
       

AGENDA 

CITY COUNCIL  

WORK SESSION 

CITY OF EAST GRAND FORKS 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2011 

4:00 PM 
CALL TO ORDER 

 

CALL OF ROLL  

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

1. Boat Storage Facility – Andy Magness & Dave Aker 

2. Civic Center Parking Lot – Dave Aker 

3. Sergeant Promotional Process – Mike Hedlund 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Upcoming Meetings 

Regular Meeting – October 4, 2011 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 

Work Session – October 11, 2011 – 5:00 PM – Training Room  

Regular Meeting – October 18, 2011 – 5:00 PM – Council Chambers 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date:  September 16, 2011  
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, Henry Tweten, Council Members: Marc 

Demers, Council President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice President Wayne Gregoire, Greg Leigh,  
Mike Pokrzywinski and Ron Vonasek. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Dave Aker 
 
RE: Boat House 
 

 
 
Background:  
We have looked at the four possible spots that Andy has designated by priority order where to build a 
boat house.  The first one is overlooking the Eagle Point trail head by the parking lot facing to the north.  
The second one is up on the Frisbee golf course in the NE corner of the course right across the bike trail 
from the parking area.  The third one is west of the Louie Murray Bridge by the bike path on the same 
side of Eagle Point.  The fourth site is by the railroad bridge where the campground bath house was 
before.  (See Maps for locations)    All the sites are in the floodway or floodplain, the floodplain is on the 
top of the levees around the whole city of East Grand Forks.  If this is the case, the four spots would not 
be eligible to build anything on by the ordinance of the City of East Grand Forks.  To build something 
that had no adverse impact on the floodplains the owner would have to get a certificate from the 
Engineer-Of- Record (EOR) or the Design Engineer.  The proposed modifications must also comply with 
all current Corps engineering design standards.   The project would not raise or lower the flood elevation 
by more than 0.00 feet.  Also he would have to present it to the DNR for permission. 
 
Recommendation:  It is our recommendation that Andy would not be able to build anything permanent 
in the floodplain.  He would have to get an EOR or Design Engineer to approve the plan, he should first 
start with Tom Spoor.   
 
Enclosures:  Maps and the floodplains and floodplain management. 
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SECTION 10.19:  (FW) FLOODWAY OVERLAY DISTRICT 
 

SUBDIVISION 1:  USES PERMITTED   

 

The following uses shall be permitted uses within the FW District to the extent that they 

are not prohibited by any other zoning district: 

 

A. All uses commonly classed as agricultural. 

 

B. Drainage system, flood control and watershed structure, and erosion control 

device meeting all City and State standards. 

 

C. Public parks and playgrounds. 

 

D. Golf courses. 

 

E. Parking lots and loading areas. 

 

F. Other open space uses. 

 

G. Utilities, Railroad tracks, Streets, and Bridges.  Public utility facilities, roads, 

 railroad tracks, and bridges within the flood plain shall be designed to minimize 

 increases in flood elevations and shall be compatible with local comprehensive 

 flood plain development plans.  Protection to the flood protection elevation shall 

 be provided where failure or interruption of these public facilities would result in 

 danger to the public health or safety or where such facilities are essential to the 

 orderly functioning of the area.  Where failure or interruption of service would not 

 endanger life or health, a lesser degree or protection may be provided for minor or 

 auxiliary roads, railroads, or utilities. 

 

 

SUBDIVISION 2:  USES BY SPECIAL PERMIT 

 
In addition to other uses specifically identified elsewhere in this Section, the following 

are special uses in an FW, Floodway Overlay District, and require a special use permit 

based upon procedures and criteria set forth in and regulated by Section 10.02 – 

Subdivision 2 of this Chapter: 

 

A. Uses or structures accessory to open space or special permit uses. 

 

B. Extraction of sand, gravel and other materials. 

 

C. Marinas, boat rentals, docks, piers, wharves, and water control structures. 

 

D. Essential Services - Governmental Uses, Buildings and Storage, and Transmission 

Services, provided the construction will not cause a stage increase. 
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SUBDIVISION 3:  STRUCTURAL APPROVAL    

 

All structures permitted in the FW District shall be approved by the Council and shall 

meet locational and structural requirements as they may set. All structures shall be 

elevated, flood proofed as per Code requirements or designed to be removed prior to 

flooding. 

