance and we now require 

up to 85% impervious coverage.  However, based on this request and their previous 

approval; I recommend approving this variance. 
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RESOLUTION NO.  12 – 05 - 51 
 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ORDERING 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

 

Council Member ___, supported by Council Member ___, introduced the following resolution 

and moved its adoption: 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to a resolution passed by the Council on May 15, 2012 the City Engineer 

has prepared plans and specifications for the improvement of 2012 City Project No. 6 – Pool 

Repairs has presented such plans and specifications to the Council for approval; 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA: 

 

1. Such plans and specifications, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, 

are hereby approved. 

 

2. The City Administrator shall prepare and cause to be inserted in the official paper and in 

Construction Bulletin an advertisement for bids upon the making of such improvement 

under such approved plans and specifications.  The advertisement shall be published for 

21 days, shall specify the work to be considered by the Council at 5:00 p.m. on June 19, 

2012 in the Council Chambers of the East Grand Forks City Hall.  Any bidder whose 

responsibility is questioned during consideration of the bid will be given an opportunity 

to address the council on the issue of responsibility.  No bids will be considered unless 

sealed and filed with the City Administrator and accompanied by a cash deposit, cashier’s 

check, bid bond or certified check payable to the City of East Grand Forks for five 

percent of the amount of such bid. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent:  

 

The President declared the resolution passed. Passed: May 15, 2012 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th

 of May, 2012. 

 

  ________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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RESOLUTION NO.  12 – 05 - 52 
 
Council Member ___, supported by Council Member ___, introduced the following resolution and moved 

its adoption: 
 

 

WHEREAS, The City of East Grand Forks is generally authorized to accept donations of real and personal 

property pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 for the benefit of its citizens; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Office of Traffic Safety of the State of Minnesota is making a donation of a Traffic 

Radar Device valued at $2,300.00 to assist the city with traffic safety and enforcement, as allowed by law; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, The City Council finds that it is appropriate to accept the donations offered. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS, MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The donation described above is accepted and shall be used for traffic safety and enforcement for 

the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The city administrator is hereby directed to issue a receipt to the Office of Traffic Safety 

acknowledging the city’s receipt of the donor’s donation. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay: None. 
 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: May 15, 2012 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ______________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th

 of May, 2012. 

 

 

 ______________________________ 

 Mayor 
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AGENDA ITEM #_______ 

 
 

- 1 - 

Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: May 7, 2012 

 

To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew , Council Vice 

President Wayne Gregoire, Council Members: Marc Demers, Greg Leigh, and Mike 

Pokrzywinski, Henry Tweten and Ron Vonasek. 

 

Cc: File 

 

From:  Michael S. Hedlund – Chief of Police 

 

RE:  Presentation of Traffic Radar Device to EGFPD  

 

  

 

Background:    

The East Grand Forks Police Department takes part in the Safe & Sober Program through the MN Office 

of Traffic Safety.  The Office of Traffic Safety is giving the EGFPD a new Stalker Radar unit to be used 

in one of our squad cars.  Mr. Tom Kumrow of the Office of Traffic Safety would like to present the 

radar unit to the department at the next City Council Meeting (May 15, 2012). 

 

 

Recommendation:   

Accept the radar unit. 

 

 

 

Attachments: 
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RESOLUTION NO.  12 – 05 – 53 

 
Council Member ___, reported by Council Member ___, introduced the following resolution and moved its 

adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased the following goods from Bert’s Truck Equipment: 
 

Date Invoice Description  Total Amount 

04/23/12 51883 Tow Ring for SW Generator 61.61 

   

WHEREAS, Wayne Gregoire, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases were 

made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are confirmed 

and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such claim on the filing 

of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $61.61 on check number 12719 paid for such goods is 

as low as, or lower than, the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the 

purchase was made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on May 15, 2012. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: None. 

Abstain: Gregoire. 
 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: May 15, 2012 

Attest: 

 

 

 ___________________________________   __________________________________  

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th

 of May, 2012. 

 

  __________________________________  

  Mayor 
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AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Wayne Gregoire, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 5
th

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The following goods were furnished to the City of East Grand Forks by Bert’s Truck Equipment: 

 

Date Invoice Description  Total Amount 

04/23/12 51883 Tow Ring for SW Generator 61.61 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on May 15, 2012. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or 

lower than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the 

claim is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 Dated:  ______________________  

 

 

   ______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 
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RESOLUTION NO.  12 – 05 – 54 

 
 

Council Member ___, supported by Council Member ___, introduced the following resolution and moved its 

adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION RATIFYING CONTRACTS 

 

WHEREAS, the City of East Grand Forks purchased from Hardware Hank the goods referenced in check 

number 12759 for a total of $450.44. 

 

WHEREAS, Craig Buckalew, was personally interested financially in the contract, but the purchases were 

made because the price was as low as or lower than other local vendors. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST GRAND 

FORKS: 

 

1. The above mentioned purchase by the City and the claim of the vendor based thereon are confirmed 

and the Mayor and Clerk are directed to issue an order-check in payment of such claim on the filing 

of the affidavit of official interest required under Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.89. 

