
WEEKLY MEMO 
 

Date:  September 8, 2011 
 

To: Mayor Lynn Stauss. Council President Craig Buckalew, Vice President Wayne 

Gregoire, Council Members Marc Demers, Ron Vonasek, Henry Tweten, Greg 

Leigh, and Mike Pokrzywinski. 
 

From: Scott Huizenga 
 

RE:  Weekly Update  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
September 13, 2011 – 5:00 pm – Work Session – Training Room CANCELLED 

September 20, 2011 – 5:00 pm – Council Meeting – Council Chambers 

September 27, 2011 – 5:00 pm – Work Session – Training Room  

October 4, 2011 – 5:00 pm – Council Meeting – Council Chambers 

October 5, 2011 – 5:00 pm – Budget Work Session – Public Works/Training Room 

October 11, 2011 – 5:00 pm - Work Session – Training Room 

October 12, 2011 – 5:00 pm – Budget Work Session – Fire Department 

October 18, 2011 – 5:00 pm – Council Meeting – Council Chambers 

October 19, 2011 – 5:00 pm – Budget Work Session – Library 

October 25, 2011 – 5:00 pm - Work Session – Training Room 

October 26, 2011 – 5:00 pm – Budget Work Session – Training Room 

 

WEEKLY UPDATE: 
Budget Work Sessions 

I have attached the proposed schedule for budget work sessions for the month of October.  

Following advice of the Council, staff is arranging facility tours for the council members on the 

respective dates of each department.  For example,  the City Council will visit the Public Works 

Department grounds and related facilities on October 5 before the Public Works Director gives 

his budget presentation.  The following week, the City Council will review the Police 

Department and Fire Department assets before the budget presentations.  And, the Parks tour will 

be on October 19, followed by presentations from the Parks and Recreation Superintendent and 

the Library Director at the Library conference room.  Please let me know if you have any 

suggestions for site visits. 

 

Polk County Dispatch Operations Consolidation Review 

The Polk County Board of Commissioners recently approved a consultant agreement to assess 

public safety dispatch operations throughout Polk County, including cities.  There are several 

goals of the study including an assessment of current dispatch operations in the county as well as 

potential consolidation opportunities.  The study will be conducted in the fall.  And, the County 

plans to hold information meetings with elected officials and county residents about the results of 

the assessment.  A draft proposal is attached. 
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
Library, Charlotte Helgeson 

Library will start its Winter Hours this week with Saturday opening from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

Monday, September 12 6:30 is the Autumn Colors Art Exhibit opening reception with the River 

Forks Watercolor Society, Author Suellen Palya and the Irish musical group Castleisland. 

 

The Short Story contest for writers over 18 years of age opens September 7.  Go online 

www.egf.mn or stop at the library to get the guidelines. 

 

Fire Department, Chief Randy Gust 

The Fire Department has partnered with Community Safety Net for this year’s Fire Prevention 

program. This allows us to expand our public education to provide safety training to 3
rd

 graders 

throughout our school system in East Grand Forks, including Sacred Heart and Riverside 

Christian School. Originally we would only target preschool and kindergarten grades.  

Community Safety Net solicited donations from local businesses and will provide the teaching 

material to us at no cost to the department. Our job is to make sure that the material is presented 

to the students. 

 

The City is still working with FEMA for reimbursement of this year’s flood costs and hope to be 

done soon.  

 

AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

There will be no work session on Tuesday, September 13. 
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Proposed 2012 Budget Work Session Schedule 
Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m., Various Locations 

 
  
Wednesday, October 5 – Public Works Shop/Training Room 
Introduction 
Public Works 
 
Wednesday, October 12 – Fire Department 
Fire 
Police 
 
Wednesday, October 19 – Library  
Library 
Parks and Recreation 
*Administration and Finance 
* Capital Improvements Program 
 
Wednesday, October 26 – Training Room 
Water and Light 
Planning and Transit 
EDHA 
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