 

SUBDIVISION 4:  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS  

 

A. ALL USES:  Except as allowed in Subdivision 4(B) no structure (temporary or 

permanent) obstruction, storage of materials or equipment, or other uses may be 

allowed as special permit uses, which acting along or in combination with 

existing or anticipated future uses. 

 

B. STRUCTURES (TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT): 

 

1. Structures shall not be designed for human habitation and shall be a 

necessary appurtenance of an open space use. 

 

2. Structures shall have a low flood damage potential. 

 

3. The structure, or structures, if permitted, shall be constructed and placed 

on the building site so as to offer the minimum obstruction to the flow of 

flood water. 

 

a. Whenever possible, structures shall be constructed with the 

longitudinal axis parallel to the direction of flood flow, and, 

 

b. So far as practicable, structures shall be placed approximately on 

the same flood flow lines as those of adjoining structures. 

 

4. Structures shall be firmly anchored to prevent flotation, which may result 

in damage to other structures and/or restriction of bridge openings and 

other narrow sections of the stream or river. 

 

5. Service facilities such as electrical and heating equipment shall be 

installed at or above the flood protection elevation for the particular area 

or adequately flood proofed. 

 

6. Recreational vehicles shall not be allowed except in the existing approved 

park.  

 

7. A necessary appurtenant accessory structure shall be placed on a parcel of 

at least 10 acres in size and if fill or other form of obstruction to flood 

flow is necessary for said construction, the applicant must provide a 
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hydraulic study that demonstrates that there will be no increases to the 100 

year flood level.  Pedestrian bridges shall be subjected to the same 

requirements. 

 

 8. To allow for the equalization of hydrostatic pressure, there must be a  

  minimum of two “automatic” openings in the outside walls of the   

  structure having a total net area of not less than one square inch for every  

  square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding.  There must be openings  

  on at least two sides of the structure and the bottom of all openings must  

  be no higher than one foot above the lowest adjacent grade to the   

  structure.  Using human intervention to open a garage door prior to  

  flooding will not satisfy this requirement for automatic openings. 

 

 9. Storage of materials and equipment: 

   

  (a) The storage or processing of materials that are, in time of flooding, 

   flammable, explosive or potentially injurious to human, animal, or  

   plant life is prohibited.  

 

  (b) Storage of other materials or equipment may be allowed if readily  

   removable from the area within the time available after a flood  

   warning and in accordance with an approved plan by the City. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: 9-22-11 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Wayne Gregoire, Council Members: Marc Demers,  Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Greg 
Leigh, and Mike Pokrzywinski. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Scott Huizenga  
 
RE: Civic Center Parking Lot 
 

 
 

Attached are quotations for the following. 
One quote from Opp Construction for patching of the parking lot at the Civic Center Arena– Opp Construction 
does not recommend the patching option. 

 
 Two quotes for the entire resurfacing of the Civic Center parking lot. 
  Opp Construction - $287,600.00  
  Strata Corporation - $274,000.00 

 
The Parks & Recreation Superintendent will address this item on Tuesday. 
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Request for Council Action 
 
 
Date: September 15, 2011 
 
To: East Grand Forks City Council, Mayor Lynn Stauss, President Craig Buckalew, Council Vice 

President Wayne Gregoire, Council Members: Henry Tweten, Marc Demers,  Greg Leigh, Mike 
Pokrzywinski and Ron Vonasek. 

 
Cc: File 
 
From:  Michael S. Hedlund – Chief of Police 
 
RE: Request to Begin a Sergeant Promotional Process 
 

 
 
Background:  The East Grand Forks Police Department Patrol Division is currently aligned so as to have 
four shifts each of which is supervised by a Patrol Sergeant.  We are anticipating an opening in one of 
these positions due to the pending retirement of one of the current Patrol Sergeants.  We are 
requesting the approval to start an internal promotional process so that we can have a promotional 
roster in place in the event that we do have an opening as is anticipated. 
 
Recommendation:  Approve the East Grand Forks Police Department to conduct a promotional process 
that will result in a sergeant’s promotional roster that would be used to fill any sergeant openings in the 
upcoming year. 
 
Enclosures: None 
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