 

2. It is hereby determined that the total price of $450.44 paid for such goods is as low as, or lower than, 

the price at which they could have been obtained elsewhere at the time the purchase was made. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on May 15, 2012. 

 

Voting Aye:  

Voting Nay: None. 

Absent: None. 

Abstain: Buckalew. 

 

The President declared the resolution passed. 

 Passed: May 15, 2012 

Attest: 

 

 

____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

City Administrator/Clerk-Treasurer  President of Council 

 

I hereby approve the foregoing resolution this 15
th

 of May, 2012. 

 

 

 ____________________________________ 

  Mayor 
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AFFIDAVIT OF OFFICIAL INTEREST CLAIM 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 

COUNTY OF POLK   ) ss 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS ) 

 

I, Craig Buckalew, being duly sworn states the following: 

 

1. I am 3
rd

 Ward Council Member of the City of East Grand Forks. 

 

2. The City of East Grand Forks check number 12759 for a total of $450.44. 

 

3. This resolution is passed to comply with the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, Section 471.87-89. 

 

4. Resolution passed by unanimous vote of the council on May 15, 2012. 

 

Affiant states further that to the best of his knowledge and belief (a) the contract price was as low as or lower 

than the price at which the services could be obtained from other sources. 

 

Affiant further states that the affidavit constitutes a claim against the city for the contract price, that the claim 

is just and correct, and that no part thereof has been paid. 

 

 

 

 

 Dated: _______________________  

 

 

  _______________________  

 (Signature of Official) 
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Accounts Payable

Printed: 5/10/2012 -  8:53 AM

mfrenchUser:

Check Register Totals Only

Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 48.02  0Acme Electric CompaniesACM00105/15/2012 12710

 517.34  0Advanced Business Methods IncADV00105/15/2012 12711

 229.50  0Agassiz Audubon SocietyAGA00105/15/2012 12712

 94.69  0American Tire ServiceAME00205/15/2012 12713

 151.65  0Ameripride Linen & Apparel ServicesAME00505/15/2012 12714

 102.20  0Aqua Water SolutionsAQU00105/15/2012 12715

 236.00  0Automated Financial ServicesAUT00205/15/2012 12716

 259.07  0Baker & Taylor CoBAK00105/15/2012 12717

 300.00  0Baron's UpholsteryBAR00705/15/2012 12718

 61.61  0Bert's Truck EquipmentBER00105/15/2012 12719

 4,595.00  0Braun Intertec CorporationBRA00505/15/2012 12720

 60.00  0Brite-Way Window CleaningBRI00305/15/2012 12721

 418.57  0Brodart CoBRO00205/15/2012 12722

 254.81  0C&R Laundry & CleanersC&R00105/15/2012 12723

 56.53  0Claitor's Law Book & PublishersCLA00105/15/2012 12724

 200.00  0Kathy Coudle-KingCOU00905/15/2012 12725

 77.54  0Country Inn & Suites St. Cloud EastCOU00105/15/2012 12726

 1,856.00  0Custom PoolsCUS00305/15/2012 12727

 249.02  0Custom Stripes IncCUS00205/15/2012 12728

 172.30  0Dakota Supply GroupDAK00405/15/2012 12729

 261.37  0Dakota TV & ApplianceDAK00605/15/2012 12730

 67.80  0Diverse Media IncDIV00105/15/2012 12731

 175.00  0Donald CoulterDCS00105/15/2012 12732

 1,485.00  0EAPC Architects EngineersEAP00105/15/2012 12733

 10.00  0East Side SharpeningEAS00605/15/2012 12734

 894.30  0Economy PlumbingECO00105/15/2012 12735

 54.83  0Environmental EquipmentENV00205/15/2012 12736

 50.00  0Explorer Post #38EXP00305/15/2012 12737

 350.81  0ExponentEXP00205/15/2012 12738

 115.06  0Filter CareFIL00105/15/2012 12739

 685.00  0Fire Safety USAFIR00305/15/2012 12740

 23.36  0Forks FreightlinerFOR00105/15/2012 12741

 822.97  0Forx RadiatorFOR00405/15/2012 12742

 12,853.03  0FS EngineeringFLO00105/15/2012 12743

 161.79  0G&K ServicesG&K00105/15/2012 12744

 46.78  0GaleGAL00105/15/2012 12745

 8,794.25  0Galstad Jensen & McCann PAGAL00305/15/2012 12746

 3,504.29  0Garden Hut IncGAR00105/15/2012 12747

 14,321.80  0GF City Utility BillingGFC00105/15/2012 12748

 350.00  0GF ExcavatingGFE00105/15/2012 12749

 5,997.45  0GF Fire EquipmentGFF00105/15/2012 12750

 454.46  0GF HeraldGFH00205/15/2012 12751

 350.00  0GF Thur-O-CleanGFT00205/15/2012 12752

 240.00  0Gopher State Lawn SprinklersGOP00205/15/2012 12753

 100.00  0Grand Cities TowingGRA00405/15/2012 12754

 40.00  0Grand Forks Environmental LabGRA00905/15/2012 12755

 479.22  0Grand View Lodge on Gull LakeGRA00605/15/2012 12756

 450.00  0Grove ClubGRO00305/15/2012 12757

 142.50  0Rick HajicekHAJ00205/15/2012 12758

 450.44  0Hardware HankHAR00105/15/2012 12759
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Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 150,000.00  0Harriston-Mayo, LLCHAR00705/15/2012 12760

 531.16  0Hart's Auto SupplyHAR00305/15/2012 12761

 397.70  0Heartland PaperHEA00105/15/2012 12762

 15.80  0Heiman Fire Equipment IncHEI00105/15/2012 12763

 1,950.00  0Dewayne J HeydHEY00105/15/2012 12764

 209.95  0History EducationHIS00105/15/2012 12765

 253.80  0Holiday Inn AlexandriaHOL01505/15/2012 12766

 102.46  0House Of VacuumsHOU00305/15/2012 12767

 291.13  0Hugo'sHUG00105/15/2012 12768

 727.43  0ICMAICM00205/15/2012 12769

 104.00  0In Prints Screen PrintingINP00205/15/2012 12770

 81.07  0Integra TelecomINT00305/15/2012 12771

 24.00  0Jolanda StreifelDAY00105/15/2012 12772

 1,603.13  0Kellermeyer Building ServiceKEL00105/15/2012 12773

 484.36  0Knutson Printing CompanyKNU00105/15/2012 12774

 500.00  0Kelly & Shannon LeachLEA00505/15/2012 12775

 8,706.00  0League of MN CitiesLEA00205/15/2012 12776

 73.59  0Liberty Business SystemsLIB00105/15/2012 12777

 538.39  0Lithia Payment ProcessingLIT00105/15/2012 12778

 153.60  0Lookout BookLOO00105/15/2012 12779

 51.39  0Lumber MartLUM00105/15/2012 12780

 136.08  0Lunseth Plumbing & HeatingLUN00105/15/2012 12781

 90.27  0MarcoMAR00405/15/2012 12782

 151.23  0MenardsMEN00105/15/2012 12783

 20,643.77  0Metropolitan Planning OrganizationMPO00105/15/2012 12784

 29.99  0Micro-Marketing LLCMIC00105/15/2012 12785

 656.92  0Midwest Refrigeration IncMID00705/15/2012 12786

 83.42  0Mike's PizzaMIK00105/15/2012 12787

 100.00  0MN Dept of Labor & IndustryMND00305/15/2012 12788

 3,041.35  0Newman SignsNEW00105/15/2012 12789

 213.00  0Norlab, IncNOR02305/15/2012 12790

 200.00  0Northern Heights Rock GymNOR02205/15/2012 12791

 200.00  0O' For Heaven's Cakes N' MoreOFO00105/15/2012 12792

 62.87  0O'Reilly Auto PartsORE00105/15/2012 12793

 68.19  0Polk County DACPOL00905/15/2012 12794

 52.00  0Polk County RecorderPOL00405/15/2012 12795

 24.45  0Praxair DistributionPRA00105/15/2012 12796

 105.24  0Premium Waters IncPRE00105/15/2012 12797

 1,270.00  0PS Door ServicesPSD00105/15/2012 12798

 111.40  0Pumpkin BooksPUM00105/15/2012 12799

 285.37  0Quill CorpQUI00105/15/2012 12800

 4,685.63  0Red River Snowmobile ClubRED00105/15/2012 12801

 428.33  0John & Edie RichardsRIC00505/15/2012 12802

 89.00  0RMB Environmental Lab IncRMB00105/15/2012 12803

 440.28  0Rydell ChevroletRYD00105/15/2012 12804

 30.54  0Sam's ClubSAM00205/15/2012 12805

 857.50  0SGC Horizon LLCSGC00105/15/2012 12806

 533.00  0Skinner RoofingSKI00105/15/2012 12807

 1,900.00  0Stennes GraniteSTE00105/15/2012 12808

 53.44  0Stuart's TowingSTU00105/15/2012 12809

 138.49  0Sun Dot CommunicationsSUN00205/15/2012 12810

 471.32  0Tecta AmericaTEC00105/15/2012 12811

 30.00  0The Tint ShopTHE00205/15/2012 12812

 191.00  0Try-County RefrigerationTRY00105/15/2012 12813

 19.54  0University StationUNI01305/15/2012 12814

 193.18  0US Bearings & DrivesUSB00305/15/2012 12815

 192.05  0Valley TruckVAL50205/15/2012 12816

 303.51  0Viking Industrial CenterVIK00205/15/2012 12817

 2,153.14  0Vilandre Heating & A/CVIL00105/15/2012 12818
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Check Date Vendor No Vendor Name Amount Voucher

 34,995.70  0Waste MgmtWAS00105/15/2012 12819

 31,917.50  0Water & Light DepartmentWAT00105/15/2012 12820

 171.00  0WDAZ TVWDA00105/15/2012 12821

 525.00  0Wonder Weavers Storytellers LLCWON00105/15/2012 12822

 128.25  0Paul ZavoralHIG00105/15/2012 12823

Check Total:  338,443.27
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